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ABOUT THE COLLEGE 
 

The aim of the college is to encourage and promote education to all sections of the 
society, especially the socially and economically backward and weaker sections. 
This premier education institute is spread over a plot of 2.2 acres. 

 

The College has faculties of Arts, Science and Commerce on aided basis and B.Sc. 
CS, B.Sc. IT, BAMMC, BMS, BAF, BBI and BAFTNMP on unaided basis. The 
college has fully qualified and competent teaching staff. It offers all modern 
amenities needed for all-round development of the students’ personality, such as 
library, reading room, internet club, auditorium, well-equipped computer labswith 
digital overhead projectors, gymkhana, gymnasium and Audio-Visual room to 
mention a few. 

 

The students can also pursue their M. Com in Management, Advanced 
Accountancy, Banking and Finance and M.Sc. in Chemistryand Botany M.Sc.IT. The 
college also has a research centre for Ph.D. in Chemistry and Commerce. The 
college is also a centre for Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open University. 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE 
 
 

Acceptance is the first step to move forward and taking measures is the final step. 
 

Human beings are one of the most beautiful creations of the creator. There are 
variations in terms of biological and socio-cultural identities among them. Acceptance 
of different genders and making them respectful members of the society is the greatest 
need of present society. 
Gender has diversified itself. As we all are aware of the fact that LGBTQIA+ 
community face increased discrimination due to their sexually minority identity hence 
this conference aims and supports gender quality and would like to bring about a 
change in the attitude of all the stakeholders towards sexuality stereotypes. 

 

At Dnyanasadhana, we are trying to spread awareness about LGBTQIA+ community 
among different stakeholders. We have taken “BEING ME” as a 5 years project with 
same objective since 2020-21. 

 

This conference will be used to champion equality at National Level. 
 

This is a call to all the representatives of different NGOs, organisations and research 
scholars who are involved in this particular field. Our attempt will be to understand the 

needs and problems of LGBTQIA+ communities and to know their expectations from 
educational institution like us. 
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FROM THE DESK OF HON. PRESIDENT & FOUNDER, TRUSTEE 

 

ज्ञानसाधना ठाणे सोसायटीची जी गेली ४२ वरे्ष प्रगती होत आहे त्याचा मला आनंद आणण अणिमान आहे. ज्ञानाचे उत्तम 

साधन म्हणून ठाणे आणण म ंबई परिसिात ज्ञानसाधना महाणवद्यालयाचे नाव सववज्ञात आहे. 

“Being Me” या महाणवद्यालयाच्या उपक्रमांतगवत एक आंतििाष्ट्र ीय परिर्षद समर्वपणे आयोणजत केली याबद्दल मी 
“Being Me” सणमती  सिासदांचे अणिनंदन कितो.LGBTQIA + सम दायाच्या समस्ांकडे समाजाने माण सकीने बघावे 

व णवणवध देशांमधे्य या णवर्षयाच्या अन रं्षगाने काय कायव स रु आहे याचा आढावा घेण्यासाठी ही परिर्षद आयोणजत केली 
गेली.या परिर्षदेत LGBTQIA + सम दायाच्या ऐणतहाणसक संदिव, या सम दायाने अन िवलेली आव्हाने व त्यांच्या 
समाजाकडून असलेल्या अपेक्षा या णवणवध म द्यांवि शोधणनबंध सादि झाले तसेच या के्षत्रात कायव किणाऱ्या संसर्ांची 
चचावसते्र झाली. काही यशोगार्ाही सादि केल्या गेल्या.मला खात्री आहे की या परिर्षदेतून सदि णवर्षयावि प ढील वाटचाल 

किण्यासाठी णवणवध मागव आमच्या संसरे्ला उमगले आहेत. 

संसरे्ची ही वाटचाल नक्कीच अणिमानास्पद असून येणाऱ्या काळात अशीच प्रगती होईल याची मला खात्री 
आहे.ज्ञानसाधनाच्या प ढील वाटचालीसाठी माझ्या श िेच्छा आणण आशीवावद. 

जय महािाष्ट्र  !                 

 

 

 

श्री. सतीश रामचंद्र प्रधान 

अध्यक्ष व संस्थापक ववश्वस्त 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FROM THE DESK OF HON. SECRETARY SHRI KAMLESH S. PRADHAN 

 

Acceptance is the first step to move forward and taking measures is the final step. 

Human beings are one of the most beautiful creations of the Creator. There are variations in terms of 

biological and socio-cultural identities among them. Acceptance of different genders and making them 

respectful members of the society is the greatest need of present world. As we all are aware of the fact that 

LGBTQIA+ community face increased discrimination due to their sexually minority identity. 

  Hence Satish Pradhan Dnyanasadhana College is organising a one day International Conference in 

association with ICSSR on the topic “Being Me- understanding different dimensions of LGBTQIA+ 

community”.The conference aims at supporting gender equality and would like to bring  about a change in 

the attitude of all the stakeholders towards sexuality stereotypes. 

This conference is under the “BEING ME” initiative, a 5 year project of the college from the year 2020-21. 

“Being Me initiative” aims towards sensitizing our students, teaching and non- teaching staff about 

different social issues experienced by LGBTQIA+ , Divyangjans, Unskilled workers, old age citizens and 

gender specific health issues.  

We, the Management, feel very proud to take a step ahead in achieving the objective of Being Me and wish 

the committee members all the best! 

  

 

 

 

Shri Kamlesh Pradhan 

Hon. General Secretary & Trustee 

Dnyanasadhana Thane (society) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

FROM THE DESK OF PRINCIPAL DR. GANESH BHAGURE 

 

 
   

It is indeed a great pleasure that Being me is organizing a one day International Conference in association 

with ICSSR on the topic “Being Me- understanding different dimensions of LGBTQIA+ community” on 

20
th

 September, 2022 in  Blended mode( offline/online). 

This conference would focus on the discrimination faced by LGBTQIA+ community and enhance shared 

understanding of diversity. It would help in sensitizing and empowering our youth to welcome diversity.  

Formerly known as Dnyanasadhana college , this magnanimous college had started in 1983 by our visionary 

founder , President Shri Satish Pradhan. This institute was started to cater to the need of higher education 

and provide affordable education for low income groups. Because of such foresight, today our college is 

much sought after for traditional courses as well as self-finance courses. The institute now has a large 

spectrum of courses ranging between UG to PG and PhD courses.  

We have invited NGOs, corporate professionals, members from the LGBTQIA+ community, academicians , 

researchers, policy makers working for the rights of LGBTQIA+ to share their experiences, learnings and 

insights in this conference. We have invited research papers from across India on the theme “Historical 

context of LGBTQIA+ community” and “Problems and challenges experienced by LGBTQIA+ community 

and need for setting up of new norms in the field of education, health, employment etc”. 

I am looking forward to productive and healthy discussion among all the participants including both 

speakers and the audience.I would like to place on record my sincere gratitude and appreciation towards 

management of Dnyanasadhana society, resource persons, participants, faculty members and the organisers 

for putting in their untiring efforts.  

I am sure their efforts will bear the fruits of hard work. I hope this conference would go a long way in 

enlightening one and all. 

 

 

 

Dr.  Ganesh Bhagure 

Principal 

 

  



FROM THE DESK OF CONFERENCE SECRETARIES 

 

 
 

Satish Pradhan Dnyanasadhana College has organised a one day International Conference in association 

with ICSSR on the topic “Being Me- understanding different dimensions of LGBTQIA+ community” on 

20
th

 September, 2022. 

This conference was a part of our project "Being me" which has been initiated by Mrs. Manasi Pradhan, jt. 

secretary Dnyanasadhana, Thane which aims at sensitizing all the stakeholders on different issues related 

with LGBTQIA+ community, senior citizens, unskilled workers, Divyangjans and gender specific health 

problems. 

The Institution has organised approximately 25 programmes in the year 2021-22 to sensitise the 

stakeholders towards all the objectives. We received good responses from research scholars and students 

irrespective of the topic being diverse. 

This conference has witnessed array of speakers from across the globe such as Geneva, London, Chicago, 

Turkey, New York who spoke about the status of LGBTQIA+ community in their own country and 

challenges faced by them. 

Thanks to NGOs and support groups such as Tweet Foundation, Humsafar Trust, Sweekar,Desi Parents who 

readily offered us a helping hand in all the matters relating  to the conference. 

We owe much to Dr. Nilakshi Roy, Maya Awasthi, Urmi Jadhav, Dr Neeta Sane, Mario da Penha, to name a 

few, who helped us in connecting to resource persons and NGOs. 

  

 

 

 

Dr. Sanjyot Deuskar and Dr. Anita Dakshina  

(Conference Secretary) 
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SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND GENDER IDENTITY ARE DIFFERENT: THE RESEARCH PAPER 

STATING THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE COMPLICATED TERMS WITH MIXED METHOD 

ANALYSIS 

Ms. Afshan Shaikh, Ms. Vishakha Patil and Ms. Ananya Shinde 

Final Year, Bsc, Computer Science, Satish Pradha Dyanasadhana College, Thane (W) 

ABSTRACT 
How many people know the difference between sexualities and gender identities? Not many, so in this research 

review, we’re going to glance at what exactly these terms mean, how could we differ the terms, and how this 

misunderstanding affects queer people. There are different types of sexualities and gender labels used by 

millions of people, which may stress out the people who want to understand their queer friend or a family 

member or are just curious.So to start with sexual orientation is a term used to describe your romantic or 

intimate partner preference, you may be attracted to the opposite sex (Straight), same-sex (Gay, Lesbian), both 

(Bisexual), or even more than just two genders (Pansexual, Omnisexual, etc.) and might not even feel a 

romantic or sexual attraction (Asexual) or less attraction (Demisexual, Demiromantic). While gender identity is 

a term used to describe who you are from within, what you feel from inside, and how you would like other 

people to identify you as, you may be transgender, non-binary, genderfluid, or genderqueer, these are some 

labels from the 78 identified genders as per 2019 research excluding the birth-assigned genders.When people 

often misinterpret those terms, closeted queers couldn’t point out their negligence without getting an eye. It 

inflicts mental health issues on the discriminated queer people who are just being themselves. In conclusion, 

sexual orientation & gender identities are both varied terms consisting of several diverse labels. 

Keywords: Sexual orientation, gender identity, non-binary, genderqueer, closeted, omnisexual, diverse labels. 

INTRODUCTION 
We use an acronym (LGBT). Which is Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender.  Gender Identity is who you 
are like man, women, or transgender. Sexual orientation differs from gender identity which means who you are 
attracted to physically, emotionally, romantically. Further information about sexual orientation and gender 
identity: Since ancient time people accepted that it is a proper way for man and woman to be together but 
development of globalization and impact of western culture people value the sexuality specially among college 
students, because they are our future. They are receiving higher education and follow the new trend. 

Sexual orientation is divided into four major classes which is as follows: 

Heterosexual: They are known as “Straight” people. Heterosexuality is romantic attraction, sexual attraction or 
sexual behavior between people of the opposite sex or gender. 

Homosexual: Homosexuality is romantic attraction, sexual attraction, or sexual behavior between members of 
the same sex or gender. As a sexual orientation, homosexuality is "an enduring pattern of emotional, romantic, 
and/or sexual attractions" to people of the same sex. 

Asexual: Asexuality is the lack of sexual attraction to others, or low or absent interest in or desire for sexual 
activity. It may be considered a sexual orientation or the lack thereof. It may also be categorized more widely, 
to include a broad spectrum of asexual sub-identities. 

Bisexual: Bisexuality is romantic attraction, sexual attraction, or sexual behavior toward both males and 
females, or to more than one gender. It may also be defined to include romantic or sexual attraction to people 
regardless of their sex or gender identity, which is also known as pansexuality. 

In gender identity people who are transgender, or who otherwise don’t confirm to gender stereotype come from 
all walks of life. Trans people are one of the most disadvantageous groups in society. They routinely experience 
prejudice, discrimination, hatred, harassment and even violence. 

In 2010 the Trans Plus project conducted a detailed survey with 433 people across Ontario. Trans people 
reported barriers and discrimination in accessing employment and medical care. Two Third said that they had 
avoided public spaces such as malls, clothing stores, and gyms because of fear of harassment. the trans and non-
confirming gender individuals to legal protection in the same way that people are protected from discrimination, 
harassment based on race, age, disability and all other prohibit grounds. 
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REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
A greater tolerance for people with diverse sexual orientations and gender identities has been observed in 
several parts of the world. They are forced to live in cloistered groups, on the fringes of society and in extreme 
poverty. Literature and Cinema have beautifully depicted the sociological, sexual, psychological, cultural 
violence faced by this community. These people have their own way of style, language, expression, feeling and 
behavior. 

All of them are neglected by the society and thus they create their own society in which they make themselves 
comfortable but even then, they are tortured and disturbed by the outer world. The two great Sanskrit epic 
poems, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, indicate the existence of a third gender in ancient India society. 
Homosexuality seems to be alien to Indian culture and is a source of moral corruption. Homosexual love and its 
representations are not new in India. 

Homosexual love has its echoes, explicit or incipient in Indian religious scriptures, paintings and literatures, 
ancient and modern. Critics such as Ruth Vanita, Saleem Kidwai, who have written extensively on the history 
and traditions of same-sex love argue that “many believe that the idea and practice of same-sex love were 
imported into India by ‘foreigners’- Muslim invaders, European conquerors, or American capitalists” (Vanita 
and Kidwai 2008, xxxv) who did not approve of non-procreative sex. 

The situation was severely worsened when the British Government being influenced by the principles of 
Victorian Puritanism introduced a penal code that considered homosexual love a crime of severe punishment 
which continued to be part of the Indian Penal Code. Earlier than that in Indian culture, lesbianism and gayism 
were acceptable forms of sexuality – the most ancient sculptural art of Khajuraho caves and the architecture of 
some of the Hindu temples in Orissa bear a burning testimony. Influenced by colonial thinking, the non-
heteronormative sexual identities came to be objected and outlawed in India. 

The consequence can be seen in India, where the Gay Pride Marches in Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Bangalore and 
Chennai include lesbians, gays, transgenders and others who come together as ‘Queer’ to forge coalitional 
politics against the homophobic Indian society. The word ‘lesbianism’ is derived from the Greek word ‘Lesbos,’ 
a Greek island in the Aegean Sea which was the native place of Sappho, the 7th Century B.C. lyric poetess who 
addressed her love poems to women. In the Kamasutra, the famous classic of Hindu erotica, there is a clear 
mention of lesbianism. 

Today lesbianism is a universal phenomenon where women find sexual fulfilment among themselves. It has 
been increasing in the conservative Indian society despite the society’s lack of recognition of this practice. 
Reason being a woman can work up another woman better than a man; whereas a man performs and after doing 
it he becomes indifferent to his female partner or shows lack of care for her. Indian women are controlled 
during their pre and post marital stages of life. They are either under the clutches of their parents or husbands. 
They are subjected to social bias and issues from which many of them fail to find a way out. 

R. Raj Rao is one of India’s leading gay-rights activists. His novel The Boyfriend (2003) is one of the first gay 
novels to come from India. He also published the non-fiction work Whistling in the Dark (2009), and the novel 
Hostel Room 131 (2010). Poems from Rao’s BOMGAY collection served as the basis for Riyad Vinci Wadia’s 
film Bomgay (1996), said to be India’s first gay film. Following the success of The Boyfriend, Rao founded the 
Queer Studies Circle at Pune University. Rao was one of the first to offer a course on LGBT literature at the 
university level in India. Rao’s novel The Boyfriend deconstructs received understandings of sexuality, sex, and 
gender in India and inscribes the queer subculture of Bombay as a legitimate part of Indian culture, thus 
counterbalancing homophobic nationalist discourses that reproduce normative sexualities. However, Rao’s texts 
extend in order to redefine the cultural norm of what constitutes Indian culture. 

Transgenders/Hijras (Eunuchs) were granted voting rights in 1994 in India. Shabnam ‘Mausi’ Bano - is the first 
transgender Indian or Hijra to be elected to public office. Padmini Prakash has become India’s first transgender 
to anchor a daily television news show. Further research may be carried out to explore the different seminal 
texts or literary representations of Indian writings in English related to the LGBTQIA community-- that are still 
seem to be uncovered or unexplored vistas of Queer space i.e., present in it. 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
Though many studies are done based on the LGBTQ+ community, not all have a particular article regarding the 
differences in the definition of some complex terms. This study explicitly counters the problem of inadequacy 
of the study on the terms in the community. 
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As the study of the LGBTQ+ community is conducted in very few education systems or media, there is a lack of 
understanding among people, on what specifically is the difference between various terms and what they mean.  
might want to get some help or want to support someone else. 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
The primary objective of this study is to state the distinct difference between the term’s sexual orientation and 
gender identity and how it affects people. 

Defining Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 
Sexual orientation has three distinct components -- identity (I`m gay), behavior (I have sex with the same 
gender) and attraction (I`m sexually attracted to the same gender). Research focusing on sexual orientation uses 
these components to identify who belongs to which group. However, it is difficult to use these assessment scale 
due to ambiguity of the definition of sexual orientation. The variability in defining sexual orientation may 
produce inconsistent findings across studies. Thus, researches should carefully appraise the appropriateness of 
their definitions on sexual orientation in the light of research. Similar variant definition is observed in the 
studies of ‘transgender’ because some people do not use transgender to define themselves or some who are 
engage in same sex behavior would not define themselves as LGB regardless of researcher’s definition. So, 
simply asking people whether they transgender may led to false reports. 

Reluctance to Identify as LGBT to Researchers 
Researchers studying such sensitive topics have to face the reluctance of some participants to disclose 
information about themselves. Questions on sensitive topics such as sexual practices can be seen as intruding 
their privacy, thus, the respondents may refuse to answer, intentionally give inaccurate response or may decline 
to participate in research. Sexual minority is highly stigmatized. Despite improvements in the social 
environment of LGBTs, LGBTs have much to lose, face discrimination and may become subject to violence 
from having disclosed their sexual status. LGBTs may not be willing to disclose their identity to researchers. 
Such sensitive topics face challenges of non-participation or false response. Participants may be more willing to 
disclose their sensitive information anonymously. 

Obtaining High Quality Samples 
Even if the issue of definition is solved, researchers cannot find high quality/ statistical data about the 
characteristics of this population. Numerous studies of sexual minority have given us an insight in the life and 
health of LGBTs. If the goal of the study is to provide an approximation that can be generalized with the entire 
LGBT population, Statistical samples are required. Obtaining such samples of LGBT population is difficult as 
these group of people are hard to reach due to definition ambiguity, discrimination and fear of isolation. 
Random samples of the LGBT population are impossible to obtain because no conceivable samples exist while 
it is hard to obtain representative samples because of no proper definition and another reason being the fact that 
many LGBT people may choose not to identify themselves as such. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
Research staff, including 1 member of the study team (K.D.), conducted 27 semi structured, individual 
interviews, using verbal probing cognitive interviewing techniques. We recruited patients in person in clinic 
waiting rooms, shortly after they had completed the survey, between May 2016 and July 2016; these patients 
represent a convenience sample. We interviewed patients to understand their thought processes about, reactions 
to and experience of the survey questions. We conducted the interviews, which lasted on average 29 minutes, in 
a private space. We collected patient demographics to ensure variability in the participants interviewed. We 
conducted the interviews in English, and patients were required to have sufficient fluency to complete the 
consent process and understand all questions. We audio-recorded and transcribed the interviews verbatim. 
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Twenty-seven patients were interviewed during the study. They were diverse in age, gender identity, education 
level, preferred language, immigration status and self-rated health. Several key themes emerged through the 
analysis. First, many patients said they appreciated the variety of options available for both the sexual 
orientation and gender identity questions. Unprompted, several patients reported that having diverse options 
created a positive impression of the health organization, which was perceived as an inclusive organization 
welcoming of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and 2-spirited (LGBTQ2S) individuals. Many patients 
with a variety of sexual orientations and gender identities wanted to know more about the meaning of the 
various options provided, and the questions sparked curiosity about sexual and gender diversity. 

Second, some patients felt uncomfortable answering these questions. Some LGBTQ2S patients reported that 
answering the questions on sexual orientation and gender identity made them uncomfortable because these 
questions brought previous experiences of discrimination to the surface. Regarding the question on sexual 
orientation, 1 participant noted, “I’m trying to break free from what I’ve dealt with my whole life from my family 

… the persecution of gays, and that whole history … so it was difficult just for me personally to answer it. I 
made it through it, and answered it as honestly [as] I could. But [it was] still difficult, just because of what I’ve 

gone through and what I’ve had to hide in a sense.” A small number of cisgender and heterosexual patients 
interviewed expressed discomfort with the response options provided, often relating their feelings to having 
been raised in environments not tolerant of diversity in gender identity and sexual orientation. One patient 
noted, “[The sexual orientation question —] it’s just uncomfortable for me. (…) I grew up in a family that … 
you’re heterosexual and that’s it.” 

Third, despite the variety of responses provided, some patients did not see their identities reflected in the 
options. The term “bi-flexible” was suggested as a response option for the sexual orientation question. Patients 
suggested adding a broader term, such as “gender nonbinary” as a gender identity response option. The gender 
identity question also did not include “2-spirited,” although it was included in the question on sexual 
orientation. Adding an open-ended field as a way to capture specificity instead of trying to label all identities 
and orientations was also suggested for both questions. 
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Fitting themselves into a specific category was difficult for patients who had recently come out as trans or were 
currently transitioning. “I’m a trans woman, so I just don’t know where I fall in there. Most of my life I went the 

way I was supposed to go, but now I’m coming out as my trans woman self. I left [the question] blank.” Some 
patients were uncertain of the definition of the term “trans” and whether it referred to individuals who had 
socially or medically transitioned, or neither, or who had a gender identity that differed from the sex they were 
assigned at birth. One participant noted that since the data were being collected in a medical setting, she 
assumed a more clinical definition of the term. “I realized after I had put ‘trans’ that within a medical setting, it 

tends to see trans identity as a, as a very medical phenomena. In terms of the physical attributes of like and the 

sexual reproduction aspects and that’s not like really my kind of association with terms.” 

ANALYSIS INTERPRETATION OF THE DATA 
The most active generation in the LGBTQ+ community is the youth. And when it comes to society, they are 
often mistreated for being who they are. Despite the lack of research in this sector and the society's 
interpretation of this as a trend of a new generation, people are influenced to believe in the facts put forward by 
the homophobic people without doing an exploration themselves. 

Since the 1990’s the word transgender has been used primarily as an umbrella term to describe those people 
who defy societal expectations and assumptions regarding gender. The establishment of gender identity is a 
complex phenomenon and the diversity of gender expression argues against a simple or unitary explanation. For 
this reason, the extent to which it is determined by social vs biological (i.e., genes and hormones) factors 
continues to be debated vigorously. 

The biological basis of gender identity cannot be modelled in animals and is best studied in people who identify 
with a gender that is different from the sex of their genitals, in particular transsexual people. Several extensive 
reviews by Dick Swaab and coworkers elaborate on the current evidence for an array of prenatal factors that 
influence gender identity, including genes and hormones. 

Research over several decades has demonstrated that sexual orientation ranges along a continuum, from 
exclusive attraction to the opposite sex to exclusive attraction to the same sex. However, sexual orientation is 
usually discussed in terms of 3 categories: heterosexual (having emotional, romantic or sexual attractions to 
members of the other sex), homosexual (having emotional, romantic or sexual attractions to members of one’s 
sex) and bisexual (having emotional, romantic or sexual attractions to both men and women). Most people 
experience little or no sense of choice about their sexual orientation. There is no scientifically convincing 
research to show that therapy aimed at changing sexual orientation (i.e., reparative or conversion therapy) is 
safe or effective. 

The origin of sexual orientation is far from being understood, although there is no indication that it is affected 
by social aspects after birth. On the other hand, a large amount of empirical data suggests that genes and 
hormones are important regulators of sexual orientation. Useful animal models and experimental paradigms in 
animals have helped frame questions and propose hypotheses related to human sexual orientation. 

LIMITATIONS IN THE STUDY OF LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY 
Researchers are faced with many social, cultural or behavioral challenges during the research study. 

CONCLUSION 
Following our research goal of improving the quality-of-life LGBTQI through breaking the silence that exist 
about violence, harassment, and discrimination.Although much of evidence on norm change towards greater 
acceptance of support for LGBTQI people comes from the global North, there is growing body of evidence 
from southern countries which suggests that discourses of equality have taken hold in many palaces. 

Since 1990 the word transgender has been used primarily as an umbrella term to describe for who defies 
assumptions regarding gender. Many surveys have been done for people to understand the LGBTQI term. In 
2010 Trans Plus Project conducted a survey for trans people in which they show how people harass them and 
humiliate them that even fear to go outside. In 2001, The UK Gay and Lesbian Census had done survey in in 
that time it’s the largest survey one face to face or through phone or internet but because of low literacy level, 
the people don`t understand the term. Just like that, many surveys had been done regarding LGBTQI for people 
to understand them and treat them equally. But because of people judging ability and low literacy it has become 
a sensitive topic. 

According to literature reviewed in this paper showing increasing attention to the challenges facing the 
LGBTQI people in developing countries mostly focusing on the human rights-based approach. Usually, 
interventions, approaches and campaigns draw on a discourse of human rights that advocates for inclusion of 
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LGBTQI people into existing structures rather than a systemic change that might challenge the gender binary. 
while this is an important first step, a queer approach would also push to deconstruct heteronormativity by 
challenging an identity-based approach and allowing for wider expression of sexual orientation and gender 
identity. 
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A LEGACY OF LGBTQ PIONEERS IN MEDICINE 

Dr. Amita Charandas Chandanshive 

Satish Pradhan Dnyanasadhana College, Thane 

THE PROBLEM AND SCOPE 

LGBTQ History Month runs from October 1-31. 

“Race, gender, religion, sexuality, we are all people and that’s it. We’re all people. We’re all equal.” That is 
according to Conor Franta. Whatever your gender, race, religion, and sexuality is, you’re still the person which 
you are now. Your sexual preference doesn’t define you, it is your personality that aspire you to be who you are 
in the society where you belong. But there are still people who do not yet accept the third sex in the community. 
Attitude is determined as “a predisposition or a tendency to respond positively or negatively to a certain idea, 
object, person, or situation” [1]. A person have two angles in viewing a certain person or peers that is involve in 
a society, its either positive or negative. On the other hand, an attitude is “a relatively enduring organization of 
beliefs, feelings, and behavioral tendencies towards socially significant objects, groups, events or symbols”. We 
all know that we live in a society with a group of different people that has different perceptions. Like, the 
negative stereotypical thoughts arise from proximity and social knowledge of out groups; and in the case of 
heterosexual-homosexual dynamics, they may also serve as a safety mechanism used to enforce group 
superiority and normalcy. That means that society still exhibit ambivalence of the inclusive acceptance of 
homosexuality today. 

The widespread of LGBT community has awakening the social perspectives of the society towards them. This 
study could not only benefits to the researchers but also for the whole community. It may change their views, 
perceptions, and beliefs in the LGBT community. Nowadays the researchers have seen a lot of changes towards 
the LGBT community. On how they interact, and build their self in the society just for them to be accepted. The 
purpose of the study is to know what heterosexual people sees homosexual as their friends and how do they 
interact with them and also to acknowledge the society about how homosexuality approach the heterosexuality 
in the 21st century. This present study was intended to achieve the views and perceptions of heterosexuality 
towards the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender in the society. The study beset 3 main objectives: To explore 
current views and perceptions of heterosexuality towards homosexuality. To discover how people deal and how 
they interact with homosexuality. To examine their basis on how they come up with such an attitude towards 
homosexuality. 

THEORATICAL FRAMEWORK 
It’s well established that June is LGBTQ Pride Month in recognition of the Stonewall Riots of June 1969, so 
why do we celebrate LGBTQ History Month in October? According to the observance’s official homepage, in 
1994, Rodney Wilson, a Missouri high school teacher, believed a month should be dedicated to the celebration 
and teaching of gay and lesbian history, and gathered other teachers and community leaders in support of the 
cause. They selected October because American public schools are in session and existing traditions such as 
today, Coming Out Day (October 11), occur during this month. National Coming Out Day marks the 
anniversary of the National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights on October 11, 1987. 

Legacy honors the observance each year not only to uplift the LGBTQ community, but to honor our own 
history. The Montrose Clinic, which grew to become Legacy Community Health, was originally founded as a 
health clinic by and for gay men where the community could go for judgement-free care. Though the early 
volunteers at the Montrose Clinic were pioneers in the field of LGBTQ health care here in Houston, they 
weren’t the first. Let’s get to know some of the other innovators in queer medicine and some who still work 
alongside. 

Homosexuals and transgender people have not been treated fairly by the healthcare system historically. Until 
the 1970s, homosexuality was considered a psychiatric illness. Various treatments were used to change sexual 
orientation — with little success. In 1992, homosexuality was removed from the International Classification of 
Diseases. Some would argue that the AIDS crisis became an epidemic because the larger medical community 
viewed it as a gay disease and thus not worth aggressively researching and treating. Even President Reagan tried 
to prevent his Surgeon General, C. Everett Koop, from speaking out about the AIDS epidemic publicly and 
joked about AIDS as being the “gay plague.” 

Despite this discriminatory history, the LGBTQ community has made meaningful contributions to the larger 
medical field. 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Stonewall-riots
https://lgbthistorymonth.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_National_March_on_Washington_for_Lesbian_and_Gay_Rights
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In 2018, when the Supreme Court unanimously struck down India’s colonial-era criminal prohibition on same-
sex relations, Justice Indu Malhotra stated that, “an apology [is owed] to members of the LGBT community … 
for the ostracization and persecution they faced because of society’s ignorance.” In the case’s early stages, the 
Indian Medical Association made clear: “We are seriously concerned that homosexuality is looked upon as a 
disorder and in our joint petition appealed to the Supreme Court that it was not an illness.” 

In January 2021, the Delhi Child Rights Commission recommended a ban on medically unnecessary 
“normalizing” surgeries on children born with intersex variations. This follows the southern state of Tamil 
Nadu banning such operations in 2019 after a court upheld the informed consent rights for intersex children. 
The commission’s recommendation received support from the Delhi Medical Council, which wrote that, 
“[s]urgical interventions … that are not deemed medically necessary should be delayed until the patient can 
provide meaningful informed consent.” 

The medical commission’s advisory this week, Dr. L. Ramakrishnan, vice president of SAATHII, an LGBT 
advocacy group, said: “The issue is not only one of misrepresentation but also one of absence. For instance, 
standard Indian textbooks in Pediatrics do not mention same-gender attraction or transgender identity in a non-
pathologizing manner while addressing child and adolescent development.” 

The National Medical Commission’s announcement further indicates the widespread support for reform among 
Indian legal and medical experts. It is a good precedent for what is needed across the education sector – a 
comprehensive update of outdated curricula. 

Statement- about LGBTQIA pioneers in Medicine field. 

Solution- This study will determine the knowledge of students from Thane city towards LGBTQIA pioneers in 
medicine field. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 
Phill Wilson (he/him) is a prominent Black HIV/AIDS activist. After the death of his partner from HIV, he 
founded the Black AIDS Institute in 1999. Wilson was later appointed to President Obama’s Advisory Council 
on HIV/AIDS and served as a World AIDS Summit delegate advocating for the CDC Despite this 
discriminatory history, the LGBTQ community has made meaningful contributions to the larger medical 
community. Somewhat interestingly, this article was quite difficult to research, as gay history is still being 
written and not widely studied. In honor of Pride month, celebrates these heroes.to provide additional funding to 
Black-led HIV/AIDS advocacy groups. He was a forerunner in the creation of the “Let’s Stop HIV Together” 
campaign, which promotes HIV testing, prevention and treatment. 

Dr. Alan L. Hart (October 4, 1890 – July 1, 1962) 

Dr. Hart was an American physician, radiologist, tuberculosis researcher, writer and novelist. In 1918, he was 
one of the first trans men to undergo hysterectomy and gonadectomy in the United States and lived the rest of 
his life as a man. Somewhat interestingly, this was quite difficult to research, as gay history is still being written 
and not widely studied. In honor of Pride month, celebrates these heroes. He pioneered the use of X-Ray 
photography in tuberculosis detection. Dr. Hart was instrumental in developing tuberculosis screening programs 
at the time that TB was the largest disease killer in the US. Dr. Hart’s efforts with screening programs saved 
thousands of lives. Utilizing an X-Ray system Dr. Hart developed, doctors managed to cut the tuberculosis 
death toll down to one-fiftieth from previous levels. 

Dr. Louise Pearce (March 5, 1885 – August 10, 1959) 
Louise Pearce, a physician and pathologist, was one of the foremost female scientists of the early 20th century. 
Her research led to a cure for trypanosomiasis (African Sleeping sickness) in 1919. 

In 1920, when a severe outbreak of the disease broke out in the Belgian Congo, (modern day Zaire), Dr. Pearce, 
then 35 years old and attracted by the adventures of field research, volunteered to go alone to Leopoldville to 
test the new drug. The Rockefeller Institute sent Pearce, “trusting her vigorous personality to carry out an 
assignment none too easy for a woman physician and not without its dangers.” Studying the effect of each dose 
of tryparsamide on more than seventy patients, Pearce saw the parasites were completely eradicated within a 
few weeks of the treatment. Belgian officials, impressed and grateful for her results, awarded her the Ancient 
Order of the Crown and elected her a member of the Belgian Society of Tropical Medicine. For many years, 
Louise Pearce lived with physician Sara Josephine Baker and author Ida A. R. Wylie and is even buried 
alongside them. All were members of Heterodoxy, a feminist biweekly luncheon discussion club, of which 
many members were lesbian or bisexual. 

 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/09/07/same-sex-relations-no-longer-crime-india
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/09/07/same-sex-relations-no-longer-crime-india
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/01/14/momentum-builds-around-intersex-protection-india
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/08/29/indian-state-bans-unnecessary-surgery-intersex-children
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/04/29/indian-court-decides-favor-informed-consent-rights-intersex-people
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/01/14/momentum-builds-around-intersex-protection-india
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JSwXmjwdLE0-UHnliDRmj6k6ijPfikb6/edit
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/06/24/section-377-history-young-lgbt-indians-need-concrete-policies-protect-them-bullying
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Michael Dillon 

1st May 1915-15th May 1952 

Michael Dillon was the second child of an Irish baronet. Assigned female at birth, he took an early interest in 
masculinity. At Oxford University he became President of the Women’s Boat Club and was already presenting 
in a masculine fashion. 

After graduation, Dillon got work near Bristol. A local GP, George Foss, was experimenting with a new drug, 
testosterone, but it had unfortunate side-effects for women patients. He wrote up the trial for The Lancet. Dillon 
thought those side-effects were just what he needed. Dr. Foss was initially happy to help, but asked Dillon to 
see a psychiatrist. This did not go well. The psychiatrist told Foss not to help Dillon. He also gossiped to people 
at Dillon’s workplace, forcing him to seek alternative employment. Foss gave Dillon a supply of testosterone 
but declined to continue treatment. 

WW2 created opportunities for people who were legally female. Dillon obtained work at a car dealership in 
Bristol. Meanwhile, testosterone began to change his body. In 1942 Dillon collapsed in the street and was taken 
to the Bristol Royal Infirmary. There he met a doctor who agreed to perform breast removal surgery. Dillon also 
obtained a letter explaining that his sex had been incorrectly recorded at birth. This allowed him to change his 
legal name and gender. Able to live freely as a man, he enrolled in a local college to study medicine. Dillon was 
introduced to the leading plastic surgeon, Sir Harold Gillies. He spent his free time working at Gillies’ hospital 
in Basingstoke. In return, Gillies experimented with surgery to give Dillon a penis. Thirteen operations later, 
Dillon had the body he wanted. 

As the war ended, Dillon completed his studies in Bristol. He wrote Self: A Study in Ethics and Endocrinology, 
which even today is leading edge in its patient-centred approach to trans medicine. Dillon qualified as a doctor 
through Trinity College, Dublin. Roberta Cowell, a racing driver and former Spitfire pilot, read Self and 
contacted Dillon who introduced her to Gillies. At the time, removing someone’s testicles was a crime. Cowell 
said that a friend performed that operation secretly so that Gillies could proceed with her vaginoplasty legally. 
The friend was probably Dillon. He also introduced Cowell to Arthur Milbourn, the Canon of Bristol Cathedral, 
who wrote the introduction to her autobiography. 

Dillon hoped that he and Cowell might marry, but she turned him down. Distraught, he joined the merchant 
navy, serving as a ship’s doctor until 1958 when he was outed by the Daily Express. Unable to work, Dillon 
headed to India to explore his interest in Buddhism. 

The Buddhist leaders were reluctant to accept Dillon as they normally only admitted men. However, with 
patience and devotion he finally became the first Western European to be ordained as a Buddhist monk. 
Unfortunately, India did not agree with Dillon. He became sick and died in 1962. 

Bruce Voeller, PhD (May 12, 1934 – February 13, 1994) 

Bruce Voeller was an American biologist and AIDS researcher who pioneered the use of nonoxynol-9 as a 
spermacide and topical virus-transmission preventative. He won a five-year fellowship at the Rockefeller 
Institute to complete his doctoral studies in biochemistry, developmental biology and genetics, before becoming 
an associate professor there. Before the 1980s, AIDS was known by various names, including GRIDD (Gay 
Related Immune Defense Disorder). Because this term was inaccurate, Voeller coined the term “Acquired 
Immuno Deficiency Syndrome.” He established the Mariposa Foundation conduct research in the field of 
human sexuality and to find ways to reduce the risks of diseases related to it. At the time of his death, Voeller’s 
research centered on the reliability of various brands of condoms in preventing the spread of diseases and on 
viral leakage studies for the then-recently approved female condom. 

Dr. John Ercel Fryer (November 7, 1937 – February 21, 2003) 

Dr. Fryer was an American psychiatrist and gay rights activist best known for his anonymous speech at the 1972 
American Psychiatric Association (APA) annual conference where he appeared in disguise and under the name 
Dr. Henry Anonymous. 

This event has been cited as a key factor in the decision to de-list homosexuality as a mental illness from the 
APA’s Diagnostic and Statisical Manual of Mental Disorders. Fryer was the first gay American psychiatrist to 
speak publicly about his sexuality. Phill Wilson (he/him) is a prominent Black HIV/AIDS activist. After the 
death of his partner from HIV, he founded the Black AIDS Institute in 1999. Wilson was later appointed to 
President Obama’s Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS and served as a World AIDS Summit delegate advocating 
for the CDC to provide additional funding to Black-led HIV/AIDS advocacy groups. He was a forerunner in the 
creation of the “Let’s Stop HIV Together” campaign, which promotes HIV testing, prevention and treatment. 
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Dr. Colt St. Amand (he/they) is a Texas Licensed Psychologist with expertise in gender and sexuality as well 
as a Family Medicine resident. St. Amand is an openly transgenderqueer Two Spirit man who works with 
gender and sexual minorities, their loved ones, and those seeking to learn more about gender and sexuality. He 
provides consultation and WPATH GEI certification mentoring for clinicians working with transgender and 
gender expansive clients. St. Amand also co-founded Gender Infinity, which offers gender-affirming support in 
the forms of an annual conference, camps, and family gatherings. 

Dr. Sophia Jex-Blake (1840-1912) wanted to earn a medical degree, but was prevented from studying for one 
because she was a woman. She took the matter into her own hands, founding the London School of Medicine 
for Women. The university became the only place a woman could earn a medical degree in the UK for many 
years. Between its opening and 1911, the number of women doctors in the country skyrocketed from two to 
495. She became the first woman M.D. to practice in Scotland. While many medical historians are familiar with 
Jex-Blake’s legacy as a medical pioneer, one aspect of her personal biography is commonly left out—her 
romantic partners were women. 

Dr. Emily Blackwell (1826-1910) was among the first women in the United States to earn an M.D. Blackwell 
helped established a women’s hospital in New York, later adding a women’s medical college to the experiment. 
Blackwell met Dr. Elizabeth Cushier (1837-1931) when Cushier became a student at Blackwell’s college. 
Later, Cushier began working alongside Blackwell at the hospital. Blackwell and Cushier raised an adopted 
daughter together. In 1981, Blackwell’s hospital relocated and merged with another institution. It’s now known 
as the New York-Presbyterian Lower Manhattan Hospital. 

India’s National Medical Commission has ordered publishers and medical schools to edit their textbooks and 
curricula to exclude discriminatory and unscientific portrayals of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
intersex (LGBTI) people. 

The order from the country’s highest medical regulator follows a June 2021 Madras High 
Court ruling instructing institutions across the country to roll back prejudicial and inaccurate portrayals of 
sexual and gender minorities. In the judgment, Judge Anand Venkatesh said, “Ignorance is no justification for 
normalizing any form of discrimination.” His language echoes previous court rulings and commission reports in 
India. 

METHODOLOGY 
Research design -This present study is aim to unleash the current attitudes from the sample group and to enable 
to use the data to broaden the view about a bigger population of similar students in the campus. This study is 
best described as cross-sectional study design because it was used to capture knowledge or attitudes one point at 
a time of LGBTQ pioneers in the Medicine field. The study used a nonprobability sampling because the 
researchers needed to gather data from the specific respondents. The questionnaire consisted mostly of close-
ended question whereas close-ended questions had options which were determined by the researcher. Students 
were approached who are willingly and potentially had the information that they could share and so purposive 
sampling was used. Finally the data was collected using self-administered questionnaires. Close-ended 
questions were included because they are easier to administer and to analyze. They are more efficient in the 
sense that a respondent is able to complete more close-ended items than open-ended items in a given period of 
time. This present study use a mixed methods and at the same time using correlational design. 

DATA INTERPRETATION AND DISCUSSION  
The study was engaged with quantitative data analysis procedure where descriptive statistics such as 
frequencies, percentages, and means were used. The statistical package for social sciences (SPSS, version 17) 
was used in order to run the descriptive statistics. The following data was derived from the chosen respondents 
which are teachers and students’ questionnaires. The data were gathered about the attitudes of the respondents 
that shape their perceptions towards LGBTQ pioneers in Medicine field . The Table 2 discussed the respondents 
percentage on how many respondents does each group have. After the data was collected, . In accordance to the 
data, an attitude was discovered based on the answers of the following respondents. It is understood that 
majority of the respondents have already aware the LGBT pioneers in Medicine field  in the Thane city, to be 
specific, in Satish Pradhan Dnyansadhana College(Table 3). The Table 2 above shows the percentage of the 
respondents in terms of different attitudes that indicated in each statement. 45.11% out of the 100 respondents 
have already made up their perceptions towards LGBT people based on the given attitudes in each number. 
While 54.89% of the respondents are still on the state of confusion whether they should interact more with 
LGBT people or make themselves distant from the LGBT community. In questions number 1-4, 7.05% of the 
respondents have personal feelings that may be preventing them from being accepting and supportive of LGBT 
people while 4.88% of the respondents don’t have personal feelings and that makes them accept and support the 

https://www.mhc.tn.gov.in/judis/madras-do/index.php/casestatus/viewpdf/WP_7284_2021_XXX_0_0_07062021_177.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-india-lgbt-court-trfn/ignorance-no-excuse-says-indian-judge-who-fought-his-own-bias-in-lgbt-case-idUSKCN2DK1HC
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LGBT people [13]. In number 5-8, 8.31% of the respondents are somewhat accepting and supporting LGBT 
people but still have areas in which to grow in order to be an effective ally. In number 9-12, 7.9% of the 
respondents are ready to be an effective ally. Only 2% respondants were aware about medico’s who belongs to 
LGBTQ. 

In this study it will elude opinions and elicit numerical data from the respondents through survey or 
questionnaire. It is a closed-ended question. Questionnaires were personally distributed by the researchers to the 
selected degree college students from First year to Third year and to the teachers. The data was collected over a 
period of 5 days. The researchers roam from room to room in order to distribute the questionnaire to the chosen 
respondents. The papers are separated by gender. When a questionnaire is used as a data gathering instrument, it 
is necessary to determine whether questions and directions are clear to subjects and whether they understand 
what is required from them. 

CONCLUSION 
The conclusion of the research addressed the attitudes of people towards LGBTQ that it differs on how they see. 
The answer of a respondents have a big impact in comes of rating. Based on the findings and conclusion 
presented, the following recommendations are suggested. 

1. The researchers recommend no matter what is the gender of an individual it should be respected and views 
equally. 

2. The researchers recommend that gender equality should be addressed in the society. 

3. The researchers recommend that People should continue supporting LGBTQ inspite of any field they 
belongs.  

4. The researchers recommend that rights and protection should be implemented among the individuals of 
LGBTQ for the fact that there is still discrimination among the third sex community. 

5. People should be open-minded about LGBTQ. 

6. Uplift LGBTQ community, to honor our own history. 
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ABSTRACT 

One of the most discriminated, marginalized and vulnerable section of the Indian society is the LGBTQIA 

community. Due to their sexual orientation and gender identity issues, they   face a negative behaviour and 

attitude from their family as well as the society and are the victims of hate crime, physical and domestic 

violence and mental torture. The Part III of the Constitution of India guarantees fundamental rights to all 

citizens of India and prohibits discrimination on the basis of caste, religion, gender, sex etc.  The LGBTQ 

community in India received recognition as ‘Third Gender’, just in recent years, after the Navtej Singh Johar v 

Union of India,2018 judgement which repealed the draconian Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code,1860.  The 

Constitution of India and the Honourable court has been instrumental for enactment of Transgender Person 

(Protection of Rights Bill) 2018 for safe guarding their rights. However, even after 48 months the LGBTQI 

community does not enjoy its fundamental rights to the full extent. The present paper focusses on the violation 

of the third gender rights and their struggle for equality in view of the basic framework of the Constitution and 

Human rights. 

Keywords: Constitution of India, gender identity, Human rights, LGBTQIA, Transgender, 

INTRODUCTION 
The term LGBTQIA is an umbrella term that comprises of the following sects of people: 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Intersexes and Asexual. The LGBTQIA community have been 
discriminated for years in every sphere: social, economical, cultural etc. The Yogyakarta Principles affirm 
binding International legal standards with which all States must comply. Today also the community does not 
enjoy the basic fundamental rights provided by our Constitution. The present paper is a literature review that 
focusses on the status of LGBTQ community in India, their struggle for their gender identity. This paper also 
reports the various legislations and a brief analysis of Transgender Person (Protection of Rights) Bill 2018. 

PREVALENCE OF LGBTQ COMMUNITY IN INDIA 

Transgenders and Homosexuality has been prevalent in India dating back around 1500 BC Ancient texts like 
Rig Veda, Kamasutra, the Harems of young boys kept by Muslim Nawabs and Hindu Aristocrats. The  male 
homosexuality in the Medieval Muslim history like Malik Kafur and the scriptures of Khajurao, Madhya 
Pradesh also depict their existence. References are sought from the Hindu epic Mahabharata, Ramayana,  
Arthashastra and the  stories of Ardhnareeshwara (Shiva as half- man , half woman) and Lord Ayyappa who 
was born to Shiva and Mohini (female Avatar of Lord Vishnu) (Sharma, P., 2012).They all were treated with 
respect and judged by their abilities, were  never discriminated on the basis of their sexual orientation  or gender 
identity. were socially accepted in the society in those periods (Sharma, R., 2021). 

But with the advent of Vedic Brahminism and later on of British Colonialism homosexuality began to suppress 
and was considered unnatural and a social stigma. In the Hindu text Manusmriti there are references of 
imposing punishments like loss of caste, heavy monetary fines and strokes of the whip for gay and lesbian 
behaviour. The Indian Penal Code was enacted in 1860. Sec 377 of the IPC,1860 criminalized the act of 
homosexuality, violated the right to privacy and discriminated them socially. 

CHALLENGES FACED BY LGBTQIA COMMUNITY 
Studies have reported that the transgender community face a variety of issues and are excluded from 
participation in social and cultural life, economy and politics and decision-making. Some major challenges are 
as follows: 

Family Rejection Marginalization and Social Exclusion 
Most of the LGBTQ youngsters are ill-treated and considered as a social stigma in their families. To protect 
their social status, some parents also ask their children to leave their homes. Many remain lonely and isolate 
themselves from social gatherings and festives (Ryan et al., 2009; Chatterjee, S., 2014). 

Discrimination at School 

Constant bullying in schools, physical and mental  harassment by their own classmates in classrooms, on play 
grounds, toilets etc creates terror and fear  in the mind of the child and the child tends to remain away from 
going to school.  There is a drop out at school at a higher rate, only a few complete their higher studies 
(UNESCO Report, 2018). 
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Discrimination at Workplace 
The transgenders are denied work at various places. Due to less or no education the community does not get 
highly paid jobs. Many a times they have to beg for their survival. If they get a job, then due to their sexual 
orientation they are discriminated by their peers. 

Physical and Mental health 
The LGBTQ community face lot of health challenges. While most of them suffer from physical and domestic 
violence, encounter communicable diseases such as tuberculosis and sexually transmitted diseases; mental 
stress, transphobia, anxiety, depression, addiction to  psychotropic substances and drug use, suicidal attempts, 
are very common. In Tamil Nadu alone, there have been 16 LGBT suicide cases reported in 18 months in 
October, 2015.  (The New Indian Express, Oct 2015).  Most government hospitals do not have proper modern 
medical facilities and the infrastructure for sex reassignment surgeries. Moreover the staff is untrained to handle 
their psychological problems. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
Human rights are the rights inheritent to all human beings. The principles of human rights follows that all are 
equally entitled to human rights irrespective of nationality, place of residence, sex, national origin, colour, 
religion, language or any other status. and all have the right to live with dignity without discrimination. Our 
Constitution is the supreme law that enshrines the basic human rights to all citizens of India without any 
discrimination on the basis of race, religion, gender, etc. It is the duty of the government and our courts to 
protect the dignity of every individual and ensure the fundamental rights are not violated. 

According to Vyjayanti Vasanta Mogli, a transwoman LGBT activist and public policy scholar at Tata Institute 
of Social Sciences, Hyderabad the transmen and lesbian women in rural areas are discriminated and their basic 
human rights are denied within the family and village. In some parts of the country secret honour killings are 
planned. The lesbian women are subjected to family- sanctioned corrective rapes which are often perpetrated by 
their own family members. 

Devoid of any education, family acceptance, occupation and financial assistance the transgenders are left with 
no alternative than to resort to beggary and prostitution and fall prey to crimes such as human trafficking. Any 
kind of discrimination on the basis of one’s sexual orientation would entail a violation of the fundamental 
rights. The evils of inequality and injustice are prevalent still today and is largely seen among the LGBTQI 
community, especially the Transgender and Queer. 

THE CHANGING PHASE: RECOGNITION FOR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 
A pioneer step towards Third Gender Jurisprudence was taken up by Naz Foundation by filing a petition before 
the Delhi High Court challenging the constitutional validity of Sec 377 (Naz foundation v NCT of Delhi, 2001).  
The petitioner argued that there was violation of their fundamental right to life and liberty, right to privacy and 
dignity, right to health, right to equality and freedom of expression. The writ petition and the review petition 
were dismissed. Thereafter a Special leave petition was filed which was then converted into a Civil Appeal by 
the Supreme Court by directing that Sec 377 was unconstitutional and then the matter was remitted to Delhi 
High Court for fresh disposal.  The Hon’ble Court in Naz foundation v NCT of Delhi, (2009) pointed out that 
Sec 377 violated   the basic fundamental rights enshrined under Articles 14, 15, 19 and 21 of the constitution of 
India and therefore was unconstitutional. The decision of Hon’ble court was highly appreciated by the sexual 
minorities across the nation, but condemned by religious and faith based individual (Nirnimesh Kumar, 2009) 
who appealed before the Supreme Court of India in 2013 to reconsider the Sec 377. 

In Suresh Kumar Koushal v Naz Foundation, (2013) the Honourable Court vehemently ignored the basic 
fundamental rights under Article 14, 15,19 and 21 and upheld Section 377 IPC on the ground that LGBT 
community comprises only a minuscule fraction of the total population and that the said Section is being 
misused does not prove that the Section is ultra vires. This decision was immensely criticized since it also 
violated the basic human rights. And led to a massive movement for the LGBT rights in India. 

The various issues of LGBT community were taken up by the National Legal Services Authority (NLSA) in 
Supreme Court through a writ petition (Civil) No. 400/2012. The Supreme Court judgement in NALSA v Union 
of India (2014) brought recognition to the Transgender community as they received a separate identity and 
status as the ‘The Third Gender’. Relying on the principle of transformative constitutionalism, the Apex Court 
for the first time, gave due recognition to gender identity based on the reassigned sex after undergoing Sex 
Reassignment Surgery. The SC further directed the Government of India to treat the ‘Third Gender’ members as 
an economically and socially back ward class in terms of giving them reservation and make proper policies to 
ensure right to equality in education and employment (Article 15(2) and 16 (4)).  Subsequently the Transgender 
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Person (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2018 was enacted with an objective to safeguard their rights under Part III of 
our Constitution. In view of this, various state governments took small steps to benefit the transgender 
population by making policies of health and housing. Yet, there are cases of violation of fundamental right to 
live with dignity (Article 21) and Fundamental Right to freedom to express (Article 19(1) (a) among many other 
fundamental rights.  (Fazal Rab v State of Bihar, 1983 SC). However, a major blow to this judgement came 
after the passing of Transgender Persons Bill, 2018. 

The Bill prohibits discrimination against the transgender community and secures fundamental rights: such as 
Right to equality, Right to identity, right to life with dignity, right to education, right to occupation, and also 
health, right to access to government of private establishment. Following are the major gaps that expose them to 
institutional oppression. (Pathak, S., 2020) 

1. Gender identity in documents can only be done only after submission of proof of sex reassignment surgery 
which is to be certified by the District Magistrate. This violates the right to privacy, and bodily autonomy of 
trans people 

2. The Bill is silent on right to marriage (Arun Kumar v Inspector General of Registration, 2018), adoption and 
social security. 

In Shafin Jahan v Asokan K.M and others (2018) the Hon’ble Court upheld same -sex relationship and declared 
that the  choice of a partner is a person’s fundamental right and it can be a same -sex partner. However, the 
Delhi High Court  in February 2021 opposed same- sex marriage stating that a marriage in India can be 
recognized only if it is between a “biological man” and a “ biological woman” capable of producing children. 

3. Punishment for sexual abuse against Transgender is only two years of imprisonment whereas such an offence 
against woman punishment under IPC extends upto 7 years of imprisonment. 

4. There are no provisions for reservation or quota in education, employment etc., although the Bill mentions 
them to be treated as economically and socially backward class. 

WAY FORWARD: 

After a long struggle, the LGBTQ community has received recognition as a Third Gender, still the community 
is battling for their rights. The various measures that can be adopted to empower the LGBTQ community: 

1. Sensitization of public organizations and government bodies by organizing seminars, workshops and 
training programmes 

2. Need to orient students regarding sexual orientation and gender equality by amending the education 
curriculum. 

3. Reservation in schools and government jobs can be a progressive step. 

4. Need for anti-discrimination laws and their implementation and social inclusion for LGBTQ community. 

5. Involvement of social media and NGOs for mass awareness and campaigns 

CONCLUSION 
The Gay Pride Parades held in Delhi, Kolkata and Bangalore in July 2008 have set an example for self-
confidence and determination, but still freedom to express openly their gender identity and acceptance by the 
society remains a struggle for LGBTQ community (The Hindu, Sept 6, 2020). The evils of inequality and 
injustice cannot be removed just by enacting laws and regulations; the mindset of the people has to be changed 
through awareness programmes and positive approach. Adequate opportunities and provisions should be made 
available for developing socially, economically and politically. 
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INTRODUCTION 
For centuries transgenders are part of Indian society. During the colonial period, the laws of the British 
government were unable to understand the rights of transgendered persons. Victorian concept of morality 
suppressed the rights of transgendered persons. Even after the enactment of the Constitution of India, the 
sexual minority has waited long enough for recognition of their identity and rights. These people are treated 
as second-class citizens and have been subjected to discrimination, and harassment. In the recent past, some 
events which took place at the national level regenerated hopes for the recognition of transgender in society. 

The Supreme Court recognized transgender people as the "third gender" in the case of NALSA Union of India1. 

Further, part of Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code 1860 was decriminalized which prohibited 

consensual sex between homosexual couples in the case of Navtej Singh Johar. v. Union of India2. 
These events lead to the passing of the Transgender Act, of 2020. 

This paper aims to analyze the Act critically. The paper also tries to identify the areas in the act which unable 
to solve the problems of the community. Various secondary sources such as books and e-resources are referred 
to for the article. 

Legislations for Transgender Rights in India 

As per the 2011 census, 4,87,803 persons do not identify themselves as male or female3. Tiruchi Siva, Member of 
Parliament from the Dravida Munnetra Kazagham party made the first move to recognize the rights of 

transgender through legislation when she introduced a private member bill in the Lok Sabha4. 

Following were the key highlights of the Transgender Persons Bill 2014 

 Offered remedies against violence and harassment; 

 Provided for rights such as equality, the right to live in society, and freedom of speech; 

 Provision for equipping transgender with skill development and providing them jobs for their 
rehabilitation and social security; 

 Establishments of transgender commission at National and State levels and transgender rights courts. 

This bill was unanimously passed in the Rajya Sabha but was not discussed in the Lok Sabha. Thaawar Chand 
Gehlot then Minister of Social Justice and empowerment introduced the Transgender Person Bill 
(Protection & Rights) in the light of the aforesaid NALSA judgment, where the Supreme Court of India 
recognized transgenders as the third gender. The bill was strongly opposed by the opposition was referred to the 

Standing Committee and was passed on 17th December 2018 in the Lok Sabha. 

The salient features of the Transgender Person Bill 2016 are enumerated below5 - 

 The bill defined transgender as a person who is partly male or female, neither male nor female. Further, the 
person's gender should not match the gender assigned at birth including trans-women, trans-men, 
genderqueers, and people with intersex variations; 

 The transgender will have to obtain a certificate of proof of identity as transgender to enjoy rights under this 
bill; 

 The District Magistrate will be conferred with the power to grant the certificate of proof of identity on  
the recommendation of the Screening Committee which consisted of a medical officer, and 
psychologist. District welfare officer, and transgender person. 

 The bill prohibited discrimination against transgenders in institutions such as healthcare, education, 
and employment. It further directed the state government to make welfare schemes for the community. 

 It also provided for two years imprisonment and a fine for offenses like compelling transgender to beg and 
denying them access to public places. 
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The transgender community strongly protested against the Transgender person Bill 2016, violating their 
right to self-identity. The right to self-identity is a fundamental right under the Constitution of India. 

The Transgender person Bill 2016 was vehemently opposed by the transgender community as it violated their 
right to self-identity which is a fundamental right under the Constitution of India. After the Navtej Singh Johar 
judgment in 2018, the Minister of Social Justice and welfare another Transgender Persons Bill (Protection & 

Rights) Bill, 2019 which later became an Act as it received president assent on 5th December 2019. The key 

highlights of the Act are listed below6- 

 It defines transgenders as ones who do not match the gender assigned to them at birth. It includes persons 
with an intersex variation, genderqueers, trans-men, trans- women, and persons with intersex variations; 

 The district magistrate is empowered to give a certificate of identification to identify the person as 
transgender; 

 Prohibits discrimination against transgender and unfair treatment in an institution like healthcare, 
employment, education, and access to public facilities; 

 Recognizes the right to residence of a transgender person; 

 Provides for the formulation of schemes by the government like vocational training programs and self-
employment for their social welfare; 

 It states that the government must take steps to provide health care facilities to transgenders which 
includes HIV surveillance centers and sex reassignment surgeries; 

 It also recognizes offenses such as bonded labor, and physical and sexual abuse and provides for a minimum 
penalty of six months imprisonment and a maximum of two years with a fine; and 

 The Act also provides for the establishment of the National Council for Transgender to monitor the impact of 
policies and legislation on transgender. 

The Act passed to address the community’s needs has left many problems unanswered. It had led to a 

nationwide outcry by the transgender community criticizing the Act7. 

Problem Areas In Transgender Person Act, 2019 
Government has to address several issues related to the legislation. Rajya Sabha passed the said act in just three 
days without detailed discussion and did not suggest any amendments, additions, or deletions in the act. 
The major issue with the act a that it ignores the major point of the Right of self-determination of identity as 

stated in the NALSA judgment8. Contrary to the rule of law laid down in the judgment it stated that a person 
has a right to self-identify himself as transgender. Under this act to claim the benefits the power to issue the 
Certificate confers upon the District Magistrate. The mechanism for redressal of grievances is not provided in 
case of District Magistrate denies the certificate. To prevent any misuse of authority in there was a provision 
for a screening  committee in Transgender Bill, 2016, surprisingly this provision is missing in Transgender 
Bill, 2019. 

Acknowledgment of Transgender under Existing Laws 
Only two types of gender i. e man and woman are recognized by Civil as well as Criminal laws. Whether this act 
will recognize transgenders or not is kept ambiguous. 

No Affirmative Policy for Transgender Persons 
There is a lack of affirmative policy for transgenders in this act i.e reservation. There was a provision of 2% 
reservation for transgender in government and government-aided schools for primary, secondary, and higher 
education in The Transgender Persons Bill, 2014. It further provided for a 2% reservation for transgender 
in government establishments. As per the NALSA judgment the transgender community should be treated as 
socially and economically backward and reservations should be provided to them under the category. 

With the demand for the implementation of the reservation scheme, various petitions were filed across different 
High Courts in the country. The High Court of Madras in the case of Swapna 

.v. Chief Secretary directed the State government to form a scheme for reservation of transgender within 6 
months, which is yet to be implemented. 
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No Recognition of Same-Sex Marriages 
It was expected that the discrimination against homosexual couples would end with the decriminalization 
of Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code 1860 but that did not happen. This is quite frustrating. The act is silent 
about same-sex marriage. Legal recognition needs to be given to same-sex marriage. Once marriage is 
legalized then the rights which are generally given to married couples can be extended to them. These rights 
include pension rights, benefits such as maintenance, and succession. Acceptance and recognition of their 
relationship is the wish of the majority of same-sex couples. 

Inadequate Punishment For Sexual Abuse Against Transgender 
A report by the National Coalition of Violence Group in 2012 stated that transgender people are two times 

more likely to get harassed and abused in an intimate relationship9. The Act provides only 6 months 
minimum and a maximum of 2 years with a fine. In the Indian Penal Code 1860, the minimum punishment for 

assault or criminal force used against women with an intent to disrobe woman is a minimum of three years10. 
To maintain minimum security keeping into consideration the history of sexual abuse and suffering against 
transgenders. The punishment should be increased to a minimum of three years and 7 years of 
maximum imprisonment with a fine. 

The rule of law prescribes that the law should not place undue cognitive or behavioral command on 
people. It should be stable and according to the demands of society. The law should be consistent and solve 

the contradiction legally which may arise11. The law proposed for the rights of transgender ignores their 
needs and places undue command as it is not according to the needs and demands of the community. 

Unfinished Agenda 
A detailed analysis of the Indian Transgender Person Act 2019 indicates that there are various shortcomings in 
the Act and the government needs to rework the entire legal framework for transgender rights. The various 
recommendation which is required to be kept in mind by the Indian government are listed below – 

1. Employment 
To help the community move to the formal workplace is introduced by some companies by introducing new 
policies in that direction. To set up employment for the community some start- ups have extended their helping 
hand. Although for more representation of the community there is a need for an affirmative policy for 
transgenders. The appropriate solution is to provide a reservation for transgender in both government and 
private corporations. The first step towards the welfare of this community is to secure financial stability. 

2. Housing 
Transgendered are singled out and getting discriminated treatment by landlords. It is extremely difficult for them 
to get a respectful shelter. They are forced to stay on the streets. To prohibit the landlord from discriminating 
separate provision in the act is required. 

3. Reforms in Educational Curriculum 
To create sensitivity regarding transgenders and to make them aware of the problems faced by them topics like 
gender identity and sexuality should be made compulsory at schools. This will remove transphobia from the root 
levels of the country. Thus, the government should recommend the inclusion of gender identity education in 
both government and private schools. 

4.  Recognizing Same-Sex Marriage 
There is discrimination between heterosexual and homosexual couples concerning rights available to 
them. In the year 2018, Consensual intercourse between the same gender was decriminalized. But yet there 
is no legal recognition of same-sex marriage, leading to the discrimination of transgender couples on 

various fronts such as inheritance of property, adoption, and tax planning12. 

5. Simple Administrative Steps to Change Gender in Official Documents 
Transgenders have to deal with a lot of harassment to change their gender in official documents. Their right to self-
identification is getting violated because they must submit proof of their sex reassignment surgery. It should be 
necessary to show some sensitivity towards this issue. The government should take some steps to make the 
procedure simple and free of red-tapism. 

6. Enabling Ways for Transgender to Live According To Their Genders 
According to some studies, social stigma regarding gender nonconformity affects the health and well-being of 

transgender persons13. The individual choice regarding lifestyle must be left to a transgender person. 
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7. State Subsidies for Sex- Reassignment Surgeries 
The cost to get sex reassignment usually costs lakhs, especially in private hospitals14. Thus, most transgender 
lives claustrophobic life and desire to convert themselves to the gender they feel that they conform to. The state 
should provide subsidies for sex reassignment surgeries which will also become a path for transgenders to 
achieve self-actualization. 

8. Increase In Punishment For Discrimination Against Transgenders 
There is a need for a law that imposes strict punishment for discrimination against transgenders. The punishment 
should set an example for others. The transgender community in India has suffered more than 100 years of 
discrimination thus, this is a crucial step for the welfare of the community. 

Apart from these recommendations, there are a lot of steps that are required to be taken by the government like 
differential treatment of transgenders in prisons and sensitization of police personnel to deal with 
transgenders. The state’s responsibility is much higher to recognize the rights and identity of transgenders. 
These recommendations may not lead to an absolute recognition of rights and freedom, but these 
recommendations are necessarily the first step to removing the social stigma against the trans - community. 

CONCLUSION 
After analyzing the Transgender Person Act, of 2019, it can be concluded that Transgender Act suffers from a lot 
of maladies and there is an urgent need to redesign the entire legislation. Regardless of their sex and identity 
equal rights are guaranteed by the Constitution of India. The Transgender Person Act, of 2019 fails to uphold 
constitutional values. The community had struggled for their freedom for centuries. If the State does not fulfill 
its responsibility toward the community, it will continue to struggle for years to come. It will be one of the biggest 
stains on the Right to freedom and life, which is guaranteed by the Constitution. While writing this research 

paper one positive news came for transgender rights.15 Directorate General of Civil Aviation on August 10 
issued guidelines for aeromedical evaluation of transgender persons for obtaining medical clearance for all 
categories of pilot’s license- private pilot’s license, student’s pilot license, and commercial pilot license. 
These say that transgender candidates who have completed their hormone therapy and gender affirmation 
surgery more than five years back will be declared medically fit provided they clear screening for mental 
health by World Professional Association for Transgender Health. Like this, India as a country needs to have a 
sensitive and progressive attitude towards its citizens. 
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ABSTRACT 
One method used by society to marginalize particular groups of people is to ignore them and act as though they 

don't exist. In the past it has happened to Indigenous people and today it is happening to people who are 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer LGBTQ. They are not even mentioned in most societies throughout 

the world where it occurs. When some LGBTQ individuals insist on coming out, the prevailing culture becomes 

hostile. This ongoing prejudice against the LGBTQ population disrupts people's wellbeing, makes them suffer 

unfavorable adversities, and has a detrimental impact on society as a whole. Compared to straight students, 

LGBTQ students are more likely to experience violence and poor health because of negative views toward 

LGBTQ students at school. Unfortunately, LGBTQ adolescents do not always encounter harassment at school. 

For many people, it starts at home, frequently as soon as they discuss their sexual orientation in public. Half of 

LGBTQ youth who come out get a negative reaction from their parents, making it a devastating experience. 

Through this paper an attempt has been made to highlight the effects of discrimination on LGBTQ Youth as well 

the level of stress this individual has to go through and what can be possible measures for their acceptance in 

the society 

Keywords: LGBTQ, Discrimination, Youth 

INTRODUCTION 
Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) people are more likely than heterosexual people to 
encounter intolerance, discrimination, harassment, and the threat of violence because of their sexual orientation. 
It's because of homophobia (the fear or hatred of homosexuality). A dominating group's moral, religious, and 
political convictions are some of the elements that could further homophobia on a bigger scale. In several 
nations, homosexuality is illegal and subject to penalties including fines, jail time, life in prison, and even the 
death penalty. Human sexuality can be fixed or fluid and is experienced in many different ways. The distinction 
between male and female sexuality is further muddled by the existence of transgender, transsexual, and intersex 
individuals. It is no longer acceptable to presuppose heterosexism, which is known as heterosexism. Although 
many nations have made tremendous progress in promoting human rights, LGBTQ rights still face barriers to 
acceptance on a global scale. Some people feel that LGBTQ rights are controversial because the 1948 Universal 
Declaration for Human Rights does not directly mention sexual orientation. Eliminating discrimination based on 
sexual orientation; equal rights and privileges (marriage, common law partnerships, medical decision-making, 
wills and estates, parenting and adoption); protection from hate crimes and hate propaganda; and working to 
combat homophobia and heterosexism will be the main issues for LGBTQ rights globally in the years to come. 
In the above context the researcher thought of studying on the topic discrimination of LGBTQ youths. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Aashank Dwivedi (Times of India, 2022) stated in his article “Problems encountered by LBGTQ Youth in 
India” that LBGTQ individuals has a greater impact of exclusions and discrimination in India because of which 
they have to face problems like  earlier school abandonment, leaving the family and home, lacking access to 
regular employment and so on. Also from the article it can be inferred that in a nation where strict social and 
cultural norms regulate the conditions of school, employment, and marriage, lack of family support can be a 
significant blow to the mental and physical health of LGBT people. Families who accept their identities impose 
many restrictions on how they can dress and behave around their partners. In the absence of family support, 
social media and online communities have offered accessible options for building a community outside the 
family. 

Federman and Elias (2016) in their work said that Working in an association is not an easy assignment for 
LGBTQ persons. Various employees at a few events had varying opinions about LGBTQ employees. President 
Obama signed the bill into law in 2014, promoting inclusion and diversity in the federal workforce. However, 
LGBTQ representatives will typically favour creative or media-related careers over those in government or the 
military, and will tend to favour bureaucratic work environments least. 

Subhi & Geelan (2012) in their work said that, it might be difficult for Christian gay individuals to 
accommodate sexual orientation with rigid and supernatural convictions because many Christian places of 
worship teach that homosexual behavior is wrong. When we examine the issue of LGBTQ acceptability in 
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society, it is clear that so-called Christian nations are among the first to see them as a part of variety, and many 
of them even allow homosexual romance. This type of action speaks to the industrialized nations' mature 
democracies, which place a higher value on rights than on religion. The majority of individuals, especially those 
of the Christian religion, do not find it bothersome that there are numerous LGBTQ people in the general 
population. 

OBJECTIVES OF STUDY 
1) To study the effects of discrimination on LGBTQ Youth 

2) To examine the stress level among LGBTQ Youth due to discrimination 

3) To evaluate the measures for acceptance of LBGTQ Youth in the society 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
The data for the paper was selected from secondary sources. Secondary data was collected from different 
sources like Websites, Research papers, Journals, Newspaper articles, etc. 

DATA ANALYSIS & DISCUSSION 

Effects of Discrimination on LGBTQ Youth 

Any person's health and education can be negatively impacted by exposure to violence and harassment. The 
effects of youth health can be impacted by a complicated combination of circumstances. LGBTQ youth are 
more likely to engage in risky behaviours that increase their chance of contracting HIV and other sexually 
transmitted diseases, such as substance misuse, despair, and distress. According to the World Health 
Organization, suicide is the second biggest cause of mortality for those aged 10 to 24 worldwide, and LGBTQ 
youth are the group at the greatest risk. It is challenging to pinpoint the precise cause of LGBT people's suicide 
attempts due to the scant available evidence. There is a considerable disparity in mental health between 
homosexual and heterosexual individuals. Comparatively, international data shows that young individuals who 
identify as LGBTQ are more likely to commit suicide and self-harm than heterosexuals. According to 
international research, the influence of social hostility, discrimination, and stigma against LGBTQ persons may 
be to blame for this disparity in mental health. As per our findings few of the negative effects on LBGT Youth 
are as follows 

- Feeling the need to hide a LGBTQ identity 

- Being “ousted”/given labels 

- Encountering rigid gender roles 

- Isolating oneself or feeling isolated because LGBTQ 

- Experiencing/fearing rejection by parents 

- Having negative feelings about self 

Stress Level among LGBTQ Youth Due To Discrimination 

As per the studies conducted at the global scenario it is very evident that indeed LBGTQ youth are facing stress 
at various levels even at home, working place or a place of study. Majority of them agreed that due to high 
stress level they are having trouble sleeping at night and also they have the feeling of worthlessness and 
hopelessness. The level of stress is low if they are accepted by their family as they have at least one place of 
comfort where they can live life with freedom, as it still a distant dream of society accepting them with a wide 
open arms. So the stress level  varies  as per the acceptance of the people surrounding them, even if a certain 
section of people accept them as they are they are bit relived and are able to face challenges on various fronts, 
through this research it also being observed if children’s are given conducive environment where they are free 
to express themselves in such a scenario even a LGBTQ Youth would find easier to accept them for whom they 
are, it kind of sets a tone to face the challenges for their future ahead, so its every evident that stress level for 
LGBTQ Youth is comparatively low if they are accepted at least by some section of the society or else it very 
difficult to cope up with the stress on day to day basis 

Evaluating the Measures for Acceptance of LBGTQ Youth in the Society 

The LGBTQ individuals are intensely aware of the significant shift in public perceptions of homosexuals and 
lesbians over the past ten or more years. Because of these shifting beliefs, LGBTQ community now feel more 
accepted by society than they did in the past. They have also sparked a practically unanimous sense of optimism 
about the community's future. Greater social acceptability, in the opinion of LGBTQ Youth, is the outcome of 
high-profile public personalities' initiatives as well as the fact that more people know someone who is lesbian, 
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gay, bisexual, or transgender. The vast majority of respondents claim that just knowing someone who is 
LGBTQ has made society as a whole far more accepting. Similar-sized majorities claim that both LGBTQ and 
non-LGBTQ well-known public figures have contributed to changing society perceptions. So as per our study 
few measures which can be taken for acceptance are as follows 

-Social Acceptance : Comparatively from past there is more acceptance for LGBTQ population in today’s 
scenario, but there is differentiation in accepting among LGBTQ as well like bisexuals have a slightly more 
pessimistic opinion of the current state of social acceptability, perceptions are generally constant across 
different groups. The judgments of how much society welcomes homosexual men and lesbians differ 
significantly. Lesbians are widely accepted in society, according to one in four LGBTQ persons, but 
homosexual males are only widely accepted in society by few % of LGBTQ adults 

- Most See Progress and Expect More to Come: When asked how the level of overall social acceptance of 
LGBTQ individuals has changed over the previous ten years, poll participants' responses were overwhelmingly 
positive. Bisexuals rate the changes over the previous ten years less favorably than gay men and lesbians do. 
Numerous important demographic groupings have quite different assessments of progress. Once more, age is a 
factor; LGBTQ persons who are middle-aged and older are far more likely to observe growth than LGBTQ 
adults who are younger. The clear majority of LGBTQ individuals anticipate that society will continue to 
tolerate them in the coming ten years. 

- Societal Views are changing: Most individuals agree that prominent public personalities who are open about 
being LGBTQ contribute to society becoming more accepting. LGBTQ adults believe that promoting the 
acceptance of public personalities who support LGBTQ causes but are not LGBTQ themselves is just as 
important. A smaller share of LGBTQ adults think that LGBTQ characters in TV shows and movies have a 
positive impact on societal acceptance. 

CONCLUSION 
LBGTQ youth must feel emotionally, physically, and socially safe in order to thrive in their schools and 
communities. They feel safer to live in a positive atmosphere that fosters a supportive learning environment. An 
individual's natural and innate sexual orientation is a form of biological phenomenon that is influenced by 
neurological and biological elements. Any discrimination would be a violation of the fundamental right to 
freedom of expression if it were done on the basis of someone's sexual orientation. Science has established that 
sexual orientation is a complex interplay of hormonal, genetic, and environmental factors rather than a choice or 
an illness. The LGBTQ group is nevertheless frequently the object of mockery, hostility, and even just plain 
ignorance or disinterest. So we can conclude that LGBTQ youth requires fair treatment and support, factors that 
would contribute for the better welfare of this community are acceptance by family, having a supportive social 
network made up of LGBTQ friends, allies, and family of choice, Access to and use of LGBTQ inclusive 
medical and mental health and normalize the negative effects of homosexuality, promote emotional literacy, 
acceptance, and assertive communication 
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ABSTRACT 
The communities of LGBTQIA are often left behind or we walk out on. These people can have a different gender 

identity and sexual orientation. Sexual orientation means to whom you get attracted physically and mentally, a 

person may get attracted to a male or to a female or both. However, the sexual orientation may be different 

from gender from which they are identified and that is known to own self that too after attaining certain age. 

They go through a lot of societal pressure after a transition of sexual orientation in their life. This research 

paper will study the basic difference between biological sex, gender identity and sexual orientation of an 

individual from LGBTQIA+ community and will find out the correlation between them. The research is based 

on primary and secondary data collection methods wherein the researcher has used interview and observation 

techniques. It can be concluded that there is no relation between Gender Identity, Sexual Orientation and 

Biological Sex but they are connected. The gender identity is what individuals feel from inside which ultimately 

is the reflection of ourselves in the society. 

Keywords: LGBTQIA, biological sex, gender identity, Sexual orientation, birth-gender, own self, transition, puberty, 

reflection. 

INTRODUCTION 

A few years ago, the maximum people in India came to know about a term called LGBTQIA+ Community, 
after the Indian Penal Code Decriminalizing some parts of Section 377. This Section 377 of the Indian Penal 
Code was brought by the British Raj (British Rule) in the year 1861 saying “Sexual intercourse against the order 
of the nature” is illegal. But this act was taken back by the Delhi court in the year 2009 and then again 
criminalized in year 2012 by the same. Now after 6 years this act was decriminalized and made 
“Homosexuality” legal in the year 2018. 

Before the British Raj Homosexuality in India was very prevalent across the Indian subcontinent. After many 
years of the criminalization of homosexuality, this culture of discriminating against the community of 
LGBTQIA did not go. 

In these past years of accepting and not discriminating the homosexuals and the people belonging to this 
community, there is a change. But the change is only in the mindset of the youth in this country. The maximum 
number of youths in this country are ready to accept that these, people belonging to this community. However, 
the people of these communities are still struggling with the acceptance of society, family, school, and freedom 
to express their sexual choices. 

According to the survey of YouGov in collaboration with the Mint, they found out the parts of the country is 
more supportive of homosexuality by taking a survey in some major metro’s cities. The finding of the survey 
was the southern part has the lowest support and highest support is from Delhi followed by Mumbai. 

Everyone needs to know one thing that the birth-sex cannot decide the Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation 
(GISO). We cannot expect gender identity and sexual orientation to be same as the birth-sex. Not only Sexual 
Orientation and Gender Identity are different but Sex and Gender are also different concepts. 

Let us, get familiarize with these terms more clearly. 

1. Biological Sex: It is known and labeled at birth by doctor based on genes, hormones and body parts. 

2. Gender: This is what the society think, look, and act like should be. For example, A person is look like a 
male so he should only act, think and look like a man. 

3. Gender Identity: It means the gender from which the person is been identifying themselves by their inner 
side. Gender Identity cannot be always known from their birth-sex by seeing the genetic features. This may 
also differ at a certain age (puberty) from their birth-sex. Mostly the birth sex and gender identity differ in 
case of transgender. 



International Journal of Advance and Innovative Research   
Volume 9, Issue 4 (III): October - December, 2022  
 

26 

ISSN  2394 - 7780 

For example, an individual may be born as male or female. However, may identify themselves after certain age 
as female or male respectively. 

4. Sexual Orientation: It means to whom is the person attracted romantically or sexually. This may also differ 
from their birth-sex as well as gender identity. He /she may get attracted to the same gender or any other. 

For Example, 
1. A genetically male is attracted to a male then he is known as gay and if a female is attracted to a female, 

then this is termed as Lesbian, in both of these cases both are attracted to their gender so they are termed as 
homosexual. 

2. In another case if he /she is attracted to both a male and female person then they are termed as Bi-Sexual 
and if he /she is attracted to any person regardless of their gender then this is known as Pansexual. 

3. If he /she are neither interested in sex nor get sexually attracted to any then they are known as Asexual. 

Though we study the LGBTQIA+ is a community still the research found, it has several sub communities. 
Wherein each community prefers to live differently and liking to be with one of like them. 

OBJECTIVES 
1. To study the basic difference between biological sex, gender identity and sexual orientation. 

2. To find out the Gender identity and Sexual Orientation of an individuals from LGBTQIA+ community of 
Thane City. 

3. To find out the correlation between biological sex, gender identity and sexual orientation. 

4. To find significance of gender or gender identity. 

LIMITATIONS 
1. The study of Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation is very complex and dynamic. 

2. Many of them are not ready to reveal about gender Identity or sexual orientation because of social stigmata. 

3. The research’s conclusion and suggestions are restricted only to LGBTQIA+ community of thane region. 

4. There is no direct access or the existence to converse with LGBTQIA+ community. 

Hypothesis 1: 
There is no relationship between biological sex, gender identity and sexual orientation (H0) 

There is relationship between biological sex, gender identity and sexual orientation. (H1) 

Hypothesis 2: 
There is no change in personality, education, career, lifestyle, preferences after knowing the gender identity. 
(H0) 

There is a change in personality, education, career, lifestyle after knowing the gender identity. (H1) 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

BOOKS 

(Samons, 2009) 
The author talks about gender, that we cannot rely on genitals at birth as it may be difficult in case of intersex 
individuals whose genitals may not be completely male or female and also in case of person who met with 
accident or a disease and lost genitals also cannot be called as transgender. Sex designations can be determined 
by a visual inspection of the genitals at birth. Transgender people do not know where they fit into the spectrum 
of gender identity and sexual attraction as some desire to live fully as female from the beginning and some may 
anticipate potential losses and unwilling to risk. The author pointed out the limitations of vocabulary and 
perceptions related to sex and gender by social expectations. 

(Pullen, 2010) 
This book gives the details of new connections for LGBT identity. The engagement of transgenders (lesbian, 
gay, bisexual) using internet reveals their intimacy and diverse sexuality. Which creates opportunities for virtual 
coming out and identity affirmation. The communication technology helped in construction of new electronic 
ways of networking, community and identity and allowing LGBTs presence in real physical to online world. 
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(Healey, 2014) 
In a book by Justin Healey published by Spinney Press, the author states that one’s life is deeply influenced by 
their gender identity. However, in our society where the norms are so narrowly and rigidly defined. The 
individual who crosses those norms have to face many challenges or sometimes straight away reject from the 
society. The author also states that this scenario is not forever and there will be a change. This change will be a 
thoughtful change in the mindset of the people that everyone is unique with a different identity. This will not 
only create a great inclusion for everyone but also let the people explore more of themselves and celebrate their 
living. 

(Antony Palackal, 2021) 
The author mentioned the Interventions for LGBT. In which he stated that the Supreme Court of India declared 
that transgender people as a socially and economically backward class and also kept reservations in education 
and in employment and also directed the state governments to frame welfare schemes for them and made to 
recognizes as third gender on April 2014. The author also states that with this kind of facilities also they are still 
facing many challenges in their life. Also, in the same way hundreds of LGBT are facing the same 
discrimination that they use to face before the changes in the welfare scheme. 

RESEARCH PAPERS AND JOURNAL-ARTICLE 

(Andersen, 2019) 
The large number of studies proves that there is increased risk of mental health problems with regards to LBBT 
individuals. Therefore, many governments’ public health agencies are addressing needs of LGBT individuals. 
Wherein this workshop has showcased gender affirmative surgical treatment of LGBT individuals to improve 
their mental health in Sweden presented by Dr. John Pachankis (Yale University, USA). 

(Rastogi, Shilpa Rao,2018) 
This research has focused on discrimination of children on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity. 
When the children exposed their sexual orientation and gender identity parents do not accept this fact and they 
have to face family exclusions, verbal and physical harassment, bullying, also sometimes parents often force 
such children to undergo various therapies to altered their sexual orientation and gender identity. Such practices 
increase their mental and physical stress. These practices where violating their basic human rights. Further, the 
researcher suggested, establishment of grievances redressal mechanism for sexual minorities, appropriate sex 
education and information, proper training through medical experts, measures to safeguard the international 
human rights law to prevent discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity. 

(Rosemaree Kathleen Miller, Daniel O’Neill, et al. 2022) 
This research paper proves with the semi structured interview with 20 transgender females that the 
psychological distress had causing due to social strain and not by gender dysphoria also some of them were 
undergone with gender changing surgery and others did not express any discomfort with their gender. 

NEWSPAPERS 

(Hindustan Times, Abhishek Jha 13 September, 2015) The article of Hindustan Times covered the Director 
of the LGBT Research and Communications Project at the Center for American Progress (Jeff Krehely) stated, 
lot of people belonging to the community of LGBT are becoming homeless because they are coming out to their 
families at age 12 to 13 instead of coming out after age 18. The people are ready to come out into society and 
feel ok to be what they are. But as they are coming out at an earlier age and they cannot independently stay as 
their families reject them. However, in India people do not come out because of the taboos and do not face this 
kind of situation and also live in good economic conditions. This differs for transgender as they come out 
because of the being effeminate and been rejected by the family. 

(New York Times Shalini Venugopal Bhagat on 31st July 2020) the writer talked about the prince of a royal 
family that once ruled the kingdom of the Rajpipla. Manvendra Singh Gohil the prince of the Rajpipla dynasty 
was brought up to take over a dynasty that was 600 years old. Prince got married to the princess of the royal 
family of Jhabua. That was the time when he was clear about his sexual orientation as he was not attracted to a 
female sexually. He started reading books and different magazines from which we gained knowledge about the 
same. Then he came out as gay in an interview in the year 2006. After which his mother rejected him as a child 
of her and this also led to protests in his kingdom, where his statues were brunt. He also got many threats and 
got disinherited by his family. He came out and also posted the interview in a newspaper 14 years ago. Being 
gay was a crime at that time. People use to threaten him so the governor also provided security to the prince and 
then he became one of the few Gay rights activists in the world belonging to such a royal family. He said,” I 
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decided that I would continue fighting because I have truth on my side.” This was how difficult to come out 
with your sexual orientation even years back. Prince Manvendra is also working on a project in which he is 
making shelter for LGBTQ people on his property in Gujarat. 

(TODAY ALL DAY Sarah Lemire on 23
rd

 May 2022) the writer talked about meaning and importance of the 
Pride month June. In the month of June various programs are held for the Individuals belonging to LGBTA 
community to celebrate equality, unity and visibility for them. The writer also talked about the reason behind 
June being only the pride month and said in the late 1960s, being a gay or any gender queer was illegal in New 
York. On 28th of June 1969, police raided the Famous bar which was diverse with different individuals 
belonging to the LGBTA community. Where after various riots and protests began and this was then known as 
stonewall uprising. Then in the same month of next year a huge crowd gathered at Manhattan, here after every 
year the month of June was known as pride month. In year 1999, President bill Clinton officially declared June 
as the time to recognize LGBTQ community’s achievements. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES 

Type of Research Method Basic Research 

Research Universe Individuals from LGBTQIA+ Community. 

Sampling Method Convenience Sampling and Snowball Sampling these two non-
probability methods were used. 

Research Area Thane Region 

Sample Size 28 

Method of data collection Primary and Secondary 

Primary Data collection Methods Structured questions were design. Personal 
Interview, Telephonic Interview, and Questionnaire (Survey) 

via google forms were conducted. 

Secondary Data Collection Methods Books, Research Papers, Magazines, Websites, Newspapers 
articles and social media sited such as Facebook, Instagram, 

What's app, Twitter, Quora, Link-in. 

Data Analysis Techniques To analysis and interpret the data percentage and graphs are 
used. 

DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 

1. Demography of Respondents 

Transsexual (Transgender) 16 59% 

Bi-Sexual 6 22% 

Gay 2 8% 

Lesbian 3 11% 

Total 28 100% 

 

Interpretation: Out of total 28 respondents 16 were transgender, 6 were bisexual, 2 were gay and 3 were 
lesbians. 
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Educational Qualification of the Respondents 

 

Interpretation: It has been observed, 12.50% uneducated & almost 50% of participants belongs only from 
Transsexual (Transgender) community because of migration due to societal stigma. 

2. When did you get to know about your gender identity and Sexual Orientation? 

 

Interpretation: There are certain stages at which respondents got know their Gender Identity and Sexual 
Orientation. Most of the respondents got to know about their Sexual Orientation after confirming their Gender 
Identity. However, 16% respondents got to know their sexual orientation during Puberty and at that stage the 
respondents accepted themselves with gender Identity that they belong to the LGBTQIA+ community. 
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3. Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation at this point of time 

 

Interpretation: Fig 1 represents (Homosexuals total respondents were 11) 
64% respondents have male and 37% respondents have female as their biological sex. However, it can be 
observed from the graph that their Gender Identity remains same but the sexual orientation is homogeneous or 
bisexual. 

Fig.2 represent (Transsexual/Transgender total respondent were 16) 
93% respondents have male and 7% have female as biological sex but there is change in Gender Identity in case 
of transsexual/transgender and sexual orientation is heterogeneous. 

4. Summary of dos and don’ts, basic stereotypes, bullying and teasing and change in upbringing/apparels after 
knowing Gender Identity or Sexual Orientations. 

 

Interpretation: Most of Transsexual (Transgender) suffered from bullying and teasing compared to others. 
Whereas, the basic stereotypes around were approximately same in each case. This graph also shows that 
lesbians have the most dos and don’ts. Change in upbringing/apparels was only in the case of Transgender 
(Transsexual). 
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5. Correlation between Gender Identity and sex affirming or sex re-assignment surgeries in case of 
Transsexual (Transgender). 

 

Interpretation: Respondents go for surgeries because of Gender identity.  Out of total respondents, 63% 
respondents performed the sex re-assignment surgeries. 

6. Significance of Gender Identity or Sexual Orientation from the respondent’s Point of view. 

 

Interpretation: 99% respondents agreed that Gender Identity matters a lot as compared to Sexual Orientation. 

TESTING OF HYPOTHESIS 

Hypothesis 1: 
There is no relationship between biological sex, gender identity and sexual orientation (H0) 

There is relationship between biological sex, gender identity and sexual orientation. (H1) 
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Interpretation: From the above graph it is observed that there is no relationship between biological sex, gender 
identity and sexual orientation. 

Hypothesis 2: 
There is no change in personality, education, career, lifestyle, preferences after knowing the gender identity. 
(H0) 

There is a change in personality, education, career, lifestyle after knowing the gender identity. (H1) 

 

Interpretation: From the above collected data, is t is clear that null hypothesis (H0) is rejected and alternative 
hypothesis (H1) is accepted as there is change in personality, education, career, lifestyle, preference after 
knowing gender identity. 

CONCLUSION 
Gender identity matters the most in comparison to Biological Sex as in a male body a female feeling cannot 
survive. It is the distressed between Gender Identity and Biological Sex i.e., termed as “Dysphoria”. It is their 
own gender identity which is forcing them for the sex affirming or sex re-assignment surgeries. The gender 
identity is what we feel from inside, which ultimately is the reflection of ourselves in the society. 

Even though biological sex was not included in this research, the research clearly states that biological sex, 
gender identity and sexual orientation do not have any relation with each other. 

The Gender Identity also matters more in comparison to sexual orientation. As per respondents they can live 
without sexual orientation but they cannot live without their own identity. In case of sexual orientation what so 
ever it may be, it is hidden and unknown to others therefore individuals may hide their feelings and can live 
with society without revealing their Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation. 
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Unless the gender identity is not confirmed the respondents could not get attached to the community also. So, to 
be a part of community individuals must be confirmed with their Gender Identity. 

Until the time individual’s gender identity is unknown to self, the sexual orientation cannot be known. Hence, 
both are connected but different. 

FINDINGS 
As gender plays important role in each one of life but still gender identity and sexual orientations are also matter 
a lot to especially with these communities. 

Most of them are unaware about terminologies such as gender identity and sexual orientation. Though they 
belong from the same community, some are afraid that their benefits will be given to others. 

In spite of several institutions, NGO, trusts, organizations are creating awareness regarding LGBTQIA+ 
community still the individuals from the community does not feel comfortable to reveal their identity because of 
the societal stigmata and taboo. 

The survey conducted on 28 individuals from LGBTQIA+ community. Among 16 were transsexuals 
(Transgender), 6 were bisexual, 2 were gay, 3 were lesbians. Bisexuals and lesbians are most educated. Most of 
the respondents got to know their Sexual Orientation after confirming their Gender Identity. 

64% respondents have male and 37% respondents have female as their biological sex. However, it can be 
observed from the graph that their Gender Identity remains same but the sexual orientation is homogeneous or 
bisexual. 

93% respondents have male and 7% have female as biological sex but there is change in Gender Identity in case 
of transsexual/transgender and sexual orientation is heterogeneous. 

Respondents go for surgeries because of Gender identity.  Out of total respondents, 63% respondents performed 
the sex re-assignment surgeries. 

99% respondents agreed that Gender Identity matters a lot as compared to Sexual Orientation. 

The sex of most of the transsexuals (Transgender) in thane area is male during their birth (assigned male at 
birth) and in case of bisexual, they get more attracted by the opposite gender. This was the observation part of 
the study. 

SUGGESTIONS 
From the LGBTQIA community, majority of individual are belonging from transgender section. Hence, proper 
care to pronounce them one should take to protect their sentiments. For ex. Calling them respectfully as “They” 
instead of he/she. Or also asking them for their “pronounce”. Being “allies” for them to think about them, we all 
can be helpful to them and start Pride month at institution too. For ex. my name is Mrugaya Gaikwad, I 
pronounce myself as she/her. 

An Academic institution should conduct the sessions, to acquaint the students with various ways to know their 
identity. There is certain age generally 9 to 12 years (this research proves before or during puberty) at which the 
adolescence gets hints of their gender identity and sexual orientation within. 

This can be done via conducting seminar through inviting such individuals who belongs from LGBTQIA 
communities. Therefore, they will feel sense of pride and there will change in perspective of youth of today’s 
generation. 

There should be strong support and inclusion of societies which will reduce the burden and ease of adopting to 
the families. There should be a gender-neutral parenting. 

There should be availability of safe places wherein LGBTQIA+ community can talk freely without hesitation. 

Maharashtra Government should provide some subsidy to set up some small-scale business, so that they can get 
the fixed income to run their livelihood. 

SCOPE OF FUTURE RESEARCH 
To study problem of infrastructure faced by LGBTQIA+ community. 

To study the perception of people towards LGBTQIA+ community. 

To study the mental health of LGBTQIA+ Community. 
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ABSTRACT 

Having mixed feelings towards a part of one’s identity by virtue of constantly being a witness to the 

heternormative standards of society seems but an indivisible part of the LGBTQIA+ experience. 

Heteronormativity can have a lasting impact on the psyche rendering even those falling beyond the bounds of 

normativity to abide by the unwritten rules inadvertently. The study of this ambivalence within queer narratives 

and studying the underlying cause of this internal conflict helps understand the root of the problem of the lack 

of omnipresent acceptance and inclusivity even within queer spheres. The study, thus, attempts to highlight the 

probable causes of these internalized biases through an analytical reading of Andrew Sean Greer’s Less (2017) 

and Shyam Selvadurai’s Funny Boy (1994), both poignant texts put forth by two of the most prominent writers 

and contemporary representatives of the queer community.put forth by two of the most prominent writers and 

contemporary representatives of the queer community. 

Keywords: queer, identity, heteronormativity, ambivalence 

ANDREW SEAN GREER’S LESS 

Originally published in 2017, Andrew Sean Greer's Less wasn't always destined to be the humorous, unlikely 
rendition of the Odyssey as it was in its final form. Greer had originally set out to write Less as a "very serious" 
novel but the way it subverts this expectation by the time of publication could not be any more drastic. At first 
glance, the novel’s Pulitzer Prize seems simply like a token of inclusivity as the institute often chooses novels 
with daunting bodies of texts with topics unseen and unacknowledged inspected under a new light. In contrast, 
Less with its comical narrations initially seems like a romantic comedy that can successfully prompt a couple of 
laughs here and there. But on closer examination, Less stands as a poetic novel with a trope, a staple mocked, 
satirized and turned inside out that leaves a layered, thematically rich text to examine. 

Arthur Less, the protagonist of Less this whimsical itinerary is a homosexual, mediocrely successful novelist 
who dreads his fiftieth birthday that looms imminently on the horizon. This just so happens to be the initial 
sketch of Less that the reader is supplied with over which the author slowly adds layer after layer to make the 
character more complex. In a way, Less acts like a coming of age story wherein we see the protagonist grow 
into his age and tackle the identity crisis that comes along with the said age. The text introduces multiple 
characters that the author explores at a stretch or through fragments of the titular character’s flashbacks. By 
association or through sheer creative choices, most of these characters are representatives of the queer 
community and thus could be studied under the lens of queer theory. 

AMBIVALENCE IN GREER’S LESS 

Arthur Less, however, “a person without skin” (Greer 9) spends the first section of his youth in love with Robert 
Brownburn (a much older, renowned poet) and the next nine years with Freddy. The narrator explicates that 
Less is a person who finds discomfort in his loneliness. “But: how to live alone and yet not be alone?” (Greer 9) 
This leads Arthur to inadvertently set himself up for long-lasting relationships despite small failed endeavors 
that predated Robert and those that he has during his haphazard world-tour. 

Arthur is the author of a book, Kalipso: after the Calypso myth that originates in The Odyssey. This is the very 
book that has brought the author notoriety and mediocre success. However, when Less lands in a small party in 
France and falls into a less-than-welcome conversation with Finley, a character that Less is contemptuous 
towards, Arthur for the first time is criticised about the contents and is called a “bad gay.” Finely justifies: 

“It is our duty to show something beautiful from our world. The gay world. But in your books, you make the 
characters suffer without reward. If I didn’t know better, I’d think you were Republican. Kalipso was beautiful. 
So full of sorrow. But so incredibly self-hating. A man washes ashore on an island and has a gay affair for 
years. But then he leaves to go find his wife! You have to do better. For us. Inspire us, Arthur. Aim higher… 
(Greer 144) 

The above passage candidly discusses one of the other major tenets of Queer theory: queer ambivalence. The 
Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines ‘ambivalence’ as “simultaneous and contradictory attitudes or feelings 
(such as attraction and repulsion) toward an object, person, or action.” (Web) Despite attempting to shun the 
heterosexual normativity in the society through the means of awareness about identities that deviate from these 
norms, more often than not, even within the representatives of the Queer community, the normativity and 
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hegemony are drilled at a level visceral enough that their subconscious projections still adhere to heterosexual 
norms. This constant fluctuation or bivalency in the opinion about following the prevalent hegemony and those 
marginalised under the queer community can be defined as queer ambivalence. 

While Less’ Kalipso deviates from the original story by swapping Calypso, the female nymph from the original 
Odyssey, for a man that the protagonist has an affair with for years, by ensuring that the character returns to his 
wife, Arthur Less unwittingly nullifies the representation and validation that he had offered the Queer 
community. When questioned about this decision, Less answers: “But… but… but it’s Odysseus,” Less says. 
“Returning to Penelope. That’s just how the story goes.” (Greer 144) 

This, while could be considered abiding to the integrity of the rest of the original text, as stated before, it 
nullifies the queer representation that the male nymph provided the text with. Moreover, the hardships that Less 
inflicts on the protagonist coupled with the supposed ‘happy ending’ that comes along with his protagonist 
searching for and returning to his wife makes Finley’s remark of the story being ‘self-hating’ seem well-placed. 
It tarnishes the already misunderstood and misrepresented queer community by entailing that a man must return 
to a woman ultimately. 

As Less travels more, he unearths more instances of distaste that the readers have had with Kalipso and also 
understands what could be the shortcomings of his next manuscript- Swift. As Zohra points out that it would be 
difficult for anyone to feel bad for a ‘middle-aged, Caucasian man’ who just so happens to be the protagonist 
that Less had chosen for Swift, Greer brings in a discourse of race and privilege which stands past the scope of 
this essay. However, Less soon sets on a journey to correct his manuscript by ridiculing his protagonist and 
mocking his place of privilege. In a way, this acts as a meta representation of the sojourn that the manuscript for 
Less itself went through. 

SHYAM SELVADURAI’S FUNNY BOY 
On the flip side, across the pond, Shaym Selvadurai’s Funny Boy (1994), rich in themes and interpretations 
offers a vastly different insight on ambivalence and its manifestation in an adolescent mind. Shyam Selvadurai 
brings the story up as Arjie’s - the protagonist’s bildungsroman as he grapples with the reality of being doubly 
marginalised - as a Tamil gay boy - in a nation on the verge of a civil war. Selvadurai draws unmistakable 
parallels between the broken state of the nation at a political level and the haywire state of Arjie’s psyche as he 
comes to realise the societal dislike towards his ‘tendencies’ which quite early in his life gains him the title of 
‘funny’. 

AMBIVALENCE IN SELVADURAI’S FUNNY BOY 
The very introductory chapter of Shyam Selvadurai’s Funny Boy centres itself around the most initial of Arjun’s 
- the protagonist and narrator’s - brushes with the heteronormative society. As the narrator is merely a child 
oblivious to social institutions and cookie-cutter expectations of a male, he finds himself comfortable playing 
with girls - “bride-bride” as was traditional for them with Arjun playing the ‘bride’- as opposed to his other 
cousins who stick to the gendered groups when visiting their grandparents. Arjie is faced with confrontation 
only when his cousin from the United States raises an objection that only a girl can be the bride. She then goes 
to insult Arjie as: “a pansy”, “a faggot” and “a sissy” (Selvadurai 11), none of which are actually 
comprehensible words to Arjun and his siblings. It is when the said cousin’s mother draws Arjun in front of the 
entire family draped in a sari, Arjun is faced with harsh criticism and is called “funny” by his 

uncle, hence, the name of the book. However, these very instances along with the confrontation between 
Arjun’s parents once they go back home wherein his father reasserts the epithet of “funny”, blaming his mother 
for enabling his ‘behaviour’ by allowing him to watch her as she dresses up ensure that Arjie feels dubious 
about the way he views himself. The following day Arjie is banished from his mother’s room while she readied 
herself which plants the very first seeds of doubt in Arjie’s mind and his exile. Selvadurai illustrates: 

It was clear to me that I had done something wrong, but what it was, I couldn’t comprehend. I thought of what 
my father had said about turning out "funny." The word "funny" as I understood it meant either humorous or 
strange, as in the expression, "that's funny." Neither of these fitted the sense in which my father had used the 
word, for there had been a hint of disgust in his tone. (Selvadurai 17) 

The next time Arjie and his cousins are to stay with his grandparents, he is mandated to play only with his male 
cousins. However, Arjie still manages to sneak the sari with him, culminating in a huge fight between his cousin 
and himself. He soon finds himself on the verge of being punished by his grandmother from which he escapes 
temporarily only to be punished later. This series of events cements the - intentional or not - feeling of exile that 
Arjie begins to feel. The narrator documents: 
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The future spend-the-days were no longer to be enjoyed, no longer to be looked forward to. And there would be 
loneliness. I would be caught between the boys’ and girls’ worlds, not belonging or wanted in either. I would 
have to think of things with which to amuse myself, find ways to endure the lunches and teas when the cousins 
would talk to one another about what they had done what they planned to do for the rest of the day (Selvadurai 
39-40) 

It is clear that under his grandmother’s keen eye, Arjie finds himself lonesome and segregated from his kin. 
Whilst he does find himself sticking to chores handed to him by his grandmother over the course of time, in 
exile from his cousins and siblings, Arjun forms bonds with equally exiled and troubled characters. His aunty - 
Radha - allows him the freedom of indulging in her make up like pottus and nail polish. She seems to offer 
Arjie the kinship and support that he needs by trusting him with her own secrets thus rendering them in a 
symbiotic relationship. The same is true with Daryl uncle, an old flame and a short-lived affair of his mother 
who enters the story shortly before losing his life in a civil upheaval on account of his lineage as a Bugher. 
Thus, Arjun constantly finds himself sympathetic with marginalised, troubled characters that he encounters. 

Another one of the people, marginalised and fairly considered an outsider, that garners Arjun’s respect and 
admiration briefly is Jegan, the son of one of Arjun’s father’s childhood friends. While Jegan finds himself 
employed under Arjun’s father, Arjie grows to admire Jegan. There are instances where, at the readers’ own 
volition, one might see traces of Arjie’s sexual awakening and inclination in their interaction. However, the 
author does not confirm the same. Arjun’s father grows equally fond of Jegan and opts to share some of his 
most intimate thoughts with the boy, most of which have Arjie as a clandestine eavesdropper. One of which is 
documented so: 

“I’m glad you take an interest in him,” he said. “That boy worries me.” 

I leaned forward wondering what it was that worried him. 

“Why, Uncle?” Jegan asked. 

… “From the time he was small he has shown certain tendencies.” 

“What do you mean, tendencies?” Jegan asked. 

“You know… he used to play with dolls, always reading.” 

My face suddenly became hot at the realisation that he was discussing this with Jegan, for whom I had such 
high regard. I thought to get up, go into the garden and thus interrupt this mortifying conversation. … “Anyway, 
the main point is that I’m glad you’re taking an interest in him. Maybe you’ll help him outgrow this phase.” 
(Selvadurai 166) 

Not only does the preceding excerpt highlight the rigid bounds of gender roles in Arjun’s father’s mind but it 
also highlights the distaste that Arjun has towards the conversation being acknowledged with an outsider. This 
along with the fact that Arjun’s father decides for Arjun to change schools and join his brother at Victoria 
Academy rationalising that “The Academy will force you to become a man,” (Selvadurai, 210) solidifies further 
the fear that Arjun has towards the “tendencies” that his father mentions being a part of his own identity. 

While the happenstances so far show no definite evidence of Arjie’s sexuality, they form a foreground of a 
typically heteronormative and rigid surrounding wherein the seed of hidden identities within closets flourishes. 

The first instance of Arjie’s sexuality being expressed is with one of his classmates Shehan Soyza. Right since 
the moment he is introduced, Shehan sticks out like a sore thumb to Arjie. Not only is he one of the only people 
to welcome Arjun - a Tamil boy - in a Sinhalese class but is also introduced as quite a rebel with his hair grown 
out and hidden with pins. While rumours surround the boy, Arjun still develops quite a deep bond with him. 
Thus, when they find a way out of the punishment the both of them receive from the principal and Shehan 
kisses Arjun out of joy, Arjun’s first venture into defining his sexuality begins. Selvadurai pens down: 

That all I could think about was the sensation of that kiss. I lay across my bed, trying to relive it, but it had 
happened so fast that I could not remember very much. … As I lay there, looking up at the mosquito net above 
me, I had realised I had not only liked that kiss but I was also eager to experience it again in all its detail and 
sensation. (Selvadurai 251) 

At this juncture in the narrative, Arjie has come to terms with him liking the sensation of the kiss. Whilst there 
is not a label of homosexuality that he puts himself under, he has accepted that he likes the idea of it. His 
feelings, however, follow a topsy-turvy road as he visits Shehan at his home and seems to miss the cue to 
initiate intimacy with the other and further complicates things by asking a disproportionate question. The 
meeting, needless to say, ends early but further stands as evidence for Arjie’s strengthening feelings. 
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Arjie then informs his family that he has a friend and is prompted to invite him home. On hearing the name of 
the friend, Diggy - Arjie’s older brother - who is aware of the rumours that follow Soyza and ensures time and 
again that Arjie is equally aware of them and their clandestinely homosexual insinuations, threatens Arjun: “... 
he’ll (Arjun’s father) definitely know that you’re …” (Selvadurai 255). Not only does this further intimidate 
Arjie from even the possibility of a homosexual inclination but it also ensures that Diggy forms the second line 
of rigid heteronormativity that dares not tolerate anything diverging from the norm. 

Further, as Shehan does arrive at Arjun’s house, Arjun states: “When Shehan finally arrived, I couldn’t help 
studying him, as if I hoped to find my discovery physically manifested in his person.” (Selvadurai 257) This can 
be held as a piece of plausible evidence that Arjun feels bereft of a part of his identity. Especially considering 
that Arjie has had a short experience of homosexual intimacy rendering him in need for more. At a linguistic 
level, it could even be considered a Freudian slip, a subconscious giveaway that Arjun finds a piece of his 
identity still undiscovered and hopes to find the same in Shehan. 

Both of the boys venture through the yard, end up in the garage which subsequently culminates in Arjun’s first 
sexual endeavour. The very moment that Soyza and him part, the narrator mentions feeling “helplessly angry” 
(Selvadurai 260). The narrator also continues to fuss with his clothes, trying to hide any and all evidence of the 
deed done. However, when confronting his family, albeit devoid of any evidence, the narrator shows clear signs 
of guilt. He documents: 

I looked around at my family and I saw that I had committed a terrible crime against them, against the trust and 
love they had given me. I glanced at Amma and imagined what her reaction would have been had she 
discovered us, the profound expression of hurt that would have come over her face. [...] I wanted to cry out what 
I had done, beg to be absolved of my crime, but the deed was already done and it couldn’t be taken back. Now I 
understood my father’s concern, why there had been such a worry in his voice whenever he talked about me. He 
had been right to try to protect me from what he feared was inside me, but he had failed. (Selvadurai 262) 

The secretive nature of his experience ultimately results in the narrator considering it to be a complete betrayal 
of the trust that his parents placed in him. The narrator also shows the typical fear one has of letting the 
heteronormative mind-set of those closest to a closeted person down. Not only does this add an increasing 
pressure but it also marks the very first dissonance in Arjun’s psychology thus granting the reader the first 
evidence of crisis the description of which continues in the following passage, a spy-account of Arjun’s psyche: 

I watched him, feeling resentful, angry at myself that I had done such awful things with him. I thought of the 
expression on his face as he had pushed against me, and I felt a sudden contempt and loathing for him. It 
seemed hard to believe that I longed for his kiss the whole weekend, had waited with such expectancy to 
discover more. Now I wished I had never invited him, never set eyes on him. (Selvadurai 263) 

What Arjun expresses in the preceding excerpt is a typical show of resentment bubbling from regret. The regret, 
here, only stems from the fact that the heteronormative society around him has been less than supportive of the 
‘tendencies’ Arjun seemingly showcases right since his formative years and his constant belief that they make 
him less than normal. His ignorance and innocence regarding a topic as sensitive and delicate as sexuality 
renders him confused and frightful about his sexual venture. Thus, the contempt that Arjun feels towards hails 
from confusion and somehow dissonance. As Arjun believes that it is abnormal to find pleasure in another man, 
he seems to blame Shehan for his feelings. 

Shehan and Arjun later have a fight when Arjun denies the other boy any sort of intimacy in the privacy of his 
room leading Shehan to accuse him for feeling guilty for the happenstance in the garage. When Shehan states 
that he knows what he wants and finds it no reason to be ashamed of the same, Arjun, raised to think the exact 
opposite, tells Shehan that it is “revolting” (Selvadurai 265). Here, we see Arjun going back on his admitted 
homosexual awareness but also constantly insulting Shehan - someone who is comfortable with his identity - 
and ultimately hits him. To quote The Psychiatric Times: 

There are many gay men who, before they came out, were either "gay-baiters" or "gay-bashers" themselves. 

Attacking those perceived to be gay serves several functions. One penile plethysmography study indicated that 
men with strong antihomosexual beliefs actually had significant homosexual arousal patterns (Adams et al., 
1996). Strong anti-homosexual feelings may represent an effort to control perceptions of a gay-basher's own 
sexual identity. This might translate as, "If I attack gay people, no one will think I am gay." Psychoanalysts call 
this defence "identification with the aggressor" (Freud, 1966). It may represent intrapsychic efforts to maintain a 
psychological distance from one's own homoerotic feelings. In other words, it is an effort to strengthen 
dissociative tendencies. (Drescher Web) 
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According to the above excerpt, Arjun finds himself in the same mindset of “identification with the aggressor”. 
Whilst he is aware that a part of him longs for the confidence and comfort that Shehan has with his identity, he 
is equally aware of the anti-homosexual climate of his home and the exile that Shehan lives in, in the premises 
of the school with a reputation marred with baseless rumours. Thus, in an effort to remove himself from even 
the slightest idea of finding comfort in a reprimanded identity, Arjun resorts to ‘gay-bashing’ one of the most 
typical behaviours of men with a closeted homosexual inclination, often termed under internalised homophobia. 
This homophobic behaviour only stems from the fact that Arjun feels incompetent for not having the same 
confidence as Shehan about his own sexuality. This only stands as yet another shred of evidence of a queer 
ambivalence brewing inside of Arjun’s mind as he tries to tackle this part of his identity. 

However, soon Arjun comes to terms with his sexuality and finds it in himself to apologise to Shehan for his 
comments and the violence he had initiated. As he definitively and purposefully ensures that the poems he 
recites at an important function are all incorrect and render the present principal’s - the one who had 
continuously punished Shehan - speech irrelevant, Arjun and Shehan reconcile. It is at this juncture that Arjun 
narrates the following on seeing his mother: 

What happened with Shehan and me over the last few days had changed my relationship with her forever. I was 
no longer a part of my family in the same way. I now inhabited a world they didn’t understand and into which 
they couldn’t follow me. (Selvadurai 284-285) 

This is a clear indication of Arjun not only accepting his identity as a homosexual boy but also of him being 
aware of the consequences that might follow considering the conservative views that his family has shared. 
Arjun, a boy who has grown in an unintentional exile by virtue of 

impugning the heteronormative views of his family at a very young age, is a boy aware of his homosexuality 
readily inflicts upon himself an exile from his family and accepts that where his identity stays now is beyond the 
reach of his family. 

Thus, Arjun carries the naiveté of a teenager and an equally curious and forgiving nature. Whilst he does realise 
that he has been exiled from his extended family time and again for inadvertently challenging the norm, he 
forgives them for it and ultimately finds himself sympathising with the other marginalised members of his 
family. Arjun’s constant exposure to the heteronormative expectations of his family renders him hesitant and 
thus ambivalent as he finally realises his sexuality. Although initially intrigued and looking forward to his 
interactions with Shehan, Arjun soon finds himself struggling with guilt and disgust that only arises from the 
realisation that he is letting his family’s heteronormative values down by accepting this forbidden part of his 
identity. Gradually, as Arjie comes to terms with his sexuality and realises that simply blaming it on Shehan or 
finding it in himself to feel contemptuous towards the other for being able to express himself, he not only 
apologises to Shehan but also pulls a grand gesture to show that his apology is sincere. However, when Arjun 
finally accepts and acknowledges his homosexuality, he realises that he has now segregated himself from his 
family and thus has inflicted upon himself an exile anew. 

Greer’s novel, on the other hand, is rich in characters, minor and major both, that do not conform to the 
traditional hegemony of sexuality. Greer explores the world of these multiple manifestations of queer identities 
as if in an effort to prove their existence and validity irrespective of the gender of the partner and the amount of 
time spent in association with them. Greer also explores the lasting effects of the heteronormative society on the 
psyche and how the ambivalence that it brings in its wake might result in the misrepresentation and invalidation 
of multiple personalities and characters. 

CONCLUSION 
Despite the cartographical, thematic and cultural differences in the texts, inadvertently or not, both the authors 
seemingly underline the subliminal and lasting effect that heteronormative society has on the minds of the 
residents wherein even when exploring one’s identity beyond the normative bounds one may stumble across 
internalised prejudice against it. Thus, reconstructing language and concepts to be more inclusive of non-
normative genders, sexualities and identities is an indivisible part of a healthier and inherently inclusive 
tomorrow. 
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ABSTRACT 

We all are human beings, but I feel like people forget that sometimes. People too often forget that we have a 

choice in how we want to spend the rest of our life. Humans rights is the belief that everybody should be treated 

equally and with dignity no matter what their circumstances; which means nobody should be tortured or treated 

in an inhuman or degrading way. But in case of transgender people, we forget that they are also human and we 

mistreat them for no reason, we avoid them for no reason, we hate them for no reason. 

We want to tell such a story of a transwoman, Zoya Thomas Lobo; India’s first transgender photojournalist. 

Zoya was born in Mumbai and right from the very beginning, she knew that she was different but never had 

courage to reveal her real identity to her family. For some, success is not equivalent to merely hard work and 

luck. It takes a tectonic amount of courage, tenacity and determination to beat all the odds and turn around 

your circumstances. The statement holds true for 28-year-old Zoya Lobo, who, with her unshakeable 

determination, has not only become India’s first trans photojournalist, but has also been featured in a Kay 

Beauty ad with Katrina Kaif. Once she came to our college Satish Pradhan Dnyanasadhana College, Thane, so, 

we got the chance to know her. Zoya is a very inspiring and hearty, passionate photographer and on top of that, 

she is a greatly amazing and kind person. She wants to be a famous wildlife photographer one day but who will 

give her a chance to explore. Even after being featured in a hoard of newspapers and websites, Zoya still has 

to literally beg to sustain herself. She simultaneously manages a career in photojournalism but hasn't been 

offered a full-time job yet. Google has launched her as India’s first trans photojournalist. Though her 

photographs have made it to the pages of renowned dailies like the Hindustan Times and the Times of India 

but she is yet to find permanent employment in this field. 

INTRODUCTION 

Zoya Thomas Lobo, a rebel who broke the societal norms to become the first transgender photojournalist of 
India. Zoya is an inspiration for everyone, and she is fighting hard to earn respect for the transgender 
community of India. Even as she fumbles and stammers when she begins talking about her experience in 
English, one can only respect her passion for photography and telling stories. Born and brought up in a lower-
middle-class family in Mahim, Mumbai, Zoya overcame many obstacles and faced discrimination to gain her 
own identity as a trans woman. 

Zoya has almost seven thousand followers on Instagram. People started knowing her as India’s first 
transwoman photojournalist, even though she faces discrimination, and not everyone is comfortable with a 
transgender photographer but she has not lost hope. She wants to make a better environment for the transgender 
people in India, so that they get the equal right to live their life respectfully. 

Zoya’s Childhood: Zoya was born in a lower-middle-class family in, Mumbai. She spent her childhood in 
Mahime Bhatiya, a Brother's Cooperative Housing Society, where her father worked as a watchman. Zoya Lobo 
grew up in a Christian community. She went to convent school till class five, but dropped out at an early age. 
Later, her father passed away due to health complications, and the family was forced to flee society owing to an 
ongoing disagreement over the flat they had rented. Despite her mother’s efforts to secure her rights and 
ultimately acquire the flat, the family decided to leave and go to the mother’s sister’s home. Lobo moved to 
Kapad Bazaar in Mahim West with her widowed mother and sister, where she lived the majority of her life. It 
was difficult for the mother to raise two children on her alone without any financial assistance. She accepted 
part-time work at a neighboring bakery to help support the family. The family was also given a monthly grocery 
supply by the Church they went to. On an interview with MAD4INDIA she told that “My childhood days were 
very memorable. But sometimes my friends used to bully me, tease me. During that time, whenever my 
elder sister found out that they were bullying me, she would come to my rescue. She fought and argued with 
them for me.” 

Accept Her Inner Calling: At very young age she started feeling that she was different. she didn’t identify 
herself with either the male or female genders, she increasingly found herself out of place. She enjoyed playing 
girly games and loved hanging out with girls, mostly. After joining the transgender community, Zoya 
realized that she is one of them. At the age of 18 she joined the transgender community. But before that also, 
she used to assume herself as a woman. Zoya told MAD4INDIA on a conversation, “It took me a long time 
to accept that I’m different I’m a transgender, but eventually; I did accept myself the way I’m”. 
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Reaction of Family Knowing Her Real Identity: In the name of family Zoya had her mother and one 
sister, and she didn’t want loose them. She tried hard to hide her identity from her family. But eventually, 
when she turned 18 she disclosed the fact that she was different, she was queer as it became difficult for her to 
suppress herself. She was afraid of being punished by her family or, worse, abandoned. But she was lucky, her 
mother didn’t threw her away. It took time, but her mother accepted her real identity and tried to support her. 
Lobo recalled her mother accompanying her on her first train ride and assisting her in draping the saree every 
day before she left for work. When her friend came to know that she was trans, they advised her to behave like 
straight and not otherwise. Lobo told “They always tried correcting me like being me was wrong.” They are 
still friends with her on Instagram and talk to each other. But one of them said that he feels ashamed to talk 
to her and hang out with her in public. As long as they’re talking over the phone, he’s okay with it. Even her 
sister didn’t want to talk to her. Zoya’s sister once told her that they lose their respect because of Zoya. 

Becoming India’s First Transgender Photojournalist: By the time she found a community that accepted her, 
she was already living away from her family and found herself with barely any line of work to pursue. This 
resulted in her begging in the local trains, however, this was not something she wanted to continue doing and 
yearned to break away from her circumstances. Zoya was also determined to create a new path that created 
opportunities for transgender community members. Nonetheless, no matter how much she contemplated other 
avenues of work she always was met with brick walls and therefore continued begging in trains. 

It was her honest reaction and feedback to Vikas Mahajan’s short film titled ‘Hijara Shap Ki Vardan’ that 
landed her a job in the sequel. The film was well-received and Zoya was awarded the Best Actress and Human 
Being Award. During the film’s success party when Zoya got the opportunity to get on stage, she took 
advantage of the situation and spoke on behalf of the community and raised important questions. Her fiery 
speech and self-confidence caught the attention of Mr Shreeneth Singh, Editor of College Times Education 
Media, who offered her a job as a freelance reporter towards the end of 2019. This got her foot in the door, 
however, from a financial point of sustenance, it was still a very volatile proposition. She didn’t give up hope 
and continued to collect funds to acquire a camera. Zoya has a proclivity for images and wanted to experiment 
with photography, but didn’t know how to go about with it. She researched and sought the advice of 
photographers, and eventually learnt her tricks of the trade. 

She got recognition when she shot photos of the migrant labourers' protest in Bandra in April 2020. She was 
the only one who had those photos and these were taken by agencies, newspapers like HT, TOI, Lokmat, 
Mumbai Mirror and few more publications. This is when she got some recognition, at least among the 
photographers in Mumbai. Even Lokshahi News wanted her to join them as a fulltime ‘Lokashahi News 
Journalist’ but she demanded the tag as ‘First Transgender Photojournalist’ which they couldn’t accept. 
Zoya has been awarded by the Journalist Union of Maharashtra. Slowly and steadily, people started knowing 
that Zoya Lobo is India's first trans photojournalist. Her elder sister who shunned her away after she came out as 
trans, now recognizes her work and is proud of her. 

Soon after Zoya’s pictures of the migrant labourers’ protest at Bandra station went viral and were picked up by 
major publications, she received her first international assignment. From landing this huge opportunity with the 
Canadian publication La Presse, turning a face model for Kay Beauty, and to being featured on Google India’s 
banners, Zoya Lobo says she still has a long way to go and looks forward to bigger achievements in the future. 

Transphobia Hampers Zoya’s Dream: Transphobia describes someone who has hate, fear, or disgust 
for transgender people or anyone who does not fit into the male/female gender binary. For example, a transphobic 
person may express disgust for a "tomboy" or for a masculine-appearing person wearing a dress. Another example 
would be someone no longer wanting to continue a friendship after finding out their friend is transgender. These are 
just a few interpersonal examples of transphobia that do not represent the whole scope of the issue. 

There are also overarching societal examples. Transgender people face discrimination in the workplace, healthcare 
settings, and the housing market, among other areas of daily life. There are endless ways that transphobia can show 
up, including: using incorrect pronouns, using a transgender person's "deadname.", bullying, violence, 

workplace discrimination, medical discrimination, housing discrimination. 

Transphobia can cause depression, anxiety, isolation, and feelings of hopelessness in transgender people. It can also 
lead to suicide. 82% of transgender people have considered suicide, while 40% of trans people have attempted it at 
some point in their lives. Just 1.6% of the general population has attempted suicide, showing that the rates for 
transgender people are exponentially higher. 
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Internalized transphobia happens when a trans person has absorbed messages of shame they received as a child about 
gender nonconforming people or their own gender nonconforming behaviors or desires. According to the Office for 
Victims for Crime, this can lead to transgender people getting into relationships with domestic violence and can also 
lead transgender survivors of violent crimes to believe they deserved what happened to them. 

Zoya says that she was privileged because at least her mother accepted her and supported her. Before gaining 
recognition, Zoya has faced lots of inhuman treatment from the society that leave her depressed. She used to 
face discrimination, behavior like she didn’t belong to this society. Seeing her, people make faces and told her 
to stay away from them, not to touch them as she is a transgender. These instances were a little 
heartbreaking for the photojournalist. She hailed from a humble background and her journey to becoming the 
first trans photojournalist was not the easiest. 

Even after being featured in a hoard of newspapers and websites, Zoya still has to literally beg to sustain 
herself. Though many national and international media outlets have recognized her work, Lobo is still 
struggling to secure a full-time job as a photojournalist, turning her passion into employment. This is happened 
because of the mindset of our society who resist to accept them as a part of this society. 

Summary and Conclusions: Zoya, who was born a male biologically, realized gender dysphoria. She started 
experiencing feminine traits, enjoyed playing with dolls and games said to be meant for girls and was attracted 
to boys. Zoya had to hide her identity from the family for the fear of being thrashed. But at the age of 18 she 
gathered the courage to tell her mother. Later she joined the transgender community and used to travel in trains 
and beg for her bread and butter. This is not what she wanted to do for the rest of her life. During the pandemic 
she captured some photographs which give her some fame and people started knowing her as India’s first trans 
photojournalist. Zoya, who wishes to be a wildlife photographer, still searching for a fulltime employment. 

Her dream is to be able to show the truth like the mirror of society, like true journalists.  She wants to raise 
awareness about her community and the people part of it, she urges parents to be accepting and appreciative of 
their children unconditionally. “Today when my sister reads my name in the newspapers she sends me 
encouraging words and that makes me feel accepted. I want to tell families that if you have a trans child in your 
house please support them. Educate them so they don’t have to enter local trains to beg.” told Zoya to Mac 
Cosmetics India. 

Our Point of View on Transgender and Transphobia: Educating yourself about transgender rights, gender 
identity issues, and how to respect transgender people is the best way to fight against transphobia. Here are some 
small things we can do: 

 Never ask a transgender person about their genitals, whether or not they've had surgery, or if they are on 
hormones. 

 Avoid backhanded compliments like "I would never guess you are transgender!" 

 Ask people for their pronouns instead of assuming. 

 Use gender-inclusive language when talking to a group, like "folks" or "people." 

 Use a trans person's correct name and pronouns. Do not ask them about their previous name or pronouns. 

 Let the transgender people in your life know you are an ally and that you want to support them. 

 If you are an academician, then try to help them completing their education. 

NOTES 

 Zoya Lobo’s Interview with Adityobarna Mukherjee, MAD4INDIA, November 23, 2021. 

 Exclusive Conversation with iDiva, Jun 22, 2022. 

 www.google.com. 
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LGBTQ SOCIAL PROBLEMS IN THE INDIAN SOCIETY 

Dr. Pramila Haridas Bhujade 

Associate Professor & Head Department of Sociology, Vasantrao Naik Government Institute of Arts and Social 
Sciences Nagpur 

ABSTRACT 
In this study, Researcher examined the social problems of LGBTQ in the places they move to Data were 

collected using non participating observation.  The sample is composed of 20 people, residing in the Nagpur 

city.  The findings demonstrate that LGBTQ individuals are expressed to verbal harassment and physical abuse, 

humiliation, inferior complex they are not accepted and are not able to perform any social activities in their 

home and hometowns, social and public places or if they migrated, in the places they move.  There they face 

tremendous problem. 

Keywords: Social problems, LGBTQ, Community, Indian Society, Migrated. 

INTRODUCTION  
LGBTQ is an for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer, plus other sexual and gender identities, describe 
distinct groups within the culture. Sexual orientation includes the dimensions, sexual attraction, sexual 
behaviour, sexual fantasies, self – identification, emotional, social and lifestyle preferences. 

 Lasbian refers to women who are homosexual. 

 Gay has traditionally been used to represent a diverse group or people who are attracted to people of the 
same gender. 

 Bisexual or ‘bi’ refers to people whose sexual and romantic feelings are for both genders. 

 Transgender is an umbrella term that encompasses a diversity of gender expression including drag queens 
and kings, bi-genders, cross dressers, transgenderists, and transsexuals. 

 Queer A queer is someone whose sexual orientation is not heterosexual or whose gender identity in not 
traditionally male or female. 

The LGBTQ community is a loosely defined grouping of Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and other queer 
individuals united by a common culture and social movements. These communities generally celebrate pride, 
diversity, individuality and sexuality.  LGBTQ activists and sociologist see LGBTQ community building as a 
counter weight to heterosexism, homophobia, biphobia, transbhobia, sexualism and conformist pressures that 
exist in the larger society.  The LGBTQ community is diverse in polical affiliation. 

LGBTQ multiculturalism is the diversity within the LGBTQ community as a representation of different sexual 
orientations, gender identities as well as different ethnic, language, religious groups within the LGBTQ 
community.  The two movements have much in common politically.  Both are concerned with tolerance for real 
differences, diversity minority, status and the invalidity of value judgments applied to different way of life. 
Highlighting some major problems faced by them. 

 Statement of the problem : This Research study at Nagpur to determine discrimination and violence, 
inequality towards LGBTQ.  In the study found that many LGBTQ individuals under the fear, inferior 
complex, humiliation, verbal and physical harassment. Today there are still psychiatrist, psychologist, 
sociologist, academician, Researcher describe homosexuality as spiritual and behavioral disorder. 

 Purpose of this study : In this Research, it is aimed to find out whether LGBTQ individuals residing at 
Nagpur, encounter social problem related with inferior complex, fear, harrassment problem encounter and 
when they are not adjust with such social problems and move to other city, whether they are faced with the 
another kind of social problems and lastly, how such problems affect and influence LGBTQ individuals. 

 Methods of the present study :- In this Research, Researcher used qualitative research methods to asses 
perceptions of their home, hometown and the problems they faced in the places they moved later.  Data 
were using non participatory observation that include only 20 people.  All record were organised with codes 
and numbers. Grouping of data was utilized to classify and encode the same reactions and comments and 
together with Data collection, analysis was conducted with the assistance of this methods. 
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 DATA ANALYSIS  

Table No. 1: Maritial Status 

Status Number Percentage 

Married 3 15% 
Single 17 85% 
Total 20 100% 

In this above Analysis show Maritial status of LGBTQ. 3 (15%) of the total participants were married and 17 
(85%) of them were single.  This analysis show that they can’t able to marry. Society are not accept their 
marriage.  They can’t live happily in the Indian Society. Our society people live with traditional mindset that’s 
why they can’t accept. Even family members are not accept in a social, public ground they feel humiliate. 

Table 2: Considered from the Indian perspective 
Perspective Number Percentage 

Forbidden 2 10% 
Burning in hell 2 10% 

Regarding sick and cursed 3 15% 
Bad 3 15% 
Sin 9 45% 

Attacked position 1 5% 
Total 20 100% 

In this above table shown the Indian perspectives of people consideration. 09 (45%) respondent LGBT consider 
as ‘Sin’ according with the indian context.  Next most of them respondent. Regarding LGBTQ sick and cursed 
and very bad for the society, their percentage are same. And 5% LGBTQ they are silent when people are 
murdered to attacked. 

Table 3: Family members knew that they are LGBTQ individual 
Know Number Percentage 

Yes 14 70% 
No 06 30% 

Total 20 100% 

In above table show their friends and family members are known in their home town that they are know more 
than half of the respondent state that they had family friend, kinship members are knew about the individuals 
sexual orientation. 

RESULTS  
What am doing to people ? Respondent say they can’t go out during the day time. They are beaten by many 
people and have been hospitalized by many time. But Doctor not admitted them because in the hospital form 
gender not mentioned as a LGBTQ that’s why their health problem are very crucial.  Their family member 
supports them. Some social mindset people were known to be heterosexual by their families and the social, 
environment and their sexual orientation were unknown to those people. Some of say their family accepted 
them but it took a long time. When they faced with the problems they can’t adjust with, they started using 
alcohol and arrogancy, smoking, chewing tobacco. Now they don’t and try to continue their life ignoring the 
others society members. 

CONCLUSIONS  

 LGBTQ people, they will not win their right by staying quietly in our closets. At the heart of their statement 
is the importance of visibility, the first step toward solving the bigger ills of homophobia and LGBTQ 
discrimination. It serves us all to remember their words and their bravery, as we build a better world for 
each others. 

 If we can foster an environment at home, public place where everyone feels safe physically and emotionally 
to bring their whole selves to the public place and be visible, we can each play a small parts in affecting 
change on a much grander scale. 

 In other parts of the world, attitudes also are changing regarding LGBTQ discrimination. WHO 
organization reclassified ‘gender incongruence’ so transgender people would no longed be deemed mentally 
ill. India’s Supreme Court unanimously descriminalised gay sex and ruled that gay indians be given all the 
protection in 27 countries, same sex marriage in now legal.  But our Indian mindset are not totally accept 
this. 
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 The dream was of replacing that culture of domination with a world of participatory economics grounded in 
communalism and social democracy, a world without discrimination based on sex, gender, a world where 
recognition of mutuality and inter dependency would be the domination ethos, a global ecological vision of 
how the society can survive and how everyone on it can have access to peace and well-being. 

 It is truly visionary we have to root roof our imagination in our concrete reality simultaneously imagining 
possibilities beyond that reality. A primary strength of contemporary society has been the way it has 
changed shape and direction. Society for social justice that hold on to outmoded ways of thinking. 

 A fundamental goal of society was to create strategies to change the lot of such people and enhance their 
personal power. To do that, though the society needed to move way beyond equal rights agenda and start 
with basic issues like literacy campaigns for poorer groups.  There has been sustained effort to create these 
education institutions. 

 A collective door to door effort to spread the message for LGBTQ education, employment, voting, literacy, 
acceptance, their skills utilization, social good environment, medical facility, inculcator in every form 
LGBTQ column, Eradication their inferior complex, fear, humiliation. Society accept them by they are also 
human being. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

 Protect individuals from homophobic and transphobic violence. Prevent torture and cruel, inhuman and 
grading treatment, Repel Laws Criminalizing homosexuality, prohibit discrimination based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity, safeguard freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly for all 
LGBTQ people. 

 Police, local authority, policy makers, school, family, education institution accepting gender variant. 
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ABSTRACT 
There are many studies carried out on the issues of Transgenders and LGBTQIA communities. Among those, 

transgenders are open and are well aware of their different identity and have been struggling for years to have 

equal human rights and respect like others in society. Several NGOs and government machinery are working 

for their welfare and fitting them into the social system with due honour and identity. But this paper is 

exclusively written to understand the socio-psychological perspective on gays and bisexual men. Many of them 

are open and accept their desire for alternative sexuality but there is one more class of people who prefer to be 

in closed groups and still engaged in same-sex relationships and activities. They are not adhering to have right 

as they are in trauma. They do have families and still, they do want to experience or continue to experience 

M2M relationships. To understand their perspective this study is done using quantitative and qualitative 

methods of research. 

Keywords: homosexuality, LGBTQ and M2M relationship 

I) INTRODUCTION 

A. ABOUT LGBTQIA COMMUNITY 
LGBTQIA is a community consist lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgender, and queer individuals who are united 
to the network by common traits and social movements. They show their particular sexuality or sexual 
orientation. LGBT takes their issues separately and many of them are in closed groups and do not either wish to 
prefer to be open and chase human rights. This community does not have a clearly defined population but they 
have a network through some social media or apps where the same and alike-minded get in contact and share 
their feelings and relationships. 

B. PROBLEM STATEMENT 
The issues and concerns related to transgender are already in the social challenges and systems. They are being 
recognized and honored with their rights like others. Several NGOs are working and trying to accommodate 
them into the mainstream. But this paper is excluding them and focuses only on Gay and Bi-sexuality, and their 
social and psychological perspectives. Transgender has been seeking human rights and status in society and are 
open to their orientation. But many men are into same-sex orientation, including pure gays, and pretend straight 
and curious. They do get into a network through social media and apps. And do not want to be open but remain 
close and share commonness. They have fear of getting revealed and the consequences thereafter. But the fact 
cannot be denied that their number is on the rise. 

C. SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDY 
Initially, LGBTQIA was considered as a community with the same orientation and attributes but later it is 
observed that the issues related to transgender and LGB are not the same. Transgenders have a genetic cause 
behind their behavior and orientation. They do seek human rights and identity in a society like men and women. 
And many steps have been initiated by the government for their rights. But the closed groups like lesbians, 
Gays, and bisexuals have different issues and thinking. They are defined unclearly and many are unidentified. 
But they have been known in society for their preferences and orientation. 

D. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

1. To highlight the sociological perspective on the M2M relationship. 

2. To highlight the psychological perspective on the M2M relationship 

3. To conclude the findings of the study. 

II.   LITERATURE REVIEW 

Moran MR (1992), mainly focused on sexual orientation similarity and experiences of gays and lesbians’ 
perception as a psychological study. Garnets LD, Kimmel DC (1993), studies the psychology of human 
diversity related to the perspectives on Lesbian and Gay male experiences in Columbia. Hubbard R, 

Rossington J (1995), focused on the need of supporting gays and lesbians for housing and care. Keogh P, Reid 

D, Weather burn P (2006) carried out a study to narrate the experiences and needs of lesbians, gays and 
bisexuals, and trans men and women in Lambeth. Davies P, River, L (2006) studied promoting challenges for 
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older gays and lesbians in polar. The purpose was to analyze the partnership project. Whittle S, Turner L, and 

Al-Alami M (2007) discussed engendered penalties related to transgender and transexual people's experiences 
of inequality and discrimination. The paper was more qualitative. Elizabeth Price (2011), the main objective 
was to enable researchers working in the field of adult social care, to recognize and acknowledge the difference 
and diversity in human behavior. The reason is to improve social care practices. Mishka and Jivitesh (2022), 
In this paper, the issues and possibilities related to same-sex marriage have been discussed. They suggested 
anti-discrimination laws for such orientation. As it is legalized in many countries, in India, should it be 
considered within the framework of the law? 

III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

To understand know more about the alternative sexuality among men, both methods, quantitative and 
qualitative are used. Data is collected from 100 respondents by using non-probability convenience sampling 
through a structured questionnaire prepared from the socio-psychological perspective on the M2M relationship. 
For this, survey methods in quantitative and grounded theory along with narrative essays are used. 

IV ANALYSIS OF DATA 

A) Awareness of M2M relationship. 

Figure 1.1: Awareness about M2M sexuality 

 

Figure 1.1 shows the awareness among Men regarding the M2M relationship. Almost 100 percent know about 
what is ‘being straight’, 89 percent know about what is ‘Being Bi-sexual, 85 percent understand what is ‘being 
versatile’, 100 know what is ‘being Gay’ and 89 percent know about homosexuality. Very few know the exact 
difference between all of them. 

B) M2M relationship is more kind of 

Figure 1.2: M2M is more kind of 

 

Figure 1.2 shows, what kind of issue the M2M relationship is. Nealy 79 percent shows that it is a sociological 
issue, 57 percent feels that it is related to demographic features, 88 percent feel that it is genetic whereas 85 
percent feel that it is more psychological as it is related to emotions, urge, and tendency formed. 
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C) Orientation takes place in: 

Figure 1.3: Sexual orientation takes place from 

 

Figure 1.3 shows the origin of developing this orientation. As homo-sex is not always a genetic issue but it can 
also be developed by coming into a sexual encounter with someone in any place. 52 respondents believe that 
hotels are the source of such orientation, 48 respondents mentioned theatre, 87 respondents mentioned spa 
centres, 69 percent mentioned the gym, especially through personal contacts, 91 percent mentioned gay cruising 
places, and 64 percent mentioned trips and vacations. These all are the places where such orientation may start. 
Home cannot be excluded including cases of childhood abuse by elders in family relations 

D) Reason/cause of this sexual orientation 

Figure 1.4: The reason behind this orientation or relationship 

 

Figure 1.4 shows why the M2M relationship is formed. Genetics is natural but most of the time, it is formed 
due to many factors. Almost 62 percent mentioned that it is done for fun by many men, and 45 percent 
mentioned about night ‘Gay parties’ also influence straight. 82 percent agree that abuse in childhood develops 
such orientation.89 percent mentioned that watching porn movies and curiosity to experience, such orientation 
get developed. 85 percent agreed that train commuting in a rush is also one of the responsible factors for 
developing orientation. 

A) SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE. 
There are many social factors such as locality, level of urbanization, and access to get contact through social media which 
increase the chance of developing such orientation among men. Closed groups are formed by people who have the same 
sexual orientation. There are different apps used to extend contacts and networks such as Planet Romeo, Grinder, Blued app, 
and many more which are attracting the attention of gays, and bi-sexual according to the nature of the group. This helps them 
to get into contact and share common feelings and sexual relationships. Some of the respondents were interviewed and they 
mention having many contacts through these apps. Even on asking about the orientation of this kind, a few mentioned abuses 
within families and from out in childhood which made them be into such relationships. 
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B) PSYCHOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE 
It was found that after getting into same-sex experience, many of them continued it now as a developed behavior. Some of 
them took it more emotionally and also mentioned defined and self-accepted relationships. Almost everyone agreed that once 
they experienced this, they started to think about it and search for the same, which made them comfortable defining their 
orientation. Even in some cases, they were so close in a relationship that they became possessive of each other. 

V) CONCLUSION 

In metro and cities, M2M sexuality is on the rise. Though it is not open in many cases, it is sustained as a choice 
by men who prefer it. The study revealed the knowledge of this kind of sexuality among men. The reason 
behind developing this kind of sexual orientation and the places where they experience this. The study was only 
related to gay and bisexual experiences. It did not take into consideration lesbians and transgenders. It showed 
the new class of closed group who want to be in a sexual relationship without chasing human rights and special 
identity in society. 
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ABSTRACT 
Sex is one of the main social modules in any society. Gender characteristics as the most essential component of 

human life. While most people with behaviour and attitudes appropriate to their physiological gender, but 

among them there are also discrepancy between gender assigned to them during birth does not matches with the 

gender’s identity. We say to this group transsexual people. Transgender is a term used to describe people whose 

gender identity or gender expression is different from the sex assigned at birth (Institute of Medicine 2011). 

Individuals with varied sexual orientation and gender identities have factually experienced the major share of 

humiliation, bias, discrimination, and ostracism among all the LGTBIQ+ communities in India. 

Transgender, intersex, or queer individuals are run down of their basic rights, self-dignity, bodily autonomy, 

and healthcare leading to significant negative health status.The aim of this study was to investigate happiness 

and mental health in transsexual individuals before surgery and after surgery. 

Keywords: Gender, transsexual, discrimination, physiological 

INTRODUCTION 
Transgender is an umbrella term to describe individuals whose gender identity or gender expression is different 
from the sex assigned at birth. Confused identity, stigma, social discrimination, violence, humiliation, lesser or 
meagre opportunities in social, economic or political framework and constant fight with system to get social 
acceptance leads to significant mental and physical health issues. Studies reveal that compared to general 
individuals, transgender individuals suffers from various ailments and becomes victim of mental illnesses, 
addiction of substance, and sexual diseases like HIV/AIDS. Due to poor economic conditions and low literacy 
rate contributes to major health issues to transgender. Non-acceptance by family, physical violence, preventing 
from wearing clothes in accordance with their gender, always advised to behave in a specific way impacts 
drastically in adverse way to their self-confidence, self-identity and self-autonomy. Lack of incompetent 
healthcare, inhuman and insensitive approach and organizational framework also prohibits transgender to take 
medical advice for their disabilities. And unique challenges. 

AIM OF THE STUDY 

 To measure physical and mental health status of individuals before and after gender affirming surgeries. 

 To measure physical and mental health status of individuals on the basis of social determinants. 

METHODOLOGY 
Studies reveals that transgender people are more vulnerable for mental disorder. Constant humiliation, neglect 
from parents and siblings, rejection by society, identity crisis makes them prone for many mental illnesses in 
which anxiety and depression is common. But the other kind of disorder are prevalent among transgender are: 

 Multiple Personality Disorder. 

 Bipolar disorder. 

 Obsessive Compulsive Disorder. 

 Schizophrenia. 

 Phobia 

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 

Descriptive statistics were done for all data and were reported in terms of mean values standard deviations and 
confidence intervals were calculated. Continuous variables were analyzed with the unpaired, paired t-test and 
ANOVA. Categorical variables were analyzed with the one sample z test for proportions, Chi-Square test and 
Fisher exact test. Statistical significance was taken as p 

RESULTS 

Totally 52 transgender  were interviewed  in this study. The structured questionnaire was designed in English 
language which was translated to hindi and Marathi language as per the convience of transgender.Tha snowball 
sampling method was used to collect the information and transgender were chosen randomly from all over the 
country who have undergone the surgeries. The questionnaire were distributed using social media due to due to 
logistical reasons. Consent was taken orally from each transgenders for interview. Major participants belongs to 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/medicine-and-dentistry/intersex
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/social-sciences/autonomy
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Tami Nadu area.The mean age of participants was 23.5 (Table 1). Four patients Three patients had co-morbid 
conditions like type heart problems,   diabetes mellitus and cancer.. Out of 62 patients, 74.1% were from South 
India predominantly from Tamil Nadu and Puducherry, and 25.81% from North India. Our study group, 43 
patients are literate (69.35%) and 19 are illiterate (30.65%) (Table 2). Only 31.93% are employed in a socially 
respectable position, all others fall under low socio-economic status and their primary modes of income are 
begging and participation in sex work (Table 3). There were no major postoperative complications registered. 
The most frequently observed complications were wound infection and reactionary bleeding from 
neourethroplasty. The scores of all the 4 domains were recorded using WHOQOL-BREF instrument pre-
operatively and one year after the surgery. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS  
The sample comprised 66 individuals (42: before the surgery and 24 after the surgery) in 2016-2017. The 
individual who was at the pre-surgery stage had completed the necessary steps at the forensic office and had got 
the permits required for this surgery but had undergone no operation. Moreover, a minimum of one year had 
passed for the individuals who were at the post-operative stage. Sampling the post-operative individuals was far 
more difficult because these individuals do not like to get known and try to end their relationships with their 
friends. Informed consent was taken from all participants before the study and the study was approved by the 
local university 

The method used in this research was quasiexperimental. Statistical Society in the present research comprised 
transsexual individuals (FTM and MTF) before and after the surgery inside Iran. The sample comprised 66 
individuals (42: before the surgery and 24 after the surgery). The individual who was at the pre-surgery stage 
had completed the necessary steps at the forensic office and had got the permits required for this surgery but had 
undergone no operation. Moreover, a minimum of one year had passed for the individuals who were at the post-
operative stage. Sampling the post-operative individuals was far more difficult because these individuals do not 
like to get known and try to end their relationships with their friends. Snowball sampling was employed and the 
transsexual individuals were selected from all over the country due to the limited sample and the sampling was 
not limited to any provinces. First, one individual was selected by the researcher and s/he was asked for his/her 
friends who were in the same situation. Investigation of the demographic variables indicated that the mean age 
of all the transsexual individuals, pre-operative and post-operative individuals were equal to 25.27, 23.76 and 
27.92, respectively. No significant between-group difference was observed (t=-2.73, P=.008). The numbers of 
pre-operative men and women were 12 and 30, respectively. Whereas, the numbers of post-operative men and 
women were 15 and 9, respectively. The educational levels were 5, 9, 4, 21 and 3 for pre-operative individuals 
in the junior high school degree, Diploma, AD, BA, MA or Ph.D., respectively. The educational levels were 0, 
4, 1, 15 and 4 for post-operative individuals in the junior high school degree, Diploma, AD, BA, MA or Ph.D., 
respectively. The results of Chisquare test showed that there is no significant difference between the educational 
levels of these two groups (χ2=5.35). 

Table 1.1.1 Demographic Factors 
S.No Characteristics Surgery No Surgery 

1 Age (in Years) 
  

 
18-35 7 2 

 
35-50 12 8 

 
Above 50 15 6 

2 Educational Status 

 
Primary 4 2 

 
High School 12 10 

 
Higher Secondary 14 3 

 
Graduation 5 2 

3 Employment Status 

 
Employed 24 34 

 
Unemployed 28 18 

4 Income (Monthly) 

 
Below Rs 5000 28 14 

 
5000-10000 15 26 

 
Above 10000 9 12 

5 Religion 

 
Hindu 18 18 
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Muslim 34 34 

 
Christain Nil 

 
 

Sikh Nil 
 6 Sex Assigned at Birth 

 
Male 

  
 

Female 
  7 Sexual Orientation 

 
Hetrosexual 

  
 

Gay/Lesbian 
  

 
Asexual 

  
Table 1.1.2 Association between Mental Health and Gender Affirm Surgery 

S.No Particulars Before Surgery After Surgery 

1 Substance Usage 

 
Alcohol 32 21 

 
Drugs 8 2 

 
Smoking 12 7 

2 Suicidal thoughts in past 2-months 

 
Frequent 41 10 

 
Very Frequent 7 2 

 
Not at all 4 4 

3 Treatment of people? 

 
Respectful 2 2 

 
Humiliating 50 39 

4 People are scared of your presence? 

 
Yes 44 8 

 
No 7 45 

5 Were called by names? 

6 Received poor services in public places as compared to others 52 44 
7 People doubted their honesty Yes(51) No(44) 

RESPONDENTS REPORTING POSTOPERATIVE DISSATISFACTION 
Very few respondents reported minor regret. Four respondents reported minor regrets with the outcomes of 
vaginoplasty, one shows dissatisfaction with breast augmentation  surgery  and two were unhappy with 
mastectomy and three were dissatisfied with hormonal treatment and two were not satisfied with vocal cord 
surgery. The remaining five reported dissatisfaction with other outcomes, both functional (no. 1: no effect of 
vocal cord surgery) and aesthetic (nos. 2, 5, 6, and 8). Reporting dissatisfaction and/or regret at follow-up was 
associated with less positive feelings about life, χ²(2) = 7.47, p = .02, and a higher SCL-90 GSI score at 
baseline, r(127) = .24, p = .006, and with reporting complications at follow-up (OR = 6.07, 95% CI: 1.18–
31.38). Awareness of the risks and being sure about medical interventions at baseline were not significantly 
associated with dissatisfaction at follow-up, nor were the wishes for obtaining additional medical interventions 
at follow-up. 

DISCUSSION 

Researcher has found that happy and contented transgender have higher level of positive approach towards life 
and they want a lead a life like any other individuals. They tries to attain social and occupational goals. A 
satisfied and mentally strong individual accepts challenges and responds positively to the stressful situations as 
compared to stressful or negative individuals. Happiness has significant and positive relationship with different 
aspects of health and a crucial role in the prevention of physical and psychological disorders. 

Cost of treatment, comparison with others, non access to education and other facilities, constant humiliation, 
lack of support from family members, calling by names, poor guidance and lack of medical support are some  
significant psychological distressing factors by which every transgender goes through once in his/her lifetime. 
Therefore, transsexual individuals have lower levels of happiness as compared to the normal population. 

Our short term study clearly shows there is a significant improvement in the quality of life after Gender 
Reassignment surgery in transgenders. However, long term follow up is needed to ascertain the beneficial effect 
of the surgery. Hence, gender reassignment surgery has an important role in reducing the distress caused by 
gender dysphoria 
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GENDER DIVERSITY AND INCLUSIVENESS IN SELECT CHILDREN'S LITERATURE IN 

ENGLISH BY INDIAN AUTHORS 

Dr. Runa Shajeev 
Associate Professor, Satish Pradhan Dnyanasadhana College, Thane 

ABSTRACT 
The world of queer and queer content in any form was a taboo in the Indian academia, until recently. For 

instance, although Ismat Chugtai's seminal work, “Lihaaf” or “The Quilt” that challenged homophobia was a 

part of required reading in the researcher’s Masters Program in English Literature, students were left to fend 

for themselves simply because the educators found it awkward to delineate the curious closure to the short 

story, recounted by a nine-year old. 

It has been two score years and more after “The Quilt” and fortunately enough, times have changed for the 

better.  The narrative is broadening because of which gender diversity is not just a part of the curriculum 

in higher education; children's literature is also coming up with interesting ways of opening up about gender 

diversity and socially relevant themes. This paper is an attempt to explore the world of gender diversity as 

depicted in select children's literature in English by Indian authors. It is also an attempt to lend more agency to 

gender diversity in children's literature. Shals Mahajan's, Reva and Prisha; Ameya Narvankar's Ritu Weds 

Chandni; Ashutosh Pathak's Friends Under the Summer Sun; and Harshala Gupte's The Boy in the Cupboard, 

have been considered for the same. 

Keywords: genderqueer, children’s literature, inclusiveness, gender diversity 

Vicky Greenbaum, in her article, “Literature out of the Closet: Bringing Gay and Lesbian Texts and Subtexts 
out in High School English.” discusses the challenge of bringing queer literature to the classroom, in great 
detail.  Her confession in front of her students; their acceptance of her as a queer instructor and also of their 
queer peer comes as a great relief for Greenbaum. This is the premise of this paper; to represent and lend agency 
to the closeted queer and the unfavourable aspect of the community life of many, simply because of the taboo 
attached to it.   This paper also argues the need to consciously bring out such themes in children’s literature for 
a world that quashes prevailing stereotypes, is more inclusive and compassionate towards all, despite their 
differences. 

COMING OUT OF THE CLOSET IN THE BOY IN THE CUPBOARD 
For the queer, the “closet” is at times the physical and oftentimes a metaphorical space to escape from the world 
out of the fear of being recognized as queer.  In the picture book, The Boy in the Cupboard, Harshala Gupte and 
Priya Dali paint the picture of a little child, Karan who identifies as a girl.  As a result, his cupboard becomes 
the only space where he feels safe to be himself.  His soft weeping noise makes his mother wonder why he is 
hurt.  Upon enquiring, Karan “comes out” to his mother by saying that in the cupboard he does “a little” and “a 
lot”. ‘Little”, is when he feels protected from the jeering and heckling of his friends because of his pink bat and 
the twirls that he enjoys after taking a wicket; “lot”, is when he gets to drape his mother’s saree, wear marigolds 
in his hair to feel like a queen and play with his kitchen set. 

Essentially, gender identity is formed by the age three. (Bukatko D 495). In this case, the closeted behavior of 
Karan demonstrates that young children understand the stigma attached to commonly understood gender 
approved behaviour. Moreover, one of the major traumas they are vulnerable to is to be rejected by their peer 
because of the anomaly in their gender approved behaviour.  Consequently, Karan has made a safe space out of 
his cupboard where he keeps his pink bat; his mother’s saree; his crown of marigold flowers to feel like a 
queen; and his kitchen set away from the gaze of the outside world. He does this to escape judgement and 
conflict owing to his gender expression. For instance, he explains his awkwardness of being inside the “dark” 
cupboard by saying, 

“So I keep them all safe here, 

Where nothing can break 

And nobody can say 

Who I am is a mistake.” (Gupte and Dali 8) 

Besides, the darkness of the cupboard is more welcoming to him than the “light” of the world because he 
reveals, 
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“The cupboard is dark at all times, Ma. 

No matter the night no matter the day, 

The cupboard stays the same, 

Even if I’m away. 

I miss the light and I miss my friends, 

But it’s far too scary to come out just yet.” (Gupte and Dali 9-10) 

However, fortunately for Karan, his parents become the silver lining in his “coming out” story. They offer him 
reassurance by saying, “Will you come out if I tell you that boys too can be queens and anyone who says 
otherwise is just plain mean?”  They appreciate and celebrate him for who he is. Their love conquers his fear 
when they say, 

“Don’t surround yourself with darkness, 

Where love can’t enter 

Come out because Ma and Pa love you just the same 

With your pink bat and glitter 

…You have nothing to fear 

As long as you are being you!” 

The closing of the book is poignant also because their acceptance is not merely empty talk to save them from 
embarrassment. In fact the book ends with pictures that show his mother teaching him to drape a saree and his 
father playing with his kitchen set.   Harshala Gupte and Priya Dali offer their support also by enlisting online 
resources and guides for parents to initiate a conversation with children about their sexuality. 

ATYPICAL AND INCLUSIVE FAMILY IN RITU WEDS CHANDNI AND REVA AND PRISHA 
Jean M. Baker in his influential work, How Homophobia Hurts Children argues that, “Homosexuality, in and of 
itself, is not the problem facing gay children. The problem is the reaction of families and of society. We do not 
need to change gay people. We do not need to “cure” them. What we do need to cure is homophobia.” (Baker, 
Introduction 14) 

All in all, therefore, the first step in accepting a genderqueer begins in the family itself. Children look up to their 
family for support and if the family is open minded, accepting and inclusive, its strength can surpass almost all 
kinds of social prejudice. Thus, the family is the indispensable unit in the positive development of a nonbinary 
person.  This positive development, however, must begin in the formative years i.e. in the childhood itself.  
Moreover, this family itself must be accepting of any diverse elements like, a single parent, genderqueer, 
divorced or many such varied factors.  In fact, family diversity is defined as: “...variations along structural or 
demographic dimensions (e.g., race/ethnicity, socioeconomic status), as well as in family processes (e.g., 
communication and parenting behaviors)” (Eeden-Moorefield & Demo, 2007). 

The traditional concept of a family is one of the major contentions in the queer discourse.  In this backdrop, the 
landmark judgement led by Justice DY Chandrachud has been quite reassuring for the diverse family as it 
challenges the very fundamental hegemony of the parochial institution. It outlines the inadequacy and flaw in 
the traditional notion by explicitly asserting, “The predominant understanding of the concept of a “family” both 
in the law and in society is that it consists of a single, unchanging unit with a mother and a father (who remain 
constant over time) and their children. This assumption ignores both, the many circumstances which may lead 
to a change in one’s familial structure, and the fact that many families do not conform to this expectation to 
begin with,”  It further reiterates the fluidity and flexibility of the changing familial relationships by adding, 
“Familial relationships may take the form of domestic, unmarried partnerships or queer relationships.” (www. 
tribuneindia.com) 

Furthering the cause of liberalism and reform which is the fundamental right of every citizen irrespective of 
their gender, the bench brings out the essence of the judgement by declaring what the queer equally deserve, 
“These manifestations of love and of families may not be typical but they are as real as their traditional 
counterparts. Such atypical manifestations of the family unit are equally deserving not only of protection under 
law but also of the benefits available under social welfare legislation”.  (www. tribuneindia.com) 
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The manifestation of such a diverse family forms the core of both the books, Ritu Weds Chandni, and Reva and 

Prisha which depict the role of a family in a same sex relationship. The challenging question about what 
constitutes a diverse family is implicit throughout the tale of two women in love wanting to get married in the 
picture book, Ritu Weds Chandni. Whereas, Reva and Prisha presents the world of twin sisters who have very 
curious questions for their parents who happen to be two women married to each other. 

As revealed in both the works, children have an incredibly curious take on extremely mundane and ordinary 
things owing to their unbiased worldview.  For instance, the little girl, Ayesha, becomes the facilitator in 
defining the role of a diverse family in Ritu Weds Chandni.  In fact, she is quite excited and looking forward to 
her cousin, Ritu didi’s wedding to her friend, Chandni. However, there are only a few members in the family 
and neighborhood who are ready to attend the wedding.  This makes Ayesha curious because she does not know 
why people are against this wedding.  Ayesha’s mother clarifies that, “The tradition has always been for the 
groom to bring the baraat to his wedding.  I’m not sure if everyone would be pleased to see Ritu leading the 
procession today.” (Narvankar 6) 

The book quells traditional concepts at many levels.  For instance, Ritu didi’s wedding is unique in many ways 
because of the unconventional manner in which it is arranged. She is the  “...first bride in the Kapoor family to 
lead her own baraat, and Ayesha couldn't wait to be part of it.” (Narvankar 5) 

Ayesha is conscious of the missing family members in the wedding.  She wonders where everyone is as, “there 
were no familiar faces in the crowd.”  “She couldn’t find her cousins Tanya and Rohan, or her Deepak bhaiya 
and Tara bhabhi.  Even her grandparents weren’t there yet.” (Narvankar 7) 

As any curious child Ayesha asks her Chachi about the missing family.  Her Chachi hesitatingly answers, “They 
are not coming, little one.”  “Well, they are not happy to see Ritu marry her girlfriend.”  (Narvankar 9) 

Kids are free of prejudice.  This is why Ayesha cannot see the logic of such a strange notion.  She asks, “But 
what is wrong with that?  Why shouldn’t she marry Chandni didi?” (Narvankar 9) The final assurance from her 
Chachi brings out the elemental essence of the fascinating story.  To Ayesha’s momentous question she says, 
“There is nothing wrong with them getting married, little one.  Nothing at all.  It’s just that some people do not 
understand their love.” (Narvankar 9) 

Clearly, in both the works, the idea that children can have pertinent questions about close-minded societal 
norms, offers a ray of hope to the possibility of a bias free world for the queer. Ritu Weds Chandni ends on a 
positive note with the couple being able to get over the bumps in their path toward happiness. Ayesha, the child 
protagonist, becomes the catalyst in the happy ending to the story when the neighbours hurl abuse and try to 
drench the couple with ice cold water, it’s Ayesha who says that she’s here for her didi’s marriage and she’s 
“going to dance in her baraat ALL THE WAY!” (Narvankar 23) 

The afterword to the book titled, ‘Ayesha the Ally’ offers an interesting dialogue between her and her Ritu didi.  
This section in the book offers hope for many kids who may have fundamental questions regarding gender roles 
and gender diversity in society.  Relevant points related to different kinds of love; what true love means; and 
celebrating diversity, are some of the questions answered by her didi.  She concludes by saying, “An ally is a 
true friend who supports their loved ones.  They ask questions when they don't understand their loved ones, 
instead of dismissing them.  This helps them learn and become a better friend, a better ally,” (Narvankar 32) 

The last part of the book contains a note from the creator, Ameya Narvankar.  The author discusses the uphill 
task of breaching the topic of same sex marriage in his work as it was considered a crime until Section 377 was 
decriminalised recently.  He sums it up by saying “let us not pass on the fear of ‘log kya kahenge?’ to future 
generations.  Instead, let us inspire our children to stand up for what is compassionate and just.” (33) 

Similarly, Reva and Prisha is a collection of stories with a unique mix of mischievous wit and sagacious insight 
at the same time.  Viewed through the eyes of twin sisters, Reva and Prisha, everyday mundane things take on 
an intriguing yet vibrant hue.  Shantanu Duttagupta, the publisher of Reva and Prisha opens with the message, 
“Reva and Prisha are like you and me.” thereby quashing the reader’s inhibition, if any, in the opening itself.  
The twin sisters are a part of the diverse family with two mothers Runu and Pritam as their parents.  Their love 
for each other and their kids is an essential element in the collection. 

When it comes to the portrayal of the world of the queer and its absence from mainstream literature, Nancy 
Garden, the famous queer author of the classic, Annie on my Mind discusses her disdain and utter 
disappointment over her childhood memory of not finding the word “love” in the encyclopaedia when she went 
to explore the idea of “homosexuality”... “When I was growing up as a young lesbian in the ’50s, I looked in 
vain for books about my people,” she said. “There were none for kids, and the few I knew about for adults were 
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always out of the library, which I later realized was probably a subtle (maybe backhanded would be a better 
word!) form of censorship.”  She continued, “I think kids in every minority need to see people like themselves 
in books; that’s an acknowledgment of their existence on this planet and in this 
society.” (www.publishersweekly.com) 

It is in this regard also that Shals Mahajan’s work offers fervent hope for the queer. It is in its true depiction of a 
diverse family that is very much like any other.   Reva and Prisha’s parents offer every child reader the wealth 
of this very essential presence of a queer family filled with the valuable emotion called love, albeit wittily.  
There is nothing out of the ordinary in the depiction of this diverse family except the endless array of the twins’ 
curious questions disposed by their parents with admirable wit and patience.   Even as the family juggles with 
these questions, Mahajan critiques the traditional notion of the family as a unit in the poem, ‘The Family Song’.  
According to Mahajan, the family constitutes a nontraditional, gender-diverse unit not only made up of humans 
but also disparate species of nature.  They argues that if one has a family that loves and cares then the rest 
doesn't really matter: 

THE FAMILY SONG 

A family's a family no matter how mad! 

A family's a family who hugs you when you're sad! 

A momma and a dada, an amma and a momma, two dadas and a grandma! 

A baba, a mamma, a mausi and a friendma, three babies and a cat, a doggy and a rat. 

A parakeet who whistles or an elephant who sneezes. 

An older sister grumpy brother younger uncle cranky mother. 

Plants in the garden or trees in a pot if you're loved and you're cared for the rest can go rot! (Mahajan 16-17) 

Stories from the collection like, “Why Do People Shout?” articulates in a simple yet profound manner, the 
reason why people shout.  They conclude that maybe people shout because they have no one to listen to them.  
Their parents reiterate the need to pay more attention to the people around to help them; also hinting at the need 
to be fair and compassionate.  “Fish Curry” gives an account of how both their mothers had met.  The twins add 
their interpretation by adding, “Since there were two of us, we decided we needed two mommas.” (Mahajan 34) 
Thus, the story normalises the need for two mothers instead of a traditional family model. 

Throughout the entire collection, it is obvious that the parents share the family responsibility equally.  They are 
available for both the girls whenever they are needed.  “What is Food?” is yet another hilarious account that 
also hints at how people have defined certain things as edible and otherwise.  However, certain things escape 
definitions. For instance, they find out that flowers, though considered inedible, can be edible at times.  This 
story makes the case for the need to be inclusive and transcend the binaries. 

“Stripes are Slimming” and “Questions” too deal with the need for a gender neutral, non judgemental, bias free 
world by reasserting the idea that people should be allowed to wear what they like, use make-up if they want 
and choose their life-partners of their choice. Like one of the parents proposes, “…Which is why I say all this is 
rubbish.  Clothes don’t make you look anything.  Stripes, dots, checks, lines, flowers, it doesn’t really matter as 
long as you like it.” (Mahajan 65)  Thus, basically reaffirming the perception that people should be free to be 
what they want to be without being judged. 

One thing that is quite noticeable in this collection is that stories about the queer are not always about their 
“queer” lives.  Just by being regular stories, they make their presence felt and also make them an essential part 
of the society like any other.  Moreover, if they posit out of the box questions, they would only encourage free 
thought and divergent ideas in the process. 

INCLUSIVENESS IN FRIENDS UNDER THE SUMMER SUN BY ASHUTOSH PATHAK 
Friends Under the Summer Sun by Ashutosh Pathak is about the trans character who loves to bake. Nimmi, the 
little girl meets a Trans baker, Shri who loves to bake.  Shri has beautiful long hair and his fingernails are 
painted in the colours of summer which Nimmi is enamored by. 

Their love for summer and all the wonderful hues of summer bring them together.  Nimmi feels that she's about 
to miss out the beautiful summer which is on its way out.  She's unable to go out to play as her mother has a 
newborn to take care of and she needs to help her with her chores. 
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Shri quells Nimmi's fear of missing the summer by saying, “The things you love, never go away,” he explained. 
“Just close your eyes and remember the smell, the touch, the colors and the taste. That way, summer will 
forever stay!” (Pathak 12) 

Shri opens the huge window in her living room and lets Nimmi enjoy the view.  They bake a cake together that 
looks like summer.  “A heart shaped cake, covered with golden green icing. 

Little blades of green grass were lined evenly along the sides. On top, a bunch of bright lilies and petunias nestl
ed amongst golden brown leaves." (Pathak 15) 

Nimmi is curious to know who “Akka” is as the nameboard on the door suggests.  This leads to a conversation 
every child must hear.  She asks, “Shri, who is Akka, the name on your door?”  “Me!” smiled Shri.  “So are you 
a girl or a boy?” asked Nimmi.  “Does it matter?” said Shri. 

Nimmi thinks about what Shri has asked and replies, “No, not at all.” And held out her hand, “It’s all the same, 
as long as I get more cake.  Anyway, we are all friends under the summer sun.”  Shri shook her hand and 
grinned. (Pathak 16)  Shri helps her celerbrate her “un-birthday”, again a unique concept for which Nimmi’s 
mother had planned a party. Friends Under the Summer Sun ends with the favourable message gender 
inclusiveness, that it does not matter if a person is a boy or a girl. 

Towards the end of the book there is a letter from the “real Akka”, Pradipta Roy, to all the young readers about 
the discrimination she had faced as a young boy who identified as a girl, 

“When I was growing up, it was almost impossible to come across a children’s book that had a trans character 
in it.  Times are changing.  As an artist and filmmaker, I have always tried to bring the world of queer folks into 
the mainstream, though my work.  And I’m thrilled to find that this book tries to do the same.  The author has 
sensitively portrayed “Akka”, the trans character. And her interactions with Nimmi, the little girl, are both 
playful as well as informative for young readers.  (Pathak 18) 

CONCLUSION 
What Farhad J Dadyburjor, the finalist of the 34th Lambda literary award for queer writers, says about LGBTQ 
literature, must be the true objective of queer literature, “empower the reader and bring whatever comfort 
possible to someone who might be in the same situation.”  To conclude, one can say that the profound power of 
literature is in the ability to appreciate the beauty in all things and the cultivation of this aesthetic sense must 
include the diversity in all things. The power of Children’s literature, therefore, is absolute in this regard.  It can 
make the world participate by being more inclusive in all its diversity.   To foster the growth of gender diverse 
and inclusive children’s literature, the researcher believes what Vicky Greenbaum, the queer teacher says, 
“Students, gay and straight will benefit from inclusiveness of all kinds; self-acceptance, acceptance of others, 
and a literary intelligence cognizant of the many texts lurking in humankind, are fostered through inclusive 
teaching.”(Greenbaum 74)  Children’s literature of the queer will therefore pave the way for a more 
compassionate world, diverse and free of prejudice. 
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ABSTRACT 

Homophobic verbal victimizing is the most common form. According to some research homophobic name 

calling as well as bullying can lead to deterioration of mental health which causes issues like depression, stress, 

anxiety etc. Such bullying can cause complications in our day to day life. Regardless of sexual orientation, a 

safe environment should be provided by schools and educational institutes to their pupils. There are many 

victims who are narrated by terms such as ‘Faggot”, “Dyke’, ‘Queer’ are used by the bullies. One foremost 

reason behind such name calling and bullying is traditional masculinity, which values dominance and 

supremacy. All this takes place because of peer pressure. It is evident through research that a gigantic range of 

behaviour and attitudes can be influenced by adolescent peers. It is heart wrenching to see how our society has 

restricted gender identity on two parameters only (male and female). This gender based societal construct plays 

a pessimistic role departing no credence for the LGBTQ community. The unawareness among the greater share 

of the society to acknowledge this indifferent community leads to encourage attitude of homophobia and 

bullying. Children and teens facade challenges specifically in educational sector because of their deprived 

identity from society. This exceedingly affects their emotional and physical well being. They stumble on pretty 

hard to open about their sexuality at their workplace, homes, educational institutes, etc. In order to embark 

upon homophobic bullying many in schools and educational institutes have been taken necessary measures to 

empathize this LGBTQ youth and extend them emotional support. 

Keywords: Bullying, Educational institutes, Schools, Colleges. 

INTRODUCTION 
In 1868 the word 'Homophobia' is was authored by Karl-Maria Kertbeny and was first distributed in an 
American obscene magazine named as Screw in the year 1969. He was an understudy pursuing law, alongside 
he was a secretary of different government workers. The word has got its initial beginning from Greek and 
Latin. The term in a real sense is a cross breed word. How word 'Sexual' has been utilized as a prefix for the 
word Homo, the word 'Fear' is likewise utilized which prompts a word called as 'Homophobia'. The word 
Homophobia alludes to having outrageous plague and having an inclination for LGBTQA people group. Such 
biased gusto and disposition prompts dread, self-loathing, emotional wellness issues to the individuals who 
possess a place with the local area. 

It is believed that instructive establishments endow with equivalent conduct and secure province for all and 
sundry ought to be made notwithstanding their position, race, age and so on. However, on the off opportunity 
that we investigate, these instructive organizations are exposed to spots where the homophobia is seen among 
the understudies, educators, non-showing staff and so forth. The stereotypes sowed by the general public have 
been influencing the society adversely, as it makes a boundary to the individuals who call for reflecting their 
genuine character. Understudies who confronted homophobic language in their school and instructive 
foundations revealed that they feel less associated and connected with their instructive organizations. They 
additionally revealed that they sense that their educators invest reduced amount of resources into them in 
examination in comparison to different understudies, which downhill their buoyancy which influences their 
scholastic as well as private lives. This regrettable climate is one of the major reasons for the understudies from 
the LGBTQA youth scoreless. The strange and monotonous approach of the instructors compels the LGBTQA 
youth to give up education. 

OBJECTIVES 

• To analyse the problems faced by the youths of LGBTQ community 

• To suggest ideas of creating including culture in schools and educational institutes for LGBTQ youth 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
1. Valerie A., et al, (2017) aimed to highlight adverse impact of bullying on the mental and physical well being 
of LGBTQ youth at various levels and places. This article provided recommendations for pediatricians to 
address LGBTQ bullying and LGBTQ sigma. Various efforts to create inclusive and affirming health care 
environments for LGBTQ youth in order to put them at ease were suggested so as to develop and implement 
lasting changes to all forms of bullying, including bullying against LGBTQ people. 
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2. Emalee G., et al, (2008) argued over the relationship between childcare clinicians and investigating agencies. 
The paper pivots lens on the negligence and ignorance of reporting childcare abuse especially with regards to 
LGBTQ community. It suggests various strategies for developing capable participants who can build up a 
strong legal system to abolish child abuse. 

3. Małgorzata, W., and Maria M., (2017) aimed to assist secondary school students in investigating issues 
such as bullying and peer group exclusion as well as intragroup relations in classroom settings. Additionally, it 
was intended to devise practical strategies to discontinue bullying and ascertain peer sustain groups. Results 
showed that students can shore up or alter a school's anti bullying policy if they are treated as agents of 
alteration and carve up responsibility for bullying prevention. 

4. Elizabeth, P., and Melissa, S., (2013) argued at educators' accounts of LGBTQ harassment and how 
bullying discourses influenced educators' perceptions of LGBTQ students' needs. The researchers proposed a 
new definition of bullying in order to provide a more useful framework for comprehending the social nature of 
peer-to-peer aggression and developing interventions to address its cultural roots. Finally, the findings revealed 
that bullying must be redefined to take into account the connections between peer targeting and structural 
inequalities, and that the majority of peer-to-peer aggression in U.S. public schools was a form of gender 
policing. 

5. Bryan A (2019), argued that the dominant gender in society has marginalized LGBTQ youth, resulting in a 
wide range of mental health issues, including attempts at suicide and self-harm. The researcher proposed 
bolstering effects that hide schools' role in creating and maintaining the conditions that lead to bullying. In order 
to reduce the prevalence of gender- and sexuality-based bullying in schools, the paper concludes by 
emphasizing the necessity of addressing school-based organizational and cultural practices. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
The present research paper has been done with the help of secondary data collected from articles, publications 
and websites. 

MEASURES TAKEN TO CREATE HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT FOR LGBTQA COMMUNITY 

• Creating Posters and Safe Signs  
This would help the LGBTQA community feel safe and secured not only in educational institutions but also at 
common public places. 

• Building an Internal Community  
Encourage students to design a community separately in educational institutes. This will lit the seed of 
acceptance among the major gender share of the society for LGBTQA community. This also enables the 
LGBTQA community to express their views, hindrances and dissonances they come across. 

• Stop ahe Bully 
Bullies are those who aren’t educated about the LGBTQA community. They are the once who presume them 
humorous, make them feel ashamed of the indifferent identity, embarrass them. Bullies should be educated to 
tackle through various seminars, conferences, etc 

• Taking the Help of the Internet 
With the help of social media is has become convenient to establish communication at large distances. Creating 
rooms for chatting or groups will lend a hand the LGBTQA community to articulate their views and opinions. 

STEPS TO ADDRESS HOMOPHOBIC BULLYING IN EDUCATION INSTITUTES 

 Acknowledge the challenges of bullying: It is evident that bullying takes place in educational missions in 
various forms such as verbal, vocal, physical, mental, emotional, etc. Bullying is reflective many a times in 
those forms which are no immediately visible. 

 Frame healthy policies to acknowledge homophobic bullying: Anti bullying cells and committees should 
be framed within the educational premises ensuring the fast removal of homophobic graffiti. 

 Creating healthy social environment: The parents, teachers, caretakers, infact the entire educational 
community should extent a supporting hand of acceptance towards the LGBTQA community, not 
considering of their indifferent choices and likings. They should make them sense protected and glad. 
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 Outside expertise: Ensure support to the LGBT youth within and outside the educational institutes with the 
help of people working in external agencies at local level. Such bodies direct in ways to address 
homophobic bullying. 

 Reforms to be introduced in curriculum: Teaching must be ensured at all levels in curriculum which 
should include homophobic bullying. This will ensure acceptance and appreciation towards diversity in 
gender among the major part of the society. 

 Encouraging role models: Organizing seminars or speeches openly by gay staff, parents, and caretakers 
having a successful career from outside the educational institute. For example: Sports stars can be a strong 
role model for the students. 

CONCLUSION 

The major gender of the society should appreciate and respect the LGBTQ community. It is very significant to 
realize that they are also equally entitled to enjoy Human rights as males and females do. Educational institutes 
shall promote this acceptance among the students from an early age. This will help to convert the society a 
better place to live in for this indifferent community. The LGBTQ community should be given the right to be 
safe, secure and expressive about their indifferent choice of demands. The stereotype about gender leading to 
social construct should be wipped off giving equal opportunities and identity to the LGBTQ youth. 
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ABSTRACT 
This research papers content is LGBTQIA +Community problems such as financial, health issues like acute and 

chronic diseases. This is an invisible conflict which is secretly kept under cover. This study describes the 

present scenario of these community and focus light on various aspects such as their social status and 

family relationships, respect, regard, friendship dignity, love, affection and emotions
1
.  

This research also attempts the important issues of this community as health problemsare also ignored and 

denied by the close blood relatives, other family members and neighbors. 

All these things are responsible to them feel unsafe, because of harassment, sexual violence. They suffer 

by many more diseases. As they get hateful treatment in society experiences or remarks in school, a 

college, at working places. 

At the health centers, clinics where the treatment of normal people have done by doctors but this community 

are restricted to look after their health and treatment is not given to them. This is very ridiculous for mankind. 

Keywords: LGBTQIA + Community, ignorance, family, society, financial status, diseases, treatment. 

INTRODUCTION 
The sustainable development is progressing all over the world in all sectors, for community of all religions, 
literate and illiterate, rich and poor people, male and female. But one Community that has over sighted by all 
stake holders, rulers, politicians, different organizations, NGO’s and education institutions, that is the 
LGBTQIA +Community. 

To improve lifestyle, health, safety wellness of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender, queer, intersex, asexual 
etc is specific group of people2 

This term encompasses the entire spectrum of gender fluidity and sexual identity. The plus signat end of 
LGBTQIA+ can include member of other community itself. 

This research is study to identify the problems, demands of this community. It also includes the information 
of injustice on these people from close relative, society and health service centre. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
The LGBTQIA abbreviation is an adaptation of initialism LGB, which began to replace the term gay or lesbian 
in reference to the border LGBT community beginning in the middle class family with very low income, having 
very poor economic situation, they are not financially sound. It impacts directly on these community health 
problems. These community live in normal society where they suffer from hate, torture, beaten to death and 
even sometime they have to leave the place.3 This study evaluates present situation of this community. The lack 
of social support and more harassment 4 

This is the need of hour to give justice to LGBTQIA +community. Many NGO’s raised the voice,did campaigns 
for their rights but government and authorities denied many of the legal and economic privileges for them. The 
issues of this community are different in urban and rural areas and they are kept isolated from society. 

In last few decades the human right of LGBT community have come into focus resulting into published books, 
articles, reports which deals with rights and demands of this community. In 172nd report of law commission, the 
committee members recommended deletion of section 377of IPC and pleaded that it is harmful to public health 
due to the direct impact on life of homosexual. (Law commission of India, 2000).Among all homeless youth 20 
% to 40% youth consist of LGBT’s people and the reason behind this is that they are hated by close relatives, it 
does a negative impact of society towards them and lack of understanding of their sexual orientation (Ray 
2006)5. 
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METHODOLOGY  
Many more methods are available to study their challenges associated with research with LGBT populations 
and theirs issues, demands and their rights. These challenges include accurately defining measuring and 
sampling respondents. 

While survey or sampling is done it should be ethical and trusted. The classification of people is based upon their 
protection rights6. 

For Raigad Dist of Maharashtra this survey has been done. In this research survey method of questionnaire 
relating to numbers is used- that are howmany, how much, where and so on- is most appropriately answered 
qualitatively and quantitavely. 

The Questionnaire Was- 

Name, Date of birth, Education, Religion, Caste, Marital status, Occupation, Service, 

home/ Homeless/ In the group, Clinical support from relative /society, Health Issues viz. B.P. Diabetes, 
Thyroid, AIDS, Cancers, PCOD f ) Ulcer, Insomnia, Anxiety, Parkinson, Mental disorders, Hernia, Any 
otheretc. Numbers of friend, Living in camps/separately, Any other source of income, Total income or salary, 
Opinion about government supporting help. 

In this survey advocates, NGO’s chairperson and members, health workers are also taken into account to get 
the detail information from this community. 

FINDINGS / RESULTS  
Being a human ourselves we should take initiative to bring this community in mains stream to get all their 
rights. As these people have infected by the dieses as – 36% fo LGBTQIA+ community are infected by 
Sevier diseases like HIV, AIDS & 28% of having anxiety, insomnia, mental disorder 42% people have fear & 
shame of society in the Raigad District of Maharashtra. To the campaign for their rights the awareness 
program must be organized by school and colleges and NGO’s. These programs and activities assisted by 
government finance. At United Nation Organization (UNO), Central governments and State governments 
levels of all countries in the world make the laws, acts, rules and should to protect the fundamental rights of 
all LGBTQIA+ Community. 

Worldwide all stakeholders should organize awareness program unanimously for the equality and fraternity 
and forupliftment of these people. Where violation of the rules is being observed, the action should be taken for 
such offence anddiscrimination. 
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CONCLUSION  
This research is an attempt to enable researchers to solve the problems of LGBTQIA+ Community. We 
must commit to create safer communities for everyone. Our vision and goalmust be clear as we are mankind, 
to empower these people and help to them understand their potential, their skill in different areas and utilize 
it in needful sectors of the nation. Three following things can be achieved from this research that are- 

i) LGBTQIA+ community will live respectfully in the society. 

ii) They should to get their rights as a human being. 

iii) In every corner of the world a message of love, affection and harmony will spread for this people. 
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ABSTRACT 
Outside the home, schools are the primary vehicles for educating, socializing, and providing services to all 

children. Regardless of their sexual orientation or gender identity, many children suffer social pressures at 

school. But for LGBTQ kids, who frequently struggle to understand their identities, lack family and friend 

support, and receive negative messaging about LGBTQ people at school and in their community, the experience 

can be extremely challenging. 

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) students frequently face more obstacles and unfriendly 

school environments than their heterosexual peers because educational practices, regulations, and curriculum 

frequently give preference to heteronormative norms. The establishment of zero-tolerance policies, LGTBQ-

inclusive curricula, mandatory professional development for teachers, and the creation of safe spaces for 

LGTBQ kids within schools are just a few examples of the significant work needed to challenge these 

institutions. 

Keywords:  LGBTQIA+ Community, Educational discrimination, challenges. 

INTRODUCTION 
We all feel incredibly proud of India's great cultural legacy. Traditions have been changed without losing their 
original meaning, and we have welcomed these changes as a reflection of the times. The queer community has 
significantly contributed to the development of Indian culture, and as Indians, we should come together to 
celebrate this magnificent history, not just because the queer community contributed to it but also because they 
deserve the same love and respect as all other groups. 

 History 

In ancient India, all types of love were accepted and celebrated. This can be observed in Indian religious 
scriptures that featured homosexual 

In 1977, Shakuntala Devi published the first study of homosexuality in India, called “The World of 
Homosexuals”. It called for “full and complete acceptance and not tolerance and sympathy”. 

On August 24, 2017, the Supreme Court granted the LGBTQ people in this country the right to freely express 
their sexual orientation. The law protecting the right to privacy provided protection for one's sexual orientation. 

On November 26th 2019, the Parliament passed the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill. This bill 
defined a transperson as someone whose gender doesn’t match the one assigned at birth. It prohibited 
discrimination against them in employment, education, healthcare, and other services. 

 What is LGBTQ+? 
1. Lesbian: A lesbian means, a woman who is sexually attracted to a woman. 

2. Gay: A gay means, a man who is sexually attracted to the man. 

3. Bisexual: A bisexual person is someone who is sexually attracted to people of both sexes. 

4. Transgender: It is a term used to define people whose gender identity and gender expression, differs from 
that usually associated with their birth sex. 

5. Queer: Queer is a term used to refer to sexual and gender identities who are neither heterosexual nor 
cisgender (opposite of transgender). 

The ‘+’ in ‘LGBTQ+’ signifies that the above list is not exhaustive it includes other categories as well like 
Pansexual, asexual, Intersex etc. 

Even though we may pride ourselves on being an advanced and sophisticated generation, it is heartbreaking 
to witness the injustices suffered by members of the LGBTQ Community in various settings. The LGBTQ 
community continues to face a number of obstacles that must be overcome. 

The main issue is the lack of equality in the educational system. 
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 Challenges faced by LGBTQIA+ community in education sector 
In India, the total population of transgender persons is around 4,87,803 with a literacy rate of 57.06% 
according to the 2011 Census. In 2011, there were 54,854 transgender children below the age of six. These 
children are now between the ages of 10 and 16 and should currently be in schools.  

The pass percentage of transgender persons of class 10 has decreased by 15.79% and those of class 12 has 
decreased by 16.66 %. As per CBSE press release 2020. 

This prompts a few important questions: 

 Why is there a slide in the academic performance of transgender persons? 

 Why are they being constantly neglected by our education system? 

It is a sad fact that lecturers and professors do not publicly support LGBT students and frequently advise them 
to keep their sexuality a secret. As a result, students who follow their teachers' lead tend to avoid LGBT 
students. The children are thus frequently targeted by their own classmates or peers for harassment and bullying 
at schools and colleges. If the bullying from peers wasn’t enough, teachers too added to this discomfort at 
school. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 
Researcher has reviewed many journals,  articles, thesis based on LGBTQIA+ community and their challenges. 
Here are some of them. 

1. Hoanglan Cardinal (2021) 
It takes an approach that encompasses the entire school as well as a commitment to making good changes for 
LGBTQ children to be able to attend schools that are secure, welcoming, and free from acts of violence and 
harassment. The fact that kids who identify as LGBTQ often face unfriendly and unsupportive environments at 
school draws attention to the urgent requirement that educational institutions undergo fundamental change. 
Reforming rules on a systemic level using zero-tolerance standards and teaching curricula that are inclusive of 
LGBTQ topics encourages acceptance of diversity and does not tolerate harassment or discrimination. 
Curriculum that are LGBTQ-inclusive not only enhance knowledge among all students but also validate the 
LGBTQ community, which is sometimes ignored or unseen in traditional curricula and encourage inclusivity. 
Educators have the chance to acquire the understanding, knowledge, and skills necessary to serve LGBTQ kids 
through the participation in required professional development activities. 

2. Tiffany Wright, Nancy J Smith, Erin Whitney (2019) 
This study aims to obtain an awareness of the atmosphere of LGBT educators so that administrators may apply 
best practices related to the adoption of policy, advocacy, and enforcement, specifically relative to the process 
of developing an LGBT-inclusive environment in schools. According to the findings of the study, despite the 
fact that progress has been made in the time period between 2007 and 2011, LGBT educators continue to face 
obstacles that prevent them from being open and honest about their sexual orientation and/or gender identity. 
This study highlights the necessity of continuing efforts toward equity and justice within the context of sexual 
diversity and points to the importance of doing so. Students will benefit from these improvements just as much 
as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer educators would. It is crucial for the wellbeing of LGBT 
students, who are less likely to have those supports and a sense of safety outside of school, therefore it is 
important that all students feel secure and supported at school. However, it is important that all students feel 
safe and supported at school. 

3. Priya Menon (2019, Times of India) 

As per published articles, Bullying occurs in educational institutions as their lack of awareness among all 
towards LGBTQ+ community. There was a survey conducted in  Tamil Nadu , which states that among 
respondents ( transgenders) 60% are the victims of physical bullying when they were in middle or high school 
whereas 43% said that they were sexually harassed while in Primary school. 

OBJECTIVES 

1. To study history of LGBTQIA+ community. 

2. To study challenges faced by LGBTQIA+ community in education sector in India. 

3. To resolve concerns of injustice affecting LGBTQIA+ students in universities and schools. 
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
This research is purely based on secondary data. Information is collected through various news articles, books, 
journals, research papers based on LGBTQIA+ community. 

Due to lack of availability of statistical data researcher has put figures available through various sources. 

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
Researcher has only focused on challenges faced by LGBTQIA+ community in educational sectors. 

As many people of LGBTQIA+ community are not comfortable with sharing view so researcher has done 
research based on primary data only. 

FINDINGS AND SUGGESTIONS 
 Bullying of transgender persons is a widely prevalent phenomenon across the country. A transgender 

man from Bengaluru stated in interviews for the 2019 International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) report, 
"It [studying] got hard for me because everyone made fun of me, they didn't sit with me, and they didn't 
even touch me as if I had some sickness. Additionally, the teachers occasionally forced me sit alone. I 
chose to discontinue attending school since I was having problems at home and at school. 

 Transgender persons in our country do not have access to education, as is evident from their 
socioeconomic circumstances. Survival is their main priority. They continue to view education as 
luxury. Children who identify as transgender experience social stigma outside of schools as well as lack 
of acceptance as respectable members of society. 

 These occurrences expose the lack of understanding and compassion in our educational institutions. Our 
educational system must take steps to address the real difficulties transgender students in our schools 
confront. Our institutions are programmed to only classify people into the heterosexual binary of male 
and female, just as our brains. 

 From our school uniforms to seating arrangements, from the school assembly to the washrooms, this 
binary expression does not acknowledge the existence of transgender persons. This impacts their mental 
health to a great extent and results in high school dropout rates. 

Making schools and other educational institutions "trans friendly" is therefore urgently needed. 

 Suggestions to make “Trans friendly” environment at school/colleges. 
Making small changes around inclusive language can have a huge impact on either making people feel accepted 
and/or feeling excluded. 

HERE ARE MY SUGGESTIONS 
 Say, "Good morning everyone," rather than addressing your workers or pupils as "Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Boys and Girls." This allows you to accommodate various genders and identities without making any 
generalizations about people. Stop organizing students into boys’ teams and girls’ teams, find different 
ways. 

 Stop dividing up the students into teams for guys and teams for girls; discover alternative methods. 

 Give teachers a choice to wear LGBT badges/pins or have LGBT lanyards 

 Display the Pride flag inside and outside your school. There are many flags here that represent the LGBT+ 
community. 

 Displays. Show your visitors that you celebrate inclusion and diversity. Have displays celebrating LGBT 
stories and issues. 

 Your curriculum should be well planned and deliberately tailored to minority groups and should not be left 
to chance. 

 Children’s story books should include and promote different family dynamics, including same sex couples, 
single parents, foster parents, disabled children and parents, families of colour, families of different 
religions. 

 Researcher thinks that educating yourself, keeping an open mind, and being okay with being challenged are 
the greatest ways to learn more about the LGBT community. 

 

https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2020/06/01/all-of-the-flags-you-might-see-at-pride-and-what-they-mean/
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CONCLUSION 
Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) students frequently face more obstacles and unfriendly 
school environments than their heterosexual peers because educational practices, regulations, and curriculum 
frequently give preference to heteronormative norms. 

As we said we say we are the citizens of Undivided Nation: India, so accordingly we should all not discriminate 
them at any field. They have all rights to survive as an independent person just like all. 

Education is primary right of any individual. So, students of LGBTQIA+ community should be encouraged and 
feel free to take an education at any institute. For that we all should have friendly, open-minded schools, 
colleges, teachers, peer members who wont judge them at any ground. 

Let’s Be United on the grounds that “Every child yearns to learn”. 
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ABSTRACT 
Our society is in the process of accepting and accommodating LGBTQIA+ members but the pace of acceptance 

is very slow. This slow acceptance of transgender members in mainstream society could be due to several 

influencing factors. Before making any extravagant claims or assumptions, an attempt is made to understand 

and evaluate the perception of youth towards members of these communities. In India, youths constitute a major 

chunk of the population and they are considered agents of social change. 

The researchers attempt to evaluate the understanding of college youths towards gender and sexuality in 

general and their perceptions towards the LGBTQIA+ community, in particular, using the survey method. The 

sample population taken is the students from our college campus. The data is collected through a random 

sampling method. It is analysed through a questionnaire survey and percentage-based method and presented 

through a pie chart. 

Keywords: Students, perception, LGBTQIA+ 

METHOD 
This study is empirical in nature. The empirical data collected from students are analyzed. To attain the 
objectives and for getting first-hand information on students’ perceptions regarding LGBTQIA+ community 
members, researchers have used a questionnaire/survey form.  For the present study, a convenience or volunteer 
sampling technique was used. The sample was collected from 165 students. The researchers have prepared the 
google survey form in English and Marathi and circulated it among the students through WhatsApp groups for 
seeking responses. It was decided to have the data of at least 100 students irrespective of their disciplines and 
gender. The respondent students were from the following streams namely: 

1. Students of conventional courses SYBSC, SYBCOM & SYBA 

2. Students from Self Finance Courses 

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
The current study does not cover a comparative analysis of the responses in terms of gender or terms of streams. 

INTRODUCTION 
For transgender persons, their gender identity is not in congruence with their sex assigned at birth. In official 
records and documents, they are categorised as Third Gender. Generally, they are regarded as transgenders. The 
concept of LGBTQIA+ is wider and inclusive of all possibly known shades of queer population. As society is in 
the process of accepting and accommodating LGBTQI+ members, the pace of acceptance is very slow. 

Despite several legislations being formulated towards the protection of human and constitutional rights of the 
LGBTQI+ community, they are victimized and suffer from several forms of discrimination and social stigma.  
Social stigma, unwelcome gestures from fellow humans, non-acceptance in society as failing to the conformity 
standards, and denial of opportunities are worrisome situations for these community members even today. To 
overcome barriers, and get accepted as humans, there is a constant negotiation they have to undergo. The 
current research paper focuses on the need to understand perceptions of today’s youth as they are the harbingers 
of change in society. Studying and understanding the perceptions of some 150+ students may not be conclusive 
for setting up the generalization but certainly, it will be a small gesture to create awareness intending that may 
result in a large leap towards equality and acceptance of the queer/transgender/LGBTQIA+ population or may 
be suggestive of conscientization of youth. 

The term ‘LGBTQIA+’ is used to denote the following sects of people:  

1. Lesbian: A lesbian means, a woman who is sexually attracted to a woman. 

2. Gay: A gay means, a man who is sexually attracted to another man. 

3. Bisexual: A bisexual person is someone who is sexually attracted to people of both sexes. 

4. Transgender: It is a term used to define people whose gender identity and gender expression, differs from 
that usually associated with their birth sex. 
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5. Queer: Queer is a term used to refer to sexual and gender identities that are neither heterosexual nor 
cisgender (opposite of transgender). The term ‘Queer’ in itself is a community as they generally go for 
using pronouns instead of being restricted to, He, She etc. 

The ‘+’ in ‘LGBTQ+’ signifies that the above list is not exhaustive as it includes other categories as well like 
Pansexual, asexual, Intersex etc. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Fosch et al (2021), In this study, explained how gender is inferred in social media sites like Twitter and others. 
The basic assumption the general public carries is that gender is physiologically rooted, but this assumption 
proves harmful to people who are non-binary and cannot be accurately classified. 

Shally Dabra, and Vineeta Prasad (2021). “A Gap Analysis of the Perception of College Teachers and Students 
towards the LGBT Community”. The study explains the approach of college teachers and students towards the 
LGBT community. This study examines the perception of teachers and students towards the issue. The teachers 
are considered trendsetters and responsible for the inculcation of values and virtues among students. The 
teachers’ perception has been compared to the perception of the young students to explore the gap. The study 
shows a positive attitude of college students and teachers towards the LGBT community. 

Data on public opinion from 2006 shows that 41 per cent of Indians would not want a homosexual neighbour, 
and 64 per cent believe that homosexuality is never justified. Negative attitudes have diminished over time, 
however. Second, the effects of stigma and exclusion are potentially costly to economies loss of labour 
productivity and output because of employment discrimination and the loss of life years due to early death or 
disability will reduce the economic output of the Indian economy. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Objectives 
1. To understand the perceptions of youth towards LGBTQIA+ communities 

2. To understand the perceptions of youth towards gender and sexuality 

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 

 
Pie-chart-1 

Interpretation 

Out of 165 respondents, more than 48 respondents opted for option a) which is indicative of Gender as a social 
construct. 30% of the students on our campus at least are aware that this is neither a natural category nor 
assigned at the time of birth. But socio-cultural conventional norms of society feed such fixes to us. 

The perception for opting that Gender and Sex is the same is not sizeable. So, the myths and misconceptions 
regarding interchangeable words and interchangeable roles are slowly disappearing. The population whom we 
approached was not trained in sociology discipline except for very few respondents. 
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Pie-chart-2 

Interpretation 
More respondents opted for option b) which states that LGBTQIA+ includes lesbian, gay, questioning… 

Queer was the expected response but majorly it was chosen as questioning respondents’ choice may be guided 
respondents: they may not be aware of the meaning of the word Queer as it is not so common in public 
discourses; it appears in feminist discourses but as general respondents, they may not be aware of the shades of 
meaning it carries. Secondly, breaking the binary perceptions of society and questioning the non-vision-
visibility gender is what is being done by human rights activists and also the groups and persons working for 
protecting and ensuring transgender rights. 

At the outset, observations go like this: the students’ community may be sensitized to a certain extent towards a 
better understanding of accepting and integrating the concept that Sex and Gender are two distinct categories, 
but the terms used in these specialized discourses are yet to reach the public consciousness. 

 
Pie-chart-3 

In the case of responses recorded to questions No. 3  who is Lesbian? and 4 who is a transgender,  More than 
110 respondents out of 165 opted for the right response that a Lesbian is a female who is sexually attracted 
towards another female. This understanding of the students may have been shaped by popular culture and the 
films screened on OTT. Depiction of lesbians or gays on daily soaps is rare, at least on Indian TV but OTT 
platforms are providing exposure to such unconventional constructs like homosexual relations and how 
marriages between gay couples and lesbian couples are deprived of social sanctions initially but eventually are 
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accepted. In the late 20th  century,  the world of cinema was shaken by films by Deepa Mehta like Fire, and 
Water. (Water is not about homosexuality) ( hey, these films are not so old, certainly not late 19th century! At 
least, the society noted the presence of people who have different sexual orientations; though not accepting and 
accommodating them easily. 

 
Pie-chart-4 

In the case of responses recorded to question 4 who is transgender, more than 40% of respondents in the survey 
have chosen for option a) which states that a transgender is a person whose organs are different from those of 
normal men and women.  In the case of option b) the respondents are more or less in the same percentage in the 
English and Marathi versions. 

 
Pie-chart-5 

In the case of question 5 What is heterosexual? more than 45% of respondents have opted for a) that states it is a 
relationship between a man and woman which has the basis of love. Researchers have marked option b) as a 
more suitable response but 46% and more have chosen that response. 

Understanding and observation go like this: almost all familial relations are projected to be woven around love 
and respect between man and woman. It is a belief that we nurture through our social interactions and all 
cultural norms also. Reality differs: there are thousands of cases of wife beating, and abuse and psychological, 
physical harassment so we have to recommend for Act to prevent domestic violence towards women in the 
family. 
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Another angle to the story may be the language used to describe the option states that “a person who identifies 
himself as a man is in …”. it triggers the point that the generic terms of men and women are so underrated and 
ingrained in our thinking as if by default. So, someone describing/ declaring himself or herself as a man or a 
woman is not to be comprehended at all. Hence, popular terms of man and woman are never questioned or even 
doubted. That they are believed to be self-sufficient and not determined by context is what is ingrained in the 
popular psyche. 

 
Pie-chart-6 

Interpretation 

Respondents in both Marathi and English versions have opted majorly for the most suitable option that which is 
an attraction between two people of the same sex. More than 140 respondents opted for the above-mentioned 
choice. In a way, such responses indicate that understanding is slowly emerging and there is a familiarity with 
the term and its usage. 

 
Pie-chart-7 

Interpretation 
More than 45% of respondents have opted for option a) that gender role is a division of work based on gender 
identity. Researchers have marked d) which is all-inclusive as the most suitable answer but public 
consciousness is still governed by stereotypical images and gender-assigned work and gender-aligned roles. 
Gender is a socio-cultural construct is what is chosen for question 1. But when it comes to mapping the 
behaviour patterns and dictates, we are still governed by gender-driven expectations that men are to be the 
breadwinners and women are to be the homemakers. 
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Pie-chart-8 

Interpretation 
The survey interprets the majority of the respondent around 42% opted for option a) Gender norms are 
behaviour or attribute of the society towards a particular gender. The way society expects gender to behave with 
certain rules. 

 
Pie-char-9 

Interpretation 
Almost 25% + of respondents opted for option a) that Sex is a natural/biological identity followed by option b) 
with 22% that gender identity is one’s self-determination. So gender stereotyping as a superimposition of 
biological identity may not be known but that sex is to be identified with the body is the accepted response 
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Pie-chart-10 

Interpretation 

More than 20% of the respondents opted for treating transgender as human beings with equal respect and 
dignity. Hence it is very important to shape young minds about the transgender community and their socio-
economic problem. Very few respondents think that they are to be treated as lesser human beings. 15% of the 
respondents have opined that they are to be treated as supernatural beings. The responses treating them as 
supernatural may be influenced by a general belief of treating them as having some “ansha” or a divine element 
in them. There are communities within this community who are especially invited to some religious 
celebrations, or cultural events like marriage and birth ceremonies. They are adored and worshipped on such 
occasions and are especially invited. In an open dialogue with some transgender members during a conference, 
Maya Avasthi spoke about the myths and misconceptions regarding this. She stated that we are as humans as 
you and not with any supernatural or divine powers. So, do not treat us as divine or special beings but treat and 
look at us as natural humans with diverse gender. 

 
Pie-chart-11 

Interpretation 

Over 85% of the respondents stated that LGBTQA+ is not a disease. So, hopefully, that stigma and 
discrimination will be uprooted from the minds of people and will pave a way for accepting members of diverse 
genders. 
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Pie-chart-12 

Discussion: When respondents were asked to record their responses to a question if LGBTQIA+ people 
have a right to be in a relationship, 60%+ stated their response as yes. Respondents were also asked to 
justify their answers. For discussion presenting here the responses which throw light on the deep and 
positive thought process of respondents. 

REASON INTERPRETATION 

The majority of 60+ of the respondent was of the view that it is an individual right to be in a relationship 
according to their preference of sex. These responses not only indicate hopefulness but also go beyond just 
treating and looking at them as par with their existence. It is natural to connect relationships with the same 
or opposite gender. There is no medical problem with such emotions. 10% of the respondent were of the 
view that transgender should not be in a relationship since it’s unnatural and get emotionally cheated and 
harassed by the same sex. 

DISCUSSION 

The nomenclature with which transgender community members are identified has numerous shades of the task 
they perform.  Sometimes transgenders are identified as Hijras.  The life situations are hard for them. Most of 
the times they are poverty stricken and excluded from employment and education. They suffer from stigma and 
exclusion in India. The stigma and exclusion cost economic development. Discrimination brings constraints on 
the availability of labour. Their sexuality and gender need not provide others with an opportunity to exploit 
them and become victims of violence and harassment. 

In the year 2014, transgender persons are recognized as the third gender by Supreme Court of India. The 
judgement brought new hope, but still the change in the society is awaited. 

By 2014 like us, our neighbouring countries Napal, Bangladesh also officially recognized third gender people as 
citizens deserving of equal rights.  The Supreme Court of India stated, “it is the right of every human being to 
choose their gender,” and that recognition of the group, “is not a social or medical issue, but a human rights 
issue.”. 

The analysis of the survey results demonstrates that overall, the negative responses towards transgenders are 
decreasing. But the question still remains, whether people will welcome them as neighbours, colleagues, or 
schoolmates sitting on the same bench and sharing tiffin? Overriding the prescribed gender and sexual 
identities, will these youth accept them with ease and confidence? 

CONCLUSION 

The researchers acknowledge the long struggle of the LGBTQ community for basic fundamental rights and the 
government schemes to empower the LGBTQ community socio-economically. Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ) rights in India have evolved in recent years. They constitute 14% of our 
population, and because of their exclusion the labour force also suffers and economic loss as a country also 
becomes inevitable. 
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However, LGBTQ citizens still face certain social and legal difficulties compared to those who do not belong to 
that community. The duty of the general public is to welcome the decision of the court with open arms. 
Previously Indian Census never recognized them as third gender and collected the census data for them as 
transgenders. According to 2011 census data on transgender based on socioeconomic aspect, the overall 
population of the transgender community is 4.88 lakhs, and the highest population of transgender in India is in 
U.P followed by Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Bihar. In the National Legal Services Authority, Union of 
India case (2014), the Supreme Court declared transgender people to be a 'third gender'. It also proclaimed that 
the fundamental rights granted under the Constitution of India will be equally applicable to all three genders. 

Though the trends of acceptance and accommodation are seen in the analysis of data, there has to be conscious 
efforts to be made towards equality of all genders. People with diverse identities are humans and they are to be 
accepted and respected equally, this message should reach all. For rebuilding the lives of non-normative 
genders, training and skills are to be imparted. They have an equal right to access public spaces and to become a 
part of mainstream life. They are marginalized and care has to be taken that they will not get further 
marginalized due to digitalization and technological neutrality. We should work towards affirming the rights of 
the LGBTQIA+ community and create an enabling environment. Their lives are to be made visible. For the 
same, law-making bodies and authorities have already taken up the task, but being members of educational 
institutions, we are the torchbearers and should help them in mapping their world and joining their world with 
ours. 

However, third gender community is hopeful. As Supreme Court has directed the governments to provide 
education and employment opportunities to all third gender members. They directed the government to open 
education and job opportunities to all third gender groups. 

SUGGESTIONS 
1. The queer/LGBTQIA+ population being part of human groups, awareness programmes and educative 

programmes need to be promoted to increase the degree of acceptance among the students and all the 
stakeholders on the campus. This will help in changing the perceptions positively towards non-normative 
genders. 

2. Curriculum content is to be made gender-neutral. 

3. Learning spaces are to be created in schools, colleges and universities for non-normative genders as their 
narratives reveal the fact that they leave the house in the early years of their life and become school 
dropouts. 
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INTRODUCTION TO LGBTQIA + COMMUNITY 

The LGBT community (also known as LGBTQIA + community, GLBT community, the gay community, or 
queer community) is a loosely defined grouping of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersexual 

and asexual individuals united by a common culture and social movements. These communities generally 
celebrate pride, diversity, individuality, and sexuality. LGBTQ activists and sociologist see LGBT community-
building as a balance between heterosexism, homophobia, biphobia, transphobia, sexualism, and 

conformist pressure that exist in a larger society. The LGBT is diverse in the political association.  Groups 
that may be considered part of the LGBT community include gay villages, LGBT rights organization, LGBT 
employee group at companies, students’ group in schools and university, and LGBT affirming religious group. 
These communities may organize themselves into or support, movements for civil rights in various places 
around the world. 

PERCEPTION ON LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY 
The condition of sexual disorientation behavior is a condition that develops from various and interrelated 
factors. This behavior is not the result of a single major factor, its formation occurs throughout the individual 
life span instead. LGBT individuals may experience social stigma in their day-to-day life. Prejudice and 
explicitly stigmatizing behavior of other people may increase LGBTQ individuals fear regarding 
discrimination. LGBTQ people can be negatively influenced by sexual stigma not only through the behavioral 
aspects, such as homophobic harassment and discrimination, but also through attitudinal aspects. For LGBTQ 
people, perceived homonegative attitude in social environment cause ill effect on mental health and make them 
doubt social justice. 

PARENTAL ATTITUDES OF GENDER EXPANSIVENESS SCALE FOR YOUTH (PAGES-Y) 
Parental support includes providing emotional support, ensuring safety and validating personal experiences, 
positively impact adolescent development and may counteract the deleterious effects of adverse childhood. 
Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer/questioning (LGBTQ) adolescent are particularly vulnerable to 
discrimination and victimization on account of their sexuality, gender identity, or gender expression. These 
adverse experiences have been linked to increased odds of psychopathology, suicidality, substances use, 
homelessness, and sexual risk behavior. LGBTQ adolescents who perceive their parents to be supportive of 
their sexual or gender identities report better psychosocial health and health behavior outcomes than LGBTQ 

adolescents without supportive parents. 

When they experience parental rejection or insufficient support gender-expansive youth are likely to face 
economic and societal marginalization, incarceration, and physical abuse, leaving them at significantly higher 
risk for drug abuse, violence, HIV acquisition, other sexually transmitted infections, and homelessness as the 
age 15-18. 

Degree of parental acceptance and rejection exist along two separate spectra and can, therefore both be 
expressed by a parent. For example, a parent may be somewhat accepting of their child’s disclosure of 
transgender identity but prohibit (or not fully support) their child from initiating a social gender transition. 
Parental rejection may result from a parent’s doubts about validity of their child’s self-identified gender or due 
to deficits in parenting ability or capacities. 

OBJECTIVE: 
To study perceived attitude of LGBTQ community using Parental Attitude Gender Expansiveness Scale for 

Youth (PAGES-Y) 

HYPOTHESIS: 
H0: There is no significant difference in the perspective of parental attitude among the youth of LGBTQIA 
community 

H1: There is a significant difference in the perspective of parental attitude among the youth of LGBTQIA 
community. 
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REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
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ITS AUTHOR 
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
Primary Data Sources: - Questionnaire devised for youth to understand the factors that create perception 
towards LGBTQ Community. 

SPSS Software used: - Cronbach Alpha, Factor Analysis. 

Standard Questionnaire: - Parental Attitude Gender Expansiveness Scale for Youth  

(PAGES Y) 

Secondary Data Sources: - Research papers, Journals, Reports, webliography links 

Sampling: - Purposive Sampling Method 

Sample: - 82 respondents 

DATA VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY 
Testing of reliability of data of all 12 factors under study facilitating perspective of parental attitude among the 
youth of LGBTQIA community. 
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Reliability Statistics 

Cronbach's Alpha Cronbach's Alpha Based on Standardized Items N of Items 
.745 .754 14 

 

Item Statistics 

 Mean Standard Deviation N 
My parent(s) are proud of me 4.28 .730 82 

My parent(s) are ashamed of me 4.64 .630 82 
My parent(s) try to hide me 4.56 .624 82 

I can be myself around my parent(s) 4.38 .785 82 
My parent(s) advocate for my rights as a gender-expansive or 

exclusive child 
4.26 .816 82 

My parent(s) protect me and defend me against others prejudice 
against gender-expansive/trans* people 

4.25 .791 82 

My parent(s) have problems with my gender expression 4.04 .872 82 
My parent(s) use rewards or treats to pressure me to live as my sex 

assigned at birth 
4.51 .724 82 

I can talk to my parent(s) about romantic relationships and dating 4.48 .685 82 
My parent(s) worry about how my gender identity will affect our 

family’s image if its different from normal 
4.27 .826 82 

My parent(s) probably believe that I am supporting gender-
expansive/trans* because of something they did wrong 

4.21 .751 82 

My parent(s) are worried that my gender identity if different is a bad 
influence on other kids in my family 

4.21 .766 82 

Cronbach's alpha is the common measure of internal consistency ("reliability") as Cronbach's alpha is 0.745, 
which indicates a good level of internal consistency in the variable of study to understand various facilitating 
perspectives of parental attitude among the youth of the LGBTQIA community. 

DATA INTERPRETATION AND DATA ANALYSIS 

 

59 respondents belong to the age group 18-20 

17 respondents belong to the age group 21-25 

6 respondents belong to the age group 26-28 

Majority of the respondents includes early adults (18 to 20 years) 
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46 respondents are female, 36 respondents are male 

 

56 respondents are graduates, 7 respondents are post-graduates, 2 respondents have done PhD, 15 respondents 
are from others 

 

70 respondents are students, 12 respondents are working professionals 
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A maximum number of respondents choose that parents to play an important role in Affecting their mental 
health and self-esteem. 

 

Maximum respondents feel that they are not free to express their opinion in their home 

 

Maximum number of respondents has no comments on the support of LGBTQ community. But 13 respondents 
have highly negative support because of their gender identity and 16 respondents has positive support. 
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Maximum respondents have no comments about their opinion and thoughts about LGBTQ community. 

 

Maximum respondents feels that youth-serving professional, teachers and administrators has an responsibility 
towards the gender inclusive learning environment. 

FACTOR ANALYSIS 
Factor analysis (FA) attempts to identify the variables, of factors that facilitate the perspectives of parental 
attitude among the youth of the LGBTQIA community. 

KMO and Bartlett's Test 
Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy. .626 

Bartlett's Test of Sphericity Approx. Chi-Square 977.317 
df 135 

Sig. .000 

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy value is greater than 0.5 so it indicates the sample is 
adequate for factor analysis. 

Since the significant value is less than 0.05 it indicates that the factor analysis the is correct technique for 
reducing the large no of attributes into a small no of factor components. As the 
p-value is less than 0.05, we can reject the null hypothesis and accept the alternative hypothesis. 

H1: There is a significant relationship between factors that facilitate the perspectives of parental attitude among 
the youth of the LGBTQIA community. 

 

 



International Journal of Advance and Innovative Research   
Volume 9, Issue 4 (III): October - December, 2022  
 

85 

ISSN  2394 - 7780 

 

 

The Scree plot graphs the eigenvalue against the factor number. The elbow of the graph where the eigenvalues 
seem to level off is found and factors or components to the left of this point should be retained as significant. 

Rotated Component Matrix
a
 

 

Component 

1 2 
My parent(s) are proud of me .971 .110 

My parent(s) are ashamed of me -.031 .721 
My parent(s) try to hide me -.115 .811 

I can be myself around my parent(s) .956 .223 
My parent(s) advocate for my rights as a gender-expansive or 

exclusive child 
.820 -.021 

My parent(s) protect me and defend me against others’ prejudice 
against gender-expansive/trans* people 

-.233 .799 

My parent(s) have problems with my gender expression .713 -.037 
My parent(s) use rewards or treats to pressure me to live as my 

sex assigned at birth 
.843 -.024 

I can talk to my parent(s) about romantic relationships and dating .975 .114 
My parent(s) worry about how my gender identity will affect our 

family’s image if its different from normal 
.752 -.029 

My parent(s) probably believe that I am supporting gender-
expansive/trans* because of something they did wrong 

-.123 .721 

My parent(s) are worried that my gender identity if different is a 
bad influence on other kids in my family 

.843 -.024 

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.  
 Rotation Method: Varimax with Kaiser Normalization. 

a. Rotation converged in 3 iterations. 
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Component 1 (Most Significant Factors) 

 My parent(s) are proud of me 

 I can be myself around my parent(s) 

 My parent(s) advocate for my rights as a gender-expansive or exclusive child 

 My parent(s) have problems with my gender expression 

 My parent(s) use rewards or treats to pressure me to live as my sex assigned at birth 

 I can talk to my parent(s) about romantic relationships and dating 

 My parent(s) worry about how my gender identity will affect our family’s image if its different from normal 

 My parent(s) are worried that my gender identity if different is a bad influence on other kids in my family 

Component II 

 My parent(s) are ashamed of me 

 My parent(s) try to hide me 

 My parent(s) protect me and defend me against others’ prejudice against gender-expansive/trans* people 

 My parent(s) probably believe that I am supporting gender-expansive/trans* because of something they did 
wrong 

According to factor analysis, it can be derived that parental attitude towards LGBTQ community mostly reflects 
the following 

 My parent(s) are proud of me 

 I can be myself around my parent(s) 

 My parent(s) advocate for my rights as a gender-expansive or exclusive child 

 My parent(s) have problems with my gender expression 

 My parent(s) use rewards or treats to pressure me to live as my sex assigned at birth 

 I can talk to my parent(s) about romantic relationships and dating 

 My parent(s) worry about how my gender identity will affect our family’s image if its different from normal 

 My parent(s) are worried that my gender identity if different is a bad influence on other kids in my family 

CONCLUSION 
The above method helps us to evaluate that they are some amounts of acceptance among parents in terms of 
youth opinion about gender expansiveness, but they have still to embrace the fact of LGBTQ openness and 
inclusiveness in the society. 

LIMITATION OF THE STUDY 
The study was majorly focusing on metropolitan area and diverse segments of the society was not included due 
to cost and time constraint. 
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ABSTRACT 
This paper brings out the difference between the terms - gender identity and sexual orientation. Gender is a 

broader term that includes a person's internal sense of who they are, that's called their gender identity. 

Physicians who practice in this area reminds us that gender identity and sexual orientation are independent 

characteristics that also typically develop at different times in a person's life A child whose sex assigned at birth 

aligns with their gender identity, which is the more common case scenario, is sometimes called cisgender. When 

a child's sex assigned at birth doesn't align with their gender identity, and this is called transgender. Creating a 

gender-inclusive school environment is a powerful way in which to support the healthy growth and development 

of all children, including transgender children. In order to learn, children need to feel safe. As a global 

community, we have a responsibility to work together to build a world that is ready to support, and celebrate 

each and every child 

Keywords: Gender identity, sexual orientation, transgender, gender-inclusive and healthy growth. 

INTRODUCTION 
Many people use the terms sex and gender interchangeably, but they are actually two separate characteristics. 
At birth, a child is usually assigned a sex according to the body parts with which that child is born. Gender is a 
broader term that includes a person's internal sense of who they are, that's called their gender identity. And most 
children are aware of their gender identity pretty early on in childhood. The term gender also includes the way 
in which people express their identity, by way, of how they choose to dress and present themselves to others. In 
any society ideas about what's considered acceptable gender expression change over time. Today, not many 
people would be shocked to see a woman wearing pants or a man wearing an earring, this probably wasn't the 
case 100 years ago. As a society, we seem to be a little more accepting of sex assigned girls, who also identify 
as girls, but they prefer to dress and act in ways that are considered typically boyish. Interestingly, our society is 
still less accepting of sex assigned boys who identify as boys, but choose to express themselves in ways that our 
society considers girlish. Many children whose gender identity and their sex assigned at birth are aligned, will 
choose to dress or act in ways that don't conform to traditional gender roles. But even though we've become 
more comfortable with a more expansive view of gender expression, the general understanding of gender 
identity in our society has been that there only two choices, male or female. And that they should match or align 
with a child's sex assigned at birth, today that's changing. More and more scientists, healthcare professionals, 
and people in the general public are beginning to recognize that gender identity may be better understood as the 
characteristic that exists across a spectrum, like many other human characteristics. And that gender identity and 
sex assigned at birth don't always align. 

CIS AND TRANS GENDER 

If we start to think about gender identity as a spectrum, and we remember that this is a characteristic that's 
separate from a person's sex assigned at birth. Then it begins to make sense that in some cases a person's gender 
identity, and the label they're given at birth, might not be oriented in the same direction. A child whose sex 
assigned at birth aligns with their gender identity, which is the more common case scenario, is sometimes called 
cisgender. When a child's sex assigned at birth doesn't align with their gender identity, and this is the less 
common case, this is called transgender. The prefixes cis and trans come from organic chemistry, where a cis 
molecule is a molecule with two functional groups oriented in the same direction. In a trans molecule, the 
functional groups are oriented away from one another. Understanding gender identity as a characteristic that's 
separate from a person's sex assigned at birth, and one that exists across a spectrum, is a much more inclusive 
way of looking at the world around us. It creates space for diversity, and allows all of our children the chance to 
be celebrated and loved for who they truly are, regardless of where they fall on the gender spectrum. 

CREATION OF A GENDER-INCLUSIVE SOCIETY FOR CHILDREN 

Intentionally creating a gender-inclusive school environment is an effective way to support the healthy growth 
and development of all children, including transgender children. Children need to feel safe in order to learn. 
Because many people in the world still don't know what it means to be transgender, this can all too often lead to 
bullying in schools. Which can prevent even the brightest child from developing fully. When schools have a 
zero-tolerance policy for bullying, it creates a safer and more effective learning environment for everyone. 
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Because children are more likely to specify the differences that make each of them unique. As authority figures, 
teachers play an important role in modeling respect and acceptance for transgender children. One of the most 
effective way, a teacher can demonstrate affirmation is to consistently use a name and pronouns with which the 
child identifies. When someone with the authority of a teacher actively paints a picture of the world that 
includes a diverse cast of characters, where all the children can be found. This worldview is more likely to leave 
all children feeling safe, validated, and ready to learn. This may include ensuring that literature that celebrates 
diversity and promotes gender-expansive thinking is available to students in the classroom and library. Another 
step that schools can also take is to have people who are friendly, culturally strong. And to have a diverse staff, 
diverse faculties that collaborate with the school. Also to have a diversity assembly so they can show that we 
are not men, women, but there are also gender fluid people in the world. And having role models and 
classrooms where kids can talk about these things. Making basic facilities like toilets and changing rooms 
available to all children is also a crucial step schools can take to better serve their students. When a child can 
use the toilet without fear of harassment, it allows the child to focus on learning. Instead of investing a 
significant amount of their time and energy, they found ways to avoid using the bathroom at school. Sadly, 
many parents of transgender children say their children won't drink water all day. Or they will try to wait until 
they are out of school to use the bathroom where they feel safe. This can lead to serious health problems such as 
dehydration and chronic constipation. All this has a negative effect on learning. As more and more schools that 
only have one-stall bathrooms are learning about it. Or having the child be able to use the bathroom he or she 
would like. So it's about when you have a child who might identify as a girl, for example, and they walk into a 
girls' bathroom, but they may not physically come out as a girl. The children will notice, wait a minute, 
someone else comes to the bathroom and can look at the child a little, but it will not be comfortable. Our 
children are the future of our society. So, as they continue to expand the ways they understand and express 
gender. Our schools have a responsibility to provide them with an environment that helps them be their most 
authentic selves. 

WHAT WE CAN DO? 
As a society, we all should try to protect human rights, especially the rights of our children. Imagine a world 
where all children have the right to be loved and accepted, regardless of their gender identity, and whether or 
not it aligns with the sex they were assigned at birth. In early childhood, establishing an affirming environment 
for a transgender child is probably the most important way to protect their health and help them develop to their 
full potential. This includes allowing them to express themselves by letting them dress in ways that they feel 
most comfortable. Allowing them to choose a hairstyle that they feel fits their sense of who they are. And 
listening to them about things like the name and pronouns they want others around them to use. This also often 
includes working with family, friends, and teachers to honor a child's request. Little kids don't really need much 
treatment, so to speak. But what sometimes people will do is they'll do sort of a social transition. They’ll dress 
in the gender they're comfortable. They might even want you to call them a different nickname. They might cut 
their hair a certain way. And so that's a way that they can sort of come out and experience that gender to their 
family and to their friends in school.  of course, those kids really need a lot of support and acceptance. The time 
around puberty is uniquely challenging for transgender children, as they face the prospect of developing 
physical characteristics that may not match their gender identity. At this time, many transgender children and 
their parents begin to discuss the option of delaying puberty. This gives the child and the family more time to 
make decisions together about longer term medical options. It also prevents the child from experiencing 
distress, as their body develops in a way that doesn't align with their internal sense of who they are. Another 
time when it becomes a little bit more of an issue and distress for the child is when it's about time to go into 
puberty. And especially if the child is identifying as a different gender than their assigned one at birth, the 
puberty they're going to go into is going to be different, not the one that they want. 

HOW GENDER IDENTITY IMPACTS SEXUAL ORIENTATION? 

Some human beings might wonder if someone is transgender, does that still mean they can be gay? In order to 
understand the difference between gender identification and sexual orientation, doctors who practice in this 
sector remind us that gender identification and sexual orientation are unbiased features that are still generally 
expanded in the specific cases of one's existence. The formation of gender identification can begin very early, 
this could be one of the first real elements of self-discovery that a child might feel. But transgender children 
generally find inner gaiety in being different as transgender or gender nonconforming early in life. People will 
inform you that they knew as soon as they were four years old or they were heard as under 18 months, knowing 
that their gender did not affect their assigned sex at birth. One of the elements that lead to confusion between 
gender identification and sexual orientation is that within the English language. Because of this, several human 
beings appear to be bothered and assume that transgender children somehow express their sexuality at an early 
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age. In fact, they may simply be telling us who they are from their hearts and minds. Later, as they begin to age 
and develop into puberty, they may begin to develop emotions that are attractive to different human beings. 
Sexual attraction would not generally begin in children earlier than perhaps inside the older primary or middle 
faculty, where infatuation may also begin in who they may be attracted to. And at that moment, the peace of the 
appeal could also come additionally. But of course, they can be much older once they certainly have real sex 
appeal and their expression in their appeal. Many children are able to identify their gender by age 3 or 4, and 
this sense of self grows with the child. Later on, generally around adolescence, maximum human beings begin 
to feel the emotion of attraction closer to different human beings. These can be aimed closer to those of the 
same sex, the opposite sex, everyone, or none. This is the time when someone begins to develop to recognize 
their sexual orientation. Thus, the time period of sexual orientation describes an individual's attraction within 
the sphere around them, something quite specific of their feeling in their personal internal gender identification. 
Sexual orientation can be simply as fluid as gender identification in that our gaze can be male, female, 
somewhere in between, or all of them. 

WHY IS SOCIAL SUPPORT SO IMPORTANT? 

The social network from our own circle of relatives, the community, and society in general, is one of the 
maximum effective non-scientific interventions which can assist a transgender individual thrive. Starting at 
home, it is own circle of relatives’ acceptance. Any human’s existence, needs to be cherished, which invariably 
occurs with the aid of our own circle of relatives. Thus, social guide might be the great remedy that we will be 
able to provide out there. So, in case you become aware of a child, and they arrive to you, simply permitting the 
kid to experience and providing security is one of the best things we can do. And if that social guide is there, 
then incidences of despair, suicide, anxiety, all of that may be decreased. The primary factor that parents and all 
of us, could do for them, is to simply accept them for precisely who they are, just in case you need to do 
something for them. Many studies have indicated that family acceptance has greatly reduced the instances of 
being distress, stress, depression, anxiousness, drug abuse and suicides among such children. Children with 
accepting families have higher self-worth, self-esteem, overall good health and have greater chances to succeed 
in life. According to Dr. Caitlin Ryan, the director of the Family Acceptance Project at San Francisco State 
University “The most important thing you can do is to tell your child how much you love them. Your love 
reassures them that you are there for them and it creates space to talk honestly about each other’s feelings. This 
helps your family stay connected and grow together.” 

CONCLUSION 
As a worldwide community, we've a responsibility to play a role together, to create a world that's able to 
support, and celebrate each and every child. Not to think about their differences but focus instead on what they 
need in common. All children must feel safe, loved, and revered so as to achieve their full potential during this 
world. By establishing a robust foundation, we all should help our kids build a stronger, and more stable future 
for all. Develop empathy for all and greater understanding of the experience of transgender individuals. 
Proactively identify and communicate with non-conforming, transgender and LGBT patients and their families 
so as to produce optimal care. Integrate supportive care in managing the health needs of transgender individuals, 
including the requirements of transgender children. We need to make sure that we are treating all people with 
dignity and respect. 

REFERENCES 
1. https://www.fighthatred.com/lgbt-rights/the-role-of-education-in-lgbt-issues/ 

2. The Importance of LGBTQ Acceptance in Modern Society- https://gradesfixer.com/ 

3. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/readersblog/know-your-rights/lgbtq-a-part-of-our-society-4320/ 

4. https://www.humanium.org/en/lgbtq-children/ 

5. https://www.childrensrights.org/lgbtq-2/ 

6. Kaasb. llJ, Paulsen.V.  What is known about the LGBTQ perspective in child welfare services? A scoping 
review protocol. BMJ Open 2019;9:e030675. doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2019-030675 

7. https://optionb.org/articles/why-accepting-your-lgbtq-child-matters-and-how-to-start 

8. https://pointapp.org/blog/understanding-community-lgbtq/ 

 

  

https://www.fighthatred.com/lgbt-rights/the-role-of-education-in-lgbt-issues/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/readersblog/know-your-rights/lgbtq-a-part-of-our-society-4320/
https://www.humanium.org/en/lgbtq-children/
https://www.childrensrights.org/lgbtq-2/
https://optionb.org/articles/why-accepting-your-lgbtq-child-matters-and-how-to-start


International Journal of Advance and Innovative Research   
Volume 9, Issue 4 (III): October - December, 2022  
 

90 

ISSN  2394 - 7780 

A STUDY OF LGBTQIA+ RIGHTS IN INDIA 

1
Shubham Vijay Gothankar and 

2
Dr. Shraddha Mayuresh Bhome 

1Student, M.Com (Banking and Finance) Part 1 
2Vice Principal and Head, M.Com Banking & Finance, B.Com Accounting & Finance 

ABSTRACT 
The idea of human rights rests on the center of thinking that all humans are equal. All humans have dignity and 

thus should be treated equally. Anything that undermines t hat dignity is a violation, as it violates the principle 

of equality and gives way to discrimination. Homosexuality is one of the most debated issues in the world which 

raises the question of human rights. People around the world become the prey of violence and discrimination 

only based on whom they love and how they look. The year 2018 ushered a ray of hope for the LGBTQIA+ 

community who has been fighting a prolonged battle for their rights, and finally, homosexuality is 

decriminalized in the judgment of the Navtej Singh Johar case. While the laws have changed but violence and 

discrimination against the LGBTQIA+ community persist at the hands of state machinery is evidence of the low 

status it grants to the LGBTQIA+ community. In India same-sex marriage is still a far-fetched dream. We must 

look forward to the International statute for the attainment of the real objective of the Constitution i. e. All 

citizens are equal. There is a need to reform society, to amend the underline thinking that it is no taboo or some 

mental condition, and to make everyone believe that human rights stand for all. 

Keywords: Homosexuality, LGBTQIA+, India, Section 377, Transgender, Human Rights. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

“This world would be a whole lot better if we just made an effort to be less horrible to one another.” 
- Ellen Page 

On 6th Sep 2018, Sec 377 of IPC a colonial-era law that criminalized “carnal intercourse against the order of 
nature” was read down and homosexuality was decriminalized in the case of Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of 
India3. The Supreme Court has finally upheld that every human being has a right to be free, irrespective of 
sexual orientation or gender identity. So now, homosexuality is decriminalized but the reaction of society is still 
challenging and detrimental for the LGBTQIA+ community. The term homosexual means ‘of the same sex. 
Homosexuality is a sexual orientation specified by sexual attraction or romantic love only for people who are 
recognized as being of the same sex. As time goes by Homosexuality is used in different terms. Presently it is 
known as LGBTQIA+. LGBTQIA+ stands for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer. 

Lesbian: -A lesbian means, a woman who is sexually attracted to a woman. 

Gay: -A gay means, a man who is sexually attracted to the man. 

Bisexual: - A bisexual person is sexually attracted to people of both sexes. 

Transgender: - It is a term used to define people whose gender identity and gender expression, differs from that 
usually associated with their birth sex. 

Queer: - Queer is a term used to refer to sexual and gender identities who are neither heterosexual nor 
cisgender. 

At present when Section 377 is gone, are homosexuals finally equal citizens? And have we accomplished full 
equality for transgender, or do we need to go beyond Sec 377? The researcher in its research is trying to focus 
on the history of legal battles of the LGBTQIA+, the struggle against Sec 377, and the impact of societal 
atrocities on the lives of the LGBTQIA+ community. This paper, thus, looks to discuss the difference between 
the text and practice, between legal imaginations of the existing case laws and the legal realities, the actual 
realities, and the happenings in society 

2. OBJECTIVES 

(1) To study of difficulties and challenges faced by the LGBTQIA+ community even after decriminalizing 
homosexuality. 

(2) To understand the history of legal battles of LGBTQIA+ and campaign against sec 377. 

(3) To elaborate and thorough study of the Impacts of COVID-19 on the LGBTQIA+ community. 
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3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
A secondary research has been done in drafting this research paper. Various books, research papers, articles, and 
journals have been analyzed and consulted while drafting this paper. The review and study of reports occurred 
only from authentic and official websites. All the important case laws and reports have been collected from e-
data sources such as SCC online, Indian Kanoon and Manupatra e-database, and so on. This study is also 
collaborated by a personal interview with some members of the LGBTQIA+ community. Few social media 
platforms have also been accessed while this research. Only verified instances and records have been added to this 
study. 

This study has targeted the analysis of the current condition of the LGBTQIA+ people living in India. We have 
tried our best to put forward the principled and parsimonious record of the current phenomenon and perception 
of a layman toward the LGBTQIA+ community. We have examined multiple issues towards the LGBTQIA+ 
community in legal, personal, and social fields. 

 A brief analysis of the International position of Human rights of the LGBTQIA+ community. 

 Critical evaluation of The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019. 

 A brief study of different social media platforms to gauge the societal perception of the LGBTQIA+ 
community. 

4. LITERATURE REVIEW 

 Louis Arbour, 2019 During the past few decades, the human rights of the LGBTQIA+ community have come 
into sharper focus and several journals, articles, reports, and books have surfaced that deal with the Rights and 
Issues of the LGBTQIA+ community. The principle of non-discrimination and the right to be equal before 
the law requires that the state should not only protect people from discrimination from state agents but also 
private entities and persons. 

 Cohen, Doyle, & Skoner, 1999; Dohrenwend, 2000 People can be adversely affected by high levels of 
stress, and the link between experiencing stress and manifesting symptoms of psychological or physical 
illness is well established in human beings and other species. 

 Law Commission of India, 2000 In the 172nd report of the law commission, the committee members 
recommended the deletion of Section 377 of IPC and pleaded that it is harmful to public health due to its 
direct impact on the life of a homosexual. 

 Feldblum, 2005 There is a need to establish equality in same-sex marriages with the support of society so 
that LGBTQIA+ groups may win the battle. 

 Ray, 2006 Among all homeless youth 20% to 40% of youth consist of LGBTQIA+ people and the reason 
behind that was a negative impact of society towards them, lack of understanding of their sexual 
orientation. 

 Dr. Madhurima Chowdhary, 2017 LGBTQIA+ having voting rights cannot be treated separately than 
other people as one person can have only one vote as validly spoken by the Chairman of Constitutional 
drafting committee Dr. B.R Ambedkar. 

 M. V. Lee Badgett, 2014 Stigma and exclusion of LGBTQIA+ people are likely to generate economic costs, 
particularly from lost productivity as a result of workplace discrimination, and health disparities. 

 V. Revathy and Dr. S. Pandiaraj, 2018 The Government should pass legislation for the marriage of 
LGBTQIA+ people. This study will further discuss the difficulties and challenges faced by the LGBTQIA+ 
community in India even after repealing Section 377. This paper also deals with the impact of the deadly 
virus COVID-19 on the entire LGBTQIA+ community. In addition, we have discussed the perception of 
society about the LGBTQIA+ community, the international legal position of LGBTQIA+ rights, the history 
of legal battles of LGBTQIA+, and the campaign against sec 377. Although there has been enough research 
work on LGBTQIA+ issues, research work on the position under special marriage act and personal laws has 
been very few and is found rarely, this study has dealt with the same. Furthermore, Social media platforms 
have been analyzed to gauge societal perception. 

Statement of Problem 
After doing various reviews of related literature the researcher has thought of studying legal battles of LGBTQIA+ and 
campaign against sec 377. 
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5. ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 

History of Legal Battles of LGBTQIA+ Community and Campaign Against  Sec 377 

In a culmination of decades of legal challenges to Section 377, the Naz Foundation 2001 filed a writ petition in 
the Delhi High Court challenging the law’s constitutional validity. Their petition was rejected by Delhi High 
Court in 2004 based on locus standi. Subsequently, in 2006, they appealed against the order of the Delhi High 
Court in the Supreme Court of India. The Decision was in their favor and their petition was sustained. 

In 2009, a landmark verdict was passed by Delhi High Court in the case of Naz Foundation v, Govt. of NCT of 
New Delhi and Others4, where Section 377 was read down and was held to be unconstitutional. The reading 
down of Section 377 by the Delhi High Court is a pivotal moment in Indian history. This judgment gave a ray 
of hope in the Dark Age to the LGBTQIA+ community. But this remained not much longer when Supreme Court 
ruled over the judgment of the Delhi high court in 2013. In 2013, the Supreme Court overruled the Delhi High 
Court judgment in Suresh Koushal v. Union of India. The Supreme Court held that Section 377 could not be 
read down and it was for Parliament to decide on the decriminalization of homosexuality. Despite the Supreme 
Court judgment, the movement against Sec 377 expanded on a large scale. 

In April 2014 a bench of two judges of the Supreme Court of India passed a verdict in the National 

Legal Services Authority v. Union of India (“NALSA”) and held that the rights to life, dignity, and autonomy 
would include the right to one’s gender identity and sexual orientation and they have a right to express their 
chosen gender identity. The NALSA verdict gave a new hope to rekindle the battle against sec 377. 

Subsequently, in 2017, a landmark verdict was given by the Supreme Court in the case of Puttaswamy v. Union 
of India, the Supreme Court held that the right to privacy cannot be refused “even if a minute fraction of the 
population is affected”. The Court declared that the right to privacy distinctively incorporates the right to have 
intimate relations of one’s choice and includes the right to sexual orientation and gender identity. 

The year 2018 ushered in a ray of hope for the LGBTQIA+ community who has been fighting a prolonged 
battle for their rights. Navtej Singh Johar, a dancer who identified as part of the LGBTQIA+ community, filed a 
Curative Petition in the Supreme Court in 2016 and challenged the Constitutional validity of the decision in the 
Suresh Kumar Koushal case. The Petitioner contended that Section 377 was violative of Article 14 of the 
Constitution because it was ambiguous in the sense that it did not define “carnal intercourse against the order of 
nature”. There was no intelligible differentia or reasonable classification between natural and unnatural 
consensual sex. The Petitioner further contended that: 

(i) Section 377 infringed Article 15 of the Constitution, sexual orientation is a ground related to sex, and that 
discrimination on sexual orientation is not permitted under Article 15. 

(ii) Section 377 had a “chilling effect” on Article 19 since it denied the right to express one’s sexual identity 
and orientation. 

(iii) Section 377 also violated the fundamental Right to privacy. 

On 6th September 2018, 5 judge bench of the Supreme Court led by the Chief Justice unanimously held in 
Navtej Johar Singh’s Case that Section 377 was unconstitutional to the extent that it criminalizes consensual 
relationships of any kind between adults. 

Legal Recognition of Marriage- Still a Dream! 

Section 377 was repealed in the year 2018 which decriminalized homosexuality. Indeed it was a historic win for 
the entire LGBTQIA+ community. But same-sex marriage is still not legalized and ultimately the community 
continues to suffer discrimination. There is a legal aspect of marriage that bestows rights and responsibilities on 
two people such as adoption, inheritance, tax planning, life insurance policies, and other such rights. 
Unfortunately, the law of our land doesn’t provide the same set of rights to LGBTQIA+ couples that it does to 
heterosexual married couples. Marriage equality is one of the most basic rights for a person but the LGBTQIA+ 
community is still devoid of it. Though scrapping down Sion 377 was a historic and the most important 
decision, marriage is still a far-fetched dream. In India, there is still no legal provision to get married for the 
LGBTQIA+ community neither there is any law on adoption. Only providing the option of civil unions and 
excluding marriages for same-sex couples is itself discriminatory, since it provides a class of people only an 
option that possesses an inherently lower status than marriage. 8 What would be the point of decriminalizing 
homosexuality in a country like India which puts such huge importance on marriage and still be unable to get 
married to the partner of your choice? 

LGBTQIA+ couples often prefer to migrate to countries that recognize LGBTQIA+ marriages, so that their 
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marriage can get legal status and enjoy all the rights a heterosexual couple does. India is, however, heading 
towards a change and the Madras High Court Verdict is one such example. The path-breaking verdict of the 
Madras High Court is a ray of hope for sure. In Arunkumar and Sreeja v. The Inspector-General of Registration 
& Ors9, the Court held that “the term ‘bride’ as per the Hindu Marriage Act would also mean a transsexual and 
not just refer to someone born as a woman”. 

“I think marriage as an institution is loaded with baggage and our community needs to ensure several other civil 
rights first. I believe a person should have the right to get married. Our society has to accept us first. Even after 
the verdict, a large number of LGBTQIA+  members are still not accepted by society,” - said Malabika of 
Sappho, who identifies herself as a queer feminist activist. 

Same-sex marriages under the Special Marriage Act, 1954 

The Special Marriage Act is secular legislation that facilitates marriages between people of different religions or 
those who do not wish to be bound by their laws. Instead of a religious ceremony, a Marriage Officer registers 
the marriage. The only option which might not raise religious hackles is to amend the Special Marriage Act, 
195410 so that same-sex marriages can be permitted. In its present form, the SMA applies to heterosexual 
couples only, since it provides that males should have attained the age of twenty-one years and females the age 
of eighteen years. But it is not as difficult as it seems to accommodate homosexual marriages within the sphere 
of SMA. The only thing that needs to be done is to amend Section 4 (C) so that it reads that a party, if male, 
should have attained the age of twenty-one years and if female, should have attained the age of eighteen years 
or it can add a specific provision that same-sex marriages are permitted. In our opinion, an amendment is the 
easiest and the best legislative option. 

The Transgender Persons’ (protection of Rights) act, 2019 or the Murder of Gender Justice 

The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill11 was passed by the Lok Sabha without much dissent on 
5th August 2019 – the same day Centre scrapped the special status of Jammu and Kashmir. The Act provides 
power and equality to everybody but the transgender community. The bill was passed after many efforts still it 
serves no good to the community and has several lacunae. 

Almost all the definitions in the act are either redundant or profuse regarding community issues. The chapter 
which prohibits discrimination lacks enforcing authority, remedial measures, and punitive measures. The 
Complaint officer, as stipulated in the bill is very unclear and as of now, it is completely non-existent. The 
restriction on the separation from parents and allowing them to separate only with an order of a competent court 
is unreasonable. There isn’t a single organized protocol in the act that guides the medical community on the 
healthcare of transgender people. The National Council for Transgender Persons has no independence to carry 
out functions and has a mere representation of 5 persons from the transgender community. Any kind of violence 
including sexual abuse against a transperson is punished by a term of a maximum of 2 years only. “The message 
is, rape a woman; yes, very bad; rape a child, worse; but, the transgenders, these people are on streets, they are 
begging, they are under high risk, and what is this Bill that we are passing?” asked Trinamool Congress MP 
Derek O” Brien. 

Checking their gender and giving them certificates is inhuman. This is not a bill for them but a bill against them. 
The act has no provision to apprehend those who discriminate, bully or harass them. This act deprives the 
community of some of the most basic rights a person should have. The bill that was supposed to protect their 
rights was drafted and passed without having a single transgender person and nobody from the community was 
asked about their problems and requirements. 

International Legal Position of LGBTQIA+ Rights 
Till the twentieth century, Homosexuality was never accepted by the state as well as by religions and was 
considered to be a crime and sin. Only in the late 20th century, there was a shift in the understanding of 
homosexuality from sin to a normal variant of a human being. In 1992, WHO accepted it as a normal variant, 
and since then the negativity towards homosexuality has been eroding as states are recognizing homosexuality 
as normal human behavior and guaranteeing rights and privileges. Also, LGBTQIA+ rights have made a great 
impact within international diplomacy over the last decade but debate regarding the subject remained intact 
among all the nations. International organizations such as the UN and Human Rights Watch have passed several 
measures but lack official statements due to opposition by several member states. 

The Orlando Pulse nightclub shooting12 incident in 2016 drew attention for the first time. United Nations 
Security Council released a statement condemning the attack and addressed issues related to sexual orientation. 
Even notorious anti-LGBTQIA+ countries like Russia and Egypt condemned the such act of barbarism. As of 
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now, LGBTQIA+ rights are given recognition as human rights by several UN bodies, but blocs within the 
United Nations have left no chance to halt the formal recognition of such rights. “More than 70 nations still 
criminalize same-sex relationships and the death penalty may be applied in certain African and Asian countries” 
– said Visit Munabhorn, the UN independent expert on protection against violence and discrimination based on 
Sexual-orientation and gender identity. 

Around 66 nations extended their support by stating LGBTQIA+ rights in 2008 before the UN General 
Assembly.Unfortunately, Russia, China, and the US opposed these countries during the Bush Administration. 
The same statement was followed in 2011 by Human Rights Council which documented the problems faced by 
the LGBTQIA+ community and it was further updated in 2015 when UN Human Rights Council released a 
report concerning violence against the community related to commitments made under International Law. 
Despite these many efforts, there is a huge faction of nations that oppose such reforms. Ban Ki-moon, Former 
Secretary-General of UN stated that- “Advocacy for LGBTQIA+ rights often put him at odds with powerful 
member states”. On 29 September 2015, Several UN agencies (ILO, OHCHR, UNAIDS Secretariat, UNDP, 
UNESCO, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNICEF, UNODC, UN Women, 

WFP, and WHO) made a statement putting forward their intention to end violence and discriminatory practices 
against the LGBTQIA+ community. The fact cannot be denied that the political landscape has changed 
remarkably over the last decade. But due to non-compliance from certain member states, the UN’s formal 
institutions face many hurdles and obstacles in promoting widespread support but the LGBTQIA+ Core Group 
works as an informal assembly; to tackle such barriers so that policy among countries must be coordinated. 

In 2016, the UN Human Rights Council established an expert so that the global violence and discriminatory 
behavior toward the LGBTQIA+ community can be examined. But Security Council members China, Russia, 
and all other Islamic countries didn’t support the measure and voted either No or Abstaining. Despite the 
contradiction in many countries, the recognition of LGBTQIA+ rights has been witnessed in the actions of 
individual countries. In countries like India, Kenya, Botswana, and Trinidad and Tobago, efforts to lift down the 
laws barring homosexual relationships are exemplified. In 2018, the Constitutional Court of Taiwan declared 
that same-sex marriage is a legal right. André du Plessis, the Executive director of the International LGBTQIA+ 
Association says - “We’ve seen a lot of exciting changes. Progress has been slow but steady.” Reforms, 
awareness, and Decriminalization have been seen in Africa, Asia, Middle East, reflecting the gradual change in 
the global LGBTQIA+ rights movement and it surely inspires belief in an arc of history towards progress. States 
must value or honor their human rights commitment within themselves while advocating for change on the 
international level. 

Mainstream Reaction towards the LGBTQIA+ Community Post Decriminalisation 
Indeed, without an attitudinal change of people toward the members of the LGBTQIA+ community in India, the 
fight for civic, social, and political equality is far from over, irrespective of a constitutional status as equal 
citizens. While the laws have changed, violence and discrimination against transgender women still exist at the 
hands of the state machinery is evidence of the oppressive low status it grants to the LGBTQIA+. This 
continued negligent behavior of the government put several lives at risk of people belonging to sexual and 
gender minority groups, especially in Kashmir, where there is restricted access to the internet, the lack of non-
discrimination laws of welfare schemes, and restrictions on mobility and ability to earn since the abrogation of 
Article 370 has hit transgender persons the hardest. 

Following are the major problems faced by LGBTQIA+ people even after the decriminalization of 
homosexuality: 

1. Marginalization and Social Exclusion 

Social exclusion, isolation, and identity seclusion are the bitter realities faced by LGBTQIA+ people nowadays. 
They become marginalized because of a lack of recognition of LGBTQIA+ people as a member of the 
community. They are not recognized for who they are and are socially persecuted because of their identity as an 
LGBTQIA+ person. Dutee is the first Indian athlete who publically declared her relationship with a same-sex 
partner. After her declaration, she has been shunned by her parents and her villagers called her an 
embarrassment who once took pride in her. People think that being a transgender person is something bad and 
sinful and this mentality hit them hard. They eventually develop low self-confidence and self-esteem and may 
become isolated. Marginalization and social exclusion lead them to have limited access to valuable social 
resources such as education, employment, health services, etc. 

2. Social Media Bullying 

Social media reflect and affect the opinions of society. Social media can help individuals who may feel 
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vulnerable, alone, or isolated to have a sense of community. This allows social media to be a haven for the 
many LGBTQIA+ people around the world who face discrimination and harassment in their daily lives. Social 
media diminishes the isolation of LGBTQIA+ people, being a tool for people on their journeys and struggles to 
start reaching and accessing allies and like-minded people. But the negative impacts of social media cannot be 
neglected because social media platforms themselves are capable enough to silence the LGBTQIA+ voices. 
This world is not as good as it seems. LGBTQIA+ people are bullied, harassed, and laughed at. Homophobic 
and transphobic words are often used loosely under the umbrella of 'humor' or 'friendly bullying'. Recently a 
YouTuber Carry Minati20 uploaded a video called "TikTok vs YouTube: The End" taken down for content. 
One statement from his video infuriated the LGBTQIA+ community- “Mithai ki dukaan pe 200 rupaye me bik 
jaayga”. The term “mithai” is used derogatorily to refer to gay people. This Statement showed how people find 
it insulting to call someone gay, it is not only humiliating but degrading to the value of a queer person's life. 
These videos are a symbol of harassment and bullying against queer people. 

Social Media: Supportive or Sceptic? 

Different social media platforms have been analyzed to gauge the societal perception of the LGBTQIA+ 
community and whether social media users are supportive or skeptical about sexual minorities. 

According to Research conducted by Aparup Khatua, Most of the tweets are in support of LGBTQIA+ people 
and revolve around equality, justice, and human rights of the LGBTQIA+ community. Immediately after the 
scrapping of sec 377, Twitter flooded with the multiple hashtags such as #Section377, #377verdict, 
#LoveIsLove, #LoveWins, #LGBTQIA+, #IndiaRejects377, #377Scrapped, #IndiaForGayRights and so on. 
Since then, tweets haven't stopped and have been surfacing all over India. The Twitter deliberation in India is 
most encouraging and supportive of LGBTQIA+ rights. However, the small number of tweets that oppose the 
verdict perceives it as a threat to Indian Culture, Rites, Traditions, and the Family System. People are getting 
more usual with the concept of it and especially the younger generation who are the voices of the Future. The 
Bollywood movie “Shubh Mangal Zyada Savdhaan” is one such step by India Cinema that has aggravated the 
LGBTQIA+ Rights movement in India. People are now opening up and talking about issues and rights. 

1. Impact of Family Reactions on LGBTQIA+ Person: Conflict and Rejection 

Many LGBTQIA+ adults hesitate to openly share their lives because of fear of rejection and serious negative 
reactions. Lack of communication and understanding of their gender identity leads to fighting and family 
disruptions, that can result in an LGBTQIA+ adolescent being removed from or forced out of the home. Many 
LGBTQIA+ youth end up in juvenile detention, are placed in Foster care, or on footpaths because of family 
conflict. All these factors undermine their self-worth and increase the risk of HIV and the use of health 
deteriorating substances such as drugs, alcohol, etc. They also become a victim of many heinous crimes and 
many of them indulge in committing crimes. 

2. School Bullying and Harassment 
Recently, a 19-year-old boy committed suicide after he was bullied and mocked for being homosexual. The 
effects of bullying lead to depression, anxiety attacks, homelessness, school drop-out, Suicide attempt, etc. 
Harassment and ragging of LGBTQIA+ youth marginalize them in society and make them vulnerable to social 
exclusion. Queer person hesitates to disclose their identity as they know that after disclosure they are likely to 
experience homophobia and heterosexism from friends, family, and society. The majority of young LGBTQIA+ 
people think that coming out would endanger their physical and emotional well-being and therefore they choose 
to hide their identities, a practice which can result in suicide ideation, depression, and alcohol and drug use. 

3. Conversion Therapy 
Conversion therapy is a risky and discredited practice that falsely claims to change a person’s gender identity or 
sexual orientation or expression. Due to discrimination and biased behavior against LGBTQIA+ people, people 
continue to put their children in conversion therapy, despite its rejection by mental health organizations. 
Recently, a 21-years-old LGBTQIA+ activist, Anjana Harish from Kerala's Kannur district committed suicide 
on the 12th of May in North Goa, under the enigmatic circumstance. She was forced into conversion therapy by 
her parents. Conversion therapy enhances the stigma of homosexuality and it is also against the principle of 
justice. Even after the decriminalization of homosexuality, instances like these are continuing, highlighting that 
just the decriminalization of homosexuality is not sufficient, there is a need for criminalizing conversion therapy 
and other such practices. 

IMPACTS OF COVID-19 ON THE LGBTQIA+ COMMUNITY 
As we already know that the condition of the LGBTQIA+ community is vulnerable during normal times, we 
cannot even imagine what they are going through during these tough times during the global pandemic COVID-
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19. Apart from the absence of healthcare, employment, housing, and other such domains, Bias and limited anti-
discrimination protection laws have amplified the situation making it worst. 

 Older people from the LGBTQIA+ community mostly live alone and rely on their chosen family for care 
and support. Like any other old person, they experience physical health problems, which ultimately make 
them vulnerable to severe complications from deadly COVID-19. They experience discrimination from 
healthcare providers, caregivers, and every other layman in society which eventually put them at great risk. 
Generally, these people live in congregate care facilities such as nursing homes or senior living 
communities, despite the increased risk of meeting persons having COVID-19, they also are exposed to 
poverty and economic insecurity. 

 As we all know that countrywide lockdown has made everybody stay at home, due to which LGBTQIA+ 
youth are being forced to stay at home with their oppressor and perpetrators of physical and mental violence. 
A 24-year-old customer service executive, Mehak identifies herself as a transgender woman. She lives in 
Kandivali, she says it is getting difficult for her to deal with her Conservative family members during this 
stringent lockdown. My family does not approve of my gender identity, my father uttered that I am dead for 
him. Living under the same roof where you are being considered dead is something horrible and heart-
wrenching. 

 Transition-related medical care, which is life-preserving care for transgender people, may be regarded as 
non-urgent and postponed or can canceled to the outbreak of COVID-19. However, the two components of 
this transition-related medical care must not be deemed non-urgent: continuation of ongoing hormonal 
therapy and surgical aftercare for previously- conducted surgeries. Delays or cancellations of care can lead to 
infection, surgical scarring, and re-injury sometimes requiring additional surgical correction, chronic pain, 
hormone imbalances, Osteoporosis, and migraines. Physical consequences may lead to psychological 
consequences also. 

Transgender persons specifically those belonging to the Hijra/ Kinnar communities have no access to daily 
income as their traditional livelihoods are affected due to stringent lockdown and social distancing. Recently, 
The Delhi High Court refused to entertain a PIL seeking directions to take steps to protect and provide welfare 
measures such as food, accommodation, and medicines, to sex workers and the LGBTQIA+ community 
member in Delhi to ensure their survival during the lockdown. 

 Due to a lack of proper identification documents like Aadhar cards, Ration cards, PAN cards, etc., these 
people are not able to get access to social security schemes and government relief care packages because of 
the requirement of a government identification document or linking Aadhar, the biometric ID, to bank 
accounts as a prerequisite to receiving financial aid. 

 LGBTQIA+ people have previously been blamed for disasters, both manmade and natural, and there are 
scattered reports of this happening in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. In some countries, reports 
suggest an increase in homophobic and transphobic rhetoric. There are also reports of police using COVID-
19 directives to attack and target LGBTQIA+ organizations. In at least one country, the State of Emergency 
has been used to propose a decree that would prevent transgender people from legally changing their gender 
in identity documents. A few countries have put in place restrictions of movement based on sex, with women 
and men allowed to leave their homes on alternate days, which has put non-binary and trans people at risk of 
heightened discrimination, as they may get stopped and questioned. 

Are LGBTQIA+ People More at Risk from COVID-19? 

Due to fear of encountering LGBTQIA+ phobia and as a result of social stigma and discrimination, they are 
forced into poverty and homelessness without having any support system. They are more reluctant to get to 
healthcare facilities and this may lead them to avoid symptoms of COVID-19 and take proper advice from 
doctors, finally ending up with tested coronavirus positive. A Transgender person is disproportionately affected 
by HIV, which may have weakened the immune system that can make them more vulnerable to coronavirus. 
Additionally, those who earn their livelihood through sex work might continue to indulge in sex work even 
during the pandemic, and end up with putting themselves and others at risk of contracting the virus. 

6. CONCLUSION 
India is a developing country and to boost the growth and development of the country there is a need for 
progressive law in which all citizens are equal and have equal opportunities to do  substantial efforts for the 
future of the Nation. India has finally managed to cast off one of the most prejudicial pieces of Victorian-era 
legislation. But same-sex marriage is still not legalized. It is the marriage that bestows rights and responsibilities 
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on two people such as Adoption, inheritance, tax planning life insurance policies, and other such rights. 
Marriage is a basic right for every citizen in a country like India where so much importance is attached to 
marriage, but the LGBTQIA+ community is still devoid of it. What would be the point of decriminalizing 
homosexuality in a county like India where LGBTQIA+ people are still unable to get married to the partner of 
their choice? The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill was passed by the Lok Sabha on 5th August 
2019 after so many efforts still it serves no good to the LGBTQIA+ community and has several lacunae. 

Researchers want to suggest that there is a need to strengthen the transgender bill and make some amendments 
favorable to the LGBTQIA+ community. It is a need of the hour to legalize same-sex marriage and relieve 
Indian history from this dark spot. Homosexuality will remain a stigma as long as people are willing to shove it 
under the carpet of oblivion. The Government should make efforts to educate the public and raise public 
awareness about sexual minorities. The three organs of the State and the society must ensure that the morality and 
values emanated from the Constitution prevail and guide us towards a better tomorrow with dignity, sexual 
autonomy, and individuality for the LGBTQIA+ community in India. 
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ABSTRACT 

The main purpose of this research was to identify the current Position of Transgenders and allow peoples to 

describing the current scenario of the transgender communities. Transgender is a person whose gender identity 

differs from the sex of the person at birth. Their gender behavior identity does not match with their biological 

sex from the time of their birth. 

The major significance of that study is to analyze the data that are related to their communities that are not in 

main stream. Many organizations work together to gather primary data related to their human rights, health, 

and education. With the help of this data, we can investigate the current situation of these communities in 

across India. The scope of these data is extremely helpful for government bodies to take an effective approach 

towards them. 

As per the many data analytics shows that the many transgender communities are not in acceptable position in 

society. We approached many organizations and NGO’s for collecting data regarding to transgender issues and 

their social values. The data we have says lots about transgender and gives a clear viewpoint regarding their 

problems. The contribution of transgender to the society is respectable because of many Acts and laws were 

passed in last few years by Indian Government. 

The current scenario states that LGBT community are aware about their existence in society and their 

remarkable contribution towards the betterment of society. Now the law should work and provide equality and 

respectful treatment of transgender. And society should accept transgender as one of us. This will lead to peace 

and harmony in society. 

INTRODUCTION 
In Ancient India, the Hijars or Kinnars have a recorded cultural history which relate back to thousands of years. 
Their references can be seen in Hindu texts such as Mahabharata and Ramayana. One of the many forms of 
shiva involves him merging with his wife as Parvati to become Ardhanari holds significance in the community. 
The depiction of this community was often the theme of art and paintings like sculptures in Sanchi, Ajanta, 
Amaravati. They held important positions in courts and various administrative duties during the Mughal-era in 
India. In India, transgender is known by different names like Hijras, Kinnar, Jogtas, Joggapas, Khusras and Shiv 
shakti's. 

Violence against transgender is discrimination with their sexuality condition because they do not fit into 
traditional gender categories. It was hopefully expected that society would recognize their sexual condition and 
respect their genders. The transgenders or hijra community is still revered by society at large. They are often 
victims of hate crimes and abuse. They were also described as minorities in faced many criticisms regarding 
their identity and gender behavior because they do not match with their biological sex from the time of birth. 

According to 2011 census there were around 4.88 lakh trans-people in India. They are in considerable number 
but they are not considered as human beings. The issue of transgender is still a matter of quest in societal and 
cultural context from many decades. Gender equality remains a challenging factor towards the development of 
society in existing believes that regarding to gender stratification in many social structures of India. Still many 
people have risen from this irrespective of all bigotries and troubles and have made a name for themselves. In 
this paper we discuss the issue of discrimination encountered by many transgender communities. And we will 
also discuss the welfare schemes and initiatives started by the government while giving some inferences from 
the famous NALSA judgement. 

AIM AND OBJECTIVE 
The aim of the study was to describe the issues with transgenders and represent them in main stream of society. 
The objective behind this study is clear and impactful in various fields to give a preference to transgender 
community and reach their access in government policymakers, science also giving them opportunities in 
education, health and various sectors that is needed for pushing the limitation of their genders and changing the 
mindset of the society that helpful for them to live with full freedom like others do. 
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METHODOLOGY 

Information Resource: 

It is mixed research of the study, in that we done to collect secondary data from NGOs and other government 
bodies. 

The sampling of the data was drawn NGOs based on health and education. This data is in the form of secondary 
format. Here we directly get data in the form of graphs and charts. The data is regarding to the transgender life 
and identity ratio. 

Procedure for that research that we took some LGBT reports of health and rights of them. We get some 
references from many other research that is like our research. 

Search Strategy 
For better understanding to the LGBT community, we held a google form survey and collect a primary data that 
regarding to transgender current position in society and found some major loop holes of the society in the 
perspective of transgenders. 

Data Management 

 

This data showing only 1%-2% of adults can identified as neither male nor female 
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This data shows the violence against transgender is high with those transgender are not well educated as 
compare to transgender they are complete their education is low. 

DATA ANALYSIS 
The above data is an analysis done with the study topics that focused on health and identical issues of 
transgender. In this process we took both primary data and secondary data. Here the primary data was collected 
from google form surveys used for the health and education related issues  in English language and translated 
(on phone) to local language by the researcher and the secondary data that we collected from other sources that 
are used to utilized the important points or topic from the primary data for further research. We also discussed 
all rights that are given to the LGBT community and analyses resultant outcome that we get in the primary data. 

The Government of India recognized them as a third gender and giving them some rights as a citizen or as a part 
of this society. 

 Right to live: This right gives them to live with dignity without any restriction and follow their tradition as 
well as their culture. 

 Right to vote: This right gives a power to choose a public leader through voting who works for their 
community as well as they can choose a transgender as a public leader to represent their community. 

 Right to Marry or Adopt children: This right has some constitutional acts to marry or adopt children without 
any legal restrictions. They can also adopt children without marrying a person and this is legal for them. 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 
In today India, we see multiple LGBT communities are came forward and do their best in all fields. But there is 
certain limitation are there. Such as, they are not the first-choice or they do not get a preference unlike other 
genders. There is lack of awareness in society regarding their genders also they are not differentiating as a third 
gender. So, they face social stigma among the people. But the judiciary takes a giant leap to help them to 
achieve their fight for autonomy. For that we suggest our opinion that will be helpful for them and improve the 
status of transgenders: - 

1) We need to hold seminars, workshops and training programs that will help the community to access legal 
mechanisms. 

2) Every public authority and private entities need to give representation of transgender persons. That will be 
helpful to reach their voice to every person or the representative of peoples. 

3) Gender equality plays a key role in the development of a country or state. The legislature shall make effective 
laws to ensure justice to every gender. 

4) Education curriculum must make the young children aware about their gender equality with the help of 
proper guidance of parents as well as teachers. 

5) There is a need for surveys and studies regarding this issue and statistical data is required for the better 
implementation. This data helps in many topics like the gender economic effect, crimes against transgender, 
representation of transgender in school or universities also income generation and overall development. 

6) Need a committee for establishing communication through hotlines and helpline numbers to give help and 
support. With the help of this we can also provide a counselling to any transgender regarding their issues. 

SCOPE FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 
LGBT communities have exits from long time and the issue related to their gender and representation is remain 
same or changed in further years. But we need some laws that give power to these communities for their better 
future. With the help of these studies, we can spread awareness and need to work on gender equality. For that 
we can organize seminars and we can encourage students to do some research on these communities because 
many transgenders are living in the shadow of fear or anxiety or mental trauma. For that we can do many things 
for them and the conclusion of that part is the research cannot be completed with the help of these people. 
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ABSTRACT 

Film is the main medium that impacts individuals' perspective and it has contributed a great deal to the spread 

of queer awareness. This paper examine how the sexual minorities like LGBTQ are addressed in Indian 

Cinema. The target of this paper is to examine the way in which LGBTQ is depicted in film and how much that 

depiction impacts people Perceptions. Cinema was and will remain one of the strongest media for influencing 

peoples’ perceptions especially on emerging issues of an ever-changing society A moderate and humane  

treatment of the subjects can contribute positively  to liberating the general public from heteronormativity and 

homophobia. Sexual minorities are gradually tracking down place in Indian movies. The paper discusses how 

movies have addressed various talks on the LGBT topic over the long run. Simply it required very nearly 40 

years for Indian film to depict a gay person. From that point forward, there have been differential portrayals of 

the LGBT people group and the crowd in this homophobic culture has additionally responded differentially. 

Keyword: Indian cinema, Society, LGBT, transgender portrayal 

INTRODUCTION 

One of the best source of influence of media on present day life has been cinema. Film, from one perspective, 
thinks about changing social reality and effects people’s perception on the other. It has turned into a powerful 
vehicle for correspondence in the fields of culture, training, relaxation and many more . Indian cinema took a 
long time to make films based homosexual themes. Yet, the depictions generally speaking have been undecided, 
reflecting areas of strength for a division on the issue. At times, be that as it may, the depictions have been 
sympathetic, touching the roots of the problem. 

Gender minority is a group whose sexual identity and practices are not generally accepted in society. The 
“LGBTI” acronym stands for Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex. Our society deeply committed to 
the opinion that there are only two forms of sex .e., male and female. Heterosexuality has been defined as 
“Normal” and all other forms of sexuality are labelled as “Abnormal”. 

Homosexuality is not new phenomenon and are found in Hindu Mythology. Various ancient texts such as Manu 
Smriti, Arthashastra, Kamasutra, Upanishads and Puranas have references. 

There are also reports that same-sex activities are common among sannyasis, and members of the Orthodox 
Church, who cannot marry. 

METHODOLOGY 

The methodology used in this paper is “Content Analysis”. Content analysis is a research method for studying 
documents and communication artifacts. For this paper I have done content analysis of some selected Indian 
language films what I watched which feature sexual minorities. I have tried to capture the varying discourses 
that find reflection in the portrayal of homosexuality in Indian cinema in recent decades. 

JOURNEY OF INDIAN CINEMA TOWARDS SEXUAL MINORITIES 

The researchers began checking out the meaning of homosexuality in film during the 1970s. 

With the changing society, the universe of film has also changed. The crowd becomes more lenient about the 
strange relations. The Indian film is as yet baffled about the projection of LGBT characters. The discussion on 
queer love tales has been a long one with exciting twists. It actually has a wave of awkwardness, disgrace, joke 
and the feeling of dread toward the public judgment and defamation. Hindi movies have attempted to remember 
gay subjects for their own specific manner. Yet, in such films the gay characters are a long way from the real 
world. The standard motion pictures constantly show a cartoon for the sake of a gay or LGBT character and the 
crowd also anticipate that these characters should bring some comic. The entertainment world is one of the 
strong powers to create new opinions or feelings. 

Highlighting the LGBT characters in any Hindi film implies that they are only an object of mocking and joke. 
The director never set out to bring different sexual characters under one screen. Earlier during the 1960s and 
1970s the characters of LGBT were portrayed as friends of hero or heroine. The characterization of LGBT was 
far from reality as they were just represented in the form of transvestite or cross dressed in order to evoke 
laughter. 
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PORTRAYAL OF THE TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY IN MOVIES: 

1990-1999 

It was the last two decades that the filmmakers are in a dilemma to choose the themes of the films, which is 
publicly accepted and does not hurt the morals and traditions of any community. As cinema is one of the most 
powerful, popular and accessible form of art which leaves a strong influence on the people. 

Here, the researcher tabulating some of the movies of 1990 - 1999 

Movie Name Year Portrayal 

Saadak 1991 Transgender character- Depicted completely evil 
Bombay 1995 The secular character of the hijra 

Raja Hindustani 1996 Two homosexual characters Kammo and Gulab 
Singh as comic characters 

Fire 1996 The concept of homosexuality, especially 
lesbianism 

Tamanna 1997 The film was based on actual life of a eunuch. 
Thulladha Manamum Thullum(Tamil Movie) 1999 A male showing signs of being effeminate and is 

mocked even by their own friends 

2000-2020 

It was after 2000 that the Indian Cinema was conscious about not mingling up the gay characters with the 
transgender. 

Film like, 

Kal Ho Na Ho (2003) - created a comic gay plot between two lead characters. 

Dostana (2008), 

Straight: Pinu Patel ki tedhi medhi love story (2009), 

Kanchana in Muni 2: Kanchana (2011)- Transgender 

Vishwaroopam (2013) - Trans person 

Ek Ladki Ko dekha toh aisa laga (2019), and 

Shubhmangal zyada sabhdhan (2020) 

Various movies have also dealt with different themes relating to homosexuality. 

ANALYSES OF COUPLE OF MOVIES 
1. Fire – 1996 - Homosexual 
Fire, released in 1996, is the most controversial film in the history of Indian Cinema. It was written and directed 
by Deepa Mehta and is an IndoCanadian romantic drama film. It was the first transnational film which was 
commercially released in various global cities. After release it had a negative impact on the main stream 
audience. The film got banned in Delhi and Mumbai, where its screening stopped after two violent 
demonstrations. The film was described as “unconventional”, “sumptuous” and not “lesbian” or “homosexual”. 
The film is about two daughters-in-law of a family, who are not happy in their respective marriage. Radha 
(Shabana Azmi) is the wife of elder brother Ashok (Kulbhushan Kharbanda) and Sita (Nandita Das) is the wife 
of younger brother Jatin (Javed Jaffrey). Ashok had no intimate relation with his wife, as he was under the 
influence of a Swamiji. Jatin, on the other hand, had a Chinese girlfriend and thus had no interest in Sita. These 
denials brought both the daughters-in-law closer and they, as an alternative exploration, started having an affair. 
Having been caught red handed by Ashok, Radha confesses that she loves and Sita and wants to be with her. 

2. Aligarh – 2016 - Homosexual 

Aligarh is an Indian biographical drama film released worldwide on 26 February 2016. This film is directed by 
Hansal Mehta and written by Apurva Asrani. This film is based on the life of Ramchandra Siras, who was an 
Indian Linguist and author and was a professor at the Aligarh Muslim University. He got suspended from his 
job just because he was homosexual. This is a true story of Ramchandra Siras (played by Manoj Bajpayee), a 
professor in Aligarh Muslim university. He worked in that university for 20 years and suddenly got suspended 
because of his different sexual orientation. His intimate video with a rickshaw puller was released in the internet 
which resulted in many protests resulting in his suspension from his job. After this a journalist Deepu Sebastian 
(Rajkumar Rao) helps him and the court gives verdict in his favour. This film is in fact the best gay-themed film 
in Indian cinema. Thanks to the directors like Hansal Mehta and many others, Bollywood has come to accept 
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homosexuality as a serious mainstream theme. Some of the well-known filmmakers in the industry were 
otherwise interested only in the “funny” portrayal of gay people. This film is more significant because it has 
boldly represented the attitude, pressure, prejudices towards gay people. 

3. Thimiru Pudichavan – 2018 – Transgender Character and Employability 

In Tamil movie - Thimiru Pudichavan, director created a transgender character played by Sindhu, a transgender 
actress, for his police tale. In this  film given importance to create employability for transgender people. This 
character was inspired by Tamil Nadu’s first transgender police woman. 

4. Super Deluxe – 2019 – Transgender 
Vijay Sethupathi played role as  transgender character and his segment featuring his wife and son questions 
gender dynamics and one’s basic freedom to choose who he or she wants to be. 

5. Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan – 2020 - Gay Man and His Partner 

This Hindi movie, directed by Hitesh Kewalya, portrays queer people in a more realistic and dignified manner, 
although through humour. Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan is a story of Kartik Singh (Ayushmann Khurana) 
who overcomes all the social obstacles to be with his lover Aman Tripathi (Jitendra Kumar). The main 
characters of this movie do not hide their masculine and gay identities. 

6. Thittam Irandu – 2021 – Genetic Disorder 

Director Vignesh Karthik’s and writer to make a great message where we are not the reason for harmonic 
and genetic disorders. Social responsibility of accepting people what they are but that is not the case  
in these days. The film has Aishwarya Rajesh, Ananya Ramprasad, Subash Selvam, Paval Navageethan, Gokul 
Anand and others in the crucial roles. 

Art has the immense power to change and dictate opinions on social issues like divorce, violence, and identity. 
When it comes to identity in Indian cinema, there has been a recent influx of LGBTQIAP+ centric movies 
like Ek Ladki Ko Dekha Toh Aisa Laga, Badhaai Do,and Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan. Above discussed 
movies focused on the identity issues like lesbian and gay albeit in a typical Bollywood masala style. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Cinema was and will remain one of the strongest media for influencing peoples’ perceptions especially on 
emerging issues of an ever-changing society. So it is the duty of directors to make films on the LGBT 
subjects. 

 Government also should keep tax free for this kind of subjects. 

 Section 377 of the IPC by the Supreme Court on 6 September 2018 it can be expected that the filmmakers 
would be able to make films on queer themes 

CONCLUSION 

Times are changing and thereupon sexual minorities are slowly finding an area in Indian cinema. As trans 
people, their lives are extremely hard, there's tons of stigma within the society. The shift from negative to 
positive representation of the “queer” in the films has helped to change the societal attitude towards the LGBTQ 
community. Some of the young directors have challenged heteronormativity through their projection of gay 
themes. The reaction of audience of these films also holds a touch of patriarchy. People are gradually becoming 
sympathetic towards gay relations but still find difficulty in accepting lesbian or gay relationships 
wholeheartedly. After the decriminalization of The films being popular can do a lot in bringing about the 
necessary discursive changes in giving the LGBT communities their rightful place in society. Many people have 
different sexual orientation but they are still in their closet because of the fear of discrimination heteronormative 
society; they will come out in the open and claim their identities when the overall ambience in the society 
changes. Films like Aligarh and Shubh Mangal zyada saavdhan capture the changing moments of a major social 
transformation. 
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ABSTRACT 
We have come across cases of ragging, bullying of LGBTQ members very often in our society. Even after 

having the transgender bill and decriminalisation of Section 377, LGBTQ members face discrimination in 

our society. They come across rejection at home, school, workplace and all other spheres of their life .Most 

of the LGBTQ remain in closet and some commit suicide. To end this discriminatory behaviour we have to 

work to change minds right from school level.  The  data  that  is  fed  into  the  minds  of  the  children,  

remain  forever. Teachers have the power to influence the minds and create a picture where people of all 

sexual orientation and gender non binary co-exist peacefully. It is possible through the LGBTQ inclusive 

curriculum where the children learn about LGBTQ, communities’ right from their child hood. We need to 

know how the teachers perceived the need for LGBTQ inclusive curriculum at the primary grade. Thus the 

researcher used qualitative approach in this exploratory study aiming to collect perceptions of teachers 

towards implementation of LGBTQ inclusive curriculum at Primary level. The researcher uses blogging as 

a reflective tool for collecting data from the teachers. The responses of the participant teachers was 

analysed through the axial coding process .The teachers perceived implementation of LGBTQ inclusive 

curriculum as something which helps in Overcoming psychological barriers, Achieving social justice 

,Accommodating. The challenges perceived by the teachers pointed towards Narrow mindedness as well as 

inability to see relevance. 

Keywords: LGBTQ inclusive curriculum, sexual orientation, LGBTQ acceptance 

INTRODUCTION 

Discrimination faced by LGBTQ 
LGBT community in India faces lots of discrimination and harassment because of their sexual 
orientation as compared to the heterosexual people. Be it home or school or even workplace we mostly 
focus on the Women as a victim and completely ignore that even LGBTQ members face a lot of sexual 
harassment. Being LGBTQ is perceived as sickness by many people in India. 

According to an online article NEWS 18 (June 2021), Forced marriages as well as Corrective rapes are 
witnessed in Kerala by many LGBTQ members and the sad part is that the parents of these kids get the 
corrective rapes done thinking that their child will be heterosexual once they get raped. This puts many of the 
LGBTQ members into fearful situations and some of them even fall into hands of tantriks, ayurvedic doctors 
and pandits who call this as perversion and assure the parents that they can cure such behaviour. 

At work place this community faces harassment in various forms like they come across homophobic 
jokes or at times get insulted by the colleagues for being a member of LGBTQ community. This forces them 
to hate their own self and isolate at the workplace. As per an online article, the International Labour 
Organisation expressed that workplace discrimination affects not only the LGBTQ person‟s economic status 
but also the national economy. Small and medium industry associations and the trade union should work with 
Government so as to address the discrimination faced by the LGBT community. (“End discrimination, frame 
specific policies for LGBTIQ+ workers: ILO”, 2022) 

LGBT community has faced so many fights for their rights violation. Their struggle began from the year 
1991 where Aids Bhedbhav Virodhi Andolan exposed the facts about the violence faced by Gay 
community to NALSA judgement where we have come across the landmark decision of legal recognition 
of Third gender. Even though we have the Transgender bill however do we see this minority community in 
the education arena or at the workplace co existing peacefully? This is something that cannot be ignored 
and a deep discussion is required to address this issue. 

There are many questions which may be raised for discussion .Do the homosexual members have the same 
rights as us? Ask yourself if you are a Principal ,are you ready to accept an LGBT community member in 
your college as a student or If you are an employer would you see the credentials ,talents and abilities of an 
individual or the sexual orientation would be the main criteria for recruiting ? 

Apart from the discrimination or hatred faced at home and workplace, they face discrimination even on 
social networking sites. Abusive language as Gud, Chakka, baylya laundebazi, chakletpanthi, etc. puts the 
LGBTQ members in humiliating situation. This is to the extent that the transgender members develop hatred 
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called internalised transphobia which happens by seeing hatred for themselves in the eyes of others .For 
homosexuals they develop internalised homophobia which comes as hatred towards self after being disliked 
and hated by others .Further these sexual minorities either go into depression or they show suicidal 
tendencies. 

To save themselves and to survive in our society the transgender members suffer a lot .They need to be 
binary for which they get gender surgery assignment .Also the homosexual members of the society 
remain in closet as they are aware that they are treated as abnormal. One of the research stresses on global 
closet and that around 83% of the worlds LGBT community members remain in closet and hide their 
sexual orientation from all or most of them(Pachankis J.E ,2019).It was also mentioned that concealment lead 
to anxiety, substance abuse, depression and makes one more vulnerable to  infectious disease. 

According to an online article on Deccan herald.com which mentions about a research study by IPSOS 
research 2021, approximately 17% of Indians identifies as LGBTQ+ community however the numbers may 
not be accurate as most of them choose to remain in closet. (Verma H, 2022) 

School Experiences of LGBTQ Children 
LGBTQ students face discrimination in the form of humiliation and bullying at school. One such case was 
mentioned in an online article India.com, when a class X student of a school in Haryana‟s Faridabad ended his 
life after he suffered harassment from his schoolmates. The school kids abused the student by calling him 
homosexual. (Shaurya, 2022.) There are many such cases where heterosexual students are not accepting 
towards the homosexual kids. Another similar case was seen at Gopalpuran Chennai where a girl openly 
wrote on social networking site about her first crush being another girl. Here the teachers called the girls 
prostitute. Even the Principal instructed the girls to kill themselves .All this depressed one of the girls and she 
committed suicide. 

Teachers are expected to be more sensitive only then we can make great changes .In one of the online article 
TheHindu.com,it was   mentioned about one of the school in India have started sensitising students by 
having a dialogue about homosexuality through different workshops. Teachers from this school allow 
students to voice out their opinion on the laws related to homosexuality and opinion of children about it 
.As per the recommendation of Meghna Mehra, All-India Queer Association, it was mentioned that 
teachers needed to be sensitised towards the LGBTQ members at the B.Ed. level. (Kumar & Bhanj, 2022) 

Students of Primary classes are aware of their own sexuality as well as diverse sexualities. However the 
teachers in Primary classes at teacher education level need to be aware of gender and sexuality Further 
they need to be well trained in making a dialogue with students on the theme of gender and sexuality. An 
online article The Hindu.com critically pointed towards role of the Teacher Education institutions towards 
achieving LGBT inclusion. It was stressed that Teacher Education Institutions are expected to train 
teachers to create safe spaces and contribute towards creating safe and inclusive classrooms .Teachers 
could be trained to design lesson plans based on the theme of LGBT inclusion. (Sarda, A., 2020) 

There is a need for having safe inclusive schools which accept the LGBTQ students .The school 
experiences of LGBTQ kids are traumatising for them .According to an online article Indianexpress.com, it 
mentioned about UNESCO survey on school experiences of LGBTQ students in school.60 % of 
transgender kids complained about high school experiences of physical harassment, 43 % students 
expressed sexual harassment at elementary school level. Out of all only 18 % of students reported school 
authorities  on  harassment  faced  at school. Children face lot of issues like reduced peer interactions, 
depression and anxiety. (Tulsyan, 2021) 

The recent policy NEP 2020 recommended of providing "equitable quality education" to transgender and 
girls student. The policy expected to have gender inclusion fund for better access of transgender kids but 
completely ignores the school experiences of LGBQ kids. The policy misses to note the UNESCO survey data 
where LGBTQ students come across negative experiences in the form of getting bullied and become victim 
at hands of heterosexual students. In the online article The quint.com which was related to NEP 2020 it is 
suggested that kindergarden is a right age to have healthy conversations around sex and sexuality. This was 
recommended as an aim to reduce bullying, social isolation and discrimination based on sexuality. (Sharma S. 
& Babbar K., 2020) 
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LITERATURE REVIEW 

Exclusion of LGBT in Society 
Homes are not safe for LGBTQ members. One of the gay men in Chennai feared that his family would be 
abused, attacked and ridiculed after he came out as a gay men preferring male partner in Chennai. 
However he felt safe due to the support of community organisiations .Swasti health centre mentioned in 
a survey that almost 52.4% men faced violence, 55% of the men faced physical sexual abuse and 46.5 
% of men came across emotional torture by their parents after being in the closet (Chaturvedi, 2018) 

Even basic rights are denied to the transgender people in India .As per the online article by. 
indianmasterminds.com, Palghar witnessed cases where in case of deaths of transgenders the local people 
denied them the rights of cremation as they viewed this community as social outcast. Here the District 
Collector of Palghar, Dr. Manik Gursal, worked towards the inclusion of transgedners by fighting back for 
the cremation rights of transgender. (Goyal, 2022) 

The Koramangala case has shown that the torture faced by the LGBT members begins at home. The 
recent times of India article mentioned of one of the members of the lesbian couple who went missing 
since she faced domestic violence from the father .Even after she complained this to police officials the 
matter was not addressed .Finally she left home (TNN, 2017) 

Another such incident of right violation could be seen when a transcouple was denied right to dignity as they 
were not allowed to adopt a child .As per Newsminute.com,Akkai Padmashali and her spouse Vasu faced 
discrimination when they struggled two and half years to adopt a child.Not only this Akkai had suffered 
discrimination when trying to find a house on rent or get a bank loan.  (Kurian, 2019) 

LGBT Harassment and Bullying 
LGBT harassment in India begins very early at school. In an online article The Times of India, it points towards 
the ground reality of the LGBTQ students at school. 60% and 50% of the respondents in a survey said that 
they faced physical bullying when they were in middle/high school and higher secondary school respectively, 
while 43% of respondents admitted about being sexually harassed as a student in primary school. The 
article stressed on the school authorities harassing the LGBT students.  18% of LGBT students  who were 
bullied as well as 53% of LGBT students reported incidents of bullying to school authorities who further took 
disciplinary actions on the person who bullied.(Menon,2019) 

According to another article Businessinsider.in, it is mentioned that nearly 70% of the Indian LGBTQ students 
who face bullying face psychological problems like anxiety as well as depression, Students in primary 
class face bullying from the peers due to which they are not able to focus on the studies. Regarding the cases 
of bullying at high school as well as middle school we can witness almost 60% of the students facing 
physical bullying. The article stressed on UNESCOs work on the LGBTQ students facing harassment, over 
73% students avoid social activities as well as disclosing the sexual orientation.(Sindwani ,2019) 

LGBT Discrimination is seen even at Kolkata where ten students were asked to confess that they were 
lesbians. The students were made to write a letter which the parents of the students did not accept as they felt 
that the students were blamed into signing the letter. The school justified saying that this action would 
enable students aimed to come on the “right course”. This act clearly points towards humiliation caused by 
the school as the students were singled out in the class. (Biswas P., 2018) 

Bullying is an issue faced by LGBT student in day to day life .This was witnessed in one of the cases in 
Tiruchirappalli when a 15-year-old student of a private school committed suicide due to constant bullying by 
his classmates. The boy was teased for his manner of walking which the friends described as feminine. Due 
to frustration the boy committed suicide .The parents of this child were not satisfied with the attitude of 
school teachers towards the issue of bullying. (“15-yr-old Boy commits Suicide after Friends tease his 
Behaviour as Feminine”, 2018) 

Why LGBT Inclusive Curriculum? 
According to an article on American Bar Association, school experiences of adolescent students can 
impact the academic growth as well as social-emotional growth. Physical health as well as overall mental 
well-being is also related to the school experiences .For the LGBTQ youths we need to have a positive 
school climate as well as social and emotional support so as to achieve their full potential. Academic 
motivation of the LGBTQ students is affected in case positive school climate is missing .This further 
impacts on psychological health resulting due to feelings of disconnectedness and sadness .Not only this it 
may also result in  suicidal ideation. (Bittker, 2022) 
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LGBTQ students face issues at school which affect them psychologically. The students who belong to the 
sexual minority groups generally face homophobia as they have no supports at their family level , among their 
peers, as well as at their school .Thus they have greater risk of having suicidal thoughts (Espelage, Holt, & 
Poteat, 2010; see also Eisenberg & Resnick, 2006; Hershberger & D‟Augelli, 1995). To address the sexual 
minorities we need to create safer environments and positive outcomes for the LGBTQ youth through the 
Bullying prevention programs where discussions about sexual orientation and sexual identity can be 
incorporated (Robinson & Espelage ,2011 ). 

In a survey of LGBTQ and straight middle and high school students from California, it was found that the 
students perceived the LGBTQ-inclusive curricula as a supportive curricula.It made them feel more safer as 
well as it created an awareness of bullying faced by the LGBTQ members at the individual and school 
levels. 

The literature review clearly points out towards exclusion faced by the LGBTQ in society as well as school. 
The LGBTQ community face a lot of discrimination even when trying to avail basic rights. They face 
harassment and bullying right from childhood .They also develop psychological problems like anxiety, 
depression or even committing suicides. They need to get fair treatment like the other members in society. 
The discrimination that they come across should be addressed through an LGBT inclusive curriculum. It 
makes the students feel same and aware of bullying faced by LGBT students. 

Theoretical Underpinings 
LGBT students are the most marginalised ones in Indian context as we have seen them dropping out or 
else committing suicides. They face issues like name calling, rumours, obscene notes, social isolation, 
physical and sexual assault, and even death threats (UNESCO ,2012). Cummins‟ empowerment theory 
proposes that the LGBT students who belong to the marginalised minority groups in India could be 
empowered or even discouraged by peer relationships as well as interactions with their teachers. The theory 
suggests that the school leaders are responsible in bringing practices such that the LGBT students could be 
either empowered or disabled ( Cummins,1986).Thus the researcher thought of using this framework to 
know whether how the Teachers as school leaders perceive the initiative of such a pedagogical practice of 
infusing LGBT inclusive elements into the existing curriculum. 

Objectives 

 To analyse the perceptions of teachers towards implementation of LGBT inclusive curriculum in India. 
To provide recommendations for teachers willing to create LGBTQ inclusive curriculum for safe 

inclusive classrooms. 

Research Questions 
What are the perceptions of Teachers towards implementation of LGBT inclusive curriculum? 

METHODOLOGY: RESEARCH DESIGN 
Here the researcher uses qualitative research method since the study aims to know the perceptions of teachers 
towards implementation of LGBTQ inclusive curriculum. The researcher tried to present the need for 
LGBTQ inclusion through the blog written on e- blogger site. Further a question was posed to know how 
the teachers perceived infusion of LGBTQ inclusive concepts. The teachers could write their opinions as 
well as perceived challenges in response to the blog. 

Participants 
11 teachers who are working at different schools of Mumbai were taken as a sample for the study. 

Sampling technique 
Due to availability of teachers convenient sampling was done .Random teachers were picked up to know 
what the existing teachers think about implementing LGBTQ inclusive curriculum at Primary level. Also 
Purposive sampling was used since the sample was deliberately identified as teachers since if the teachers 
perceived the implementation  of LGBT inclusive curriculum at Primary level positively they would 
contribute their best towards creating a safe environment through the LGBT inclusive curriculum. 

DATA COLLECTION: TOOL 
A blog was used as a means for connecting with the teachers as the research subjects and to generate 
opinions in the form of data. The researcher wrote an article based on implementation of LGBT 
inclusive curriculum and posted it on the blog page .As the researcher planned of raising an opinion in most of 
the teachers who come across the article, so at the end of the article a thought provoking question was 
posted by the researcher. The researcher thought of using a blog as a tool for data collection as it has 
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always been an effective tool for identifying perspectives, biases, and reflective findings. Blog as a tool for 
data collection helped the researcher so as to provide the teachers freedom to express their opinion on a 
very controversial topic and this was possible more on an online mode rather than offline face to face 
mode. Also the researcher used a blog since it was possible for the teachers to comfortably express their 
opinions in the online mode for such a topic which has not been discussed earlier. 

DATA ANALYSIS 

The responses of the participants collected through the blog were analysed using axial coding 

Themes Constructs/Codes Participants opinions 

Overcoming 

Psychological 

barriers 

Identifying biases “Unless education system includes  success stories, 

inspiring life journeys, or even day-to-day activities of 

queer people, the citizens of the next generation will 

not have a chance to think about their immoral biases 

towards certain sections of the society.” 

Working on mind- set 
 

Developing Equality 

“Including these in the curriculum, will start a 

dialogue about the rights of this community and 

encourage students to develop an open mind-set 

towards changing their perspective to create a truly 

equal societal structure.” 
“Including these in the curriculum is the need of 
the hour so as to create right perspective about 

  LGBTQ in the minds of students.” 
It is difficult although not impossible to change the 

mentality of people I think the right step would be give 

them the due representation in movies, ads, TV, and 

school curriculum as well 
 Moving towards 

Acceptance 
“In a country like India, one is bound to face some 

conservative thoughts but let's focus on the bright side 

that acceptance isn't far away. It takes a small initiative 

to go a long way.” 
“Acceptance is the road to all change". 

 Feeling closeness Normalising people coming from different sexual 

orientations or gender identities are important. Once we 

normalise it, they won’t grow up to see it differently. 

  Mentioning LBGTQ in curriculum will establish the 

sense of belongingness and sense of familiarity in the 

people. 

Achieving  Social 
Justice 

Protection of rights “This community have right to live with dignity and 

pride, hence they shouldn't be punished because of the 

ignorance of many.” 

I personally feel it is a great idea to not only share 

knowledge about this community but we can give them 

their rights and the respect they deserve 

Respect their identity In the same manner it’s very important to make them 

understand that LBGTQ community is no different than 

them and every single individual deserve the same 

dignity on this planet. 

 Humanistic approach This article highlights the importance of imparting 

education in such a way as to make global, humane 

and responsible citizens out of little children, the ones 

who will respect and accept differences 

Making students as 
change makers 

Teaching  them  while  they’re  young  is  crucial 
because they grow up to change the world. 

. 
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Accommodating 

Catering to the needs I believe that schools should educate kids about 

LGBT+ individuals and issues, not just because they 

are a vital part of society, but also because the 

LGBT+ population has challenges that must be 

addressed. 

 Platform to voice There should be scope of LGBTQ in our education 

system so that everyone can openly feel free to 

express their own identity. 

Challenge in 

implementing 

LGBT inclusive 

curriculum 

Narrow mindedness as an 

obstacle 
But there is also a disadvantage; still today many 

Indians have narrow minded thinking which may not 

have courage to accept the truth. 

Inability to see relevance Examples in the textbook should be added but it will 

have major obstacles considering how in India there 

exist restrictions for same-sex couples to adopt a child. 

Hence, the example here can be considered irrelevant 

cause it’s sad how it’s not allowed in India 

CONCLUSION 

The study helped the participant teachers to perceive the implementation of LGBTQ inclusive curriculum 
as something which helps in Overcoming psychological barriers, achieving social justice, 

Accommodating. The challenges perceived by the teachers pointed towards Narrow mindedness as well as 

inability to see relevance. 

IMPLICATIONS 

For Teachers 

 Teachers can read literature to know about the need for LGBT inclusive curriculum in today‟s context 

 Advocacy programs can be organised by teachers so as to change mindset of people and achieve LGBT 
acceptance in Indian society. The reason is that teachers are the most influential members of the society. 

 Teachers need work towards developing the skills of designing lesson plans and worksheets based 
on LGBT inclusion. 

 Teacher can join learning communities where LGBT inclusive lesson plans can be shared. 

For Administrators 

 Administrator need to organise workshops for parents as well as teachers so that these stake holders 
develop acceptance towards  the LGBT inclusive curriculum. 

 Administrator must equip library with books based on the LGBT inclusive curriculum so that teachers can 
design lesson plans to achieve a safe school climate for the LGBT students. 

 Staff training should be conducted so as to create a safe climate in the school for the LGBT students. 

For Curriculum Developers 

 Textbook  writers  need  to  develop  a  handbook  with  lesson  plans  infusing LGBT 
inclusive elements in the existing curriculum as a support  for the in-service teachers 

 Curriculum developers should bring in a component of LGBT inclusion across all the disciplines as a 
separate subject might  not be taken with right attitudes 
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LGBTQIA+ समूहाच्या सरं्वकष स्वीकाराचा वर्वचार माांडणाऱ्या चार विर्वडक मराठी कादांबऱ्याांचा आशयािुगामी 
अभ्यास 

(सतीश प्रधान ਒ानसाधना महाविȨालय, ठाणे आयोवित एक वििसीय ‘Being Me- Understanding Different 

Dimensions of LGBTQIA + community’ या विषयािरील  आंतररा र̓ ीय चचाासत्रासाठी(͙͗/͗͠/͙͙͙͗) सािर केलेला 
शोधवनबंध.) 

डॉ.अवििी आत्माराम तोरणे 

सहयोगी प्राȯापक, मराठी विभाग, गोखले एਛु. सोसायटीचे डॉ.टी.के.टोपे कला आवण िावणਛ िररʿ रात्र महाविȨालय, 

परळ, मंुबई- ͙͘.  
मानिी संˋृतीਉा िडणघडणीत सȅासंबंधांनी मूलभूत कामवगरी बिािली आहे. िणा, िात, धमा, वलंग,  िगा, भाषा, प्रांत  
आिी ˑरांिर िे सȅेत आहेत ȑांਉाकडून अɊ समूहांचे सराास शोषण होत रावहलेले आहे. सȅा अबावधत राखणा̴या  
कʙना आवण धारणा माणसाला केिळ िखडून टाकत नाहीत तर ȑांना अɊ माणसांचा Ȫेष करायला वशकितात. ही 
Ȫेषमूलकता माणसांਉा मनाचे ख਄ीकरण करते, िग਻ाची उमेि संपिते,  पररस्̾ितीशी िोन हात करून उभे राह਻ाचे 
सामȚाही वहसकािून घेते. पारंपररक अिााने ˓ी आवण पुरुष यांना पर˙रांविषयी िाटणारे लैंवगक आकषाण हेच नैसवगाक 
मानʞा िाणा̴या समािात तृतीयपंिी, समवलंगी  वकंिा वभɄ  लैंवगक िावणिा असणा̴या ʩक्ीचें माणूसपण  न 
ˢीकारʞाने ȑांना सामाविक ििाा ि प्रवतʿा नसणे, अिाािानाची  साधने उपलɩ नसणे, ȑांचा  लैंवगक िापर होत राहणे, 
मानवसक कोडंमारा होणे,  कौटंुवबक सुखापासून िंचना होणे, ȑांचे एकूणच नागरी हक्ांपासून िंवचत राहणे अशा वभɄ-

वभɄ ˑरांिर  शोषण  होत रावहले आहे. भारताਉा संिभाात अ˙ृʴ, आवििासी, भटके, सिा िातिगाातील स्˓या यांਉा 
शोषणाचे भान प्रबोधनकाळाने विले.  मानिी हक्ांसाठी केʞा गेलेʞा या लਲ਼ांਉा आवण  भारतीय संविधानाने विलेʞा  
मूलभूत अवधकारांਉा पा ा̫भूमीिर तृतीय पंिीयांਉा Ɋायहक्ांची लढाई उभी रावहली. या सोबतीनेच समवलंगी आवण 
बहुविध प्रकारਉा लैंवगक िावणिा असणा̴या मानिी समूहाਉा ਛास इंग्रिीत LGBTQIA+ समूह ( ͚͘ हून अवधक  
प्रकारਉा वभɄ लैंवगक िावणिा आहेत - डॉ. लीस िास ) ʉणतात ȑांਉा  हक्ांचाही प्रʲ पुढे आला. ‘एलिीबीटी’ हा शɨ  
गेʞा  काही िषाांत भारतात सतत  कानािर पडू लागला आहे.  ‘लेस्˜यन’, ‘गे’, ‘बायसेकु्शअल’ आणि ‘ट्र ान्सजेन्डर’ याांचे  
‘एलिीबीटी’ हे लघुरूप आहे. समवलंगी स्˓या ि पुरुष ,˓ी-पुरुष  िोघांशी समागम करणारे आवण ˓ी -पुरुष यापैकी 
एकाची िैविक वलंग ओळख आवण विरुȠ वलंगभाि असणारे हे लोक आहेत. सȅरीਉा िशकात अमेररकेत मोठी 
एलिीबीटी चळिळ उभी रावहली. समान नागरी हक् वमळािे, आपली ओळख िाहीर करता यािी, सɉानाने आवण 
समतेने  िगता यािे यासाठी हा लढा उभा रावहला. बहुसं৥ लोक हे विरुȠवलंगी आकषाण असणारे आहेत, असे मानले 
िात असʞाने समवलंगी, िेगळी लैंवगक ओळख असलेले, िैवचȒ असलेले लोक हे नग਻ ʉणूनच िुलाक्ष कर਻ािोगे 
असून  प्र̾िावपत लैंवगक बहुसं৥ाना ते धोकािायक िाटतात.ȑामुळे ȑांना विकृत, अनैसवगाक आवण घृणा˙ि ठरिले 
िाते.  परंतु  िसिशी  काही वनिडक लोकांनी आȏविʷासाने आपली लैंवगक ओळख िाहीर कर਻ाचे  धाडस िाखिले  
तसतसे िगाਉा कानाकोप̴यातून िेगळी लैंवगक ओळख असलेले लाखो लोक पुढे येऊ लागले. िषाानुिषे चोरून, लपून 
ʩिहार करणारा हा समाि कोशातून बाहेर आला. कालांतराने या सɑरंगी चळिळीत आणखी तीन आȨाक्षरे िोडली 
गेली. ‘कू्य’ ‘आय’ ‘ए’ ʉणिेच ‘स्िअर’(लैंवगक िैवचȒ असलेले), ‘इंटरसे৛’ (˓ी आवण पुरुष या िोɎी वलंगांची 
ठरािीक/ वनवʮत िैविक िैवश̽ਨे नसलेले ) आवण ‘असेकु्शअल’ ʉणिे उपितच लैंवगक संबंध ठेि਻ास उȖुक नसलेले 
लोक.  ʉणिेच काही लोक ˢत:ला ˓ी वकंिा पुरुष मानतात. काही यापैकी एक ओळख मान਻ास नाकारतात. काहीनंा 
िोɎी ओळखी माɊ आहेत वकंिा िोɎीਉंा अधेमȯे आहेत, असे  मानतात. हे केिळ वनिड आहे वकंिा माɊता आहे 
ʉणून घडत नाही तर ियाਉा वतस̴या  िषाापयांतच  हे प्रȑेक मुलाला िाणिते, कळते पण ȑांना मारूनमुटकून ˓ी 
वकंिा पुरुष यापैकी एका ओळखीशी िमिून घे਻ास भाग पाडले िाते. पालकांचा, समािाचा िबाि यामुळे अनेक वपਲ਼ा 
अशी ओळख नसणा̴या ʩक्ीनंी  घुसमटत आपली आयुˈं घालिली. सनातनी, बुरसटलेʞा विचारांਉा समािात 
आिही सक्ीमुळे अनेकिण ख̴या  लैंवगक ओळखीसह िगू शकत नाही.’(ढमढेरे:  ͘͝͞). भारतातही  समवलंगी 
ʩक्ीਉंा तसेच ि  वभɄ लैंवगक ओळख असणा̴या समूहाਉा हक्ाची लढाई सȅरਉा िशकात सुरू झाली. अशोक 
रािकिी, आनंि ग्रोिर, मानिेंद्र वसंघ गोवहल आिी पवहʞा फळीतील कायाकȑाांਉा अिक प्रयȉांमुळे   सɐेंबर ͙͗͘͟ मȯे 
समलैंवगक संबंधास गुɎा ठरिणारे विटीशकालीन  कलम ͚͞͞ हे रȞ  केले गेले आवण चार िशके सुरू असलेला लढा 
Ɋायाਉा विशेने पुढे सरकला. ‘िगभरातील संपूणा लोकसं৥ेਉा ͗͘ टके् लोक  ˓ी-पुरुष Ȫैतापलीकडची लैंवगक 
ओळख असलेले आहेत,असे  समिले  िाते . असे  िेगळे  असणे ही विकृती नाही. शारीररक ʩंग वकंिा अपंगȕ नाही, हा 
मानवसक आिार नाही,  हे अनैसवगाक नाही  हे  अनेक अɷास , संशोधनातून वसȠ झाले  आहे(ढमढेरे: ͘͝͞). असे असले 
तरी सामाविक, आविाक सक्षमीकरण, लैंवगक िावणिांचा पालकांकडून मोकळेपणे ˢीकार याबाबतीतले  प्रʲ गंभीर आहेत. 
मानिी िग਻ाਉा या वभɄ-वभɄ पैलंूची अवभʩक्ी सावहȑािकाशातून कोणȑाप्रकारे झाली आहे   हे पाहणे   प्रˑुत 
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वनबंधकारास आिʴक िाटले. ȑा̊ʼीने    ‘वभɄ’(कविता महािन),’ वनʨा डोʨांची मुलगी(वशʙा कांबळे) , 
‘अधुरा’(िी.के.ऐनापुरे)  आवण ‘कोबाʐ ɰू’(सवचन कंुडलकर ) या मराठी कािंब̴यांचा संिभाल৙ी अɷास येिे केला आहे.  

सावहȑकृती ही सामाविक-सांˋृवतक िˑू असते. समाि-संˋृतीਉा िडणघडणीचा वतला केिळ संिभा असतो असे नʬे 
तर या  िडणघडणीत हˑके्षप कर਻ाचे सामȚा ती बाळगून असते.   ʉणून ‘एलिीबीटीकू्यआयएɘस’ समूहाਉा प्रʲांचे 
ʩावमश्र ˢरूप वनिडलेʞा  मराठी   सावहȑकृतीमंधील   िगातून  प्रȑयास येते का? ते  कोणȑाप्रकारे साकारते हे 
शोधणे आवण प्र̾िावपत मूʞʩि̾िेविषयी प्रʲ उपस्̾ित कर਻ाचे काया या सावहȑकृती करतात का, हे तपासणे हा या 
शोधवनबंधाचा हेतू आहे.    

‘पुरुष’ आवण ‘˓ी’ या िोन िैविक वलंगधारकांना असणारे महȇ ‘वहिडा’ ʉणून ओळखʞा िाणा̴या माणसांना नाही. 
ȑांਉासाठी उɷा रावहलेʞा मानिी हक्ांਉा  लढाईमुळे ͘͜ एवप्रल ͙͗͛͘ रोिी  ȑांना तृतीयपंिी ʉणून कायिेशीर 
माɊता  वमळाली आहे. बहुविध लैंवगक ओळख  असणा̴या माणसांना आपʞा अवधकारांची िाग आण਻ाची सुरुिात  
तृतीयपंिीय समूहाਉा लਲ਼ाने केली, असेही विसते. तरीही िणा, िात, वलंगप्रधान भारतीय समाििाˑिात ȑांना 
िीिनवनिााहाची साधने, सामाविक प्रवतʿा यांਉासाठी करािा लागणारा संघषा अिूनही िीघा आहे. प्रिोȋािनकायाासाठी 
वनरुपयोगी, ˓ीिेष आवण ˓ीभाि धारण करणारा,  पुरुषी शरीराचा  ʉणून एकीकडे ȑांची हेटाळणी होते. िुसरीकडे 
िेिाला सोडलेले ʉणून, िेिीचे आराधी ʉणून, िैिी शक्ीधारक ʉणून ȑांचे आशािााि शुभ मानले िातात.   िाˑिात 
बालपणीच कुटंुबातून हȞपार केलेʞा, टाकून विलेʞा वकंिा वहिडा समूहास िेऊन टाकलेʞा, िेिाला िावहलेʞा  या 
माणसांਉा अस्ˑȕाची िखल न घेतʞाने समािʩि̾िेत ȑांचे ̾िान हीन रावहले आहे. ͙͗͘͘ ਉा िनगणनेनुसार 
͛͗͗͗͟͟ एिढी लोकसं৥ा असणा̴या समूहास  उिरवनिााहाचे कोणतेही साधन उपलɩ नʬते आवण आिही कमी 
प्रमाणात आहे.  मंुबईत मोਬा सं৥ेने तृतीयपंिीय समूहाने राहतात. प्राधाɊाने भीक मागून िगतात. समूहाने राहत 
असताना ȑांची एक उपसंˋृती घडलेली विसते. गुरुवशˈ परंपरा वनमााण करून ˢत:चे अस्ˑȕ सुरवक्षत कर਻ाचे प्रयȉ 
केले िातात.  पण अशा अंतगात ʩि̾िेतही िमन, लैंवगक शोषण, मानवसक कुचंबणा होतेच. यांमुळे आिही  सɉानाਉा 
िीिनासाठी ȑांचा संघषा सुरू आहे.  ‘वभɄ’ (कविता महािन ) आवण ‘वनʨा डोʨांची मुलगी’ (वशʙा कांबळे) या िोɎी 
कािंब̴या  तृतीयपंिीयांਉा या  िाˑिाचा िेध घेतात. कविता महािनवलस्खत ‘वभɄ’ ही कािंबरी  एड्सग्रˑ स्˓या, िेʴा, 
ȑांची मुले, समवलंगी, तृतीय पंिीय /वहिडे यांचे एड्स या आिाराने आवण सामाविक, कौटंुवबक बवहʺाराने  विɄविस्ਅɄ 
होत िाणारे भयाण िगणे  िशािते. यांਉा एड्सग्रˑ हो਻ाची मूळ कारणे पुरुषप्रधान ʩि̾िेत आहेत, या िाˑिाकडे ती 
लक्ष िेधते.  समािात िेगिेगʨा कारणांनी माणसांना  प्र̾िावपत  िगापासून  िेगळं  पाडणा̴या ʩि̾िेला प्रʲ विचारते. 
‘वभɄ’ हे शीषाकही ȑा̊ʼीने अवतशय सूचक आहे.  वभɄ कािंबरीत  प्रतीक्षा कमल  ही एड्सग्रˑ स्˓या, मुले यांਉासाठी 
काम करणारी संिेिनशील तरुणी आहे. प्रतीक्षाਉा कामात िमेल तशी मित करणारे ‘पािाती’ हे तृतीयपंिीय प्रावतवनवधक 
पात्र  आहे.   एका प्रसंगात मानवसक ˑरािर िुभंगलेʞा स्̾ितीत तापाने फणफणत असताना प्रतीक्षा टर ेनमधून  प्रिास 
करत असते. कोणतेच त्राण न उरलेʞा प्रतीक्षाਉा शरीराशी लगट करणा̴या पुरुषाला फटकारत पािाती पुढे येते. वतला 
वतਉा घरी नेते; औषधपाणी करते. रात्रभर वतਉाििळ िांबते आवण सकाळी वनघून िाते. पािातीਉा माणुसकीचा अनुभि 
िेणा̴या या घटनेत केिळ एिढेच घडत नाही. प्रतीक्षाला वतਉा घरापयांत वहिडा घेऊन येतो ʉणून िॉचमनचे  डोळे 
वि˛ारतात,   कामिाʞा सुमाला वहिडयाने घरी येणे आिडलेले नसते, पािाती ਛा कपातून चहा वपते तो कप ती फोडून 
टाकते आवण संȯाकाळी सोसायटीमधील पाच सात सि˟ येऊन प्रतीक्षाला धमकािून िातात.  “आि वहिडे आणताय 
घरात,उȨा िेʴांनाही आणाल, परिा िलाल आवण गंुड मिालीिेखील  यायला लागतील. तुʉाला असेच उȨोग करायचे,तर 
वतकडे ȑांਉातच िाऊन राहा ना. आʉी पोरंबाळ असलेली माणसं आहोत घरांमȯे तरूण मुलं मुली आहेत...पोरं 
वबघडली ,भलȑा नािाला लागली तर िबाबिार कोण?  सोसायटीतलं िातािरण  असं घाण कर਻ाचा तुʉाला काहीही  
अवधकार नाही (महािन :͙͘͞). सोसायटीਉा सि˟ांचा हा ‘आिाि’ ˓ी आवण पुरुष या िोन वलंगांना ि ȑांਉाच लैंवगक 
िावणिांना ˢीकारणा̴या प्र̾िावपत ʩि̾िेचा आहे.   वहिडे, िेʴा, गंुड -मिाली,िलाल यांचे िग हे आपʞा सɷतेਉा, 
संˋृतीਉा आड येणारे आहे, असा आि आणणारी ही भंपक मानवसकता याच िगाशी िुपे संबंध मात्र  राखून असते, 
ˢत:ला ˓ी मानणा̴या पािातीसार৥ा तृतीयपंिीयाचे  पुरुषी शरीर लैंवगक संबंधासाठी चालणा̴या पुरुषप्रधान समािात 
वतला माणूस  मात्र मानले िात नाही, हे िाˑि येिे अधोरेस्खत केले िाते. तृतीयपंिीसोबत रेʢे ̾िानकािरील शौचालयात 
शारीररक संभोग  करणा̴या तरुणास पोलीस पकडतात. प्रतीक्षाਉा सोसायटीत राहणा̴या या तरुणास  ȑाਉा िवडलांਉा 
विनि਻ांमुळे पोवलसांਉा ताɯातून सोडि਻ाचे काम प्रतीक्षा करते. पण हे  गृह̾ि  प्रतीक्षाਉा घरी येऊन वतला 
धमकािणा̴या  ‘संˋृतीरक्षकां’ची सोबत करतात. प्रतीक्षाला िाटणा̴या विषਹतेतून समािाचे हे िुटɔी ितान समोर आणले 
िाते. ‘वनʨा  डोʨांची मुलगी’ मȯे  सुमन, आवशकी या वििाभािाਉा तृतीयपंिी मैवत्रणी आहेत. ही आवशकी लৰाਉा 
,पे्रमाਉा आणाभाका िेणा̴या पुरुषाਉा पे्रमात पडते, लৰाਉा बायकोप्रमाणे राहू लागते  पण वतचा पे्रमी मात्र वतला फसिून 
अɊ ˓ीशी  रीतसर लৰ करतो.  आवशकी मात्र एड्सग्रˑ बनʞाने खंगून खंगून िुराि̾िा होत मरणाकडे सरकते. 
आवशकी, पािाती(वभɄ) यांਉा शरीरापलीकडील अस्ˑȕाचा ˢीकार केला िात नाही ȑामुळे   ‘वपतृसȅेत वपचʞा 
िाणा̴या प्रȑेक ‘ ˓ी’ची ओळख ȑाचे वनकष नʩाने समिून घे਻ाची िेळ आली आहे’(ढमढेरे:͘͝͞) याचा  प्रȑय  ‘वभɄ’ 
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आवण  ‘वनʨा  डोʨांची मुलगी’ या  िोɎी कािंबरी िेतात. ‘वनʨा डोʨांची मुलगी’मधून सुमन आवण आवशकी या 
वििाभािाਉा तृतीयपंिी मैवत्रणीਉंा रूपाचे िणानही  ȑा̊ʼीने पाहता येते. उिा: ‘पाच बाय  सात इंचाचा हा फोटो वतचा 
आवण वतਉा वकɄर मैत्रीणीचा -आवशकीचा होता. या फोटोमȯे ती आवण आवशकी चांिनी फॅशनਉा साਰा घालून हातात 
हात घेऊन उɷा होȑा. आवशकीचा चेहरा पौवणामेਉा चंद्रासारखा गोल िुधाळ होता. केस लांब, वसʋी आवण काळेभोर 
होते. डोʨामȯे चांिणीची चमक होती. ओठाििळचा तीळ आवण गालािरची खळी वतਉा चेह̴याला अɛरेपेक्षाही संुिर 
करत होती...असे सुमन आवण आवशकीचे वििस मूलत: िुखाचे असले तरी एकमेकीਉंा संगतीने सुखाचे िात होते. पण 
गुरूला ȑांची िोˑी बघिायची नाही.’(कांबळे: ͚͗͘) ‘वनʨा डोʨांची मुलगी’ या कािंबरीतील ‘सुमन’  ही  उʋा या 
प्रमुख ˓ीपात्राची मैत्रीण आहे.   उʋा सुमनशी बोलते हे पाहून वतਉा िˑीतील लहानशी वचंगी उʋाला ʉणते, “ताई ,तू 
कशाला सुमनशी बोललीस? ती वहिडा आहे. कुणाला पन वहिडा बनिू शकते. मʃी बोलत होती.”(कांबळे:͛͜) लहान 
मुलांना सांवगतʞा िाणा̴या अशा अनेक माɊतांਉा आधारे प्र̾िावपत समाि आपली मूʞरचना संिवधात करतो. वहिਰांचे   
लৰप्रसंगी येणे, बाळाला आशीिााि िेणे, ȑांਉाकडे अलौवकक शक्ी असणे इिपासून ते  ȑांचे शाप लागणे 
इȑािीपयांतਉा या माɊता ȑांचे बवहʺृतपण कायम राखतात. ȑांਉाविषयीची ही बवहʺृतता कधी संपुʼात येणारत? 
येणार की नाही? असे प्रʲ  ‘वभɄ’मधील  प्रतीक्षा विचारताना विसते.  पािाती घरातून वनघताना आपण आता आपʞा 
मुलुखाला िाऊ असे सांगते कारण वतलाही  एड्सची लागण होते.   प्रतीक्षाला प्रʲ पडतो आपण वतला आपʞा घरातच का 
िांबिू शकत नाही. एिढी आपुलकी िाखिʞािर एखाȨा ˓ी- पुरुषाला किावचत आपण िांबिू  शकलो असतो पण 
वहिਰाला िांबि਻ासाठी अिून आपलेही मन तयार नाही, याची िाणीि वतला पोखरते.  “एड्स हो਻ापेक्षाही  या गोʼी 
अवधक भयानक आहेत की काय? .. वहिडा असणं,िेʴा असणं..!(महािन:͙͘͞) उȨा या आिारािर िेखील उपाय 
सापडेल. एड्स समूळ नʼ करता येईल  पण या ‘िुख਻ाचं या वकडीचं काय?”(महािन:͙͘͞)  माणूस ʉणून  एकीकडे  
पािातीला नाकारणे  तर िुसरीकडे  कचरा पेटीत फेकून विलेʞा  बाळाला  पािातीने उचलून आपʞातील माणुसकीचे 
िशान घडिणे, अशा प्रसंगांਉा रचनेतून ही कािंबरी  समािबा˨ ठरिलेʞा, वभɄ वलंग ओळख असणा̴या माणसांना 
बेिखल करता येत नाही,याचे भान िेऊ पाहते.   पािाती ही ʉातारा वहिडा आहे. आयुˈ मंुबईत गेले आहे. प्रतीक्षाਉा 
कामात आपʞा परीने ती मित करते.  नुकȑाच िɉाला आलेʞा मुलीला कचरापेटीत टाकून विलेले असते. कािʨांनी 
टोचून टोचून रक्बंबाळ झालेले  बाळ पाहून पािाती अˢ̾ि होते. आपण काही पावहले नाही असे िशाित अनेकांਉा 
घराची िारे बंि होतात. पािाती मात्र बाळ िाचािे ʉणून हालचाली करते.  कासािीस होते. मृत बाळाचे सोपˋार 
कर਻ासाठी ˢत: हॉस्˙टलमȯे िांबते. माणुसकीचा हा प्रȑय  ‘वनʨा डोʨांची मुलगी’मधूनही येतो.  उʋाला आविाक 
मित हिी असते तेʬा तृतीयपंिी  सुमन  पुढे येते. सुमनचे विसणे, बोलणे उʋाला मोहक िाटते. तसेच उʋाचे खडतर 
पररस्̾ितीत वशक्षण घेणे सुमनला भािते, सुमनही िहािी पयांत वशकलेली असते. वशक्षणाची आिड असʞाने वशकलेʞा 
मुलीचें वतला भरपूर कौतुक असते.  पण वतचे वशक्षण मात्र  सुटते. या िोɎी कािंब̴यांमधून    पािाती, आवशकी, सुमन ही  
तृतीयपंिी पाते्र आवण प्रतीक्षा, उʋा ही ˓ीपाते्र  यांਉात घडणारे िैनंविन ʩिहार, मैत्री यांमधून तृतीयपंिी माणसे ही 
सिासाधारण माणसे ʉणून ˢीकार਻ाची गरि प्रवतपावित करतात. हे घडणार नाही तोपयांत या समूहातील उपसंˋृती, 
ȑातील िमन, शोषण, उिरवनिााहासाठी भीक, लैंवगक कमा यांचे मागा, फसिणूक, वहंसा या घटना रोखʞा िाणार नाहीत 
हेही िाˑि ‘वनʨा डोʨां..’मधील मधून  सुमनला सोसाʩा लागणा̴या  गुरुਉा वहं˓ ितानातून येते. गुरूचे घराणे सोडले 
तर आवशकीसारखे हालहाल होऊन मरणे; सुमनला माɊ नसते ‘मेʞानंतर ˝शानात Ɋायला वहिਰांना वहिडा 
कʄुवनटीच लागणार,या  विचाराने सुमन वतਉा घरा਻ाला धरून (कांबळे: ͙͘͞) असते. वहिडा  समूहात होणा̴या 
शोषणाचे वचत्रण येिे प्रावतवनवधक ˢरूपात पाहता येते. ‘वभɄ’ आवण ‘वनʨा डोʨांची मुलगी’ या  िोɎी  कािंबरी तृतीय 
पंिीय समूहाचे   अंतगात आवण बा˨ अशा वȪˑरीय ʩि̾िेत होणारे शोषण आवण शारीररक, मानवसक ˑरािरील विटंबना  
यांਉा िाˑि  ˢरूपाला समोर आणतात.  

‘˓ी’ आवण ‘पुरुष’ हे िोन िीिशा˓ीय वलंग, ȑानुसार समािरवचत वलंगभाि आवण पर˙रविरुȠ वलंगाप्रती आकषाण 
असणारी एकच लैंवगक िाणीि एिਲ਼ा मयाािेतील वलंगभानाला मानिी हक्ांਉा विविध चळिळीਉंा पा ा̫भूमीिर  
सȅरਉा िशकात िगभर आʬान विले गेले. एलिीबीटीकू्यआयएɘस चळिळीमुळे  ‘˓ी – पुरुष ही शारीर, िैविक 
ओळख ते भािवनक ˓ीȕ आवण पुरुषȕ हे आȅा  फक् Ȫैत रावहलं नाही. ȑाला अनेक पिर आहेत आवण या पिराला 
आणखी पातळ पापुदे्र आहेत.’(ढमढेरे:  ͘͝͞)हे लक्षात आले.  समवलंगी असणे, एकाचिेळी ˓ी-पुरूष  िोघांविषयी लैंवगक 
आकषाण असणे तȖम वभɄ- वभɄ प्रकारਉा लैंवगक िाणीिा असणे यात विकृती नाही, मानवसक ʩंगȕ नाही, हे 
संशोधनाने वसȠ केले गेले. आि धीʄा गतीने पररस्̾िती बिलत असली तरी आपʞा मुलाਉा वभɄ लैंवगक िावणिेचा 
ˢीकार  बाईਉा आवण पुरुषाਉा ितानाचे साचे वनवʮत झालेʞा समािात सहि केला िात नाही. ˓ी-पुरुषाਉा वमलनातून 
िɉाला येणारे हे सिासाधारण बाळ ʉणून कुटंुबात  या अपȑाचा ˢीकार होत नसʞाने अशा ʩक्ीस विकृत मानून 
ȑाची हेटाळणी केली िाते. एलिीबीटीकू्य  समुिायाਉा बाबतीत सिा प्रʲ इिून सुरू होतात. ȑांचे कुटंूब ȑांना  
सिासाधारण मूल ʉणून ˢीकारत नाही. सामाविक िबािांचा पगडा एिढा असतो  की कुटंुब गरीब असो की श्रीमंत; मुलांना 
घराबाहेर पडािे लागते.  भारतातील एलिीबीटीकू्य चळिळीचे   अगे्रसर कायाकते आवण ͚͗͘͞ मधील  गुिरािमधील 
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रािघरा਻ाचे आिचे िारस मानिेंद्र वसंघ गोहील समवलंगी आहेत हे ͙͗͗͝ मȯे लक्षात आʞािर ȑांनाही घराबाहेर काढले 
गेले. ȑांनी  भारतातील ͗͟ टके् समवलंगी पुरुषांची लৰे ही स्˓यांशी झालेली आहेत, या िाˑिाला समोर ठेिून आपले 
संघटनाȏक काम  सुरू केले ( Shahani:133.)  आपʞा पाʞाची  वभɄ लैंवगक ओळख न ˢीकारता पारंपररक 
ओळखीਉा ििळ िाणारे ȑांचे वलंग पालकच  वनधााररत करतात आवण ȑांचे लৰ लािून मोकळे हो਻ाचा प्रयȉ करतात. 
‘वनʨा डोʨांची मुलगी’ मधील संुिर विसणा̴या तृतीयपंिी  सुमनचे  वतਉा इਅेविरुȠ पुरुषाशी लৰ लाि਻ाचे प्रयȉ 
होतात. वतचे िडील वतचा राग राग करतात. आई सांभाळू पाहते. पण सुमन सांगत असलेली ˢत:ची ओळख कुटंुब, समाि 
ˢीकारताना विसत नाही.  िी.के.ऐनापुरे वलस्खत ‘अधुरा’ या कािंबरीतील धामापूरकर हे कें द्रिती पात्र समवलंगी आहे. 
सामाविक चौकटीਉंा प्रभािात ȑांचे लৰ ˓ीशी झालेले आहे, ȑांना  मुले आहेत, नोकरी आहे, चारचौघांप्रमाणे संसार 
करत आहेत पण ȑांचे समवलंगी असणे हा कुचेʼेचा विषय बनिला िातो, धामापूरकर यांਉा  नैसवगाक गरिांना येिे 
अनैसवगाक ठरविले िाते. ȑांना  वहं˓ बनायला  प्रिृȅ  करून ȑांचे मानवसक ˢा˖ उि्Ȱˑ केले िाते.  काय नैसवगाक 
आवण काय अनैसवगाक हे कोणी ठरिायचे, असा गंभीर प्रʲ कािंबरीत  उपस्̾ित होतो.  पȉी, मुले यांਉा सांसाररक 
िीिनातʞा ‘धामापूरकरला मुले कशी झाली,’ असे विचारणे हा कायाालयातील सहका̴ याचा चेʼेचा विषय असतो. कारण 
धामापूरकर  समवलंगी आहे ʉणिे नपंुसक आहे, आवण नपंुसक आहे ʉणिे वनरुपयोगी आहे असेच ठरिले िाते.   
धामापूरकर ʉणतात, “माਟा पोराला विचारा मी ȑांना कोण लागतो ते. तो तुʉाला माਟाबȞल सगळं सांगेल. माਟा 
पुरुषपणाला आʬान िेताना तुʉी कशाचा आधार घेताय? माਟा सियीचा. माਟासारखी सिय वकतीतरी लोकांना असेल. 
याचा अिा असा होत नाही की तो पुरुष नाही. आणखी काही वििसांनी पुरुषािााਉा संकʙना नक्ीच बिलतील. माਟा 
िाचनाਉा सियीनुसार सांगतो. गुणसूतं्रच अस्ˑȕात राहणार नाहीत. गुणसूतं्र नसलेला मानि वशʟक राहील. ȑाला तुʉी 
काय ʉणणार? माਟात गुणसूतं्र आहेत. ʉणिे पुरुषपणा माਟात आहे.”(ऐनापुरे: ͝͝)धामापूरकर माणूसपणाची अिहेलना 
करणा̴ या वहंसक समािाला सडेतोड उȅर िेताना विसतात. मला मुलं कशी झाली? सांगतो ना...मला िेिाचा प्रसाि खाऊन 
मुलं झाली नाहीत. बायकोबरोबर संभोग केʞािर मुलं होतात. मला मुलं अशीच झाली. मला ʉणिे माਟा बायकोला.” 
(ऐनापुरे:͝͝) धामापूरकरांचे  हे प्रȑुȅर   समािाਉा अवििेकी कʙनांिर प्रहार करतानाच  वलंगविषयक प्र̾िावपत 
धारणांਉा सȅेचे ि ȑांतील कू्ररतेचे  िशान  घडिते. समािरोषामुळे ȑांना आपʞा बालपणापासूनचे चाळीतले घर सोडािे 
लागणे,  कोणतेच भािबंध नसणा̴या विरारसार৥ा वठकाणी बंि खोʞांत धामापूरकरांना वि̾िावपत ʬािे लागणे आिी 
घटनांਉा रचनेतून या माणसांਉा हक्ांचे नाकारले िाणे तीव्रतेने ʩक् होते.  विवशʼ वलंगिावणिांਉा  सȅा सिाांसाठी 
असणा̴या विशाल अिकाशाचा संकोच घडितात, आपʞा विशेने पूणापणाकडे िाऊ पाहणा̴या िीिांना अधुरे ठरिून 
अधुरेपण लाितात. वलंगाधाररत  सȅा आवण सामाविक प्रवतʿा यांना असणारे हे  विवभɄ ˑर  ‘अधुरा’ ही कािंबरी प्रखरतेने 
समोर आणते.  

सवचन कंुडलकर वलस्खत  ‘कोबाʐ ɰू’ कािंबरीमधील तनय या समवलंगी पात्राਉा आयुˈात ȑाचा वप्रयकर ये਻ापूिी 
भेटलेʞा  एका समवलंगी ʩक्ीਉा सहिासातील घटनािेखील   या  माणसांਉा कुचंबणेिर  झगझगीत प्रकाश टाकते.  
आविाक̊̽ਨा संपɄ, उȅम शरीरयʼी, गाडी-बंगला अशी सिा भौवतक सुखे असताना एक स्̾िर नाते नसणे, भािवनक 
िेिाणघेिाण होईल असे माणूस नसणे, िाȖʞाची भूक न शमणे, तनयसारखे ‘आपलं मानणारं, काळिी घेणारं’ कुणीच 
नसणे यामुळे  एकटा पडलेला हा चाळीशीतला तरुण आȏहȑा करतो. ȑास   पे्रम, िाȖʞ, विʷास यांिर आधारलेले एक 
̊ढ नाते हिे असते, िे वमळत नाही. लैंवगकता ही प्रिाही असʞाने आिची लैंवगक ओळख कायम तशीच राहील, असेही 
नसते या  शारीररक, भािवनक ˑरािरील  गंुतागंुतीਉा बिलांना सामोरे िाताना होणारी िमिाक कािंबरी अधोरेस्खत 
करते. वलंगाधाररत ˓ी-पुरुष ितानाचे साचे वनवʮत असʞाने ȑापलीकडਉा लैंवगक िावणिांचे िमन ‘कोबाʐ ɰू’ या 
कािंबरीतही प्रȑयास येते. यामधील समवलंगी तनयला या वलंगभािांਉा  चौकटीचंा ताण सोसािा लागतो. चालत िाणा̴या  
तनयला पाहून  ȑाचा एक भाऊ सुनील ȑाਉा  पायािर मारतो आवण ʉणतो, “नीट चाल, िोन पायांमȯे अंतर ठेिून 
शांतपणे. बायकांसारखा तुरुतुरु चालायला कशाला पावहिे?’(͘͟)’ तɊा िाती पुढ काढ,ताठ चाल, खांिे सरळ ठेि!’(͘͟) 
तनयਉा कपाटात पािडर, क्रीम असणे, तनयने मैवत्रणीਉा मागे बसून गाडीिर िाणे, आईला ˢयंपाकात मित करणे हेही 
खटकणारे असʞाने ȑाला िेळोिेळी पुरुष कसा हिा? हे ऐकिले गेलेले असते. ‘पुरुष ओठांिरून िीभ वफरिून कोरडे 
झालेले ओठ ओले करत नाहीत, पुरुष सारखं ˢयंपाकात आयांਉा मागंमागं  करत नाहीत, पुरुष तोडंाला पािडर लाित 
नाहीत...प्रिासाला गेʞािर पुरुष झाडामागे िाऊ शकतात...िगाात बाईंनी पਥी मारʞािर  पुरुष रडत नाहीत, पुरुष 
शाळेबाहेरਉा वचंचािालीकडून वचंचा घेऊन िाटत बसत नाहीत, अशा अनेक गोʼी  मला लहान असʞापासून सगळे 
सांगत आले होते.’( कंुडलकर:͘͟) असे तनय ʉणतो. अनेक सामाविक -सांˋृवतक धारणांना प्रʲ विचारणारी, िेि िे਻ाचा 
प्रयȉ करणारी ‘कोबाʐ ɰू’ ही कािंबरी तनय या समवलंगी पात्राचे तरल भािविʷ अलगिपणे उलगडिून िाखिणारी आहे. 
तनय हा मनˢी, वलवह਻ा-िाच਻ाची आिडणारा कलािंत आहे. आपʞा शरीर मनाਉा िेगʨा हाका ȑाला 
लहानपणापासून िाणित असतात पण ȑा ʩक् कर਻ाचे मोकळे मागा नसतात. शाळकरी िीिनातील एका प्रसंगाȪारे 
आपʞा लैंवगक ओळखीविषयीचे संभ्रम येिे िशािले िातात.   तनयचे  सिा वमत्र एकत्र चोरून पोना पाहतात पण तनयला  
ȑा कृती उȅेवित करत नाहीत. किन येते, ‘कॅसेट बघताना मी उगाचच कसनुसं हसत होतो. सगʨांना िरिर प्रवतसाि िेत 
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होतो. मी कपाटातून कपडे काढून िार लािलं आवण आरशात ˢत:ला बवघतलं. कमरेभोितीचा ओला टॉिेल सोडला. 
ˢत:चं शरीर नीट असं पवहʞांिा Ɋाहाळलं. मी कुठं िेगळा होतो ते काहीच कळत नʬतं.’( कंुडलकर :͟ ) पाʞांना 
आपले असे संभ्रम सोडि਻ासाठी पालकांची, ȑांਉा आधार-पे्रमाची गरि लागते,  याचे भान कािंबरी िेते.  आपʞा 
वप्रयकराचे पालक आवण आपले पालक यांत ȑाला अंतर िाणिते. आपʞाला काय िाटते हे आपण आपʞा पालकांना 
सांगू शकत नाही कारण  ते समिू शकत नाहीत, ही तनयची  खंत प्रावतवनवधक आहे. तनयची बहीण अनुिा िेखील ही खंत  
मांडताना विसते. तनयचा वप्रयकर हा ȑांਉा घरी पेईंगगेː ʉणून राहणारा, बायसेकु्शअल असणारा   मनˢी कलािंत  
आहे. ȑाਉा  िहाʩा िषी पालकांचे ित्र हरिʞानंतर एकटाच रावहलेला, बुस्Ƞमान, उ਽टतेने, ˢत:ਉा अटीिंर आयुˈ 
िगलेला आवण पररस्̾ितीशी िोन हात करत स्̾िर झालेला असा आहे.  तनयप्रमाणे ȑाची बहीण अनुिािेखील  ȑाਉा  
पे्रमात पडते.  तनय आवण नंतर अनुिा या िोघांिर तो वनतांत संुिर पे्रम करतो.  ‘बाईपणा’ਉा पारंपररक कʙनांना 
नाकारणा̴या  अनुिासह तनयला न सांगता  घर सोडतो.  सहा मवहɊांनी अनुिालाही  मागे ठेिून पुढਉा प्रिासाला वनघून  
िातो. अनुिा विˋटलेʞा मानवसकतेत परतते तेʬा वतਉासाठी मानसोपचारांची तििीि केली िाते. वतने मागचे विसरून 
पुढे िीिन सुरू करािे ʉणून प्रयȉ  होतात. वतਉा ˢਅंिी ˢभािामुळे वतने ‘ परपुरुषाचा हात धरून पळून िाणे, पुɎा 
येणे’ हे   समिून घेतले िाते. पण अनुिा सांगेपयांत अनुिासोबत आपला वप्रयकर वनघून गेला हे माɊच नसलेʞा तनयचे 
मन मात्र  िुभंगून गेलेले असते. तनय समवलंगी, अनुिा मुलगी  आवण तनय अनुिाचा मोठा भाऊ असीम हा  माɊताप्राɑ  
सामाविक चौकटीचा िाहक. ȑामुळे असीमਉा लৰात काही अडिळे येऊ  नयेत यासाठी आई िडील धडपडताना 
विसतात. तनयला काय होतंय,ȑाਉा काय गरिा आहेत, तो िु:खी  का आहे याचा फार िेगळा विचार करील असे  कुणीही 
नसते.  अनुिाला ˢतंत्र राहायचे आहे तर राहू िेतात. यािेळी अनुिाचे किन येते  ‘तनयचा विचार आई बाबांनी नक्ी  
केला का? मंुबईत तो कसा,कुठं राहतो,काय खातोवपतो,याਉा पलीकडे िाऊन करायचा विचार...तो करणं आʉा कुणालाच 
झालं नाही.  मी घरातून वनघून गेʞामुळ तो अवतशय अˢ̾ि झाला,हे ठरिून आʉी सगळे आपापʞातच रावहलो.( 
कंुडलकर:͗͠) समाि िखल न घेत असलेʞा   समवलंगी िगाची कोडंी ʩक् करणारे हे विधान आहे.  तनयਉा घरी 
पेईंगगेː ʉणून  आलेʞा ʩक्ीਉा पे्रमात तो पडेपयांत ȑाਉा  समवलंगी संबंधांਉा  इਅेला शारीररक  प्रवतसाि िेणा̴या 
या शहरातʞा काही ʩक्ीਉंा संबंधात येतोच.  पण पेईंगगेː वप्रयकरासोबत  प्रिमच  ȑास ȑाचे अिघे भािविʷ ʩापून 
टाकणारा उ਽ट पे्रमानुभि  येतो.   ‘आयुˈभर िपािं असं नातं’ वनमााण कर਻ाची इਅा वनमााण होते. आपʞासारखे 
िाटणा̴या माणसांना भेटून एकत्र राहणे समिून ৽ािेसे िाटते.  कािंबरीत अररंिम हे  पात्र वभɄ लैंवगक िाणीिा असणा̴या 
समूहाची एकत्र चळिळ उभी करू पाहणारे कायाकताा पात्र आहे.  या पात्राਉा  अनुषंगाने कािंबरीत  Ɋायाची मागणी 
कर਻ाਉा िावणिेचे प्रकटीकरण केले आहे. या चळिळीअंतगात असणारे वभɄ मतप्रिाह,  चळिळीसाठी एकत्र आलेʞा 
तरुणांਉा सिासाधारण मानवसकता आवण ितान यांचे ओझरते वचत्र येते. तनय आपʞा वप्रयकरास घेऊन या सभांना िातो. 
‘आवशष’ आवण ‘सॅʄुअल’ हे समवलंगी िोडपं ȑांस वतिेच भेटते. अररंिमਉा सहिासात अशा चळिळीचंी गरि तनयला 
िाटते.  एकत्र येऊन एकमेकांशी प्रोɰेʈ शेअर करणे  आिʴक िाटते.  पण ȑाਉा वप्रयकरास िाटत नाही.  तो ʉणतो  
‘िेल! मˑ िगत िाऊ रे  आहे तसं. प्रोɰेʈ आले तर लेट्स फेस िेम. खरं ʉणिे  मी तुਟासारखा फॅवमलीत  िाढलेलो 
नसʞानं नाहीच आहेत मला फार प्रोɰेʈ...वनिान मी ˢत: ȑांना अॅ৛ेɐ  केलं आहे- आहेत तसे’ (कंुडलकर:͚͗) 
तनयਉा वप्रयकराचे हे किन मुक्, शांत, वनिांत िग਻ाला कौटंुवबक, सामाविक वनबांध हेच   अडसर असतात याचे 
अप्रȑक्ष सूचन करणारे आहे.   असे     समाििाˑि , सामाविक चौकटी बिल਻ाची आवण सिाांना  सुखाने िगता येईल 
असा समाि वनमााण कर਻ाची गरि  तनयला, अररंिमला िाटते.  आपले  ‘ˢतंत्र  िग असािे’ की ‘प्र̾िावपत समािात 
आपला  सामाɊ माणसे ʉणून ˢीकार ʬािा,’  याविषयी  एल िी बी टी कू्य  चळिळीतील मतभेि येिे  अररंिम आवण 
तनय यांਉातील मतभेिांਉा  वचत्रणातून येतात. आपʞा मुʬमेंटचा ‘आमची ˢतंत्र िृȅपतं्र,आमचे ˢतंत्र पɵ, आमची 
ˢतंत्र विएटसा,आमचं हे, आमचं ते’ हा ‘ फ ाː अिेंडा’च  तनयला माɊ नसतो. ‘आपण सगळे इतर िगापासून तोडून घेऊन 
इिावलटी मागू शकणार नाही.आʉी कुठʞाही पȠतीनं िेगळे नाही, चारचौघांसारखेच आहोत,हे शांतपणे मानणा̴या, 
पाळणा̴या विचारांचा प्रसार ʬायला हिा’(कंुडलकर:͚͜) असे ठामपणे तनय अररंिमला सांगतो. एरिी आपʞा वप्रयकराਉा 
पे्रमात खोलिर बुडालेला, आपʞा पे्रमभािात रमणारा   तनय  आपʞा   या नाȑाला स्̾िरता िेऊ  पाहतो. आपʞा 
˘ेहातील संुिरता ही कोणीही अिैध, अनैवतक,  विकृत ठरिू नये, ȑात  िुपेपणा , चोरटेपणा असू नये यासाठी Ɋायाची 
लढाई लढ਻ास तनय तयार असतो, हे सिा वचत्रणच बहुविध लैंवगक ओळख असणा̴या माणसांਉा बािूने ʩि̾िा 
पररितानाचा विचार मांडणारे असे  प्रावतवनवधक ˢरूपाचे आहे.   भारतासार৥ा धमाप्रधान िेशात आपʞा हाकेला प्रवतसाि 
वमळायचा असेल तर असे  अनेक प्रकारਉा  लैंवगक संबंधांਉा  शक्यतांची केिळ ऐवतहावसक पुरािे सािर करून 
उपयोगाचे नाही तर अशी उिाहरणे पुराणात शोधायला लागतील, हे तनयचे ʉणणे धमाकें द्री समािʩि̾िेला पुरते चपराक 
मारणारे आहे.  ‘पुराणकाळापयांत मागं िाऊन पुरािे शोधून आपʞा आिूबािूਉा माणसांना ‘आʉी नॉमाल आहोत’असं 
सांगािं लागेल. रामायण-महाभारतात ,वकंिा Ɋू टेːामेंटमȯे आठिा आठʩा कमांडमेंट मȯे  आपʞासार৥ांचे काही 
उʟेख नसतील तर आपलं कोण ऐकणार  बाबा! वनिान लक्ष्मणला ,बायकापोरं मागं टाकून ,रामाਉा मागं  िनिासात का 
पळािस िाटलं,याचा मानसशा˓ीय अɷास झालाच पावहिे रे!(कंुडलकर:͚͛) सांˋृवतक हˑके्षप करणारे  तनयचे हे 
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विधान मानिी अस्ˑȕाची गळचेपी करणा̴या ʩि̾िेਉा विरोधात उभे राहणारे मूʞाविधान आहे. तनय या समवलंगी 
पात्राਉा िाणीिविʷाȪारे  मानिी संबंधांची रचना ही मैत्री, पे्रम, करुणा, Ɋाय,सहभाि  या मूʞांਉा आधारे ʬािी, 
अस्ˑȕाचे िे िे प्रकार आहेत ȑांचा कोणȑाही धारणा,माɊता यांਉा चौकटीवंशिाय  ˢीकार ʬािा, याचे भान तीव्रतेने 
इिे ʩक् केले िाते.  ‘... आपण एकत्र राहायचं ठरिलं तर ते फार अिघड होणार नाही. आिूबािूला वकती तरी माणसं 
वमळून वमसळून िोडंफार सोसत राहत होती. वलʬ इन ररलेशनवशप मधली मुलं- मुली  होती. लৰ िगैरे न करता कुणाही 
बरोबर न राहता खरोखर एकटे राहणारे लोक होते. आमਉा  िॉडाਉा नगरसेिकाने तर एकाच िेळी िोन बायकांशी लৰ 
केलं  होतं. मंडईਉा  मागਉा बािूला भलीमोठी िेʴांची िˑी होती. वसৰलला उभे राहणारे वहिडे होते. ˨ा सगʨांविषयी 
लोकांना पुरेसं कौतुक नसलं तरी मावहती होती. आवण गेʞा काही िषाांपासून मला खरोखरच कळलं नʬत की आपण असे 
काय िेगळे आहोत?(कंुडलकर:͘͞) कािंबरीत प्रारंभी पुɎा पुɎा येणारे  ‘अनेकिा आपण एकमेकांना बोलून िाखिलेला तो 
क्षण मी आȅा अनुभिला.’ (कंुडलकर:͘) हे किन  सिाांना मुक्पणे आवण मु৥त: शांतपणे िगता येईल असा वनिांत  
अिकाश  उपलɩ असला पावहिे या मूʞाविचाराची अȑंत तरलतेने मांडणी करते.  

िोडक्यात असे ʉणता येते की  वनिडलेʞा मराठी सावहȑकृतीनंी-  पर˙रविरुȠ लैंवगक आकषाणाਉा िाणीिेਉा 
सȅेमुळे अɊ बहुविध  लैंवगक ओळख आवण लैंवगक िाणीि असणा̴या मानिी समूहाचे प्रचवलत अिकाशात 
सामाविक,आविाक, भािवनक,लैंवगक शोषण होत आहे,याचे भान विले आहे.  

˓ी आवण पुरुष हे िोन िैविक वलंग, ȑांਉाशी वनधााररत लैंवगकता आवण वलंगभाि यांਉाȪारे समािातील सिा मानिी 
समूहाਉा लैंवगक िावणिांचे िणान आवण ठोकळेबाि िगीकरण  करता येत नाही,याकडे लक्ष िेधले आहे. 

बहुसं৥ माणसांना विरुȠवलंगी लैंवगक आकषाण िाटते ʉणून अɊ माणसाਉा लैंवगक िावणिा अनैवतक, अिैध, 
असंˋृत,अनैसवगाक, विकृत ठरत नाहीत, हे अधोरेस्खत केले आहे. 

˓ी-पुरुष यापलीकडे वभɄ लैंवगक ओळख असणारे सिािण हे  ˓ी आवण पुरुष यांਉा वमलनातून िɉाला आलेले िीिच 
असतात, ȑांਉा अस्ˑȕाचा कोणȑाही धारणा,माɊता यांਉा चौकटीवंशिाय,  विनाअट,  पे्रमपूिाक सहिˢीकार 
कुटंुबातून  ि समािातून केला पावहिे आवण अस्ˑȕाचे िे िे प्रकार आहेत ȑांना  मुक्पणे ि शांतपणे िग਻ाची 
मोकळीक असली पावहिे, ȑा̊ʼीने ʩि̾िापररितान ʬािे, हा मूʞाȏक विचार पुढे आणला आहे.  

सांदर्भ:  पुस्तके  
 ऐनापुरे, िी.के. (͙͗͗͝) अधुरा, अक्षरिीप प्रकाशन, कोʥापूर. 

 कांबळे, वशʙा (͙͗͛͘):  वनʨा डोʨांची मुलगी, गोिा प्रकाशन, औरंगाबाि .  

 कंुडलकर,सवचन (͙͗͗͝): कोबाʐ ɰू, मौि प्रकाशन, वगरगाि.          

 महािन, कविता(͙͚͗͘ ): वभɄ, रािहंस प्रकाशन,  आ.पाचिी , पुणे . 
 Shahani, Parmesh (2020): Queeristan, Westland business,Chennai. 

सांदर्भ: वियतकाविक 

 ढमढेरे संयोवगता(͙͙͗͘): ‘बिलता लिवचक ˓ीिाि’, संभावषत (संपा. शीतल  पािसकर- भोसले),मंुबई विȨापीठ, 
मंुबई, िषा ͗͘, अंक ͗͜. 

 सांदर्भ: महाजाि  
 अशोक रािकिी, ‘नʩा लढाईला सुरुिात’, चतुरंग पुरिणी, िैवनक लोकसȅा,मंुबई आिृȅी,  ͘͝ िून ͙͗͘͟ . 
 https://www.loksatta.com/chaturang/lingbhed-bhram-amangal/ashok-row-kavi-article-1696829/ 

 (संकेत ̾िळास भेट – ͚͘  ऑगː ͙͙͙͗ ) 
 Dr Das Liss (2021): Fluid Gender: Beyond Transgender identities.   

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1B7UVrSap8&t=1101s (संकेत ̾िळास भेट – ͚͘  ऑगː ͙͙͙͗) 

 

  

https://www.loksatta.com/chaturang/lingbhed-bhram-amangal/ashok-row-kavi-article-1696829/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1B7UVrSap8&t=1101s
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भारतीय दंड संहिता कलम ३७७ हिरोधी संघर्ष एक समाजशास्त्रीय अभ्यास 

प्रा. सजेराि बोराडे  

सतीश प्रधान ज्ञानसाधना महाणिद्यालय, ठािे  

लेखसार  

जगामधे्य णलांगभेदाचे िगीकरि सामान्यपिे स्त्री आणि पुरुष या दोन गट्ातच केले जाते. परां तु समाजामधे्य काही 
घट्काांसाठी णलांग ही बाब गुांतागुांतीची असल्याचे णदसून येते. म्हिजे एखादी व्यक्ती शरीराने स्त्री असून मानणसकतेने पुरुष 

असतो. तर एखादी व्यक्ती शरीराने पुरुष असून मानणसकतेने स्त्री असते तर काही व्यक्ती ांना जन्मजात णमळालेले णलांग 

आिडत नसल्यामुळे णलांग बदल करून घेतात. परां तु समाज, धमम आणि कायद्याने त्ाांना आपले लैंणगक आचरि से्वचे्छने न 

करता, ठरिून णदलेल्या दुहेरी णलांग व्यिस्थेप्रमािेच करािे लागते.  त्ामुळे अशा LGBTQ समुदायाला मानितेचा दजाम 
नाकारला जात आहे.  भारतीय दांडसांणहत कलम ३७७ ने देखील त्ाांच्या मानितािादी दजामला नाकारले होते. परां तु कायद्याने 

मान्यता णमळूनही LGBTQ समुदायाला समाजामधे्य का स्वीकारत नाही? हे अभ्यासण्याचा प्रयत्न केला आहे. 

प्रस्तािना  
णिषम लैंणगकतेचा उपयोग स्त्री-पुरुषाांमधील दुहेरी लैंणगक प्रथाांचा सांदभम देण्यासाठी केला जात होता. जसे की तोांडी आणि 

गुद््दिारासांबांधीचा सांभोग सामान्य प्रजननक्षम सांभोगाच्याणिरुद्ध समलैंणगकता हा शब्द एकोणिसाव्या शतकाच्या उत्तराधामत 

युरोपमधे्य आला. हा शब्द समान णलांगाच्या सदस्ाांमधील लैंणगक उत्कट्तेचे ििमन करण्यासाठी िापरला जातो. िसाहतिादी 
कायद्याने समलैंणगक सांबांध अनैसणगमक घोणषत केले गेले. अनैसणगमक लैंणगक सांबांधाांिर बांदी घालिारे कायदे णिणट्श 

िसाहतिादी शक्तीद्वारे जगभर लादले गेले. णिश्चन बायबलच्या “सेक्स इज सीन” भूणमकेचा त्ािर खोलिर पररिाम होता. 
सामान्यतः  सहाव्या शतकात दगडात कोरून णहांदू मांणदरे बाांधण्यास सुरुिात झाली. बाराव्या आणि चौदाव्या शतकाच्या 
दरम्यान बाांधकामाने कळस घातला. जेव्हा पूिम आणि दणक्षि भारतातील पुरी आणि तांजोरसारखे भव्य पॅगोडा अस्तित्वात 

आले. या भव्य ििूांच्या णभांती आणि प्रिेशद्वारािर णिणिध प्रकारच्या प्रणतमा णदसतात. देि, देिी, राक्षस, अप्सरा, ऋषी, योद्धा, 
पे्रमी, पुजारी, राक्षस, डर ॅगन, िनस्पती आणि प्रािी यासांबांधी महाकाव्य आणि दांतकथा याांमधील कामुक प्रणतमा आढळतात. 

ज्ाांना आधुणनक िसाहतिादी कायदा अनैसणगमक मानतो आणि समाज अश्लील मानतो.  कुतूहलाची गोष्ट म्हिजे तत्सम 

प्रणतमा एकाच िेळी बाांधलेल्या बौद्ध आणि जैन धमामसारख्या मठातील प्राथमनागृहे आणि गुहा मांणदरेदेखील सुशोणभत करतात 

अथम आणि णनिमय बाजूला ठेिून या प्रणतमा आढळतात पि समणलांगी सांबांधाांची कल्पना आणि िसाहतिादी राज्कत्ाांनी 
ज्ाला अनैसणगमक सांभोग म्हट्ले ते भारतातही स्वीकारले होते.  

संशोधन पद्धती 
१) सांशोधन आराखडा - प्रिुत शोध णनबांधाांसाठी ितमनात्मक ि अने्वषिात्मक सांशोधन आराखड्याचा िापर करण्यात आला 
आहे. 

२) तथ्य सांकलनपद्धत - i) प्राथणमक तथ्य सांकलन - णनरीक्षि,   ii) दुय्यम तथ्य सांकलन - सांदभम पुिके, सांशोधन पेपर, 

णिणिध िेबसाईट् अशा दोन्ही तांत्ाांच्या साह्याने प्रिुत णिषयाच्या सांदभामत तथ्य सांकलन करण्यात आले आहे. 

३) सांशोधन पद्धत - प्रिुत शोध णनबांधाांसाठी गुिात्मक सांशोधन पद्धतीचा िापर करण्यात आला आहे. 

संशोधनाचा उदे्दश 

१) LGBTQ या समुदायाचा अथम अभ्यासिे/समजून घेिे.   

२) LGBTQ समुदायाच्या समस्ाांचा समाजशास्त्रीय दृणष्टकोनातून अभ्यास करिे.   

३) LGBTQ समुदायाच्या मानितेचा हक्क नाकारिारा भारतीय दांड सांणहतेतील कलम ३७७ अभ्यासिे.   

४) LGBTQ समुदायाच्या पुनिमसनातील शासनाची भूणमका अभ्यासिे. 

हिर्याचे हिशे्लर्ण 

सांशोधनासांबांधी सांकणलत तथ्यानुसार भारतीय दांड सांणहतेचे कलम ३७७ असांिैधाणनक असल्याचा युस्तक्तिाद करिाऱ्या नाज 

फाउांडेशन आणि एचआयव्ही/ एड्सग्रिाांसाठी काम करिाऱ्या एनजीओने न्यायालयासमोर जनणहत याणचकेनी केली. १८६१ 

पासून समलैंणगक सांबांधाांना अनैसणगमक ठरिून गुन्हा मानिारे कलम ३७७ कायद्याच्या पुिकात आहे. समणलांगाच्या 
व्यक्तीमधील सांमतीचे लैंणगक कृत्ाचे गुने्हगारीकरि म्हिून प्रभािीपिे व्याख्या करण्यात आली होती.  नाझ फाउांडेशनने 

जन णहत याणचकेत सादर केले, की हे कलम भारतीय सांणिधानाच्या कलम १४, १५, १९ आणि २१ अांतगमत हमी णदलेल्या 
मूलभूत अणधकाऱ्याांचे उल्लांघन करिारे आहे. कलम ३७७ मुळे समणलांगी समुदायाने अनुभिलेल्या भेदभािामुळे 

एचआयव्ही/एड्सचा प्रसार रोखण्याच्या कामात अडथळे येत असल्याच्या कारिािि सािमजणनक णहतासाठी ही कारिाई 
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करण्यात आली हा भेदभाि याणचकाकत्ाांनी सादर केला. मूलभूत मानिी हक्क नाकारण्यात गैरितमन छळ आणि 

सािमजणनक अणधकाऱ्याांकडून हले्ल अशाप्रकारे समणलांगी समुदाय भूणमगत होऊन त्ाांच्या मूलभूत अणधकाराचे उल्लांघन 

करण्यासाठी त्ाांना आजही असुरणक्षततेचा सामना करािा लागत आहे.  

हनष्कर्ष 
१) कलम ३७७ हे समणलांगी समुदायाबरोबर बालकाांशी सांमतीणिना गैरितमन आणि प्राण्याांबरोबर केलेले लैंणगक सांबांधाांना 
लागू होते. 

२) २४ ऑगस्ट २०१७ रोजी पुट्टस्वामी णिरुद्ध भारत सरकारच्या महत्त्वपूिम णनकाल पत्ात खाजगी आयुष्याचा घट्नात्मक 

अणधकार मान्य केला. 
३) एखाद्याने णनसगम णनयमाच्या णिरोधात जाऊन कोितीही लैंणगक कृती केल्यास त्ाला जन्मठेप णकां िा दहा िषामची णशक्षा 
देण्याची तरतूद करण्यात आली होती. 

४) लैंणगक अल्पसांख्याकाांना प्रत्क्ष णकां िा अप्रत्क्ष भेदभािाला सामोरे जािे लागत असेल तर त्ापासून त्ाांना सांरक्षि देिारा 
कायदा उपाय आहे पि अांमलबजाििी होत नाही. 

५) समणलांगीकाांना अनेकदा पोणलसाांकडे आपल्या तक्रारी घेऊन जाता येत नाही, कारि ३७७ कलमामुळे णपडीतािरही 
कारिाई होण्याची भीती होती कारि जनजागृती झाली नाही. 

६) अनेक राजकीय पक्षाांनी समलैंणगकाांच्या णिरोधात भूणमका घेतली होती. 

७) काही ांना समलैंणगक णििाहासाठी लढािे लागत आहे, काही ांना पालकत्वासाठी तर काही ांना भेदभािाणिरुद्ध त्ामुळे 

LGBTQ समाजात सुसूत्ता नाही. 

८) कलम ३७७ रद्द झाल्यामुळे सांपूिम LGBTQ समाजाला बाांधून ठेित होती ती चळिळ आता राणहली नाही. 

९) सुप्रीम कोट्ामच्या णनकालानांतर सांपूिम समुदायाला सांघट्ीत ठेिूिे आव्हानात्मक आहे यामुळे सामाणजक णिरोधाचा सामना 
करिे कठीि जात आहे. 

१०) भारतात णििाह करिे, आणि आपल्या समलैंणगक जोडीदाराची देखभाल करिे या नैसणगमक हक्काांबाबत आजही 
LGBTQ समुदायाला समाजाकडून मान्यता णमळाले नाही. 

११) ३७७ कलम फक्त समलैंणगकाांशीच सांबांणधत होता हा गैरसमज होता त्ामुळे मानिी हक्काांना णिरोध केला जात होता. 

उपाय  

समलैंणगकाांसांबांणधत सुधाररत कायद्याची काटे्कोरपिे अांमलबजाििी केली पाणहजे. LGBTQ समुदाय समाजाचा अणिभाज् 

घट्क आहे म्हिून मानितेच्या दृणष्टकोनातून त्ाांचा स्वीकार होिे गरजेचे आहे. भारतीय सांणिधानातील णिणिध तरतुदी ांचा 
आदरपूिमक स्वीकार करून LGBTQ समुदायाणिरुद्ध कोितीही अपमानजनक कृत् करू नये. सेिाभािी सांस्था आणि 

णिणिध सामाणजक चळिळीने LGBTQ समुदायाच्या सन्मानासाठी पुढे येऊन कायम करिे गरजेचे आहे. भारतीय 

न्यायव्यिस्था सिम समाजाला न्याय देत असते म्हिून LGBTQ समुदायाच्या दृणष्टकोनातून ६ सप्टेंबर २०१८ रोजी णदलेल्या 
ऐणतहाणसक णनकालाचा सिाांनी सन्मान करिे आिश्यक आहे. आरोग्यसेिा णकां िा णनिासाची णठकािी, णशक्षि आणि रोजगार  

िगैरे सांबांधी सिमसमािेशक असा (अँट्ी णडस्तिणमनेट्री) कायदा करुन LGBTQ समुदायाला न्याय णदला पाणहजे. 

भेदभािणिरणहत समाज व्यिस्था णनमामि करिे प्रते्क नागररकाची जबाबदारी आहे याची जाणिि जागृत करिे महत्त्वाचे 

आहे. 

सारांश 

कलम ३७७ च्या अस्तित्वामुळे भारतातील समणलांगी आणि ट्र ान्सजेंडर समुदायाचा छळ आणि भेदभािामुळे भारततीय 

घट्नेतील मूलभूत अणधकातील समानतेच्या अणधकारासह णदलेल्या हमीिर समणलांगी समुदायाच्या अणधकारािर पररिाम 

झाला. भेदभाि न करण्याचा अणधकार, िैयस्तक्तक गोपीनीयतेचा अणधकार, जगण्याचा अणधकार, स्वातांत्र्याचा अणधकार आणि 

आरोग्याचा अणधकार यापासून िांणचत झाला आहे. कलम ३७७  रद्द झाल्यानांतर समलैंणगकता हा गुन्हा न ठरिता त्ाांना दुहेरी 
णलांगाप्रमािेच त्ाांनादेखील कायदेशीरपिे स्थान णमळाले आहे परां तु त्ाांना समाजात समान दजाम ि समान िागिूक अजूनही 
णमळाली नाही ही ििुस्तस्थती आजही समाजात आहे. 
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LGBTQIA+ समुदायाचे िक्क आहण भारतीय समाज व्यिस्था यांचा समाजशास्त्रीय अभ्यास 

डॉ. जान्हिी सुबोध थोरात 

समाजशास्त्र णिभाग, सणतश प्रधान ज्ञानसाधना कॉलेज ठािे, मुांबई 

१. प्रस्तािना 
समान गरजाच्या पूतमतेतून समुदायाची णनणममती होते. एकूि मानिी समुदायाचे तीन णिभाग पडतात. जसे आणदिासी समुदाय, 
ग्रामीि समुदाय आणि शहरी समुदाय. या णतन्ही समुदायाचा सखोल अभ्यास केल्याणशिाय मानिी समाजाचा अभ्यास 
पूिमत्वाकडे जात नाही पि हे पूिमत्व अपुरे आहे कारि चौथा समुदाय समाजात अस्तित्वात येत आहे तो म्हिजे LGBTQIA+ 
समुदाय. LGBTQIA+ म्हिजे लेस्तियन, गे, बायसेकु्शअल आणि ट्र ान्सजेंडर. काही िेळा Queer साठी Q, Asexual साठी 
A, Intersex साठी I आणि टु्-स्तस्पररट्साठी + जोडले जाते. 

‘I’ लेस्बियन 

एक स्त्री णजथे शारीररक ि मानणसक आकषमि ही दुसरी स्त्री असते. 

‘B’ समलैंहगक 

एक पुरूष मनाने शरीराने दुसऱ्या पुरूषाांकडे आकम षला जातो. 

‘G’ उभयहलंगी 
शी व्यक्ती ज्ाला दोन्ही णलांगाच्या सदस्ाांबद्दल शारीररक, मानणसक आकषमि असते. 

‘T’ 
ट्र ान्सजेंन्डर ज्ा लोकाांची ओळख णलांगाशी होते णकां िा णलांग अणभव्यक्ती जन्मत: णनणश्चत होते. 

Q-Queer 

िीकर याचा अथम प्रश्न करण्यासाठी असू शकतो जसे की, अजून ही एखाद्याच्या लैंणगकतेचा शोध घेिे. स्व पृष्टी करिारी सांज्ञा 
आहे. 

काही लोकाांमधे्य िापरले जािारे णिशे्लषि आहे. ज्ाांचे लैंणगक प्रिृत्ती केिळ णभन्न णलांगी णकां िा सरळ नसते. अमे्ब्रला ट्मममधे्य 
याचा समािेश होतो. 

I- इंर्रसेक्स 

तगमत प्रजनन अियि आणि गुिसूत्ाांसह एक णकां िा अणधक जन्मजात लैंणगक िैणशष्टये असल्याने त्ाांचे णिशे्लषि नर णकां िा 
मादी या पारांपररक सांकल्पनेच्या बाहेर जाते. 

A- अलैंहगक (Asexual) 

ज्ाांना लैंणगक आकषमि कमी असते णकां िा नसते. लैंणगक सांबध णनमामि करण्याची इच्छा होत नाही. 

‘+’ प्लस 

याचा अद्याप पूिमपिे अथम साांगता येत नाही. सिम णलांग ओळख आणि लैंणगक अणभमुखता दशमिण्यासाठी प्लस ‘+’ िापरला 
जातो. 

२.  संशोधनाची उहद्दषे्ट् 

१.   LGBTQIA+ समुदायाचा अभ्यास करिे. 

२.   LGBTQIA+ समुदायाच्या हक्काांचा अभ्यास करिे. 

३.   सद्य भारतीय समाजव्यिस्था त्ाांना मानितेचा हक्क देईल का याचे णचणकत्सक अध्ययन करिे. 
३.   संशोधन पद्धत 

३.१.   संशोधन आराखडा 
प्रिुत शोध णनबांधासाठी ििमनात्मक ि अने्वषिात्मक सांशोधन आराखडयाचा िापर करण्यात आला आहे. 

३.२.   संशोधन प्रकार 

णमश्र सांशोधन पद्धतीचा िापर म्हिजे सांख्यात्मक ि गुिात्मक सांशोधन पद्धतीचा िापर करण्यात आला आहे. 
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३.३.   नमुना हनिड 

गैरसांभाव्य नमुना णनिड पद्धतीतील सहेतूक नमुना णनिड पद्धतीचा िापर करून महाणिद्यालयातील ०५ प्राध्यापकाांच्या 
मुलाखती घेऊन तथ्य सांकलन करण्यात आले. 

३.४.   तथ्य संकलन (Data Collection) 

i)  प्राथहमक तथ्य संकलन 

मुलाखत, मुक्त प्रश्नािलीच्या माध्यमातून माणहती सांकणलत करण्यात आली. 

ii)  दुय्यम तथ्य संकलन 

सांदभम पुिके, माणसके, इांट्रनेट्, सांशोधनात्मक लेख इत्ादी ांचा िापर करून तथ्य सांकणलत करण्यात आले. 
४.   सैद्धांहतक दृष्ट्ीकोन 

LGBTQIA+ समुदायाचे हक्क आणि भारतीय समाजव्यिस्था अभ्यासत असताना “सामाणजक िांणचततेचा णसद्धाांत तांतोतांत 
लागू होतो कारि सामाणजक, आणथमक, राजकीय, कायमपद्धतीमधे्य सहभागी होण्याची अक्षमता म्हिजे सामाणजक िांणचतता 
होय.” ही सामाणजक िांणचतता LGBTQIA+ समुदायात णदसून येते. कुटू्ांब, समाज, कायदा त्ाांना णिकासाच्या मुख्य 
प्रिाहापासून जािीिपूिमक िांणचत ठेित असल्याचे लक्षात येते. म्हिून त्ाांना समाजाच्या मुख्य प्रिाहात आिण्यासाठी 
अणभमानाने, समानतेचे मािुसकीचे जीिन त्ाांना प्राप्त होण्यासाठी सामाणजक िांणचततेचा णसद्धाांत याचा सखोल णिचार करिे 
उणचत ठरते. 

५.  LGBTQIA+ समुदायाचे िक्क 

प्रिुत सांशोधन णिषयाचा मूळ हेतू प्राप्त होण्यासाठी त्ाांच्या पररस्तस्थतीची योग्य पडताळिी ि मूल्यमापन करता येण्यासाठी 
मानिी सामाणजक ि आणथमक णनदेशाांक घट्काांची माांडिी करून या समुदायाची स्तस्थती ि हक्क यािर योग्य अभ्यासपूिम 
णिशे्लषि करण्यात आले आहे. सामाणजक णनदेशाांक घट्काांमधे्य लोकसांख्या (Population), धमम (Religion), समानता 
(Equality), जीिनासांबांधी अपेक्षा (Life Expectancy), घराचा मालकी हक्क (Housing Ownership), आत्महत्ाांचा दर 
(Suicide Rate), सामाणजक सुरक्षा (Public Pretention) हे घट्क प्रमािभूत मानून सामाणजक स्तस्थती या समुदायाची 
लक्षात येते की, या समुदायाची लोकसांख्या कमी आहे. पररिामी हे लोक एकत् येऊन मोठा लढा आपल्या हक्काांसाठी देत 
नाहीत. समानता, सामाणजक दजाम, सामाणजक सुरक्षा नाही. शैक्षणिक िराचा णिचार कसा या समुदायात उच्च णशक्षिाचा 
अभाि आहे. या णशक्षिाबरोबर ताांणत्क णशक्षि, व्यािसाणयक प्रणशक्षि याबाबत हा समुदाय िांणचत असलेला णदसून येतो. 
आरोग्य सुणिधाांचा अभाि ते राहात असलेल्या िणडलोपाणजमत घर त्ाचा हक्क नाही. प्रते्क िरािर हीन िागिूक णमळत 
असल्याने या समुदायात आत्महते्चे प्रमािही णदसून येते. 

या समुदायाची ही सामाणजक स्तस्थती सुधारण्यासाठी सामाणजक णनदेशाांक घट्काांतील सिम घट्क प्राप्त करण्याचा त्ाचा 
हक्क आहे. 

सामाणजक णनदेशाांक घट्काांबरोबर आणथमक स्तस्थती साांगिे काही आणथमक णनदेशाांक घट्क ही आहे. जे या समुदायाच्या 
आणथमक स्तस्थतीिर प्रकाश ट्ाकते यात खचम, दरडोई माणसक खचम Per Capita Monthly Expenditure), अथम उत्पादनाची 
साधने (Income Sources), दाररद्रय (Poverty), व्यिसाय (Labour Employment), साक्षरता गुिोत्तर (Literacy 
Ration), प्राथणमक गरजाांची पूतमता सुणिधा (Primary Needs Facilities) या घट्कािरून आणथमक स्तस्थती लक्षात येते. सिम 
आणथमक घट्कात LGBTQIA+ समुदाय मागे आहे. पररिामी हा समुदाय उपेणक्षत िांणचताचे जीिन जगत आहे ही आणथमक 
स्तस्थती सुधारण्याचा त्ाांना मुलभूत हक्क आहे. कायदा न्यायव्यिस्था ही या समुदायाची भक्कम आधार देिाऱ्या असाव्यात. 
६.   भारतीय समाजव्यिस्था 
णलांगभेद, जातीयिाद, धममिाद, णपतृसत्ताक कुटू्ांब पद्धती, प्रादेणशकिाद, साांप्रदाणयकता असलेला भारत देश या समुदायाला 
समानतेची िागिूक देण्यात यशस्वी होईल का हा प्रश्न उपस्तस्थत राहतो. गुने्हगारी, भ्रष्टाचार, दहशतिाद, बेकारी, महागाई, 
जागणतक महामारी, युद्धाचे सािट् असलेला भारतीय समाज जो णिकसनशील देशात मोडतो. तो देश या समुदायाला मािूस, 
व्यक्ती म्हिून कसा स्वीकारेल ही शांका येते. 

हनष्कर्ष 
१.   LGBTQIA+ समुदायातील लोकाांनी आपल्यािर होिाऱ्या अन्यायाणिरोधी आिाज उांचािला पाणहजे. 

२.   एकजुट्ीने एकत् येऊन हक्कासाठी सांघषम केला पाणहजे. 

३.   समाज, सामाणजक सांस्था, पोणलस कायदा, न्यायव्यिस्थेने ही या समाजाला योग्य न्याय ि िागिूक देिे गरजेचे आहे. 

४.   या समुदाय कुटु्ांबाांनी त्ाचा स्वीकार करून आत्मबल त्ाच्यात िाढिले पाणहजे. 
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५.   राजकीय के्षत्ात उच्च पद प्राप्त करून हक्काांसाठी सते्तिर येिे गरजेचे आहे. 

६.   या समुदायातील लोकाांचे योग्य पद्धतीने मानणसक समुपदेशन झाले पाणहजे. 

७.   समाजातील प्रते्क व्यक्तीने या समुदायाच्या लोकाांमधे्य एकात्मतेची भािना रूजिली पाणहजे. 

८.   सिम के्षत्ात मानितेचा दजाम देऊन त्ाचा ही कायामचे कौतुक करािे लागेल. 

९.   शैक्षणिक, आरोग्य, नागरी सुणिधा मुबलक प्रमािात णमळून त्ाांच्यात आत्मणिश्वास णनमामि होिे गरजेचे आहे. 

१०.   समानतेची िागिूक णमळाली पाणहजे. 

समारोप 

सिम समािेशक भारतीय समाजाची णनणममती करण्यासाठी LGBTQIA+ समुदायातील लोकाांनी हक्कासाठी सांघषम करािा ही 
काळाची गरज आहे. णलांगभेद, जाणतभेद, धमम भेदामधे्य गुांतलेला समाज त्ाांना णकतपत न्याय देतो हे जािून घेिे महत्त्वाचे 
ठरते. 
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समविांगी अिुर्र्वाचे अांतः प्रर्वाह उिगडणारी – वमत्राची गोष्ट 

डॉ. माधुरी पाथरकर 

सहयोगी प्राȯापक, मराठी विभाग, सतीश प्रधान ਒ानसाधना महाविȨालय, ठाणे 

िेखसार  
समवलंगी संबंधाचे मराठी सावहȑामȯे वचत्रण ͛͘͠͞-͜͞ साली वििय तेंडुलकरांनी आपʞा वमत्राची गोʼ नाਨसंवहतेमȯे 
केलेले आहे. ਛा काळात समवलंगी संबंधाबȞल उघड बोलणं वशʼसंमत मानलं िात नसे तेʬा प्रिमच इतक्या विˑाराने 
वमत्राची गोʼ या नाटकात तेंडुलकरांनी याविषयािर नाਨरूपात मांडणी केलेली आहे. समवलंगी ही नैसवगाक अि̾िा आहे. 
काही ʩक्ीनंा समवलंगी ʩक्ीचं आकषाण िाटू शकते. समवलंग असणा̴या िोन ʩक्ीਉंा लैंवगक संबंधांना समवलंगी 
संबंध असे ʉणतात. सिासामाɊपणे ˓ी-पुरुषांना एकमेकांबȞल आकषाण िाटते ʉणिेच तो ȑांचा लैंवगक अग्रक्रम 
असतो. ȑाचप्रमाणे ˓ीला ˓ीबȞल आकषाण िाटते. सहिास आवण पुढे सहिीिन ʩतीत करािेसे िाटते. ही एक शरीराची 
ि मनाची अि̾िा आहे. ȑाकाळी समािाने या संबंधाला माɊता विलेली नसʞामुळे अशा ʩक्ीचंी सामाविक, मानवसक 
आवण कौटंुवबक घुसमट झाली ȑाचे वचत्रण वििय तेंडुलकर यांनी ͙͘͟͠ साली या नाटकात केलेले आहे.  

͘͘͟͠ साली रंगमंवचत झालेʞा वमत्राची गोʼ  झालेʞा नाਨसंवहतेचा वचवकȖक अɷास कर਻ाचा प्रयȉ केलेला आहे. 
वमत्राची गोʼ हे नाटकही काळाਉा खूप पुढे होते. या नाटकातील पात्र-पात्रसंबंध, वनिेिनपȠती, प्रोटॅगॉवनː पात्र आवण 
पात्रविवशʼ भाषा या घटकांਉा आधारे प्रˑुत नाटकात वििय तेंडुलकरांनी समािचौकटीपेक्षा िेगळी कृती करणा̴ यांਉा 
िग਻ाचा घेतलेला िेध आवण प्र̾िावपत समािाचा ȑांਉाकडे बघ਻ाचा असलेला ̊वʼकोन यांचा शोध घे਻ाचा प्रˑुत 
शोधवनबंधात प्रयȉ केलेला आहे.  

कें द्रर्वती सांज्ञा: समवलंगी संबंध, प्रोटॅगॉवनː पात्र, वनिेिनपȠती, नाਨगत घटना, पात्र-पात्रसंबंध.   

वििय तेंडुलकर यांनी आपʞा लेखनप्रिासात अनेक नाटके, एकांवकका, बालिाਂय, अनुिावित सावहȑ वलवहले. तरीही 
ȑांनी आपले लेखन विवशʼ, ता਽ावलक, प्रचवलत प्रʲापुरतेच सीवमत ठेिलेले नाही तर आपʞा सावहȑकृतीतूंन मानिी 
िीिनातील मूलभूत झगਰाकडून ȑा झगਰाਉा सामाविक, कौटंुवबक, मानवसक पाळामुळांपयांत ते खोलिर िातात. 
माणसाला िुभंगून टाकणा̴या िुुः खभोगातील अटळपणाचे वचत्रण करतात. प्रˑुत शोधवनबंधात िोन मैवत्रणीਉंा समवलंगी 
अनुभिांची कहाणी, समवलंगी सहिास आवण ȑातून वनमााण होणारी भयाण शोकांवतका ʉणिे 'वमत्राची गोʼ' या ȑांਉा 
नाटकाचा वचवकȖक अɷास केलेला आहे.  

समवलंगी संबंधांबȞल उघड बोलणे ਛा काळात िुरापाˑ होते तेʬा मराठीत प्रिमच इतक्या विˑाराने ͛͘͠͞-͜͞ साली 
'वमत्राची गोʼ' हे नाटक वििय तेंडुलकरांनी वलहीले. या नाटकाचा पवहला प्रयोग ऑगː ͘͘͟͠ रोिी गडकरी रंगायतन ठाणे 
येिे सािर केला आवण ͙͘͟͠ साली नीलकंठ प्रकाशन, पुणे यांनी वतची पवहली आिृȅी प्रकावशत केलेली आहे. तर िुसरी 
आिृȅी ͙͗͗͜ साली पॉɗुलर प्रकाशनने प्रकावशत केली ि पुनमुाद्रण ͙͗͘͟ साली केले. ਛा काळात समवलंगी संबंधाविषयी 
विचार केला िात नʬता इतकेच नʬे तर या विषयाची िाਉताही केली िात नसे ȑा सामाविक पररस्̾ितीत तेंडुलकरांनी हे 
नाटक वलवहलं. सुवमत्रा, ʉणिे वमत्रा आवण नमा या मैवत्रणीचंी ही गोʼ आहे. एका पुरूषाला ˓ीबȞल िे काही िाटू शकतं 

ʉणिे संरक्षण कर਻ापासून ते शरीरसुखाਉा ओढीपयांत, ते सारं वमत्राला नमाबȞल िाटू लागते. िोघी ििळ येतात पण 
समािाची अशा संबंधांना ˢीकारायची मानवसकता नʬती. वमत्राची प्रचंड घुसमट होते आवण शेिटी सिा संपि਻ािाचून 
वतਉासमोर अɊ कुठला पयााय उरत नाही, असे या नाटकाचे िोडक्यात आशयसूत्र आहे. 

रचिाबांध 

वमत्राची गोʼ मȯे ‘किन’ ि ‘प्रके्षपण’ (नॅरेशन ि प्रोिेक्शन ) असा किनाȏक नाਨबंध िापरलेला आहे. नाटकातील 
घटनाक्रम बापूਉा पे्रक्षकांशी होणा̴या संिािातून उलगडत िातो. सिर नाटकाची रचना तीन अंकी असून ते सकृतिशानी  
कॉलेिमधील एका पे्रमकहाणीचे रूप िाटते. प्रˑुत नाटकात बापू, वमत्रा, नमा ही कें द्रिती पाते्र असून मɊा आवण पांडे ही 
साहाʊक पाते्र ʉणता येतील. या पाच पात्रांਉा उस्क्कृतीतूंन अवभʩक् होणारं हे नाटक ‘िोन ˓ी-पात्रांचे समवलंगी 
लैंवगक संबंध’ या सूत्राभोिती गंुफलेले आहे. अिाात, माणूस, ȑाचे शरीर ि मन, ȑाचा अहंभाि पण ȑाचबरोबर ȑाचे कुटंुब, 
कुटंुवबयांबरोबर असलेले नातेसंबंध आवण प्रसंगी विसणारी वनरिाकता आवण पयाायाने येणारा एकाकीपणा या सा̴याचे वचंतन 
नाटककार नाਨगत घटनाप्रसंगातून साकार करतात. 

प्रˑुत नाटकात कें द्र̾िानी वमत्रा (सुवमत्रा िेि) ही वनवभाड मुलगी, पुरूषी िृȅीची आहे. वमत्राचा वििाभािाचा सखा बापू 
(श्रीकांत मराठे) आवण नमा ही नािूक, लािरी अगिी वतਉा विरूȠ ˢभािाची ˓ीप्रवतमा आहे. या तीन पात्रांभोिती 
नाटकाचे मु৥ किानक गंुफलेले आहे. (सुवमत्रा)वमत्रासाठी हपापणारा पांडे, िो बापूचा रूम पाटानर आवण नमािर पे्रम 
असणारा िळिी (मɊा) ही साहाʊक पाते्र असून या पात्रांਉा वक्रयाप्रवतवक्रयांतून नाਨरूप साकार होते. मानिी लैंवगक 
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नातेसंबंधातील गंुतागंुत आवण माणसाचे ʩस्क्गत सȇ, ȑाचे सामाविक अस्ˑȕ, या िोहोतंील ताण – तणाि याविषयीचे 
वचंतन नाटकात येते. बापू हा या नाटकातील सिासाक्षी पात्र. वकंबहुना ȑाਉा निरेतूनच आपʞा नाਨगत घटना कळतात, 
िाखिʞा िातात. 

वमत्राच्या अपारांपररक स्वत्वाचा शोध  

नाटकाਉा आरंभी बापू (श्रीकांत मराठे) हे अठरा ते िीस िषााचे पात्र िाचक-पे्रक्षकांना वमत्राची (सुवमत्रा) पे्रमकहाणी 
सांग਻ास सुरुिात करते. वतਉा िेहिैवश̽ਨांपासून ते ˢभाििैवश̽ਨापयांत वतचे संपूणा ʩक्ीवचत्र रेखाटतो. पवहʞा 
अंकातच िोघांची मैत्री झालेली विसते. वमत्रा ही बापूला िाˑ खरी आवण िेगळी िाटते. वतला पडणारे प्रʲ ती बापूला 
विचारते, वकंबहुना ती ˢतुः लाच विचारत असते – आपʞाला कोण घडिून पाठितो? आपण असतो तसे का असतो? काय 
ʉणून आपण आपलेच गुलाम असणार? (पृ.͞)  आवण वतਉातील प्रʲांची उȅर वतलाच शोधािी लागणार याची िाणीिही 
वतला होते – आपली आपʞालाच उȅरं शोधािी लागतात. कुणी नाही मित करू शकत. एकਨानंच असायचं असतं. (पृ.͟)  
या संिािातूनच वमत्राला वतਉातील िेगʨा शारीर-मानवसक भािनांची िाणीि झाली आहे हे ˙ʼ होते. ȑा शोधाਉा 
पवहʞा पायरीिर असतानाच ती लৰाचा विचारही करून बघ਻ाचा प्रयȉ करते. पण आपण यासाठी नाही हे वतला पुनुः  
पुɎा िाणिते. याच काळात वमत्रा आȏहȑा कर਻ाचा अयशˢी प्रयȉ करते. बापूला मात्र ȑाचा अिा लागत नाही. बापूचा 
रूम पाटानर, ˢतुः ला ȑाचा गावडायन समिणारा पांडे, ȑाला वमत्रािरून वचडितो. सिा कॉलेिलाच ȑांਉा मैत्रीचं आʮया 
िाटतं. पांडेच बापूला वमत्राਉा आȏहȑेਉा प्रयȉाची बातमी िेतो. बापू हतबुȠ होतो. ȑाचा विʷास बसत नाही. तो वतला 
पाहायला नवसांग होममȯे िातो तेʬा ȑाला वतचा चेहरा ‘अभाका’सारखा भासतो. नंतर काही वििसांनी वमत्रा पुɎा बापूला 
भेटते. िरकरणी वतਉात काहीही बिल विसत नाही, पण ती बापूला नॉमाल िाटत नाही.  

वमत्रा बापूला वतਉातील वतला िाणिलेले िेगळेपण ʉणिे ˓ी ʉणून वतला पुरुषांविषयी काहीच िाटत नाही – ना शारीररक 
ना मानवसक हे मोकळेपणाने सांगते. पुरूष वमत्र असािा असं िाटतं पण ȑापवलकडे काहीच नाही. आवण वतला हे काहीतरी 
चौकटीबाहेरचं, चाकोरीबाहेरचं आहे याची िाणीि नाटकाਉा पवहʞा अंकातच झालेली िाखिलेली आहे. ती िेʬा िेʬा 
अˢ̾ि होते तेʬा वसगारेट ओढते. समािमाɊ चौकटीला नाकारणं हेच नाटककाराला या उस्क्कृतीतून िाखिायचं आहे. 
हे समािमाɊ ˓ीप्रवतमेला िेि िेणारे आहे. तेंडुलकरांनी वनवमालेले सुवमत्रा हे प्रोटॅगॉवनː ˓ीपात्र हे पारंपररक 
समािचौकटीतील नाही. वतला पुरूषांबȞल कोणतेही आकषाण िाटत नाही. वतला मुलांचे खेळ आिडतात, मुलांबरोबर 
खेळ਻ात वतला कोणताच संकोच वकंिा पुरुषांविषयी ˓ीसुलभ भय िाटत नाही. हे सगळे प्र̾िावपत पुरुषप्रधान 
समािʩि̾िेਉा विरूȠ होते. याची िाणीि वतला आवण वतਉा कुटंुवबयांना झालेली होती. पण ȑाਉाशी सामना कसा 
करायचा वकंिा ȑािर मात करून ȑातून ‘सहीसलामत’ बाहेर कसं पडायचं हे ȑांना कळत नʬतं. सुवमत्रापेक्षाही ȑांना हे 
िाˑ वचंतािनक िाटतं. वकंबहुना ‘लोक काय ʉणतील?’ हा बागुलबुिा कायम वतਉासमोर उभा केला गेला. नाटकाਉा 
पवहʞा अंकात ती या प्रʲांਉा उȅरांचा शोध घे਻ास सुरुिात करते. बापूला सांगत असताना िणू ती ˢतुः शी पुनुः पुɎा ती 
सिा घटनाक्रम, मानवसक गंुता उलगड਻ाचा प्रयȉ करते. बापू ʉणिे िणू वतची नेणीि आहे. ਛाਉाििळ ती आपʞा सिा 
मानवसक आवण लैंवगक भािभािनांचे पापुदे्र पुɎापुɎा तपासून पाहते. आवण तोही फक् साक्षीिार होतो ȑा वतਉा 
शोधप्रिासाचा, अˢ̾ितेचा!  

 वमत्राਉा या घुसमटीला गॅिररंगਉा नाटकातील पुरूष पात्राਉा भूवमकेने िाट वमळते. पुरूष पाटा करायला उफाਰाची 
मुलगी हिी असते आवण ȑांना ती वमत्रामȯे सापडते. पांडेला ती आिडत असते. पांडे वतला भूवमकेविषयी विचारतो आवण 
ती होकार िेते – एिीतेिी सगʨा िग਻ाचंच नाटक झालंय, मग सरळ नाटक का नको? (पृ.͙͙) असा विचार करून वमत्रा 
घरापासून लांब राह਻ाਉा वनवमȅाने नाटकात पुरषपात्र साकारते. पुरूषिेशातील वमत्रा आवण नावयका नमा िेशमुख 
यांਉातील प्रणयप्रसंगानंतर वमत्रा नमामȯे गंुतत िाते. वतला नािूक, बाहुलीसारखी नमा आिडू लागते. पण वतचा वप्रयकर-

वमत्र असलेʞा मɊा िळिीला ती खटकते. पांडेला मात्र वमत्रा कलेिेका फालुिा करनेिाली  िाटते. पण वमत्राला मात्र – 
पुरूषाबȞल िाटायला पावहिे – तसं काहीतरी ......मलाच एका मुलीबȞल िाटलं – (पृ. ͙͞).......... लुटूपुटीचा लʬसीन 
चालला होता ! ȑा रात्री मला सिा लৡ विसलं. मला पुरूष नको. मला ˓ी हिी. मी वनराळी आहे. वनराळी. (पृ. ͙͟) 
पवहʞा अंकाਉा अखेरीस वतला वतਉातील या िेगळेपणाची पूणा िाणीि होते इतकेच नʬे तर ती बापूकडे नमासोबत 
एकांतात काही काळ घालि਻ासाठी खोलीची मागणी करते. 

वमत्राचा स्वसुखाच्या पूणभत्वाचा ध्यास आवण प्रर्वास  
िुस̴या अंकात वमत्राਉा लक्षात येते, की वतਉा मनात नमाविषयी असणारी भािना अवधकावधक तीव्र झालेली आहे. आवण 
आता वतला तशी सुटू िेणार नाही. बापूला वमत्राविषयी मैत्रीभािनेਉा पवलकडे िाˑ काहीतरी िाटते, वमत्रा नमाਉा बाबतीत 
आक्रमक होते आवण पांडे वमत्रासाठी तडफडत होता. मɊाला नमाला गमिायचं नʬतं. असा सगळा नाȑांचा गंुता, 
मानवसक ताण-तणाि िुस̴या अंकात वटपेला िातात. बापू पांडेला सांगतो – ती होमो आहे. ʉणिे मुलीच आिडणारी - (पृ. 
͛͞). वमत्रा आवण नमा यांਉातील नाȑाला बापूਉा खोलीत आकार येऊ लागतो. खरं तर वमत्राच तो आपʞा मनाप्रमाणे िेत 
असते. मɊाला कळतं आवण तो नमाला घेऊन िा਻ासाठी खोलीत येतो आवण िाता िाता वमत्राला – यू ɰडी लेस्˜यन 
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वबच यू....आय विल वकल यू! (पृ. ͛͠) असं ʉणतो. मɊा िळिी प्र̾िावपत समािʩि̾िेचं प्रतीक आहे. एखािी ˓ी 
आपʞा पे्रयसी-मैवत्रणीला आपʞा डोʨािेखत वहरािून नेते आवण आपʞा पुरुषी अहंकाराला वडिचते हे ȑाला सहन 
होत नाही. यामुळे मɊा वहंसक आवण आक्रमक होतो. िेगळी कृती करणा̴ यांना, िेगळा विचार करणा̴ यांना आिही 
समािात िागा नाही. माणसाचं माणूसपणच समाि नाकारतो. ȑाला माणूस ʉणून ȑाचं िीिन ȑाਉा पȠतीनं िग਻ाचा 
पूणा अवधकार आहे, हे समाि लक्षातच घेत नाही. िेगळे विचार ऐकून घे਻ाचीच मुळी समािाची तयारी नसते. मग ते 
समिून घे਻ाची बातच सोडा. मɊा िळिी हे प्र̾िावपत समािʩि̾िेचं प्रतीक ʉणून नाटकात येतो. तेंडुलकर यांनी 
िाखिलेलं िाˑि ˢीकार਻ाची आिही समािाची फारशी तयारी नाही. काळाਉा अंतरानं समाि अिूनही बिललेला 
नाही. िाˑविक या नाटकात तीन पुरूषप्रवतमा येतात – बापू (श्रीकांत मराठे) – िो वमत्राला सतत साहाʊ करत असतो, 
िुसरा वमत्रासाठी हपापणारा पांडे आवण नमािर पे्रम असणारा मɊा िळिी, िो सतत वमत्राचा Ȫेष, राग करणारा. समाि-

संˋृतीचा रक्षक. िे ˓ीकडे एक िˑू ʉणूनच बघतात. 

मɊाਉा या प्रवतवक्रयेमुळे वमत्राਉा निरेत ʷापिाची चमक विसते. वमत्रा अक्राळविक्राळ रूप घेते. ˢतुः चे डोके आपटून 
घेते, कपडा टराटरा फाडते. आवण अखेर विकल होते. नमा मɊाਉा मागे वनघून गेʞाने वमत्राला िाईट िाटतं, वतची वकळस 
िाटते. पण तरीही वमत्रा आवण नमा पुनुः पुɎा मɊाਉा नकळत भेटत राहतात. नमा मɊा आवण वमत्रा िोघांबरोबरही संबंध 
िप਻ाचा केविलिाणा प्रयȉ करतच राहाते. वमत्राची सȑस्̾िती समोर आʞािर पांडे िूर वनघून िातो. मɊा आवण वमत्रा 
िोघंही बापूची खोली िापरतात. अखेर बापू ˢतुः ची खोली सोडून वनघून िातो. आवण कणखरपणे वमत्राला सांगतो. ਛाला ती 
िगड, कासि, घुबड अशी संबोधने लाित असते. िुस̴या अंकाਉा शेिटी बापूमȯे होणारा बिल वमत्रालाही िाणितो. 
तेंडुलकरांਉा नाटकांतून प्रकटलेʞा िीिनमूʞांनी त̂कालीन पारंपररक िीिनमूʞांना आʬान विले. ȑांनी िे नातेसंबंध 
वचतारले ȑांमधून परंपरागत नातेसंबंधापुढे प्रʲवचɎ उभे केले. 

वमत्राचा अांताकडे प्रर्वास  
वतस̴या अंकात नमाला वमत्रापासून सुटका हिी आहे. कारण वमत्रा ˢतुः ला हिं तसं नमाशी िागते. ˢावमȕाਉा भािनेने 
वतला िापरते. वतਉा मनाचा विचारच करत नाही. इिे वमत्रा आता वपतृसȅाक ʩि̾िेचेच एक रूप होते. आवण िसं मɊा 
िागतो तसंच वमत्रा नमाबरोबर िागते. िोघांमȯे काहीच फरक नमाला िाणित नाही. हे नमाला अस˨ होतं आवण ती 
वतਉाशी असलेले नातेसंबंध तोडून वनघून िा਻ाचा वनणाय घेते. वमत्राला हे कळतं तेʬा ती – नमाला आता माਟापासून 
सुटणंच शक्य नाही. ..........मनात आणलं तर मी वतचं वकतीही नुकसान करू शकेन. (पृ. ͝͞).  

या उȜारांतून वमत्राला नमाविषयी िाटणा̴या विवचत्र, अनािर ओढीचे, आक्रमक ˢावमȕ-भािनेचे, नमापायी होणा̴या 
वमत्राਉा तडफडीचे, तगमगीचे, वतਉा उɉȅ उफाळ਻ाचे ि विकल कोळप਻ाचे संवमश्र िशान घडते. एकीकडून 
अक्राळविक्राळ िशान तर ȑाचिेळी श्रांत स्खɄ िशान िाचकपे्रक्षकांना हतबुȠ करते. बापूलाही आता वमत्राबȞल आ̾िा 
िाटत नाही कारण ȑाला हेच कळत नाही की, कुणीही कुणाला िˑू समिून खेळ कसं मांडू शकतं. 

बापूसुȠा वमत्राबरोबरचे सिा संबंध तोडून टाकतो. या ȑाਉा ितानाने वमत्रा िुखािली िाते. वतला कॉलेिमधून रस्ːकेट 
कर਻ात येतं. ती वतਉा कुटंुबापासून तुटते. पण िेʬा बापूही वतला िुराितो तेʬा ती ख̴या अिााने खचते. कारण बापू हा 
केिळ वमत्र नसतो तर तो वतਉासाठी ‘आई’ झालेला असतो. िे वमत्रा इतर कोणाशीही बोलत नाही ते ती बापूििळ बोलत 
असे. अखेरीस बापूनेही िूर केʞािर वमत्रा ख̴या अिााने एकटी पडते. ती अखेर ऑवफससा क्लबमȯे िाते....वतिे विलायती 
वपणं आवण ऑवफससासोबत िाणं हा वतचा िीिनप्रिास होतो. हे पांडेच बापू आवण मɊाला सांगतो आवण वमत्राचे बिललेले 
रूप िाखितो तेʬा वमत्राਉा या ितानाला आपण तर िबाबिार नाही ना? या विचाराने बापू विमनˋ, बेचैन होतो. 
आपʞामुळे वमत्राची अधोगती झाली हा विचार तो वनकराने मनातून बाहेर काढायचा प्रयȉ करतो ि ˢतुः ਉा नʩा िैनंविन 
िीिनाला सुरुिात करतो. पण िेʬा वमत्रा आȏहȑा करते आवण कायमची संपून िाते. तेʬा मात्र बापू अˢ̾ि होतो. 
आवण अखेर गुड৽ात डोकं खुपसून बसतो अशी रंगसूचना येते. 

समारोप  
वमत्राइतकेच इतर पात्रांचे अि̾िांतर आवण ȑांਉा रौद्र-शांत लाटांचे िशान नाटककार समिापणे घडवितात. वमत्रांकडे 
अनाम ओढीने ओढला गेलेला, चक्रािलेला ि नंतर बांधला गेला बापू, पण सुरुिातीला असाहाʊपणे वमत्राला साि िेणारा, 
नंतर वतਉापासून िूर झालेला आवण अखेर आपʞामुळे वमत्राचा हा सिाांगीण ̴हास तर झाला नाही ना या विचाराने उवȪৰ 
झालेला बापू ट̪ɗाट̪ɗाने नाਨगत घटनांमधून वचवत्रत केलेला आहे. तर वमत्राਉा पे्रमात िंुभगलेला पांडे. सूडाने पेटलेला, 
वतचा वपਅा पुरिणारा िळिी आवण वमत्रामागे फरपटत िाणारी नमा या पात्रांਉा ता਻ा-बा਻ांतून या नाटकाची एक घਥ  
िीण तयार होत िाते. वमत्राची एस्̋झट शेिटी िाचक-पे्रक्षकांना रूतिून टाकते, मानवसक अि̾िेचा िेि घेते. विवशʼ 
चौकटीबाहरेਉा मानिी ितानाचे, मनोʩापारांचे िशान घडते. या तीन अंकी नाटकात वमत्राचा अपारंपररक अस਻ाचा 
िीिनप्रिास वचवत्रत केलेला आहे. िेगळी कृती करणा̴ यांना, िेगळा विचार करणा̴ यांना आिही समािात िागा नाही. 
माणसाचं माणूसपणच समाि नाकारतो. ȑाला माणूस ʉणून ȑाचं िीिन ȑाਉा पȠतीनं िग਻ाचा पूणा अवधकार आहे, हे 
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समाि लक्षातच घेत नाही. वमत्राची गोʼमȯे माणूस, ȑाचे शरीर ि मन, ȑाचा अहंभाि पण ȑाचबरोबर ȑाचा गोतािळा, 
गोतािʨाबरोबर असलेले नातेसंबंध आवण प्रसंगी विसणारी वनरिाकता आवण पयाायाने येणारा एकाकीपणा या सा̴याचे 
वचंतन तेंडुलकर समिापणे नाਨगत घटनाप्रसंगातून करतात. ते तास्ȇक चचाा प्रȑक्षपणे करत नाहीत पण ȑातील प्रȑेक 
पात्र एक तȇ घेऊनच िाचक-पे्रक्षकांसमोर येते. मानिी संबंध, मनातील गंुते, ȑातील ताणेबाणे या सा̴याचे पयािसान भीषण 
रूप धारण करतात. विनाशाचे रूप िाˑ तीव्र आहे. वमत्राची शोकास्ȏकाच होते. पण ȑापेक्षाही माणूस ʉणून ˢतंत्रपणे 
िगू पाहणारी ʩक्ी-वमत्रा आवण अटळपणे शेिटाਉा महाप्रिासाला लागलेली ʩक्ी-वमत्रा िाˑ करूण िाटते. 

भाषेचे सहि सोपे विसणारे पण सिा घटनाप्रसंगाचा ठाि घेणारे रूप – ʩस्क्वचत्रण आवण संिाि या िोन घटकांतून नाटक 
वििंत करतात. भाषेਉा माȯमातून तिाकवित मानिी नातेसंबंधांਉा ि तȖंबंȠ कʙनांਉा वचंधਰा उडिʞा आहेत. 
मानिी नातेसंबंधांਉा अनेक शक्यता तेंडुलकर नाटकातून मांडतात. िे नैसवगाक आहे ते तेंडुलकर िाखवितात ȑाला ते 
चांगलं, िाईट, यो৶, अयो৶ असं विशेषण लाित नाहीत. िसं आहे तसं िाचक-पे्रक्षकांसमोर ठेितात.  

'वमत्राची गोʼ' तेंडुलकरांनी ͛͞-͜͞ साली वलहीलं असािं. समवलंगी संबंधांबȞल उघड बोलणं तेʬा वशʼसंमत नʬतं. 
समािात आपण समवलंगी संबंध ठेितो, हे कोणाला आवण कसं सांगणार? अशी पररस्̾िती असताना तेंडुलकरांनी हे नाटक 
वलहीले हे ȑांचे द्रʼेपण! आवण अिाात, तेंडुलकरांनंतर अनेक सावहस्ȑकांਉा किा, कािंब̴ या, नाटक-वसनेमांत समवलंगी 
संबंध अधूनमधून डोकािले आवण ȑाबाबत अवतशय िबाबिारीनं भाˈ कर਻ात यशˢी ठरले हे आि खूपच महȇाचे 
आहे. 

सांदर्भ  
͘. तेंडुलकर, वििय (͙͗͗͜) : वमत्राची गोʼ, पॉɗुलर प्रकाशन, िुसरी आिृȅी.  

͙. संपा. िडेर, डॉ. (कै.) प्रʥाि, पुरˋार िेशमुख, डॉ. शोभा (͙͙͗͘): तेंडुलकर नािाचे िािळ, प्रवतमा प्रकाशन  

͚. साठे, मकरंि  (͙͗͘͘) : मराठी रंगभूमीਉा तीस रात्री एक सामाविक – रािकीय इवतहास खंड वतसरा, पॉɗुलर प्रकाशन  

͛. साठे, मकरंि  (͙͗͘͘) : मराठी रंगभूमीਉा तीस रात्री एक सामाविक – रािकीय इवतहास खंड िुसरा, पॉɗुलर प्रकाशन 

सांकेतस्थळार्वरीि सांदर्भ  
समलैंवगकतेबȞल सारे काही... 

Loksatta: http://www.loksatta.com/desh-videsh-news/everything-about-homosexuality-301854/ (संकेत̾िळाला 
भेट ͘͜ सɐेंबर ͙͙͙͗) 
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िैंवगक अल्पसांख्याकाांचे वचत्रपटाांतीि प्रवतमाांकि : एक अभ्यास 

डॉ. शीतल पािसकर भोसले 

सहयोगी प्राध्यापक, आर.के. तलरेिा महाविȨालय, उʥासनगर- ͚ 

कलाविषयक सैȠांवतक ʩिहारात कलावनवमातीप्रवक्रया, कलेचे कलािंतसापेक्ष / रवसकसापेक्ष प्रयोिन,  आˢािप्रवक्रया 
आवण कलेचा मानिी िीिनािर होऊ शकणारा बरा-िाईट पररणाम याविषयी सविˑर चचाा झालेली विसते. 
संˋृत/भारतीय आवण पाʮाȆ सावहȑशा˓ातील चचाा या̊ʼीने लक्षणीय आहे. वनवमाती आवण आˢाि हे िोन वबंिू 
कें द्रिती ठेिून कलाʩिहाराचे ˢरूप उलगडून पाह਻ाचा प्रयȉ केला, तर अनुक्रमे वनमााता आवण रवसक यांਉा 
प्रयोिनांचा विचार अपररहाया ठरतो.  संˋृत/भारतीय सावहȑशा˓ात प्रयोिनविचाराची मांडणी ‘आनंि’ आवण ‘बोध’ या 
िोन सूत्रांਉा अनुषंगाने झाली आहे, तर पाʮाȆ सावहȑशा˓ात ‘आȏाविʺार’, ‘िीिनभाˈ’, ‘सामाविक बांवधलकी’, 
‘कॅिावसास’ इȑािी संकʙनांਉा संिभाात झाली आहे.  वचत्रकला, वशʙकला, िाˑुकला, सावहȑ, संगीत, वचत्रपट, नाਨ 
आिीचंा समािेश ‘कला’ या संकʙनेत होतो. मात्र या कलांचे ˢरूप आवण काया पर˙रांहून काहीएक प्रमाणात वभɄ 
असʞामुळे प्रयोिनविचाराचे सिासामाɊीकरण करता येत नाही. वकंबहुना ते करूही नये. संगीत, वचत्रकला यांसार৥ा 
कलांचा,  वनमााता आवण आˢािक/रवसकासोबत असणारा संबंध हा सावहȑकला, नाਨकला आवण वचत्रपटकला 
यांਉापेक्षा िेगळा असतो.  सावहȑ, नाਨ आवण वचत्रपटकलेत आनंि/मनोरंिन यांਉाइतकेच बोध हे प्रयोिनही महȇपूणा 
भूवमका बिाित असते. या कला भितालਉा समाििाˑिाला,  रूवढग्रˑतेला तसेच गवतमानतेला मूʞाȏक प्रवतवक्रया 
िे਻ाचा प्रयȉ करीत असʞामुळे ȑा मानिी िीिनातील सामाविक, सांˋृवतक, भावषक, रािकीय प्रʲ  आपʞा किेत 
घेत असतात. सावहȑ, नाटक, वचत्रपट या कलामाȯमांची आिाहनक्षमता अवधक असʞामुळे लेख, भाषणे यांਉा 
माȯमातून घडणा̴या प्रबोधनापेक्षा या कलांਉा माȯमातून घडणारे प्रबोधन अवधक पररणामकारक असते.  ˢाभाविकच,  
विवशʼ विषयाਉा संिभाात िनमत अनुकूल-प्रवतकूल करून घे਻ासाठी या कलांचा प्रभािी उपयोग झाʞाचे उपरोक् 
वतɎी कलांचा इवतहास तपासून पावहला तर ˙ʼपणे पुढे येते.   

प्रˑुत लेखात िेगळा लैंवगक कल (Different Sexual Preference), िेगळी लैंवगक ओळख (Different Sexual 

Identity)  असणा̴या माणसांचे िगणे अधोरेस्खत करणा̴या वचत्रपटांचा विचार कराियाचा आहे.  िाˑविक पाहता,  
िागवतक वचत्रपटांਉा बरोबरीने  बंगाली, मʞाळी, गुिराती इȑािी प्रािेवशक वचत्रपटांमधूनही उपरोक् विषयाचे विविध 
आयाम वचवत्रत झाले आहेत.  मात्र वििेचनात नेमकेपणा ये਻ासाठी  सिर लेखाची संिभाचौकट पुढीलप्रमाणे वनवʮत 
कर਻ात आली आहे.  

अ. ‘LGBTQIA+’ या गटाअंतगात समाविʼ ‘LGBT’ अशी लैंवगक ओळख असणा̴या ʩक्ीचें अनुभिविʷ आवण ȑाਉाशी 
िोडʞा गेलेʞा विविध आयामांचा विचार प्रˑुत लेखात कर਻ात येणार आहे.  

आ.   ‘LGBT’ या विषयाशी वनगवडत असणा̴या केिळ मराठी आवण वहंिी भाषेतील प्रावतवनवधक वचत्रपटांचा विचार 
कर਻ात येणार आहे.  

इ.  ‘प्रावतवनवधक’ हा शɨ िणानाȏक अिााने उपयोविला असून ȑातून कोणताही मूʞाȏक भाि सूवचत करणे अवभपे्रत 
नाही.  

ई. लेस्˜अन, गे, बायसेकु्शअल, टर ाɌिेंडर  या पाररभावषक संकʙनांसाठी पयाायी मराठी शɨ योिलेले नाहीत.  

उ. वचत्रपट हे ̊कश्राʩ माȯम असʞामुळे वचत्रपटाशी संलৰ असणा̴या विविध तांवत्रक बाबीचंा विचार करता येणे शक्य 
आहे; वकंबहुना ते आिʴकही आहे.   मात्र सिर लेख वलवह਻ामागील भूवमका ही प्रामु৥ाने आशयल৙ी असʞामुळे 
वचत्रपटमाȯमाशी संबंवधत अनेक तांवत्रक घटक वििेचनाਉा कके्षबाहेर ठेिले आहेत.  

ऊ. ‘उंबरठा’ (͙͘͟͠), ‘FIRE’ (͘͠͠͝), ‘My Brother...Nikhil’ (͙͗͗͜), ‘िांग’ (͙͗͗͝), ‘Honeymoon Travels Pvt Ltd’ 
(͙͗͗͞), ‘अवलगढ’ (͙͗͘͜), ‘BIOSCOPE’ मधील ‘वमत्राची गोʼ’ (͙͗͘͜), ‘एक लडकी को िेखा तो ऐसा लगा’ (͙͗͘͠), 
‘शुभ मंगल ਛािा सािधान’ (͙͙͗͗), ‘चंविगढ करे आवशकी’ (͙͙͗͘), ‘अिीब िाˑान’मधील ‘वगली पु਄ी’ (͙͙͗͘), 
‘कोबाʐ ɰू’ (͙͙͙͗), ‘बधाई िो’ (͙͙͙͗) या वचत्रपटांਉा आधारे आवण या वचत्रपटांਉा मयाािेत वििेचन कर਻ात आले 
आहे.  

 ‘िांग’, ‘Honeymoon Travels Pvt Ltd’, ‘अवलगढ’, ‘शुभमंगल ਛािा सािधान’, ‘कोबाʐ ɰू’ या वचत्रपटांत ‘गे’ ही लैंवगक 
ओळख असणा̴या पात्रांचा संघषा साकार झाला आहे.  तर ‘उंबरठा’, ‘FIRE’, ‘वमत्राची गोʼ’, ‘एक लडकी को िेखा तो ऐसा 
लगा’, ‘वगली पु਄ी’  या वचत्रपटांत ‘लेस्˜यन’ स्˓यांਉा िीिनातील अनुभिविʷ अधोरेस्खत झाले आहे. ‘बधाई िो’ हा 
वचत्रपट ‘गे’ आवण ‘लेस्˜अन’ अशा िोɎी ˑरांिरील वभɄ लैंवगक ओळख असणा̴या पात्रांਉा शारीर आवण मनोविʷाचा 
धांडोळा घे਻ाचा प्रयȉ करतो. ‘कोबाʐ ɰू’ (वननािी भाडेकरू) आवण ‘िांग’ (आविȑ) वचत्रपटांत ‘बायसेकु्शअल’ 
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असणा̴या पुरुषपात्रांਉा वȪˑरीय िग਻ाचा िेध घेतला आहे, तर ‘चंविगढ करे आवशकी’सार৥ा अपिािाȏक वचत्रपटात 
‘टर ाɌिेंडर’ਉा िीिनातील लैंवगक ओळखीਉा संिभाातील िाहक िाˑिाचे अधोरेखन कर਻ात आले आहे.   

उपरोक् वचत्रपटांतून साकार झालेʞा प्रʲाला किानकात विलेले ̾िान,  वचत्रपटाची एकूण प्रिृȅी  याला अनुसरून 
उपरोक् वचत्रपटांचे पुढीलप्रमाणे िगीकरण करता येते.  

अ. ‘उंबरठा’ आवण  ‘Honeymoon Travels Pvt Ltd’ वचत्रपटांचा अपिाि करता उिाररत सिा वचत्रपटांत वभɄ लैंवगक 
ओळख असलेʞा ʩक्ीचें िगणे किानकाਉा कें द्र̾िानी आहे.  तर उपरोक् िोन वचत्रपटांत अनेक 
उपकिानकांपैकी एक ʉणून अनुक्रमे लेस्˜अन आवण गेचे उपकिानक साकार झाले आहे.  

आ. उपरोक् वचत्रपटांपैकी काही वचत्रपट वभɄ लैंवगक ओळख असलेʞा पात्रांचा िीिनसंघषा गंभीरपणे हाताळतात आवण 
वचत्रपटाची एकूण प्रिृȅीही गंभीर असलेली विसते. उिाहरणािा, ‘FIRE’, ‘िांग’, ‘अवलगढ’, ‘वमत्राची गोʼ’, ‘कोबाʐ ɰू’ 
इȑािी. तर ‘शुभमंगल ਛािा सािधान’, ‘बधाई िो’, ‘चंविगढ करे आवशकी’, ‘एक लडकी को िेखा तो ऐसा लगा’ हे 
वचत्रपट ‘मु৥ धारा’ (Main Stream) प्रिाहातील वहंिी वचत्रपट आहेत. ȑामुळे ʩािसावयक गवणतं डोʨासमोर ठेिून 
एका मयाावित चौकटीत िनिागृती कर਻ाचा प्रयȉ हे वचत्रपट करतात. ˢाभाविकच, किांतगात ताण सुस˨ होईल 
अशी किानकाची संरचना आवण रंिनप्रधान बॉवलिूड वचत्रपटाचा अविभाਛ भाग असलेली गाणी याही वचत्रपटांचा 
महȇाचा विशेष आहे.   

इ. उपरोक् वचत्रपटांतून साकार होणा̴या पात्रांचे िगीय ̾िान हा मुȞा समोर ठेिला, तर मȯमिगा आवण काही िेळा 
उ਄मȯमिगाातील लेस्˜अन, गे, बायसेकु्शअल आवण टर ाɌिेंडर या लैंवगक ओळखीचंा िेध घेणा̴या वचत्रपटांची सं৥ा 
तुलनेत अवधक आहे, ही िˑुस्̾िती अधोरेस्खत होते.  यासंिभाात वभɄ लैंवगक ओळख असणा̴या कवनʿ िगाातील 
˓ीपात्रांचे िगणे सूवचत/अधोरेस्खत  करणा̴या अनुक्रमे ‘उंबरठा’ आवण ‘वगली पु਄ी’ या वचत्रपटांचा अपिाि करता 
येईल.   

ई. पात्रांचे सामाविक ̾िान हे ȑांਉा  वभɄ  लैंवगक ओळखीमुळे वनधााररत होते हा मुȞा ‘वगली पु਄ी’चा अपिाि करता 
उिाररत वचत्रपटांमȯे कें द्र̾िानी आहे. ȑामुळे पात्राचे िातपातळीिरील सामाविक ̾िान  या वचत्रपटांमधून पुढे येत 
नाही.  आविाक पातळीिरील वभɄता आवण शे्रवणबȠता हा मुȞाही अपिाि िगळता पात्रवचत्रण, किानकाਉा संरचनेतून 
फारसा पुढे येत नाही. वकंबहुना,  पात्रांचे राहणीमान,  सामाविक ˑर या अनुषंगाने केले गेलेले पात्रवचत्रण लक्षात घेतले, 
तर विविध लैंवगक ओळखी असणारी पातं्र आवण ȑांचे पाटानसा यांचे सामाविक ̾िान अपिािाȏक संिभा िगळता 
समकक्ष असािे असे विसते.  ‘अवलगढ’मधील प्रोफेसर वसरस यांਉाशी लैंवगक संबंध असणा̴या ररक्षािाʞाਉा 
माȯमातून िगीय ओळखीचा संिभा ʩक् झाला आहे. मात्र एकूण किानकाਉा संरचनेत हा मुȞा वबनमहȇाचा आहे. 
या पा ा̫भूमीिर ‘वगली पु਄ी’मȯे मात्र लेस्˜अन भारती मंडलचे िवलत असणे आवण वप्रया शमााचे िा˦ण असणे, याला 
एकूण किांतगात अिकाशात घडणा̴या घडामोडीਉंा संिभाात महȇाचे ̾िान असलेले विसते.  माणसाचे सामाविक 
̾िान वनधााररत करणारे िात, िगा, वलंग यांसारखे विविध ˑर, ȑाਉाशी वनगवडत असणारे आवण पर˙रांना िेिणारे 
सȅासंबंध ‘वगली पु਄ी’मधून अȑंत सक्षमपणे साकार झाले आहेत.  िातिगा या सामाविक ˑरीकरण करणा̴या 
संिभाांना तीव्र करत वभɄ लैंवगक ओळख असणा̴या ʩक्ीਉा आयुˈातील संघषााची अनेकरेषीयता अधोरेस्खत 
कर਻ाचे आʬान ‘वगली पु਄ी’सार৥ा अपिािाȏक वचत्रपटात पेललेले विसते. “Geeli Puchhi, the short film on 
Netflix anthology ‘Ajeeb Dastaan’ talks about caste, sexuality, privilege and patriarchy in a powerful way” 

(Roy 2021). हे मत  सामाविक ̾िानाशी वनगवडत असणा̴या अनेकˑरीयतेचा मुȞा अधोरेस्खत करणारे आहे.  

 ‘अवलगढ’ वचत्रपटातील प्रोटोगोवनː पात्राची (प्रो.वसरस) िातपातळीिरील ओळख  (िा˦ण असणे) केिळ एका ̊ʴात 
अवतशय ˙ʼपणे अधोरेस्खत होते. या ̊ʴात  प्रो. वसरस यांਉा बािूने ठामपणे उभा राहणारा िीपू सेबेस्ːयन मांसाहारी 
असʞामुळे ȑाने हात लािलेला शाकाहारी पिािा प्रो. वसरस  खाऊ शकत नाहीत असा संिभा ʩक् झाला आहे. मात्र हेच 
प्रो. वसरस मुˠीमधमीय इरफानशी लैंवगक संबंध ठेिू शकतात हा मुȞा नोिं घे਻ािोगा आहे.  ‘ˢातंȒ’,  ‘आȏसɉान’, 
‘मानिी अवधकार’ या संकʙनांचा िायरा आवण ȑाਉाशी िोडली गेलेली विवशʼ सामाविक ̾िानसापेक्षता पृʿपातळीिर 
आणणारे हे संिभा उपरोक् पा ा̫भूमीिर अिापूणा ठरतात.   

 ‘उंबरठा’ आवण  ‘Honeymoon Travels Pvt Ltd’ वचत्रपटांचा अपिाि करता उिाररत सिा वचत्रपटांमȯे 
लेस्˜अन/गे/बायसेकु्शअल/टर ाɌिेंडर पातं्र ही प्रोटोगोवनː पातं्र आहेत.  उिाहरणािा, सीता-राधा (FIRE), आविȑ (िांग),  
प्रो. रामचंद्र वसरस (अवलगढ),  सुवमत्रा (वमत्राची गोʼ), कावताक वसंग, अमन ( शुभ मंगल ਛािा सािधान),  तनय (कोबाʐ 
ɰू), भारती मंडल, वप्रया शमाा (वगली पु਄ी), शािुाल- सुमी (बधाई िो), मानिी (टर ाɌिुमन - चंविगढ करे आवशकी), इȑािी. 
‘उंबरठा’ आवण  ‘Honeymoon Travels Pvt Ltd’ वचत्रपटांमȯे अनेक उपकिानकांपैकी एक उपकिानक िेगळी लैंवगक 
ओळख असणा̴या पात्रांचे आहे. ˢाभाविकच, वचत्रपटांतगात अिकाशात  या पात्रांਉा िग਻ातील संिभा अȑंत त्रोटकपणे 
ʩक् होतात. या पा ा̫भूमीिर उिाररत सिा वचत्रपटांमȯे किांतगात अिकाश प्रोटोगोवनː पात्रांਉा विवशʼ लैंवगक 
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ओळखीमुळे वनमााण होणा̴या पररस्̾ितीकडे वनिेश करतो.  उपरोक् वचत्रपटांतील लेस्˜अन/ गे/बायसेकु्शअल पात्रांचे या 
संकʙनांशी असलेले नाते एकरेषीय नाही. उिाहरणािा,  िोन वननािी ˓ीपातं्र (उंबरठा),  सीता-राधा (FIRE), आविȑ (िांग)  
ही पातं्र नैसवगाकपणे लेस्˜अन वकंिा गे नाहीत. परंतु वभɄवलंगी शारीर संबंधांची अनुपलɩता आवण ȑातून होणारा 
शारीररक भािनांचा कोडंमारा ȑांना समवलंगी संबंधांपयांत घेऊन िातो. ‘उंबरठा’ आवण ‘FIRE’ वचत्रपटांतील ˓ीपात्रांचा 
यासंिभाात उʟेख करता येईल. िैिावहक िीिनात समाधानी असणारा ‘िांग’मधील आविȑ ȑाਉा सहिासातील गे 
असलेʞा उियਉा संपकाात येतो. उियਉा आिािी पे्रमाला नाकारता न आʞामुळे  गोधंळलेʞा मानवसक स्̾ितीत 
आविȑ आवण उियमȯे समवलंगी संबंध प्र̾िावपत होतो.  या पात्रांचा अपिाि करता अɊ वचत्रपटांतील िेगळी लैंवगक 
ओळख असणारी पातं्र वनसगातुः  तशी आहेत. ियात येताना आवण ȑानंतरही आपण इतरांपेक्षा िेगळे आहोत, आपʞाला 
वभɄवलंगी ʩस्क्विषयी आकषाण िाटत नसून समवलंगी ʩक्ीविषयी शारीर ओढ िाटते ही िाणीि असलेली ही पातं्र 
आहेत.  ‘वमत्राची गोʼ’, ‘एक लडकी को िेखा तो ऐसा लगा’ या वचत्रपटांमधून ‘Flash Back’ तंत्राचा िापर करत पौगंडाि̾िा 
ते तारु਻ या कालािधीत ˢतुः ਉा लैंवगक ओळखीविषयी पात्रांਉा मनात वनमााण झालेला गोधंळ आवण ती ओळख पटिून 
घे਻ासाठी ȑांची सुरू असणारी अविरत धडपड वचवत्रत कर਻ात आली आहे.  आरशाਉा माȯमातून ˢतुः तील वभɄȕ 
शोध਻ाचा सुवमत्राचा (वमत्राची गोʼ)  प्रिास  िोन - तीन प्रसंगांतील विवशʼ ̊ʴप्रवतमांमधून (पुरुषी हािभाि करणे, पुरुषांचे 
मानले िाणारे कपडे घालणे, वमशी काढणे, इȑािी.) अȑंत प्रभािीपणे साकार झाला आहे. ‘एक लडकी को िेखा तो ऐसा 
लगा’मधील  ˢीटीਉा डायरीतील संिाि आवण मुलीमुलीचंा वििाह होतानाचे काढलेले वचत्र या प्रवतमांची पुनरािृȅी करणारे 
वि৬शान या शोधप्रिासाचे ऐवतहावसक पररपे्र৙ वसȠ करणारे आहे. ‘चंविगढ करे आवशकी’, ‘कोबाʐ ɰू’ या वचत्रपटांमȯे 
प्रȑक्ष ̊ʴप्रवतमांऐििी पात्रांमधील संिािांमधून भूतकाळातील घटनांचा पट उभा केला आहे. मानिीचा मनूशी होणारा 
संिाि (चंविगढ करे आवशकी) आवण  तनयਉा प्राȯापकाचा  तनयशी होणारा संिाि (कोबाʐ ɰू) अशा संिािसाखळीचा 
कलाȏ िापर करत पात्रांचा शारीररक-मानवसक प्रिास उलगड਻ात आला आहे.    

समवलंगी संबंधांची अȑंत गंभीरपणे हाताळणी करणारा ‘अवलगढ’ वचत्रपट अवलगढ विȨापीठातील  मराठी विषयाचे 
प्राȯापक आवण आधुवनक भाषा विभागाचे प्रमुख प्रो. रामचंद्र वसरस यांਉा आयुˈािरील बायोवपक आहे. ˢाभाविकच, प्रो. 
वसरस या प्रोटोगोवनː पात्राला िाˑिाचा िेट आधार आहे. “A subtle, sensitive take on a controversial real-life court 
case involving the victimization of a gay college professor, Aligarh underscores the growing strength and 

diversity of Indian independent cinema (Halligan 2015).” हे अितरण इिे आििूान नोिंविता येईल. विȨापीठीय 
रािकारणात मȯमियीन प्रो. वसरस यांਉा गे अस਻ाचा गैरिापर करत, ȑांना नोकरीिरून वनलंवबत कर਻ाचा मुȞा 
वचत्रपटात कें द्र̾िानी ठेि਻ात आला आहे. ‘वमत्राची गोʼ’  आवण  ‘कोबाʐ ɰू’ हे वचत्रपट अनुक्रमे वििय तेंडूलकर यांਉा 
‘वमत्राची गोʼ’ (नाटक) आवण सवचन कंुडलकर यांਉा ‘कोबाʐ ɰू’िर (कािंबरीिर) आधाररत आहेत.  ‘वमत्राची गोʼ’मȯे 
ˢातंȒपूिा काळात लेस्˜अन ही ओळख िगणा̴या  सुवमत्राਉा आयुˈातील कोडंमारा ȑा काळाਉा िैवश̽ਨांसह साकार 
झाला आहे. ‘कोबाʐ ɰू’ वचत्रपटातील तनयਉा प्राȯापकाचे पात्र मूळ कािंबरीत उपस्̾ित नाही.  मात्र माȯमांतर 
करताना या पात्राची वनवमाती करत समवलंगी संबंधातील गंुतागंुत पृʿपातळीिर आण਻ाचा सक्षम प्रयȉ झालेला विसतो.   

‘LGBT’ हा विषय हाताळणा̴या वचत्रपटांतील प्रोटोगोवनː पात्रांਉा बरोबरीनेच ȑांਉा कुटंुबातील सि˟, वमत्रमैवत्रणी आवण 
समािातील अɊ घटकांਉा रूपात साकार होणारा पात्ररचनाबंध विशेष अिापूणा आहे. िेगळी लैंवगक ओळख असणा̴या 
पात्रांकडे पाह਻ाचे विविध ̊वʼकोन आविʺृत कर਻ाचा प्रयȉ  या रचनाबंधातून घडताना विसतो.  उपरोक् वचत्रपटांमधून 
साकार झालेʞा कुटंुबाਉा ितानधमााचा यासंिभाात अग्रक्रमाने विचार करता येईल.  प्र̾िावपत ʩि̾िेत ‘नॉमाल’ मानʞा 
िाणा̴या लैंवगक प्रिृȅीपेक्षा िेगळी प्रिृȅी ʩक् करणा̴या पाʞाकडे पाह਻ाचा कुटंुबाचा ̊वʼकोन हा मोਬा प्रमाणािर 
पारंपररक मूʞसंकेतांनी भारलेला आहे.  ȑामुळे िेगळी ओळख अधोरेस्खत करणारे पाʞाचे ितान नाकार਻ाकडे 
पालकांचा कल असलेला विसतो.  पाʞाਉा ितानासंबंधी नकाराȏक विधाने करणे, टीका करणे, प्रसंगी शारीररक वहंसा 
करणे, अबोला धरणे,  वनकोप संिािाਉा सिा शक्यता खंुटिून टाकत येन-केन प्रकारेण ȑाला/वतला प्र̾िावपत चौकटीत 
बसवि਻ाचा प्रयȉ करणे इȑािी मागाांचा मोਬा प्रमाणािर अिलंब करणारा ितानधमा वचत्रपटांतील पात्ररचनाबंधातून 
अधोरेस्खत कर਻ात आला आहे.  ‘अवलगढ’मधील प्रो. वसरस यांचा ȑांਉा कुटंुबाशी िीघा काळापासून असलेला िुरािा,  
‘वमत्राची गोʼ’मधील सुवमत्राला आईने विलेला मार, ‘कोबाʐ ɰू’मधील प्राȯापकाला ȑाਉा िवडलांनी डॉक्टरकरिी विलेले 
इलेस्क्टर क शॉ৛, ‘FIRE’ वचत्रपटात  सासूची अविरत सेिा करणा̴या राधाचे समलैंवगक ितान कळʞािर सासूने राधाਉा 
तोडंािर िंुकून ʩक् केलेली नापसंती, ‘चंविगढ करे आवशकी’ वचत्रपटात  टर ाɌिुमन मानिीकडे पाह਻ाचा वतਉा आईचा 
असंिेिनशील ̊वʼकोन,  ही आवण अशी वकतीतरी उिाहरणे उि्धृत करता येतील.    

िेगळी लैंवगक ओळख असणा̴या ʩक्ीमȯे विकृती आहे वकंिा वतला काही तरी गंभीर आिार झाला आहे हा ̊वʼकोन 
कुटंुबाप्रमाणे कुटंुबाਉा बाहेरही मोਬा प्रमाणािर कृवतशील असतो.  अशी ओळख असणा̴या ʩक्ीपासून अंतर ठेिून 
िागणे,  शक्य असʞास वतला सिासामाɊ सामाविक ʩिहारामधून बवहʺृत करणे ही प्रिृȅी रूढ झालेली विसते. या 
ितानधमााचा आढळ वचत्रपटांतून साकारणा̴या वमत्रमैवत्रणी, शेिारची कुटंुबे, सहकारी इȑािी रूपातील पात्ररचनेतून साकार 
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झाला आहे. ‘उंबरठा’ वचत्रपटात समलैंवगक संबंध ठेिणा̴या पात्रांਉा संिभाात अिााਉ शɨ उ਄ारत ȑांना आश्रमशाळेतून 
हाकलून िे਻ासंबंधी इतर वनराधार स्˓यांनी आवण ʩि̾िापनातील लोकांनी धरलेला आग्रह,  ‘अवलगढ’ वचत्रपटात 
विȨापीठीय रािकारणाचा बळी ठरलेʞा प्रो. वसरस यांਉाकडे सहका̴यांचा, उ਄पि̾िांचा पाह਻ाचा अपमाना˙ि 
̊वʼकोन, ‘चंविगढ करे आवशकी’ वचत्रपटात मानिीचे टर ाɌिुमन असणे लक्षात आʞािर मनूਉा वमत्रांनी वतची केलेली 
अिहेलना, ही यासंिभाातील काही ठळक उिाहरणे आहेत.   

िेगळा लैंवगक कल असणा̴या पात्रांਉा संिभाातील उपरोक् नकाराȏक ितानधमााਉाबरोबरीने सकाराȏक, वििेकिािी 
ितान करणा̴या पात्रांचा आकृवतबंधही वचत्रपटांमधून साकार झाला आहे. ‘उंबरठा’ वचत्रपटातील आश्रमशाळेਉा अधीक्षक 
सुलभा महािन, ‘अवलगढ’ वचत्रपटातील पत्रकार िीपू सेबेस्ːयन आवण प्रो. वसरस यांਉा बािूने लढणारा िकील वििय 
ग्रोʬर, ‘My Brother... Nikhil’मधील वनस्खलची बवहण अनु आवण अनुचा निरा, ‘एक लडकी को िेखा तो ऐसा लगा’मधील 
लेखकपात्र सावहल वमझाा आवण ˢीटीचे िडील, ‘वमत्राची गोʼ’मधील सुवमत्रािर पे्रम करणारा विनायक िोशी आवण ‘बधाई 
िो’मधील शािुालची आई, इȑािी पात्रांची आʷासक सोबत िेगळा लैंवगक कल असणा̴या पात्रांचा संघषा सुस˨ करताना 
विसते.   

िरील वििेचनािरून वभɄवलंगी लैंवगक संबंध ‘नैसवगाक’ आवण ‘प्रमाण’ मानणा̴या समािʩि̾िेत समवलंगी संबंध ठेिणा̴या 
/ ठेि਻ाची इਅा असणा̴या ʩक्ीचें, टर ाɌिेंडर आवण बायसेकु्शअल ʩक्ीचें  अनुभिविʷ/प्रʲ मांडणा̴या वचत्रपटांत  
पात्ररचनेचे विविध ‘टाइɛ’ िापरले गेले आहेत, ही बाब ˙ʼपणे पुढे येते. समािमाɊ लैंवगक संबंधांਉा पलीकडे िाऊन 
संबंध ठेिणा̴या ʩक्ीकंडे पाह਻ाचा कुटंुबांचा/समािाचा नकाराȏक, तुਅतािशाक ̊वʼकोन तसेच अशा अपारंपररक 
संबंधांकडे ‘नैसवगाक िैवहक तȚ’ ʉणून पाह਻ाचा समािातील काही लोकांचा सवहˁू ि वििेकिािी ̊वʼकोन आवण 
पात्रांचा ˢतुः ਉाच लैंवगक ओळखीकडे पाह਻ाचा संवमश्र ̊वʼकोन यांचा कोलाि, हा उपरोक् वचत्रपटांमधून साकारणा̴या 
पात्ररचनाबंधाचा महȇाचा विशेष ʉणून नोिंविता येईल.  

 ‘LGBT’ या विषयसूत्राशी वनगवडत उपरोक् सिा वचत्रपटांतील  (वहंिी ‘मु৥ धारे’तील रंिनप्रधान वचत्रपट असोत वकंिा 
गंभीर िृȅीचे मराठी वकंिा वहंिी वचत्रपट असोत.) प्रोटोगोवनː पात्रांचे वचत्रण (Characterization) करताना ती ˢतुः ਉा 
लैंवगक कलाबाबत काही िेळा गोधंळलेली असली तरी, उिळ, मौिमिा कर਻ात म̻गुल असलेली,  लैंवगक ˢातंȒाਉा 
नािाखाली समवलंगी संबंध ठेि਻ाचा प्रयȉ करणारी, चंचल मनोिृȅीची, िबाबिारी नाकारणारी िाखिलेली नाहीत, ही बाब 
आििूान नोिं घे਻ािोगी आहे.  प्रोटोगोवनː पात्रांਉा िृȅीसंबंधी हा रचनाबंध उपयोविʞामुळे आˢािप्रवक्रयेत ȑा 
पात्रांविषयी ‘सहिेिना’ (Empathy) वनमााण हो਻ाची शक्यता िाढते.   ‘बधाई िो’, ‘एक लडकी को िेखा तो ऐसा लगा’,  
‘शुभ मंगल ਛािा सािधान’ सार৥ा वचत्रपटांची शैली विनोिी असली तरी यातील िेगळी लैंवगक ओळख असणारी पातं्र या 
समािात ˢीकाराहा नसलेʞा गोʼीमुळे बािरून गेलेली आहेत, मानवसक कोडंमारा सहन करणारी आहेत.  

पारंपररक कौटंुवबक अिकाशात लैंवगकता हा विषय एरिीही मुक्पणे चवचाला िात नसʞामुळे समािʩि̾िेਉा चौकटीत 
बसणा̴या लैंवगक कलाविषयी, लैंवगक गरिांਉा पूतातेविषयीही वनकोप संिाि वनमााण हो਻ाची शक्यता धूसर असते.  
ˢाभाविकच, समािमाɊ चौकटीत बसू न शकणा̴या लैंवगकतेविषयी विʷासाने सांग਻ाची मुभा पारंपररक कुटंुबʩि̾िेत 
अपिािानेच उपलɩ होऊ शकते.  कुटंुबसं̾िेਉा या विवशʼ ˢरूपामुळे उपरोक् सिाच वचत्रपटांतील  प्रोटोगोवनː 
पात्रांना ˢतुः चा संघषा मूकपणे आवण एकाकीपणे सहन कर਻ाʩवतररक् िुसरा पयाायच उपलɩ असलेला विसत नाही.  
उपरोक् वचत्रपटांत  प्र̾िावपत समािʩि̾िेतील पारंपररक कुटंुबसं̾िेची replica उभी करून ‘LGBT’ ओळख घेऊन 
िगणा̴या पात्रांचे मानवसक पातळीिरील  अनाि असणे अȑंत प्रभािीपणे अधोरेस्खत केले आहे.    
समवलंगी संबंध ठेिणे, टर ाɌिेंडर असणे  ही विकृत बाब आहे अशी समािाची धारणा असʞामुळे  समवलंगी संबंधात 
‘पाटानर’ वमळणे ही बाब आʬानाȏक असते. याचे एक ˙ʼ कारण  ˢतुः ची लैंवगक ओळख उघडपणे माɊ कर਻ाइतका 
खुलेपणा ʩि̾िेत उपलɩ होत नाही हे आहे. अिाात ȑामुळे अȑंत िुपेपणाने सुरू असणारा लैंवगक ʩिहार असे या 
संबंधाचे ˢरूप असते.  पाटानर न वमळणे, काही िेळा पाटानर उपलɩ असूनही समवलंगी सहिीिन िाहीरपणे 
िग਻ासाठी आिʴक असणारा सामाविक अिकाश उपलɩ न होणे, पाटानर सोडून गेला तर ȑाचे िुुः खही उघडपणे 
ʩक्  करता न येणे, कुटंुबापासून भािवनक नाळ तुटʞामुळे आधारासाठी आʷˑ िागा उपलɩ नसणे, इȑािी बाबीमुंळे 
टोकाचे एकाकीपण घेऊन या ʩक्ी िगताना विसतात.  उपरोक् सिा वचत्रपटांमधून हे िीिघेणे समाििाˑि ȑातील 
गंुȑासह  कधी गंभीर  तर कधी विनोिी शैलीत पृʿपातळीिर आण਻ाचा प्रयȉ केलेला विसतो.  

िेगळी लैंवगक ओळख घेऊन िगणा̴या माणसांचा समािापासून, ˢतुः पासून  विलग होत िा਻ाचा प्रिास अधोरेस्खत 
करणा̴या घटना-प्रसंगांची शंखला, हे या वचत्रपटांतगात किानकाਉा संरचनेचे महȇाचे िैवश̽ਨ ठरते. ‘कोबाʐ ɰू’मधील 
तनय,  प्राȯापक आवण ‘अवलगढ’मधील प्रो. वसरस, ‘वमत्राची गोʼ’मधील सुवमत्रा या पात्रांਉा भंगलेʞा भािविʷाਉा मुळाशी 
असणा̴या किांतगात पररस्̾ितीचा (घटना-प्रसंगांਉा गंुफणीतून साकार होणा̴या)  या संिभाात विचार करता येईल.  
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 ‘LGBT’ शी वनगवडत वचत्रपटांतील समवलंगी संबंध प्र̾िावपत करणा̴या िोडीिारांਉा पर˙रांਉा ििळ ये਻ामागील 
पे्ररणा या प्रामु৥ाने शारीर गरिेशी संबंवधत असलेʞा विसतात. उिाहरणािा, प्रो. वसरस-ररक्षािाला (अवलगढ), तनय - 
इंग्रिीचा प्राȯापक (कोबाʐ ɰू), राधा-सीता (FIRE),  सुʃी-ररमवझम (बधाई िो) आिी पात्रांमȯे िय, िगा, सामाविक 
पा ा̫भूमी यापैकी कोणȑा ना कोणȑा संिभाात अंतर आहे. परंतु हे अंतर ȑांਉा एकत्र ये਻ात कोणȑाही ˢरूपाचे 
अडिळे वनमााण करत नाही.  शारीर गरिा पर˙रांशी  समकक्ष असणे हा ȑांना एकत्र आण਻ातील अȑंत महȇाचा िुिा 
आहे.  उपरोक्  वचत्रपटांतगात अिकाशात समवलंगी संबंधांमȯे शारीर आकषाणाਉा  मुȟाला अवधक महȇ असʞामुळे 
यापलीकडे एक पे्रमी युगुल ʉणून मानवसक आधार, भािवनक गंुतलेपणा आिी मुȟांना अपिािाȏक संिभा िगळता 
फारसे ̾िान वमळालेले विसत नाही. ‘My Brother... Nikhil’ वचत्रपटात वनस्खलला अविरत मानवसक सोबत करणारा ȑाचा 
पे्रवमक नायिेल, ‘कोबाʐ ɰू’मȯे भाडेकरूਉा आकस्˝क वनघून िा਻ाने भािवनक̊̽ਨा कोलमडून गेलेला तनय आवण 
‘वमत्राची गोʼ’मȯे उवमालाਉा संिभाात पझेवसʬ असणा̴या सुवमत्राला, उवमालाचे लৰ ठरʞामुळे आलेले िैफʞ या 
अपिािाȏक उिाहरणांचा येिे आििूान उʟेख करता येईल.   

समवलंगी संबंधातील मानवसक, बौस्Ƞक, शारीररक companionship आवण ȑातील गंुतागंुत अधोरेस्खत करणारे वचत्रपट न 
ये਻ामागील कारणे काय असािीत,  याचा गंभीर विचार होणे गरिेचे आहे.  ही कारणे समवलंगी संबंधातील मयाािांशी संलৰ 
आहेत का?, की ती अशा संबंधांकडे पाह਻ाਉा आपʞा ̊वʼकोनाशी संबंवधत आहेत?, की ‘मु৥धारा’ वचत्रपटाਉा 
ʩािसावयक गवणताशी याचा संबंध आहे?, इȑािी मुȟांचे  वचवकȖक विʶेषण करणे आिʴक आहे. (अिाात हा ˢतंत्र 
अɷासाचा विषय आहे.)   

प्रˑुत लेखात समाविʼ केलेले वचत्रपट गंभीर आवण रंिनप्रधान अशा िोɎी प्रिृȅीचें असून,  या वचत्रपटांची प्रमुख भूवमका 
‘LGBT’ सार৥ा संिेिनशील विषयाਉा अनुषंगाने िनप्रबोधन करणे ही आहे.  मात्र या िोɎी प्रिृȅीਉंा वचत्रपटांची 
विषयाला वभड਻ाची पȠत वभɄ असʞामुळे घटनाप्रसंगांਉा माȯमातून केलेली किानकाची गंुफण,  पात्रवचत्रण, 
वचत्रपटाचा शेिट यांचे ˢरूप िेगळे होत िाते.  उिाहरणािा,  ‘शुभ मंगल ਛािा सािधान’, ‘बधाई िो’ या ‘मु৥धारा’ वहंिी 
वचत्रपटात िेगळा लैंवगक कल असणा̴या पात्रांचे वचत्रण करताना ते  ब̴यापैकी ‘लाईट’ राहील असा प्रयȉ असलेला विसतो. 
ȑामुळे असा लैंवगक कल असलेली पातं्र तुलनेत कमी मानवसक संघषााला सामोरी िाताना विसतात.   वकंबहुना यासंिभाात 
असे ʉणता येईल की,  असा ̊वʼकोन ठेिता ये਻ािोगा अिकाश किा-पटकिाकाराने पात्रांना उपलɩ करून विला 
आहे.  कुटंुबीयांसमोर िˑुस्̾िती उघड झाʞानंतरही टोकाचा ताण वनमााण करणा̴या घटनाप्रसंगांची गंुफण वचत्रपटांत 
झालेली नाही.  याचा अिा कुटंुबीयांकडून सहिपणे या लैंवगक िेगळेपणाचा ˢीकार होतो असे अविबातच नाही.  मात्र 
लेखनप्रवक्रयेत प्रसंगवनʿ विनोि आवण नमाविनोिाचा वशडकािा केʞामुळे  अɊ पात्रांਉा प्रवतवक्रयेतील तीव्रता कमी होत 
िाते.   तसेच वि৬शाकीय ‘टेक ऑफ’ची शैलीही हसतखेळत िाˑिाचे भान (मयाावित चौकटीत) आणून िेणारी 
असʞामुळे वचत्रपटांतगात िातािरणात एक प्रकारचा सुस˨पणा ये਻ास मित होते.   

पात्रांमȯे, िˑुस्̾ितीमȯे अपेवक्षत बिल घडिून आण਻ासाठी योगायोगाचा केला िाणारा िापर हे कोणȑा लोकवप्रय 
कलाकृतीचे महȇाचे िैवश̽ਨ असते.  ‘बधाई िो’, ‘एक लडकी को िेखा तो ऐसा लगा’ या लोकवप्रय वचत्रपटांतील पात्रवचत्रण 
आवण किानकबांधणीचा या ̊ʼीने विचार करता येईल.  ‘बधाई िो’ वचत्रपटात गे शािुालची  लेस्˜अन सुमीशी भेट होणे, 
ओळख िाढवि਻ासाठी शािुालने प्रयȉ करणे, लৰासाठी घरਉा मंडळीनंी सुरू केलेʞा ससेवम̴यातून ˢतुः ची सुटका 
करून घे਻ासाठी िोघांनी केिळ उपचार ʉणून पर˙रांशी लৰ कर਻ास तयार होणे, अशा योगायोगांची साखळी किा-
पटकिाकाराने तयार केली आहे. ‘एक लडकी को िेखा तो ऐसा लगा’वचत्रपटात लेस्˜अन ˢीटीने नाटकाਉा तालमीत 
आकस्˝कपणे पोहोचणे, वतिे वतची सावहल वमझााशी भेट होणे,  वतਉाबȞल पे्रमभािना वनमााण झाʞानंतरही वतਉा बािूचे 
सȑ पुढे आʞानंतर ˢतुः ची भािना सावहल वमझााने बािूला ठेिणे, कुटंुबाकडून लेस्˜अन मुलीचंा ˢीकार होतो असे 
नाਨकिानक रचून ȑाचा प्रयोग करणे, हा प्रयोग पाहून मतपररितान होणारे बाबा वतਉा कुटंुबात असणे, या सगʨा 
घटनांਉा मुळाशी योगायोगाचे सूत्र कृवतशील असलेले विसते. ‘चंविगढ करे आवशकी’ वचत्रपटात सȑपररस्̾िती समोर 
आʞानंतर काही काळ तणािपूणा िातािरण वनमााण होते.  मात्र तुलनेत अȑंत सोɗा मागााने मनूचे (चंविगढ करे आवशकी) 
मतपररितान होते आवण तो िˑुस्̾ितीकडे सकाराȏक ̊ʼीने पाहू लागतो असे िाखवि਻ात आले आहे. िेगळी लैंवगक 
ओळख असणा̴या पात्रांਉा सहिासात येणा̴या पात्रांनी गे, लेस्˜अन पात्रांना मानवसक आधार िेणे, ȑांचा संघषा सुस˨ 
ʬािा ʉणून ˢतुः  काही गोʼीचंा ȑाग करणे वकंिा नʩा ̊ʼीने विचार कर਻ाचा प्रयȉ करणे असे संिभा पेर਻ामागील 
किा-पटकिाकाराची भूवमका या िाˑिाकडे समतोल आवण सकाराȏक पȠतीने पाह਻ाची आहे.  पात्रवचत्रण आवण 
घटनाप्रसंगांची गंुफण अशा पȠतीने झाʞामुळे वचत्रपटाचा शेिट सुखाȏ होतो. ‘एक लडकी को िेखा तो ऐसा लगा’ आवण 
‘शुभ मंगल ਛािा सािधान’ या वचत्रपटांतील समवलंगी संबंध असणा̴या पात्रांचे नाते ȑांਉा कुटंुबीयांकडून ˢीकारले िाते. 
‘बधाई िो’ वचत्रपटात तर गे आवण लेस्˜अन असणा̴या पती-पȉीਉा भूवमकेतील पातं्र आवण ȑांचे  समवलंगी पाटानसा 
कौटंुवबक कायाक्रमात आनंिाने सहभागी होऊ शकतात असा शेिट रंगविला आहे. ‘चंविगढ करे आवशकी’ वचत्रपटात 
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मानिीचे टर ाɌिुमन असणे समिʞानंतर वबिरलेला मनू ट̪ɗाट̪ɗाने बिलत िातो आवण वचत्रपटाਉा शेिटी मानिीचा 
सɉानपूिाक ˢीकार करताना विसतो.   

उपरोक् वचत्रपटांतील पात्रांचे सकाराȏक ितान आवण ȑामुळे वचत्रपटाचा झालेला सुखाȶ एका परीने ˢɓित िाटतो.  
ʩािसावयक वचत्रपटाचे गवणत यासंिभाात महȇाची भूवमका बिाित असणार हे तर ˙ʼच  आहे.  मात्र समािपररितान 
घडिायचे असेल वकंिा पररितानाची अपेवक्षत विशा सूवचत करायची असेल तर काही िेळा अशी युटोवपअन प्रिृȅी 
िाणीिपूिाक ˢीकारली िात असते. (एकोवणसाʩा शतकातील आवण विसाʩा शतकाਉा पूिााधाातील मराठी नाटकांचा 
इवतहास या̊ʼीने तपासून पाहता येईल.)  अिाात, असे करत असताना ब̴याच िेळा सम˟ेचे सपाटीकरण आवण 
सुलभीकरणही होत असते.  उपरोक् वचत्रपटांत असे घडले आहे हे नाकारता येणार नाही.  
या पा ा̫भूमीिर ‘िांग’, ‘वमत्राची गोʼ’, ‘कोबाʐ ɰू’ या  वचत्रपटांत समवलंगी संबंधांतील पाटानर सोडून गेʞाची िेिना, 
संिािहीन िग਻ातून आलेला टोकाचा एकाकीपणा अधोरेस्खत झाला आहे.  ‘िांग’ वचत्रपटात आविȑची मानवसक स्̾िती 
पाहून ȑाची पȉीच उियशी (आविȑचा समवलंगी पाटानर) संपका  करते.  उियने आविȑला मानवसक आधार Ȩािा अशी 
विनंती करते. मात्र उिय परत ये਻ाची शक्यता नाही या नोटिर वचत्रपट संपतो.  ‘वमत्राची गोʼ’मȯे ऊवमाला आपली होऊ 
शकणार नाही हे कळʞानंतर सुवमत्राला िैफʞ येते आवण ȑातच ती झोपेਉा गोʨा घेऊन आयुˈ संपवि਻ाचा प्रयȉ 
करते.  मात्र वतचा आȏनाशाचा हा प्रयȉ अयशˢी ठरतो.  वचत्रपटाਉा शेिटਉा ̊ʴात िेशाला ˢातंȒ वमळाʞाचा 
आनंि ʩक् करणा̴या विनायकला सुवमत्रा ‘कोणते ˢातंȒ?, कोणाचे ˢातंȒ?’ असे उपहासाȏक पȠतीने विचारते.  
‘वमत्राची गोʼ’ वचत्रपटाਉा शेिटਉा फे्रममȯे ‘After more than 67 years of independence, Mitra still looking 

for freedom’ या ओळी ̊ʴमान होतात.  या ओळी लोकशाही शासनप्रणाली ˢीकारलेʞा भारतात सामाविक 
प्रमाणकामȯे न बसणा̴या ʩक्ीਉंा न संपणा̴या संघषााकडे वनिेश करणा̴या आहेत. असीम िािा यांनी ‘अवलगढ’ 
वचत्रपटाਉा संिभाात ʩक् केलेले पुढील मत हा विषय हाताळणा̴या अɊ वचत्रपटांਉा संिभाातही अɋिाक ठरते. 
“Aligarh is a very important film, a milestone in the history of Indian cinema that should start the much-needed 
conversation about how India treats a visible and yet often ignored minority group” (Chhabra 2015).  

अवलगढ’ वचत्रपटात  प्रो. वसरस यांना वमळणारी अपमाना˙ि िागणूक, ȑांਉािर टाकला गेलेला बवहʺार पाहात 
असताना ȑांना Ɋाय वमळ਻ाची शक्यता ििळपास नाही अशी पे्रक्षकांची समिूत होते.  मात्र सामाविक संिेिनशीलता 
तीव्र असणारा खुʞा विचारांचा  िीपू सेबेस्ːयन आवण सेक्शन ͚͞͞ ਉा संिभाात अविरत संघषा करणारा िकील वििय 
ग्रोʬर यांਉा कृवतशील प्रयȉामुळे प्रो. वसरस यांची बािू घेणारे मोठे आंिोलन उभे राहते. प्रो. वसरास यांना Ɋाय वमळािा 
ʉणून आंिोलन करणा̴या समूहाਉा पुनरािृȅ होणा̴या ̊ʴप्रवतमांचा येिे उʟेख करता येईल.  ‘अवलगढ’ वचत्रपटातील 
काही ̊ʴ कोटारूममȯे घडतात.  या ̊ʴांमȯे अवलगढ विȨापीठाਉा बािूने असणारा िकील आवण प्रो. वसरस यांਉा 
बािूने लढणारा िकील अशा िोन पात्रांਉा माȯमातून समवलंगी संबंधाकडे पाह਻ाची विरोधी िैचाररक भूमी वसȠ होते.  
या िोन िवकलांਉा िाि-प्रवतिािातून सेक्शन ͚͞͞ चा समवलंगी संबंध ठेिणा̴या ʩक्ीकंडे पाह਻ाचा अिमूʞनाȏक 
̊वʼकोन,  ͚ िुलै ͙͗͗͠ मȯे विʟी उ਄ Ɋायालयाने  समवलंगी संबंध ठेिणे हा गुɎा नाही असे केलेले प्रवतपािन, 
ʩक्ीची प्रवतʿा आवण ȑाਉा खासगी आयुˈाਉा संिभाातील गोपनीयतेचा अवधकार नमूि करणारा संविधानातील 
अनुਅेि ͙͘ इȑािी कायिेशीर मुȞे ȑाਉा विविध आयामांसह अधोरेस्खत होतात.  वचत्रपटातील काही ̊ʴांਉा 
उपयोिनातून  घडविले िाणारे हे  िैचाररक मंिन वचत्रपटाਉा प्रयोिनमूʞाशी समकक्ष आहे, असे ʉणता येते. मीनाक्षी 
शेਭे यांनी ‘अवलगढ’ वचत्रपटाਉा संिभाात काढलेले पुढील उȜार याच मुȟाचे अधोरेखन करणारे आहेत. “Aligarh is 
masterfully directed: it is that rare film that courageously stands for human rights, including those of 
homosexuals, yet offers a quiet, distilled perspective” (Shedde 2015). 

‘अवलगढ’ वचत्रपटाਉा शेिटਉा ट̪ɗािर प्रो.वसरस यांਉा बािूने कोटााचा वनकाल लागतो आवण ȑांचे वनलंबन मागे घेतले 
िाते हे ̊ʴ पुढे येते.  पत्रकार िीपू सेबेस्ːयन, िकील वििय ग्रोʬर आवण प्रो. वसरस यांना Ɋाय वमळािा ʉणून ȑांਉा 
बािूने उभे रावहलेले आंिोलक यांਉा सामूवहक प्रयȉातून प्रो. वसरस यांਉा बािूने वनकाल लागतो.  प्रो. वसरस यांचे आयुˈ 
पुɎा वनयवमत होणार असे िाटत असतानाच वनकालाਉा िुस̴या वििशी सकाळी ȑांਉा आकस्˝क आवण संशया˙ि 
मृȑूची बातमी पुढे येते.  प्रो. वसरस यांਉा मृȑूचे गूढ तसेच ठेित वचत्रपट संपतो. ‘अवलगढ’ वचत्रपट हा प्रो. रामचंद्र वसरस 
यांਉा आयुˈािरील बायोवपक असʞामुळे  वचत्रपटातील या पात्राचा मृȑू हे कस्ʙत िाˑि नाही.  हा मृȑू नैसवगाक 
असला तरी तो िेगळा लैंवगक कल असलेʞा संिेिनशील माणसाਉा िाਨाला येणा̴या सामाविक िंचनेचा पररणाम 
अस਻ाची िाट शक्यता आहे.  प्रो. वसरस यांची एक ʩक्ी ʉणून समािापासून, ˢतुः पासून तुटत िा਻ाची प्रवक्रया या 
संिभाात विचारात घेता येईल.   िुस̴या बािूने विचार करता हा मृȑू नैसवगाक नसेल, तर  प्रो.वसरस यांना कोटाात Ɋाय 
वमळाला असला तरी प्रȑक्षात वििय प्र̾िावपत मूʞसंकेतांची पाठराखण करणा̴या तिाकवित संˋृवतरक्षकांचाच झाला 
ही िˑुस्̾िती नाकारता येणार नाही.  ȑामुळे मृȑू नैसवगाक असो वकंिा अनैसवगाक असो, एका  वमतभाषी, सौिɊपूणा ितान 
करणा̴या, विȪान प्राȯापकाਉा आयुˈाचा असा शेिट होणे हे शोकगभाच आहे.    



International Journal of Advance and Innovative Research   
Volume 9, Issue 4 (III): October - December, 2022  
 

135 

ISSN  2394 - 7780 

उपरोक् वििेचनािरून िेगळी लैंवगक ओळख असणा̴या ʩक्ीਉंा आȏसɉानाची लढाई िीघा काळ सुरू राहणार आहे, 
हे ˙ʼपणे अधोरेस्खत झाले आहे.  प्र̾िावपत धारणांचे गौरिीकरण करणारी समूहमानवसकता बिल਻ाची प्रवक्रया सुरू 
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