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¢ ' ABOUT THE COLLEGE ' S
| |

The aim of the college is to encourage and promote education to all sections of the
society, especially the socially and economically backward and weaker sections.
ot This premier education institute is spread over a plot of 2.2 acres.

The College has faculties of Arts, Science and Commerce on aided basis and B.Sc.
CS, B.Sc. IT, BAMMC, BMS, BAF, BBI and BAFTNMP on unaided basis. The
college has fully qualified and competent teaching staff. It offers all modern
amenities needed for all-round development of the students’ personality, such as
library, reading room, internet club, auditorium, well-equipped computer labswith
digital overhead projectors, gymkhana, gymnasium and Audio-Visual room to
mention a few.

The students can also pursue their M. Com in Management, Advanced
Accountancy, Banking and Finance and M.Sc. in Chemistryand Botany M.Sc.IT. The
college also has a research centre for Ph.D. in Chemistry and Commerce. The
college is also a centre for Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open University.

¢ : ABOUT THE CONFERENCE : >

Acceptance is the first step to move forward and taking measures is the final step.

Human beings are one of the most beautiful creations of the creator. There are
variations in terms of biological and socio-cultural identities among them. Acceptance
of different genders and making them respectful members of the society is the greatest
need of present society.

Gender has diversified itself. As we all are aware of the fact that LGBTQIA+
community face increased discrimination due to their sexually minority identity hence
this conference aims and supports gender quality and would like to bring about a
change in the attitude of all the stakeholders towards sexuality stereotypes.

_ At Dnyanasadhana, we are trying to spread awareness about LGBTQIA+ community
among different stakeholders. We have taken “BEING ME” as a 5 years project with
same objective since 2020-21.

This conference will be used to champion equality at National Level.
This is a call to all the representatives of different NGOs, organisations and research
scholars who are involved in this particular field. Our attempt will be to understand the

needs and problems of LGBTQIA+ communities and to know their expectations from
educational institution like us.
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FROM THE DESK OF HON. SECRETARY SHRI KAMLESH S. PRADHAN

Acceptance is the first step to move forward and taking measures is the final step.

Human beings are one of the most beautiful creations of the Creator. There are variations in terms of
biological and socio-cultural identities among them. Acceptance of different genders and making them
respectful members of the society is the greatest need of present world. As we all are aware of the fact that
LGBTQIA+ community face increased discrimination due to their sexually minority identity.

Hence Satish Pradhan Dnyanasadhana College is organising a one day International Conference in
association with ICSSR on the topic “Being Me- understanding different dimensions of LGBTQIA+
community”.The conference aims at supporting gender equality and would like to bring about a change in
the attitude of all the stakeholders towards sexuality stereotypes.

This conference is under the “BEING ME” initiative, a 5 year project of the college from the year 2020-21.
“Being Me initiative” aims towards sensitizing our students, teaching and non- teaching staff about
different social issues experienced by LGBTQIA+ , Divyangjans, Unskilled workers, old age citizens and
gender specific health issues.

We, the Management, feel very proud to take a step ahead in achieving the objective of Being Me and wish
the committee members all the best!

Shri Kamlesh Pradhan
Hon. General Secretary & Trustee

Dnyanasadhana Thane (society)



FROM THE DESK OF PRINCIPAL DR. GANESH BHAGURE

It is indeed a great pleasure that Being me is organizing a one day International Conference in association
with ICSSR on the topic “Being Me- understanding different dimensions of LGBTQIA+ community” on
20™ September, 2022 in Blended mode( offline/online).

This conference would focus on the discrimination faced by LGBTQIA+ community and enhance shared
understanding of diversity. It would help in sensitizing and empowering our youth to welcome diversity.
Formerly known as Dnyanasadhana college , this magnanimous college had started in 1983 by our visionary
founder , President Shri Satish Pradhan. This institute was started to cater to the need of higher education
and provide affordable education for low income groups. Because of such foresight, today our college is
much sought after for traditional courses as well as self-finance courses. The institute now has a large
spectrum of courses ranging between UG to PG and PhD courses.

We have invited NGOs, corporate professionals, members from the LGBTQIA+ community, academicians ,
researchers, policy makers working for the rights of LGBTQIA+ to share their experiences, learnings and
insights in this conference. We have invited research papers from across India on the theme “Historical
context of LGBTQIA+ community” and “Problems and challenges experienced by LGBTQIA+ community
and need for setting up of new norms in the field of education, health, employment etc”.

I am looking forward to productive and healthy discussion among all the participants including both
speakers and the audience.l would like to place on record my sincere gratitude and appreciation towards
management of Dnyanasadhana society, resource persons, participants, faculty members and the organisers
for putting in their untiring efforts.

I am sure their efforts will bear the fruits of hard work. I hope this conference would go a long way in
enlightening one and all.

Dr. Ganesh Bhagure

Principal



FROM THE DESK OF CONFERENCE SECRETARIES

Satish Pradhan Dnyanasadhana College has organised a one day International Conference in association
with ICSSR on the topic “Being Me- understanding different dimensions of LGBTQIA+ community” on
20™ September, 2022.

This conference was a part of our project "Being me" which has been initiated by Mrs. Manasi Pradhan, jt.
secretary Dnyanasadhana, Thane which aims at sensitizing all the stakeholders on different issues related
with LGBTQIA+ community, senior citizens, unskilled workers, Divyangjans and gender specific health
problems.

The Institution has organised approximately 25 programmes in the year 2021-22 to sensitise the
stakeholders towards all the objectives. We received good responses from research scholars and students
irrespective of the topic being diverse.

This conference has witnessed array of speakers from across the globe such as Geneva, London, Chicago,
Turkey, New York who spoke about the status of LGBTQIA+ community in their own country and
challenges faced by them.

Thanks to NGOs and support groups such as Tweet Foundation, Humsafar Trust, Sweekar,Desi Parents who
readily offered us a helping hand in all the matters relating to the conference.

We owe much to Dr. Nilakshi Roy, Maya Awasthi, Urmi Jadhav, Dr Neeta Sane, Mario da Penha, to name a
few, who helped us in connecting to resource persons and NGOs.

Dr. Sanjyot Deuskar and Dr. Anita Dakshina

(Conference Secretary)
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SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND GENDER IDENTITY ARE DIFFERENT: THE RESEARCH PAPER
STATING THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE COMPLICATED TERMS WITH MIXED METHOD
ANALYSIS

Ms. Afshan Shaikh, Ms. Vishakha Patil and Ms. Ananya Shinde
Final Year, Bsc, Computer Science, Satish Pradha Dyanasadhana College, Thane (W)

ABSTRACT

How many people know the difference between sexualities and gender identities? Not many, so in this research
review, we're going to glance at what exactly these terms mean, how could we differ the terms, and how this
misunderstanding affects queer people. There are different types of sexualities and gender labels used by
millions of people, which may stress out the people who want to understand their queer friend or a family
member or are just curious.So to start with sexual orientation is a term used to describe your romantic or
intimate partner preference, you may be attracted to the opposite sex (Straight), same-sex (Gay, Lesbian), both
(Bisexual), or even more than just two genders (Pansexual, Omnisexual, etc.) and might not even feel a
romantic or sexual attraction (Asexual) or less attraction (Demisexual, Demiromantic). While gender identity is
a term used to describe who you are from within, what you feel from inside, and how you would like other
people to identify you as, you may be transgender, non-binary, genderfluid, or genderqueer, these are some
labels from the 78 identified genders as per 2019 research excluding the birth-assigned genders.When people
often misinterpret those terms, closeted queers couldn’t point out their negligence without getting an eye. It
inflicts mental health issues on the discriminated queer people who are just being themselves. In conclusion,
sexual orientation & gender identities are both varied terms consisting of several diverse labels.

Keywords: Sexual orientation, gender identity, non-binary, genderqueer, closeted, omnisexual, diverse labels.

INTRODUCTION

We use an acronym (LGBT). Which is Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender. Gender Identity is who you
are like man, women, or transgender. Sexual orientation differs from gender identity which means who you are
attracted to physically, emotionally, romantically. Further information about sexual orientation and gender
identity: Since ancient time people accepted that it is a proper way for man and woman to be together but
development of globalization and impact of western culture people value the sexuality specially among college
students, because they are our future. They are receiving higher education and follow the new trend.

Sexual orientation is divided into four major classes which is as follows:

Heterosexual: They are known as “Straight” people. Heterosexuality is romantic attraction, sexual attraction or
sexual behavior between people of the opposite sex or gender.

Homosexual: Homosexuality is romantic attraction, sexual attraction, or sexual behavior between members of
the same sex or gender. As a sexual orientation, homosexuality is "an enduring pattern of emotional, romantic,
and/or sexual attractions" to people of the same sex.

Asexual: Asexuality is the lack of sexual attraction to others, or low or absent interest in or desire for sexual
activity. It may be considered a sexual orientation or the lack thereof. It may also be categorized more widely,
to include a broad spectrum of asexual sub-identities.

Bisexual: Bisexuality is romantic attraction, sexual attraction, or sexual behavior toward both males and
females, or to more than one gender. It may also be defined to include romantic or sexual attraction to people
regardless of their sex or gender identity, which is also known as pansexuality.

In gender identity people who are transgender, or who otherwise don’t confirm to gender stereotype come from
all walks of life. Trans people are one of the most disadvantageous groups in society. They routinely experience
prejudice, discrimination, hatred, harassment and even violence.

In 2010 the Trans Plus project conducted a detailed survey with 433 people across Ontario. Trans people
reported barriers and discrimination in accessing employment and medical care. Two Third said that they had
avoided public spaces such as malls, clothing stores, and gyms because of fear of harassment. the trans and non-
confirming gender individuals to legal protection in the same way that people are protected from discrimination,
harassment based on race, age, disability and all other prohibit grounds.
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REVIEW OF LITERATURE

A greater tolerance for people with diverse sexual orientations and gender identities has been observed in
several parts of the world. They are forced to live in cloistered groups, on the fringes of society and in extreme
poverty. Literature and Cinema have beautifully depicted the sociological, sexual, psychological, cultural
violence faced by this community. These people have their own way of style, language, expression, feeling and
behavior.

All of them are neglected by the society and thus they create their own society in which they make themselves
comfortable but even then, they are tortured and disturbed by the outer world. The two great Sanskrit epic
poems, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, indicate the existence of a third gender in ancient India society.
Homosexuality seems to be alien to Indian culture and is a source of moral corruption. Homosexual love and its
representations are not new in India.

Homosexual love has its echoes, explicit or incipient in Indian religious scriptures, paintings and literatures,
ancient and modern. Critics such as Ruth Vanita, Saleem Kidwai, who have written extensively on the history
and traditions of same-sex love argue that “many believe that the idea and practice of same-sex love were
imported into India by ‘foreigners’- Muslim invaders, European conquerors, or American capitalists” (Vanita
and Kidwai 2008, xxxv) who did not approve of non-procreative sex.

The situation was severely worsened when the British Government being influenced by the principles of
Victorian Puritanism introduced a penal code that considered homosexual love a crime of severe punishment
which continued to be part of the Indian Penal Code. Earlier than that in Indian culture, lesbianism and gayism
were acceptable forms of sexuality — the most ancient sculptural art of Khajuraho caves and the architecture of
some of the Hindu temples in Orissa bear a burning testimony. Influenced by colonial thinking, the non-
heteronormative sexual identities came to be objected and outlawed in India.

The consequence can be seen in India, where the Gay Pride Marches in Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Bangalore and
Chennai include lesbians, gays, transgenders and others who come together as ‘Queer’ to forge coalitional
politics against the homophobic Indian society. The word ‘lesbianism’ is derived from the Greek word ‘Lesbos,’
a Greek island in the Aegean Sea which was the native place of Sappho, the 7th Century B.C. lyric poetess who
addressed her love poems to women. In the Kamasutra, the famous classic of Hindu erotica, there is a clear
mention of lesbianism.

Today lesbianism is a universal phenomenon where women find sexual fulfilment among themselves. It has
been increasing in the conservative Indian society despite the society’s lack of recognition of this practice.
Reason being a woman can work up another woman better than a man; whereas a man performs and after doing
it he becomes indifferent to his female partner or shows lack of care for her. Indian women are controlled
during their pre and post marital stages of life. They are either under the clutches of their parents or husbands.
They are subjected to social bias and issues from which many of them fail to find a way out.

R. Raj Rao is one of India’s leading gay-rights activists. His novel The Boyfriend (2003) is one of the first gay
novels to come from India. He also published the non-fiction work Whistling in the Dark (2009), and the novel
Hostel Room 131 (2010). Poems from Rao’s BOMGAY collection served as the basis for Riyad Vinci Wadia’s
film Bomgay (1996), said to be India’s first gay film. Following the success of The Boyfriend, Rao founded the
Queer Studies Circle at Pune University. Rao was one of the first to offer a course on LGBT literature at the
university level in India. Rao’s novel The Boyfriend deconstructs received understandings of sexuality, sex, and
gender in India and inscribes the queer subculture of Bombay as a legitimate part of Indian culture, thus
counterbalancing homophobic nationalist discourses that reproduce normative sexualities. However, Rao’s texts
extend in order to redefine the cultural norm of what constitutes Indian culture.

Transgenders/Hijras (Eunuchs) were granted voting rights in 1994 in India. Shabnam ‘Mausi’ Bano - is the first
transgender Indian or Hijra to be elected to public office. Padmini Prakash has become India’s first transgender
to anchor a daily television news show. Further research may be carried out to explore the different seminal
texts or literary representations of Indian writings in English related to the LGBTQIA community-- that are still
seem to be uncovered or unexplored vistas of Queer space i.e., present in it.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Though many studies are done based on the LGBTQ+ community, not all have a particular article regarding the
differences in the definition of some complex terms. This study explicitly counters the problem of inadequacy
of the study on the terms in the community.
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As the study of the LGBTQ+ community is conducted in very few education systems or media, there is a lack of
understanding among people, on what specifically is the difference between various terms and what they mean.
might want to get some help or want to support someone else.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The primary objective of this study is to state the distinct difference between the term’s sexual orientation and
gender identity and how it affects people.

Defining Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity

Sexual orientation has three distinct components -- identity (I'm gay), behavior (I have sex with the same
gender) and attraction (I'm sexually attracted to the same gender). Research focusing on sexual orientation uses
these components to identify who belongs to which group. However, it is difficult to use these assessment scale
due to ambiguity of the definition of sexual orientation. The variability in defining sexual orientation may
produce inconsistent findings across studies. Thus, researches should carefully appraise the appropriateness of
their definitions on sexual orientation in the light of research. Similar variant definition is observed in the
studies of ‘transgender’ because some people do not use transgender to define themselves or some who are
engage in same sex behavior would not define themselves as LGB regardless of researcher’s definition. So,
simply asking people whether they transgender may led to false reports.

Reluctance to Identify as LGBT to Researchers

Researchers studying such sensitive topics have to face the reluctance of some participants to disclose
information about themselves. Questions on sensitive topics such as sexual practices can be seen as intruding
their privacy, thus, the respondents may refuse to answer, intentionally give inaccurate response or may decline
to participate in research. Sexual minority is highly stigmatized. Despite improvements in the social
environment of LGBTs, LGBTs have much to lose, face discrimination and may become subject to violence
from having disclosed their sexual status. LGBTs may not be willing to disclose their identity to researchers.
Such sensitive topics face challenges of non-participation or false response. Participants may be more willing to
disclose their sensitive information anonymously.

Obtaining High Quality Samples

Even if the issue of definition is solved, researchers cannot find high quality/ statistical data about the
characteristics of this population. Numerous studies of sexual minority have given us an insight in the life and
health of LGBTs. If the goal of the study is to provide an approximation that can be generalized with the entire
LGBT population, Statistical samples are required. Obtaining such samples of LGBT population is difficult as
these group of people are hard to reach due to definition ambiguity, discrimination and fear of isolation.
Random samples of the LGBT population are impossible to obtain because no conceivable samples exist while
it is hard to obtain representative samples because of no proper definition and another reason being the fact that
many LGBT people may choose not to identify themselves as such.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Research staff, including 1 member of the study team (K.D.), conducted 27 semi structured, individual
interviews, using verbal probing cognitive interviewing techniques. We recruited patients in person in clinic
waiting rooms, shortly after they had completed the survey, between May 2016 and July 2016; these patients
represent a convenience sample. We interviewed patients to understand their thought processes about, reactions
to and experience of the survey questions. We conducted the interviews, which lasted on average 29 minutes, in
a private space. We collected patient demographics to ensure variability in the participants interviewed. We
conducted the interviews in English, and patients were required to have sufficient fluency to complete the
consent process and understand all questions. We audio-recorded and transcribed the interviews verbatim.
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Comparison between seli-reported gender identity disclosed in the sociodemographic survey versus information from the patient chart

Self-reported gender identity disclosed in the survey Information from the patient chart

Female, n (%) Male, m (%) Transgender or genderdivers—:-.-n %) Total, m (%)
Femala 7750 (857 T2(1.2 40 (22.9 T8T1(55.2
Male 31 (0.4 5620 (94.3) 27 (15.4 BBET (30.0
T gende ersex or oth. 3 @ 3 12
Frefer not to answer, don't know or no answer 202 (3.5 256 (4.3 13 (7.4, 581 (2.0)
Total 8105 5967 175 14 247

Self-reported sexual orientation disclosed in the sociodemographic survey

Self-reported sexual orientation Responses, n (%)
Heterosesxual (straight) 10 784 (T5.7)
Gay 1325 (8.3)
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Twenty-seven patients were interviewed during the study. They were diverse in age, gender identity, education
level, preferred language, immigration status and self-rated health. Several key themes emerged through the
analysis. First, many patients said they appreciated the variety of options available for both the sexual
orientation and gender identity questions. Unprompted, several patients reported that having diverse options
created a positive impression of the health organization, which was perceived as an inclusive organization
welcoming of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and 2-spirited (LGBTQ?2S) individuals. Many patients
with a variety of sexual orientations and gender identities wanted to know more about the meaning of the
various options provided, and the questions sparked curiosity about sexual and gender diversity.

Second, some patients felt uncomfortable answering these questions. Some LGBTQ2S patients reported that
answering the questions on sexual orientation and gender identity made them uncomfortable because these
questions brought previous experiences of discrimination to the surface. Regarding the question on sexual
orientation, 1 participant noted, “I’m trying to break free from what I 've dealt with my whole life from my family
... the persecution of gays, and that whole history ... so it was difficult just for me personally to answer it. |
made it through it, and answered it as honestly [as] I could. But [it was] still difficult, just because of what I’'ve
gone through and what I've had to hide in a sense.” A small number of cisgender and heterosexual patients
interviewed expressed discomfort with the response options provided, often relating their feelings to having
been raised in environments not tolerant of diversity in gender identity and sexual orientation. One patient
noted, “[The sexual orientation question —] it’s just uncomfortable for me. (...) I grew up in a family that ...
you 're heterosexual and that’s it.”

Third, despite the variety of responses provided, some patients did not see their identities reflected in the
options. The term “bi-flexible” was suggested as a response option for the sexual orientation question. Patients
suggested adding a broader term, such as “gender nonbinary” as a gender identity response option. The gender
identity question also did not include ‘?2-spirited,” although it was included in the question on sexual
orientation. Adding an open-ended field as a way to capture specificity instead of trying to label all identities
and orientations was also suggested for both questions.




International Journal of Advance and Innovative Research ISSN 2394 - 7780
Volume 9, Issue 4 (III): October - December, 2022

Fitting themselves into a specific category was difficult for patients who had recently come out as trans or were
currently transitioning. “I’m a trans woman, so I just don’t know where I fall in there. Most of my life I went the
way I was supposed to go, but now I'm coming out as my trans woman self. I left [the question] blank.” Some
patients were uncertain of the definition of the term “trans” and whether it referred to individuals who had
socially or medically transitioned, or neither, or who had a gender identity that differed from the sex they were
assigned at birth. One participant noted that since the data were being collected in a medical setting, she
assumed a more clinical definition of the term. “I realized after I had put ‘trans’ that within a medical setting, it
tends to see trans identity as a, as a very medical phenomena. In terms of the physical attributes of like and the
sexual reproduction aspects and that’s not like really my kind of association with terms.”

ANALYSIS INTERPRETATION OF THE DATA

The most active generation in the LGBTQ+ community is the youth. And when it comes to society, they are
often mistreated for being who they are. Despite the lack of research in this sector and the society's
interpretation of this as a trend of a new generation, people are influenced to believe in the facts put forward by
the homophobic people without doing an exploration themselves.

Since the 1990’s the word transgender has been used primarily as an umbrella term to describe those people
who defy societal expectations and assumptions regarding gender. The establishment of gender identity is a
complex phenomenon and the diversity of gender expression argues against a simple or unitary explanation. For
this reason, the extent to which it is determined by social vs biological (i.e., genes and hormones) factors
continues to be debated vigorously.

The biological basis of gender identity cannot be modelled in animals and is best studied in people who identify
with a gender that is different from the sex of their genitals, in particular transsexual people. Several extensive
reviews by Dick Swaab and coworkers elaborate on the current evidence for an array of prenatal factors that
influence gender identity, including genes and hormones.

Research over several decades has demonstrated that sexual orientation ranges along a continuum, from
exclusive attraction to the opposite sex to exclusive attraction to the same sex. However, sexual orientation is
usually discussed in terms of 3 categories: heterosexual (having emotional, romantic or sexual attractions to
members of the other sex), homosexual (having emotional, romantic or sexual attractions to members of one’s
sex) and bisexual (having emotional, romantic or sexual attractions to both men and women). Most people
experience little or no sense of choice about their sexual orientation. There is no scientifically convincing
research to show that therapy aimed at changing sexual orientation (i.e., reparative or conversion therapy) is
safe or effective.

The origin of sexual orientation is far from being understood, although there is no indication that it is affected
by social aspects after birth. On the other hand, a large amount of empirical data suggests that genes and
hormones are important regulators of sexual orientation. Useful animal models and experimental paradigms in
animals have helped frame questions and propose hypotheses related to human sexual orientation.

LIMITATIONS IN THE STUDY OF LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY
Researchers are faced with many social, cultural or behavioral challenges during the research study.

CONCLUSION

Following our research goal of improving the quality-of-life LGBTQI through breaking the silence that exist
about violence, harassment, and discrimination.Although much of evidence on norm change towards greater
acceptance of support for LGBTQI people comes from the global North, there is growing body of evidence
from southern countries which suggests that discourses of equality have taken hold in many palaces.

Since 1990 the word transgender has been used primarily as an umbrella term to describe for who defies
assumptions regarding gender. Many surveys have been done for people to understand the LGBTQI term. In
2010 Trans Plus Project conducted a survey for trans people in which they show how people harass them and
humiliate them that even fear to go outside. In 2001, The UK Gay and Lesbian Census had done survey in in
that time it’s the largest survey one face to face or through phone or internet but because of low literacy level,
the people dont understand the term. Just like that, many surveys had been done regarding LGBTQI for people
to understand them and treat them equally. But because of people judging ability and low literacy it has become
a sensitive topic.

According to literature reviewed in this paper showing increasing attention to the challenges facing the
LGBTQI people in developing countries mostly focusing on the human rights-based approach. Usually,
interventions, approaches and campaigns draw on a discourse of human rights that advocates for inclusion of
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LGBTQI people into existing structures rather than a systemic change that might challenge the gender binary.
while this is an important first step, a queer approach would also push to deconstruct heteronormativity by
challenging an identity-based approach and allowing for wider expression of sexual orientation and gender
identity.
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A LEGACY OF LGBTQ PIONEERS IN MEDICINE

Dr. Amita Charandas Chandanshive
Satish Pradhan Dnyanasadhana College, Thane

THE PROBLEM AND SCOPE
LGBTQ History Month runs from October 1-31.

“Race, gender, religion, sexuality, we are all people and that’s it. We’re all people. We’re all equal.” That is
according to Conor Franta. Whatever your gender, race, religion, and sexuality is, you’re still the person which
you are now. Your sexual preference doesn’t define you, it is your personality that aspire you to be who you are
in the society where you belong. But there are still people who do not yet accept the third sex in the community.
Attitude is determined as “a predisposition or a tendency to respond positively or negatively to a certain idea,
object, person, or situation” [1]. A person have two angles in viewing a certain person or peers that is involve in
a society, its either positive or negative. On the other hand, an attitude is “a relatively enduring organization of
beliefs, feelings, and behavioral tendencies towards socially significant objects, groups, events or symbols”. We
all know that we live in a society with a group of different people that has different perceptions. Like, the
negative stereotypical thoughts arise from proximity and social knowledge of out groups; and in the case of
heterosexual-homosexual dynamics, they may also serve as a safety mechanism used to enforce group
superiority and normalcy. That means that society still exhibit ambivalence of the inclusive acceptance of
homosexuality today.

The widespread of LGBT community has awakening the social perspectives of the society towards them. This
study could not only benefits to the researchers but also for the whole community. It may change their views,
perceptions, and beliefs in the LGBT community. Nowadays the researchers have seen a lot of changes towards
the LGBT community. On how they interact, and build their self in the society just for them to be accepted. The
purpose of the study is to know what heterosexual people sees homosexual as their friends and how do they
interact with them and also to acknowledge the society about how homosexuality approach the heterosexuality
in the 21st century. This present study was intended to achieve the views and perceptions of heterosexuality
towards the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender in the society. The study beset 3 main objectives: To explore
current views and perceptions of heterosexuality towards homosexuality. To discover how people deal and how
they interact with homosexuality. To examine their basis on how they come up with such an attitude towards
homosexuality.

THEORATICAL FRAMEWORK

It’s well established that June is LGBTQ Pride Month in recognition of the Stonewall Riots of June 1969, so
why do we celebrate LGBTQ History Month in October? According to the observance’s official homepage, in
1994, Rodney Wilson, a Missouri high school teacher, believed a month should be dedicated to the celebration
and teaching of gay and lesbian history, and gathered other teachers and community leaders in support of the
cause. They selected October because American public schools are in session and existing traditions such as
today, Coming Out Day (October 11), occur during this month. National Coming Out Day marks the
anniversary of the National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights on October 11, 1987.

Legacy honors the observance each year not only to uplift the LGBTQ community, but to honor our own
history. The Montrose Clinic, which grew to become Legacy Community Health, was originally founded as a
health clinic by and for gay men where the community could go for judgement-free care. Though the early
volunteers at the Montrose Clinic were pioneers in the field of LGBTQ health care here in Houston, they
weren’t the first. Let’s get to know some of the other innovators in queer medicine and some who still work
alongside.

Homosexuals and transgender people have not been treated fairly by the healthcare system historically. Until
the 1970s, homosexuality was considered a psychiatric illness. Various treatments were used to change sexual
orientation — with little success. In 1992, homosexuality was removed from the International Classification of
Diseases. Some would argue that the AIDS crisis became an epidemic because the larger medical community
viewed it as a gay disease and thus not worth aggressively researching and treating. Even President Reagan tried
to prevent his Surgeon General, C. Everett Koop, from speaking out about the AIDS epidemic publicly and
joked about AIDS as being the “gay plague.”

Despite this discriminatory history, the LGBTQ community has made meaningful contributions to the larger
medical field.



https://www.britannica.com/event/Stonewall-riots
https://lgbthistorymonth.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_National_March_on_Washington_for_Lesbian_and_Gay_Rights
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In 2018, when the Supreme Court unanimously struck down India’s colonial-era criminal prohibition on same-
sex relations, Justice Indu Malhotra stated that, “an apology [is owed] to members of the LGBT community ...
for the ostracization and persecution they faced because of society’s ignorance.” In the case’s early stages, the
Indian Medical Association made clear: “We are seriously concerned that homosexuality is looked upon as a
disorder and in our joint petition appealed to the Supreme Court that it was not an illness.”

In January 2021, the Delhi Child Rights Commission recommended a ban on medically unnecessary
“normalizing” surgeries on children born with intersex variations. This follows the southern state of Tamil
Nadu banning such operations in 2019 after a court upheld the informed consent rights for intersex children.
The commission’s recommendation received support from the Delhi Medical Council, which wrote that,
“[s]urgical interventions ... that are not deemed medically necessary should be delayed until the patient can
provide meaningful informed consent.”

The medical commission’s advisory this week, Dr. L. Ramakrishnan, vice president of SAATHII, an LGBT
advocacy group, said: “The issue is not only one of misrepresentation but also one of absence. For instance,
standard Indian textbooks in Pediatrics do not mention same-gender attraction or transgender identity in a non-
pathologizing manner while addressing child and adolescent development.”

The National Medical Commission’s announcement further indicates the widespread support for reform among
Indian legal and medical experts. It is a good precedent for what is needed across the education sector — a
comprehensive update of outdated curricula.

Statement- about LGBTQIA pioneers in Medicine field.

Solution- This study will determine the knowledge of students from Thane city towards LGBTQIA pioneers in
medicine field.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Phill Wilson (he/him) is a prominent Black HIV/AIDS activist. After the death of his partner from HIV, he
founded the Black AIDS Institute in 1999. Wilson was later appointed to President Obama’s Advisory Council
on HIV/AIDS and served as a World AIDS Summit delegate advocating for the CDC Despite this
discriminatory history, the LGBTQ community has made meaningful contributions to the larger medical
community. Somewhat interestingly, this article was quite difficult to research, as gay history is still being
written and not widely studied. In honor of Pride month, celebrates these heroes.to provide additional funding to
Black-led HIV/AIDS advocacy groups. He was a forerunner in the creation of the “Let’s Stop HIV Together”
campaign, which promotes HIV testing, prevention and treatment.

Dr. Alan L. Hart (October 4, 1890 — July 1, 1962)

Dr. Hart was an American physician, radiologist, tuberculosis researcher, writer and novelist. In 1918, he was
one of the first trans men to undergo hysterectomy and gonadectomy in the United States and lived the rest of
his life as a man. Somewhat interestingly, this was quite difficult to research, as gay history is still being written
and not widely studied. In honor of Pride month, celebrates these heroes. He pioneered the use of X-Ray
photography in tuberculosis detection. Dr. Hart was instrumental in developing tuberculosis screening programs
at the time that TB was the largest disease killer in the US. Dr. Hart’s efforts with screening programs saved
thousands of lives. Utilizing an X-Ray system Dr. Hart developed, doctors managed to cut the tuberculosis
death toll down to one-fiftieth from previous levels.

Dr. Louise Pearce (March 5, 1885 — August 10, 1959)
Louise Pearce, a physician and pathologist, was one of the foremost female scientists of the early 20th century.
Her research led to a cure for trypanosomiasis (African Sleeping sickness) in 1919.

In 1920, when a severe outbreak of the disease broke out in the Belgian Congo, (modern day Zaire), Dr. Pearce,
then 35 years old and attracted by the adventures of field research, volunteered to go alone to Leopoldville to
test the new drug. The Rockefeller Institute sent Pearce, “trusting her vigorous personality to carry out an
assignment none too easy for a woman physician and not without its dangers.” Studying the effect of each dose
of tryparsamide on more than seventy patients, Pearce saw the parasites were completely eradicated within a
few weeks of the treatment. Belgian officials, impressed and grateful for her results, awarded her the Ancient
Order of the Crown and elected her a member of the Belgian Society of Tropical Medicine. For many years,
Louise Pearce lived with physician Sara Josephine Baker and author Ida A. R. Wylie and is even buried
alongside them. All were members of Heterodoxy, a feminist biweekly luncheon discussion club, of which
many members were lesbian or bisexual.



https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/09/07/same-sex-relations-no-longer-crime-india
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/09/07/same-sex-relations-no-longer-crime-india
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/01/14/momentum-builds-around-intersex-protection-india
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/08/29/indian-state-bans-unnecessary-surgery-intersex-children
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/04/29/indian-court-decides-favor-informed-consent-rights-intersex-people
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/01/14/momentum-builds-around-intersex-protection-india
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JSwXmjwdLE0-UHnliDRmj6k6ijPfikb6/edit
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/06/24/section-377-history-young-lgbt-indians-need-concrete-policies-protect-them-bullying
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Michael Dillon

1st May 1915-15th May 1952

Michael Dillon was the second child of an Irish baronet. Assigned female at birth, he took an early interest in
masculinity. At Oxford University he became President of the Women’s Boat Club and was already presenting
in a masculine fashion.

After graduation, Dillon got work near Bristol. A local GP, George Foss, was experimenting with a new drug,
testosterone, but it had unfortunate side-effects for women patients. He wrote up the trial for The Lancet. Dillon
thought those side-effects were just what he needed. Dr. Foss was initially happy to help, but asked Dillon to
see a psychiatrist. This did not go well. The psychiatrist told Foss not to help Dillon. He also gossiped to people
at Dillon’s workplace, forcing him to seek alternative employment. Foss gave Dillon a supply of testosterone
but declined to continue treatment.

WW?2 created opportunities for people who were legally female. Dillon obtained work at a car dealership in
Bristol. Meanwhile, testosterone began to change his body. In 1942 Dillon collapsed in the street and was taken
to the Bristol Royal Infirmary. There he met a doctor who agreed to perform breast removal surgery. Dillon also
obtained a letter explaining that his sex had been incorrectly recorded at birth. This allowed him to change his
legal name and gender. Able to live freely as a man, he enrolled in a local college to study medicine. Dillon was
introduced to the leading plastic surgeon, Sir Harold Gillies. He spent his free time working at Gillies’ hospital
in Basingstoke. In return, Gillies experimented with surgery to give Dillon a penis. Thirteen operations later,
Dillon had the body he wanted.

As the war ended, Dillon completed his studies in Bristol. He wrote Self: A Study in Ethics and Endocrinology,
which even today is leading edge in its patient-centred approach to trans medicine. Dillon qualified as a doctor
through Trinity College, Dublin. Roberta Cowell, a racing driver and former Spitfire pilot, read Self and
contacted Dillon who introduced her to Gillies. At the time, removing someone’s testicles was a crime. Cowell
said that a friend performed that operation secretly so that Gillies could proceed with her vaginoplasty legally.
The friend was probably Dillon. He also introduced Cowell to Arthur Milbourn, the Canon of Bristol Cathedral,
who wrote the introduction to her autobiography.

Dillon hoped that he and Cowell might marry, but she turned him down. Distraught, he joined the merchant
navy, serving as a ship’s doctor until 1958 when he was outed by the Daily Express. Unable to work, Dillon
headed to India to explore his interest in Buddhism.

The Buddhist leaders were reluctant to accept Dillon as they normally only admitted men. However, with
patience and devotion he finally became the first Western European to be ordained as a Buddhist monk.
Unfortunately, India did not agree with Dillon. He became sick and died in 1962.

Bruce Voeller, PhD (May 12, 1934 — February 13, 1994)

Bruce Voeller was an American biologist and AIDS researcher who pioneered the use of nonoxynol-9 as a
spermacide and topical virus-transmission preventative. He won a five-year fellowship at the Rockefeller
Institute to complete his doctoral studies in biochemistry, developmental biology and genetics, before becoming
an associate professor there. Before the 1980s, AIDS was known by various names, including GRIDD (Gay
Related Immune Defense Disorder). Because this term was inaccurate, Voeller coined the term “Acquired
Immuno Deficiency Syndrome.” He established the Mariposa Foundation conduct research in the field of
human sexuality and to find ways to reduce the risks of diseases related to it. At the time of his death, Voeller’s
research centered on the reliability of various brands of condoms in preventing the spread of diseases and on
viral leakage studies for the then-recently approved female condom.

Dr. John Ercel Fryer (November 7, 1937 — February 21, 2003)

Dr. Fryer was an American psychiatrist and gay rights activist best known for his anonymous speech at the 1972
American Psychiatric Association (APA) annual conference where he appeared in disguise and under the name
Dr. Henry Anonymous.

This event has been cited as a key factor in the decision to de-list homosexuality as a mental illness from the
APA’s Diagnostic and Statisical Manual of Mental Disorders. Fryer was the first gay American psychiatrist to
speak publicly about his sexuality. Phill Wilson (he/him) is a prominent Black HIV/AIDS activist. After the
death of his partner from HIV, he founded the Black AIDS Institute in 1999. Wilson was later appointed to
President Obama’s Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS and served as a World AIDS Summit delegate advocating
for the CDC to provide additional funding to Black-led HIV/AIDS advocacy groups. He was a forerunner in the
creation of the “Let’s Stop HIV Together” campaign, which promotes HIV testing, prevention and treatment.
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Dr. Colt St. Amand (he/they) is a Texas Licensed Psychologist with expertise in gender and sexuality as well
as a Family Medicine resident. St. Amand is an openly transgenderqueer Two Spirit man who works with
gender and sexual minorities, their loved ones, and those seeking to learn more about gender and sexuality. He
provides consultation and WPATH GEI certification mentoring for clinicians working with transgender and
gender expansive clients. St. Amand also co-founded Gender Infinity, which offers gender-affirming support in
the forms of an annual conference, camps, and family gatherings.

Dr. Sophia Jex-Blake (1840-1912) wanted to earn a medical degree, but was prevented from studying for one
because she was a woman. She took the matter into her own hands, founding the London School of Medicine
for Women. The university became the only place a woman could earn a medical degree in the UK for many
years. Between its opening and 1911, the number of women doctors in the country skyrocketed from two to
495. She became the first woman M.D. to practice in Scotland. While many medical historians are familiar with
Jex-Blake’s legacy as a medical pioneer, one aspect of her personal biography is commonly left out—her
romantic partners were women.

Dr. Emily Blackwell (1826-1910) was among the first women in the United States to earn an M.D. Blackwell
helped established a women’s hospital in New York, later adding a women’s medical college to the experiment.
Blackwell met Dr. Elizabeth Cushier (1837-1931) when Cushier became a student at Blackwell’s college.
Later, Cushier began working alongside Blackwell at the hospital. Blackwell and Cushier raised an adopted
daughter together. In 1981, Blackwell’s hospital relocated and merged with another institution. It’s now known
as the New York-Presbyterian Lower Manhattan Hospital.

India’s National Medical Commission has ordered publishers and medical schools to edit their textbooks and
curricula to exclude discriminatory and unscientific portrayals of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and
intersex (LGBTTI) people.

The order from the country’s highest medical regulator follows a June 2021 Madras High
Court ruling instructing institutions across the country to roll back prejudicial and inaccurate portrayals of
sexual and gender minorities. In the judgment, Judge Anand Venkatesh said, “Ignorance is no justification for
normalizing any form of discrimination.” His language echoes previous court rulings and commission reports in
India.

METHODOLOGY

Research design -This present study is aim to unleash the current attitudes from the sample group and to enable
to use the data to broaden the view about a bigger population of similar students in the campus. This study is
best described as cross-sectional study design because it was used to capture knowledge or attitudes one point at
a time of LGBTQ pioneers in the Medicine field. The study used a nonprobability sampling because the
researchers needed to gather data from the specific respondents. The questionnaire consisted mostly of close-
ended question whereas close-ended questions had options which were determined by the researcher. Students
were approached who are willingly and potentially had the information that they could share and so purposive
sampling was used. Finally the data was collected using self-administered questionnaires. Close-ended
questions were included because they are easier to administer and to analyze. They are more efficient in the
sense that a respondent is able to complete more close-ended items than open-ended items in a given period of
time. This present study use a mixed methods and at the same time using correlational design.

DATA INTERPRETATION AND DISCUSSION

The study was engaged with quantitative data analysis procedure where descriptive statistics such as
frequencies, percentages, and means were used. The statistical package for social sciences (SPSS, version 17)
was used in order to run the descriptive statistics. The following data was derived from the chosen respondents
which are teachers and students’ questionnaires. The data were gathered about the attitudes of the respondents
that shape their perceptions towards LGBTQ pioneers in Medicine field . The Table 2 discussed the respondents
percentage on how many respondents does each group have. After the data was collected, . In accordance to the
data, an attitude was discovered based on the answers of the following respondents. It is understood that
majority of the respondents have already aware the LGBT pioneers in Medicine field in the Thane city, to be
specific, in Satish Pradhan Dnyansadhana College(Table 3). The Table 2 above shows the percentage of the
respondents in terms of different attitudes that indicated in each statement. 45.11% out of the 100 respondents
have already made up their perceptions towards LGBT people based on the given attitudes in each number.
While 54.89% of the respondents are still on the state of confusion whether they should interact more with
LGBT people or make themselves distant from the LGBT community. In questions number 1-4, 7.05% of the
respondents have personal feelings that may be preventing them from being accepting and supportive of LGBT
people while 4.88% of the respondents don’t have personal feelings and that makes them accept and support the
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LGBT people [13]. In number 5-8, 8.31% of the respondents are somewhat accepting and supporting LGBT
people but still have areas in which to grow in order to be an effective ally. In number 9-12, 7.9% of the

respondents are ready to be an effective ally. Only 2% respondants were aware about medico’s who belongs to
LGBTQ.

In this study it will elude opinions and elicit numerical data from the respondents through survey or
questionnaire. It is a closed-ended question. Questionnaires were personally distributed by the researchers to the
selected degree college students from First year to Third year and to the teachers. The data was collected over a
period of 5 days. The researchers roam from room to room in order to distribute the questionnaire to the chosen
respondents. The papers are separated by gender. When a questionnaire is used as a data gathering instrument, it
is necessary to determine whether questions and directions are clear to subjects and whether they understand
what is required from them.

CONCLUSION

The conclusion of the research addressed the attitudes of people towards LGBTQ that it differs on how they see.
The answer of a respondents have a big impact in comes of rating. Based on the findings and conclusion
presented, the following recommendations are suggested.

1. The researchers recommend no matter what is the gender of an individual it should be respected and views
equally.

2. The researchers recommend that gender equality should be addressed in the society.

3. The researchers recommend that People should continue supporting LGBTQ inspite of any field they
belongs.

4. The researchers recommend that rights and protection should be implemented among the individuals of
LGBTQ for the fact that there is still discrimination among the third sex community.

5. People should be open-minded about LGBTQ.
6. Uplift LGBTQ community, to honor our own history.
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ABSTRACT

One of the most discriminated, marginalized and vulnerable section of the Indian society is the LGBTQIA
community. Due to their sexual orientation and gender identity issues, they face a negative behaviour and
attitude from their family as well as the society and are the victims of hate crime, physical and domestic
violence and mental torture. The Part Ill of the Constitution of India guarantees fundamental rights to all
citizens of India and prohibits discrimination on the basis of caste, religion, gender, sex etc. The LGBTQ
community in India received recognition as ‘Third Gender’, just in recent years, after the Navtej Singh Johar v
Union of India,2018 judgement which repealed the draconian Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code,1860. The
Constitution of India and the Honourable court has been instrumental for enactment of Transgender Person
(Protection of Rights Bill) 2018 for safe guarding their rights. However, even after 48 months the LGBTQI
community does not enjoy its fundamental rights to the full extent. The present paper focusses on the violation
of the third gender rights and their struggle for equality in view of the basic framework of the Constitution and
Human rights.

Keywords: Constitution of India, gender identity, Human rights, LGBTQIA, Transgender,

INTRODUCTION
The term LGBTQIA is an umbrella term that comprises of the following sects of people:

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Intersexes and Asexual. The LGBTQIA community have been
discriminated for years in every sphere: social, economical, cultural etc. The Yogyakarta Principles affirm
binding International legal standards with which all States must comply. Today also the community does not
enjoy the basic fundamental rights provided by our Constitution. The present paper is a literature review that
focusses on the status of LGBTQ community in India, their struggle for their gender identity. This paper also
reports the various legislations and a brief analysis of Transgender Person (Protection of Rights) Bill 2018.

PREVALENCE OF LGBTQ COMMUNITY IN INDIA

Transgenders and Homosexuality has been prevalent in India dating back around 1500 BC Ancient texts like
Rig Veda, Kamasutra, the Harems of young boys kept by Muslim Nawabs and Hindu Aristocrats. The male
homosexuality in the Medieval Muslim history like Malik Kafur and the scriptures of Khajurao, Madhya
Pradesh also depict their existence. References are sought from the Hindu epic Mahabharata, Ramayana,
Arthashastra and the stories of Ardhnareeshwara (Shiva as half- man , half woman) and Lord Ayyappa who
was born to Shiva and Mohini (female Avatar of Lord Vishnu) (Sharma, P., 2012).They all were treated with
respect and judged by their abilities, were never discriminated on the basis of their sexual orientation or gender
identity. were socially accepted in the society in those periods (Sharma, R., 2021).

But with the advent of Vedic Brahminism and later on of British Colonialism homosexuality began to suppress
and was considered unnatural and a social stigma. In the Hindu text Manusmriti there are references of
imposing punishments like loss of caste, heavy monetary fines and strokes of the whip for gay and lesbian
behaviour. The Indian Penal Code was enacted in 1860. Sec 377 of the IPC,1860 criminalized the act of
homosexuality, violated the right to privacy and discriminated them socially.

CHALLENGES FACED BY LGBTQIA COMMUNITY

Studies have reported that the transgender community face a variety of issues and are excluded from
participation in social and cultural life, economy and politics and decision-making. Some major challenges are
as follows:

Family Rejection Marginalization and Social Exclusion

Most of the LGBTQ youngsters are ill-treated and considered as a social stigma in their families. To protect
their social status, some parents also ask their children to leave their homes. Many remain lonely and isolate
themselves from social gatherings and festives (Ryan et al., 2009; Chatterjee, S., 2014).

Discrimination at School
Constant bullying in schools, physical and mental harassment by their own classmates in classrooms, on play
grounds, toilets etc creates terror and fear in the mind of the child and the child tends to remain away from
going to school. There is a drop out at school at a higher rate, only a few complete their higher studies
(UNESCO Report, 2018).
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Discrimination at Workplace

The transgenders are denied work at various places. Due to less or no education the community does not get
highly paid jobs. Many a times they have to beg for their survival. If they get a job, then due to their sexual
orientation they are discriminated by their peers.

Physical and Mental health

The LGBTQ community face lot of health challenges. While most of them suffer from physical and domestic
violence, encounter communicable diseases such as tuberculosis and sexually transmitted diseases; mental
stress, transphobia, anxiety, depression, addiction to psychotropic substances and drug use, suicidal attempts,
are very common. In Tamil Nadu alone, there have been 16 LGBT suicide cases reported in 18 months in
October, 2015. (The New Indian Express, Oct 2015). Most government hospitals do not have proper modern
medical facilities and the infrastructure for sex reassignment surgeries. Moreover the staff is untrained to handle
their psychological problems.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Human rights are the rights inheritent to all human beings. The principles of human rights follows that all are
equally entitled to human rights irrespective of nationality, place of residence, sex, national origin, colour,
religion, language or any other status. and all have the right to live with dignity without discrimination. Our
Constitution is the supreme law that enshrines the basic human rights to all citizens of India without any
discrimination on the basis of race, religion, gender, etc. It is the duty of the government and our courts to
protect the dignity of every individual and ensure the fundamental rights are not violated.

According to Vyjayanti Vasanta Mogli, a transwoman LGBT activist and public policy scholar at Tata Institute
of Social Sciences, Hyderabad the transmen and lesbian women in rural areas are discriminated and their basic
human rights are denied within the family and village. In some parts of the country secret honour killings are
planned. The lesbian women are subjected to family- sanctioned corrective rapes which are often perpetrated by
their own family members.

Devoid of any education, family acceptance, occupation and financial assistance the transgenders are left with
no alternative than to resort to beggary and prostitution and fall prey to crimes such as human trafficking. Any
kind of discrimination on the basis of one’s sexual orientation would entail a violation of the fundamental
rights. The evils of inequality and injustice are prevalent still today and is largely seen among the LGBTQI
community, especially the Transgender and Queer.

THE CHANGING PHASE: RECOGNITION FOR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

A pioneer step towards Third Gender Jurisprudence was taken up by Naz Foundation by filing a petition before
the Delhi High Court challenging the constitutional validity of Sec 377 (Naz foundation v NCT of Delhi, 2001).
The petitioner argued that there was violation of their fundamental right to life and liberty, right to privacy and
dignity, right to health, right to equality and freedom of expression. The writ petition and the review petition
were dismissed. Thereafter a Special leave petition was filed which was then converted into a Civil Appeal by
the Supreme Court by directing that Sec 377 was unconstitutional and then the matter was remitted to Delhi
High Court for fresh disposal. The Hon’ble Court in Naz foundation v NCT of Delhi, (2009) pointed out that
Sec 377 violated the basic fundamental rights enshrined under Articles 14, 15, 19 and 21 of the constitution of
India and therefore was unconstitutional. The decision of Hon’ble court was highly appreciated by the sexual
minorities across the nation, but condemned by religious and faith based individual (Nirnimesh Kumar, 2009)
who appealed before the Supreme Court of India in 2013 to reconsider the Sec 377.

In Suresh Kumar Koushal v Naz Foundation, (2013) the Honourable Court vehemently ignored the basic
fundamental rights under Article 14, 15,19 and 21 and upheld Section 377 IPC on the ground that LGBT
community comprises only a minuscule fraction of the total population and that the said Section is being
misused does not prove that the Section is ultra vires. This decision was immensely criticized since it also
violated the basic human rights. And led to a massive movement for the LGBT rights in India.

The various issues of LGBT community were taken up by the National Legal Services Authority (NLSA) in
Supreme Court through a writ petition (Civil) No. 400/2012. The Supreme Court judgement in NALSA v Union
of India (2014) brought recognition to the Transgender community as they received a separate identity and
status as the ‘The Third Gender’. Relying on the principle of transformative constitutionalism, the Apex Court
for the first time, gave due recognition to gender identity based on the reassigned sex after undergoing Sex
Reassignment Surgery. The SC further directed the Government of India to treat the ‘Third Gender’ members as
an economically and socially back ward class in terms of giving them reservation and make proper policies to
ensure right to equality in education and employment (Article 15(2) and 16 (4)). Subsequently the Transgender
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Person (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2018 was enacted with an objective to safeguard their rights under Part III of
our Constitution. In view of this, various state governments took small steps to benefit the transgender
population by making policies of health and housing. Yet, there are cases of violation of fundamental right to
live with dignity (Article 21) and Fundamental Right to freedom to express (Article 19(1) (a) among many other
fundamental rights. (Fazal Rab v State of Bihar, 1983 SC). However, a major blow to this judgement came
after the passing of Transgender Persons Bill, 2018.

The Bill prohibits discrimination against the transgender community and secures fundamental rights: such as
Right to equality, Right to identity, right to life with dignity, right to education, right to occupation, and also
health, right to access to government of private establishment. Following are the major gaps that expose them to
institutional oppression. (Pathak, S., 2020)

1. Gender identity in documents can only be done only after submission of proof of sex reassignment surgery
which is to be certified by the District Magistrate. This violates the right to privacy, and bodily autonomy of
trans people

2. The Bill is silent on right to marriage (Arun Kumar v Inspector General of Registration, 2018), adoption and
social security.

In Shafin Jahan v Asokan K.M and others (2018) the Hon’ble Court upheld same -sex relationship and declared
that the choice of a partner is a person’s fundamental right and it can be a same -sex partner. However, the
Delhi High Court in February 2021 opposed same- sex marriage stating that a marriage in India can be
recognized only if it is between a “biological man” and a ““ biological woman” capable of producing children.

3. Punishment for sexual abuse against Transgender is only two years of imprisonment whereas such an offence
against woman punishment under IPC extends upto 7 years of imprisonment.

4. There are no provisions for reservation or quota in education, employment etc., although the Bill mentions
them to be treated as economically and socially backward class.

WAY FORWARD:
After a long struggle, the LGBTQ community has received recognition as a Third Gender, still the community
is battling for their rights. The various measures that can be adopted to empower the LGBTQ community:

1. Sensitization of public organizations and government bodies by organizing seminars, workshops and
training programmes

2. Need to orient students regarding sexual orientation and gender equality by amending the education
curriculum.

3. Reservation in schools and government jobs can be a progressive step.
4. Need for anti-discrimination laws and their implementation and social inclusion for LGBTQ community.
5. Involvement of social media and NGOs for mass awareness and campaigns

CONCLUSION

The Gay Pride Parades held in Delhi, Kolkata and Bangalore in July 2008 have set an example for self-
confidence and determination, but still freedom to express openly their gender identity and acceptance by the
society remains a struggle for LGBTQ community (The Hindu, Sept 6, 2020). The evils of inequality and
injustice cannot be removed just by enacting laws and regulations; the mindset of the people has to be changed
through awareness programmes and positive approach. Adequate opportunities and provisions should be made
available for developing socially, economically and politically.
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INTRODUCTION

For centuries transgenders are part of Indian society. During the colonial period, the laws of the British
government were unable to understand the rights of transgendered persons. Victorian concept of morality
suppressed the rights of transgendered persons. Even after the enactment of the Constitution of India, the
sexual minority has waited long enough for recognition of their identity and rights. These people are treated
as second-class citizens and have been subjected to discrimination, and harassment. In the recent past, some
events which took place at the national level regenerated hopes for the recognition of transgender in society.

The Supreme Court recognized transgender people as the "third gender" in the case of NALSA Union of India’.
Further, part of Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code 1860 was decriminalized which prohibited

consensual sex between homosexual couples in the case of Navtej Singh Johar. v. Union of India.
These events lead to the passing of the Transgender Act, of 2020.

This paper aims to analyze the Act critically. The paper also tries to identify the areas in the act which unable
to solve the problems of the community. Various secondary sources such as books and e-resources are referred
to for the article.

Legislations for Transgender Rights in India

As per the 2011 census, 4,87,803 persons do not identify themselves as male or female?. Tiruchi Siva, Member of
Parliament from the Dravida Munnetra Kazagham party made the first move to recognize the rights of

transgender through legislation when she introduced a private member bill in the Lok Sabha*.

Following were the key highlights of the Transgender Persons Bill 2014
e Offered remedies against violence and harassment;

e Provided for rights such as equality, the right to live in society, and freedom of speech;

e Provision for equipping transgender with skill development and providing them jobs for their
rehabilitation and social security;

e Establishments of transgender commission at National and State levels and transgender rights courts.

This bill was unanimously passed in the Rajya Sabha but was not discussed in the Lok Sabha. Thaawar Chand
Gehlot then Minister of Social Justice and empowerment introduced the Transgender Person Bill
(Protection & Rights) in the light of the aforesaid NALSA judgment, where the Supreme Court of India
recognized transgenders as the third gender. The bill was strongly opposed by the opposition was referred to the

Standing Committee and was passed on 17t December 2018 in the Lok Sabha.

The salient features of the Transgender Person Bill 2016 are enumerated below> -

e The bill defined transgender as a person who is partly male or female, neither male nor female. Further, the
person's gender should not match the gender assigned at birth including trans-women, trans-men,
genderqueers, and people with intersex variations;

e The transgender will have to obtain a certificate of proof of identity as transgender to enjoy rights under this
bill;

e The District Magistrate will be conferred with the power to grant the certificate of proof of identity on
the recommendation of the Screening Committee which consisted of a medical officer, and
psychologist. District welfare officer, and transgender person.

e The bill prohibited discrimination against transgenders in institutions such as healthcare, education,
and employment. It further directed the state government to make welfare schemes for the community.

e [t also provided for two years imprisonment and a fine for offenses like compelling transgender to beg and
denying them access to public places.
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The transgender community strongly protested against the Transgender person Bill 2016, violating their
right to self-identity. The right to self-identity is a fundamental right under the Constitution of India.

The Transgender person Bill 2016 was vehemently opposed by the transgender community as it violated their
right to self-identity which is a fundamental right under the Constitution of India. After the Navtej Singh Johar
judgment in 2018, the Minister of Social Justice and welfare another Transgender Persons Bill (Protection &

Rights) Bill, 2019 which later became an Act as it received president assent on 5% December 2019. The key
highlights of the Act are listed below®-

e [t defines transgenders as ones who do not match the gender assigned to them at birth. It includes persons
with an intersex variation, genderqueers, trans-men, trans- women, and persons with intersex variations;

e The district magistrate is empowered to give a certificate of identification to identify the person as
transgender;

e Prohibits discrimination against transgender and unfair treatment in an institution like healthcare,
employment, education, and access to public facilities;

e Recognizes the right to residence of a transgender person;

e Provides for the formulation of schemes by the government like vocational training programs and self-
employment for their social welfare;

e [t states that the government must take steps to provide health care facilities to transgenders which
includes HIV surveillance centers and sex reassignment surgeries;

e [t also recognizes offenses such as bonded labor, and physical and sexual abuse and provides for a minimum
penalty of six months imprisonment and a maximum of two years with a fine; and

e The Act also provides for the establishment of the National Council for Transgender to monitor the impact of
policies and legislation on transgender.

The Act passed to address the community’s needs has left many problems unanswered. It had led to a

nationwide outcry by the transgender community criticizing the Act’.

Problem Areas In Transgender Person Act, 2019

Government has to address several issues related to the legislation. Rajya Sabha passed the said act in just three
days without detailed discussion and did not suggest any amendments, additions, or deletions in the act.
The major issue with the act a that it ignores the major point of the Right of self-determination of identity as

stated in the NALSA judgment®. Contrary to the rule of law laid down in the judgment it stated that a person
has a right to self-identify himself as transgender. Under this act to claim the benefits the power to issue the
Certificate confers upon the District Magistrate. The mechanism for redressal of grievances is not provided in
case of District Magistrate denies the certificate. To prevent any misuse of authority in there was a provision
for a screening committee in Transgender Bill, 2016, surprisingly this provision is missing in Transgender
Bill, 2019.

Acknowledgment of Transgender under Existing Laws
Only two types of gender i. ¢ man and woman are recognized by Civil as well as Criminal laws. Whether this act
will recognize transgenders or not is kept ambiguous.

No Affirmative Policy for Transgender Persons

There is a lack of affirmative policy for transgenders in this act i.e reservation. There was a provision of 2%
reservation for transgender in government and government-aided schools for primary, secondary, and higher
education in The Transgender Persons Bill, 2014. It further provided for a 2% reservation for transgender
in government establishments. As per the NALSA judgment the transgender community should be treated as
socially and economically backward and reservations should be provided to them under the category.

With the demand for the implementation of the reservation scheme, various petitions were filed across different
High Courts in the country. The High Court of Madras in the case of Swapna

.v. Chief Secretary directed the State government to form a scheme for reservation of transgender within 6
months, which is yet to be implemented.
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No Recognition of Same-Sex Marriages

It was expected that the discrimination against homosexual couples would end with the decriminalization
of Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code 1860 but that did not happen. This is quite frustrating. The act is silent
about same-sex marriage. Legal recognition needs to be given to same-sex marriage. Once marriage is
legalized then the rights which are generally given to married couples can be extended to them. These rights
include pension rights, benefits such as maintenance, and succession. Acceptance and recognition of their
relationship is the wish of the majority of same-sex couples.

Inadequate Punishment For Sexual Abuse Against Transgender
A report by the National Coalition of Violence Group in 2012 stated that transgender people are two times

more likely to get harassed and abused in an intimate relationship®. The Act provides only 6 months
minimum and a maximum of 2 years with a fine. In the Indian Penal Code 1860, the minimum punishment for

assault or criminal force used against women with an intent to disrobe woman is a minimum of three years!©.
To maintain minimum security keeping into consideration the history of sexual abuse and suffering against
transgenders. The punishment should be increased to a minimum of three years and 7 years of
maximum imprisonment with a fine.

The rule of law prescribes that the law should not place undue cognitive or behavioral command on
people. It should be stable and according to the demands of society. The law should be consistent and solve

the contradiction legally which may arise!!. The law proposed for the rights of transgender ignores their
needs and places undue command as it is not according to the needs and demands of the community.

Unfinished Agenda

A detailed analysis of the Indian Transgender Person Act 2019 indicates that there are various shortcomings in
the Act and the government needs to rework the entire legal framework for transgender rights. The various
recommendation which is required to be kept in mind by the Indian government are listed below —

1. Employment

To help the community move to the formal workplace is introduced by some companies by introducing new
policies in that direction. To set up employment for the community some start- ups have extended their helping
hand. Although for more representation of the community there is a need for an affirmative policy for
transgenders. The appropriate solution is to provide a reservation for transgender in both government and
private corporations. The first step towards the welfare of this community is to secure financial stability.

2. Housing

Transgendered are singled out and getting discriminated treatment by landlords. It is extremely difficult for them
to get a respectful shelter. They are forced to stay on the streets. To prohibit the landlord from discriminating
separate provision in the act is required.

3. Reformsin Educational Curriculum

To create sensitivity regarding transgenders and to make them aware of the problems faced by them topics like
gender identity and sexuality should be made compulsory at schools. This will remove transphobia from the root
levels of the country. Thus, the government should recommend the inclusion of gender identity education in
both government and private schools.

4. Recognizing Same-Sex Marriage

There is discrimination between heterosexual and homosexual couples concerning rights available to
them. In the year 2018, Consensual intercourse between the same gender was decriminalized. But yet there
is no legal recognition of same-sex marriage, leading to the discrimination of transgender couples on

various fronts such as inheritance of property, adoption, and tax planning!2,

5. Simple Administrative Steps to Change Gender in Official Documents

Transgenders have to deal with a lot of harassment to change their gender in official documents. Their right to self-
identification is getting violated because they must submit proof of their sex reassignment surgery. It should be
necessary to show some sensitivity towards this issue. The government should take some steps to make the
procedure simple and free of red-tapism.

6. Enabling Ways for Transgender to Live According To Their Genders
According to some studies, social stigma regarding gender nonconformity affects the health and well-being of

transgender persons!'3. The individual choice regarding lifestyle must be left to a transgender person.
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7. State Subsidies for Sex- Reassignment Surgeries

The cost to get sex reassignment usually costs lakhs, especially in private hospitals14. Thus, most transgender
lives claustrophobic life and desire to convert themselves to the gender they feel that they conform to. The state
should provide subsidies for sex reassignment surgeries which will also become a path for transgenders to
achieve self-actualization.

8. Increase In Punishment For Discrimination Against Transgenders
There is a need for a law that imposes strict punishment for discrimination against transgenders. The punishment
should set an example for others. The transgender community in India has suffered more than 100 years of
discrimination thus, this is a crucial step for the welfare of the community.

Apart from these recommendations, there are a lot of steps that are required to be taken by the government like
differential treatment of transgenders in prisons and sensitization of police personnel to deal with
transgenders. The state’s responsibility is much higher to recognize the rights and identity of transgenders.
These recommendations may not lead to an absolute recognition of rights and freedom, but these
recommendations are necessarily the first step to removing the social stigma against the trans - community.

CONCLUSION

After analyzing the Transgender Person Act, of 2019, it can be concluded that Transgender Act suffers from a lot
of maladies and there is an urgent need to redesign the entire legislation. Regardless of their sex and identity
equal rights are guaranteed by the Constitution of India. The Transgender Person Act, of 2019 fails to uphold
constitutional values. The community had struggled for their freedom for centuries. If the State does not fulfill
its responsibility toward the community, it will continue to struggle for years to come. It will be one of the biggest
stains on the Right to freedom and life, which is guaranteed by the Constitution. While writing this research

paper one positive news came for transgender rights.15 Directorate General of Civil Aviation on August 10
issued guidelines for aeromedical evaluation of transgender persons for obtaining medical clearance for all
categories of pilot’s license- private pilot’s license, student’s pilot license, and commercial pilot license.
These say that transgender candidates who have completed their hormone therapy and gender affirmation
surgery more than five years back will be declared medically fit provided they clear screening for mental
health by World Professional Association for Transgender Health. Like this, India as a country needs to have a
sensitive and progressive attitude towards its citizens.
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ABSTRACT

One method used by society to marginalize particular groups of people is to ignore them and act as though they
don't exist. In the past it has happened to Indigenous people and today it is happening to people who are
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer LGBTQ. They are not even mentioned in most societies throughout
the world where it occurs. When some LGBTQ individuals insist on coming out, the prevailing culture becomes
hostile. This ongoing prejudice against the LGBTQ population disrupts people's wellbeing, makes them suffer
unfavorable adversities, and has a detrimental impact on society as a whole. Compared to straight students,
LGBTQ students are more likely to experience violence and poor health because of negative views toward
LGBTQ students at school. Unfortunately, LGBTQ adolescents do not always encounter harassment at school.
For many people, it starts at home, frequently as soon as they discuss their sexual orientation in public. Half of
LGBTQ youth who come out get a negative reaction from their parents, making it a devastating experience.
Through this paper an attempt has been made to highlight the effects of discrimination on LGBTQ Youth as well
the level of stress this individual has to go through and what can be possible measures for their acceptance in
the society

Keywords: LGBTQ, Discrimination, Youth

INTRODUCTION

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) people are more likely than heterosexual people to
encounter intolerance, discrimination, harassment, and the threat of violence because of their sexual orientation.
It's because of homophobia (the fear or hatred of homosexuality). A dominating group's moral, religious, and
political convictions are some of the elements that could further homophobia on a bigger scale. In several
nations, homosexuality is illegal and subject to penalties including fines, jail time, life in prison, and even the
death penalty. Human sexuality can be fixed or fluid and is experienced in many different ways. The distinction
between male and female sexuality is further muddled by the existence of transgender, transsexual, and intersex
individuals. It is no longer acceptable to presuppose heterosexism, which is known as heterosexism. Although
many nations have made tremendous progress in promoting human rights, LGBTQ rights still face barriers to
acceptance on a global scale. Some people feel that LGBTQ rights are controversial because the 1948 Universal
Declaration for Human Rights does not directly mention sexual orientation. Eliminating discrimination based on
sexual orientation; equal rights and privileges (marriage, common law partnerships, medical decision-making,
wills and estates, parenting and adoption); protection from hate crimes and hate propaganda; and working to
combat homophobia and heterosexism will be the main issues for LGBTQ rights globally in the years to come.
In the above context the researcher thought of studying on the topic discrimination of LGBTQ youths.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Aashank Dwivedi (Times of India, 2022) stated in his article “Problems encountered by LBGTQ Youth in
India” that LBGTQ individuals has a greater impact of exclusions and discrimination in India because of which
they have to face problems like earlier school abandonment, leaving the family and home, lacking access to
regular employment and so on. Also from the article it can be inferred that in a nation where strict social and
cultural norms regulate the conditions of school, employment, and marriage, lack of family support can be a
significant blow to the mental and physical health of LGBT people. Families who accept their identities impose
many restrictions on how they can dress and behave around their partners. In the absence of family support,
social media and online communities have offered accessible options for building a community outside the
family.

Federman and Elias (2016) in their work said that Working in an association is not an easy assignment for
LGBTQ persons. Various employees at a few events had varying opinions about LGBTQ employees. President
Obama signed the bill into law in 2014, promoting inclusion and diversity in the federal workforce. However,
LGBTQ representatives will typically favour creative or media-related careers over those in government or the
military, and will tend to favour bureaucratic work environments least.

Subhi & Geelan (2012) in their work said that, it might be difficult for Christian gay individuals to
accommodate sexual orientation with rigid and supernatural convictions because many Christian places of

worship teach that homosexual behavior is wrong. When we examine the issue of LGBTQ acceptability in
22




International Journal of Advance and Innovative Research ISSN 2394 - 7780
Volume 9, Issue 4 (III): October - December, 2022

society, it is clear that so-called Christian nations are among the first to see them as a part of variety, and many
of them even allow homosexual romance. This type of action speaks to the industrialized nations' mature
democracies, which place a higher value on rights than on religion. The majority of individuals, especially those
of the Christian religion, do not find it bothersome that there are numerous LGBTQ people in the general
population.

OBJECTIVES OF STUDY
1) To study the effects of discrimination on LGBTQ Youth

2) To examine the stress level among LGBTQ Youth due to discrimination
3) To evaluate the measures for acceptance of LBGTQ Youth in the society

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
The data for the paper was selected from secondary sources. Secondary data was collected from different
sources like Websites, Research papers, Journals, Newspaper articles, etc.

DATA ANALYSIS & DISCUSSION

Effects of Discrimination on LGBTQ Youth

Any person's health and education can be negatively impacted by exposure to violence and harassment. The
effects of youth health can be impacted by a complicated combination of circumstances. LGBTQ youth are
more likely to engage in risky behaviours that increase their chance of contracting HIV and other sexually
transmitted diseases, such as substance misuse, despair, and distress. According to the World Health
Organization, suicide is the second biggest cause of mortality for those aged 10 to 24 worldwide, and LGBTQ
youth are the group at the greatest risk. It is challenging to pinpoint the precise cause of LGBT people's suicide
attempts due to the scant available evidence. There is a considerable disparity in mental health between
homosexual and heterosexual individuals. Comparatively, international data shows that young individuals who
identify as LGBTQ are more likely to commit suicide and self-harm than heterosexuals. According to
international research, the influence of social hostility, discrimination, and stigma against LGBTQ persons may
be to blame for this disparity in mental health. As per our findings few of the negative effects on LBGT Youth
are as follows

- Feeling the need to hide a LGBTQ identity

- Being “ousted”/given labels

- Encountering rigid gender roles

- Isolating oneself or feeling isolated because LGBTQ
- Experiencing/fearing rejection by parents

- Having negative feelings about self

Stress Level among LGBTQ Youth Due To Discrimination

As per the studies conducted at the global scenario it is very evident that indeed LBGTQ youth are facing stress
at various levels even at home, working place or a place of study. Majority of them agreed that due to high
stress level they are having trouble sleeping at night and also they have the feeling of worthlessness and
hopelessness. The level of stress is low if they are accepted by their family as they have at least one place of
comfort where they can live life with freedom, as it still a distant dream of society accepting them with a wide
open arms. So the stress level varies as per the acceptance of the people surrounding them, even if a certain
section of people accept them as they are they are bit relived and are able to face challenges on various fronts,
through this research it also being observed if children’s are given conducive environment where they are free
to express themselves in such a scenario even a LGBTQ Youth would find easier to accept them for whom they
are, it kind of sets a tone to face the challenges for their future ahead, so its every evident that stress level for
LGBTQ Youth is comparatively low if they are accepted at least by some section of the society or else it very
difficult to cope up with the stress on day to day basis

Evaluating the Measures for Acceptance of LBGTQ Youth in the Society

The LGBTQ individuals are intensely aware of the significant shift in public perceptions of homosexuals and
lesbians over the past ten or more years. Because of these shifting beliefs, LGBTQ community now feel more
accepted by society than they did in the past. They have also sparked a practically unanimous sense of optimism
about the community's future. Greater social acceptability, in the opinion of LGBTQ Youth, is the outcome of
high-profile public personalities' initiatives as well as the fact that more people know someone who is lesbian,

23




International Journal of Advance and Innovative Research ISSN 2394 - 7780
Volume 9, Issue 4 (III): October - December, 2022

gay, bisexual, or transgender. The vast majority of respondents claim that just knowing someone who is
LGBTQ has made society as a whole far more accepting. Similar-sized majorities claim that both LGBTQ and
non-LGBTQ well-known public figures have contributed to changing society perceptions. So as per our study
few measures which can be taken for acceptance are as follows

-Social Acceptance : Comparatively from past there is more acceptance for LGBTQ population in today’s
scenario, but there is differentiation in accepting among LGBTQ as well like bisexuals have a slightly more
pessimistic opinion of the current state of social acceptability, perceptions are generally constant across
different groups. The judgments of how much society welcomes homosexual men and lesbians differ
significantly. Lesbians are widely accepted in society, according to one in four LGBTQ persons, but
homosexual males are only widely accepted in society by few % of LGBTQ adults

- Most See Progress and Expect More to Come: When asked how the level of overall social acceptance of
LGBTQ individuals has changed over the previous ten years, poll participants' responses were overwhelmingly
positive. Bisexuals rate the changes over the previous ten years less favorably than gay men and lesbians do.
Numerous important demographic groupings have quite different assessments of progress. Once more, age is a
factor; LGBTQ persons who are middle-aged and older are far more likely to observe growth than LGBTQ
adults who are younger. The clear majority of LGBTQ individuals anticipate that society will continue to
tolerate them in the coming ten years.

- Societal Views are changing: Most individuals agree that prominent public personalities who are open about
being LGBTQ contribute to society becoming more accepting. LGBTQ adults believe that promoting the
acceptance of public personalities who support LGBTQ causes but are not LGBTQ themselves is just as
important. A smaller share of LGBTQ adults think that LGBTQ characters in TV shows and movies have a
positive impact on societal acceptance.

CONCLUSION

LBGTQ youth must feel emotionally, physically, and socially safe in order to thrive in their schools and
communities. They feel safer to live in a positive atmosphere that fosters a supportive learning environment. An
individual's natural and innate sexual orientation is a form of biological phenomenon that is influenced by
neurological and biological elements. Any discrimination would be a violation of the fundamental right to
freedom of expression if it were done on the basis of someone's sexual orientation. Science has established that
sexual orientation is a complex interplay of hormonal, genetic, and environmental factors rather than a choice or
an illness. The LGBTQ group is nevertheless frequently the object of mockery, hostility, and even just plain
ignorance or disinterest. So we can conclude that LGBTQ youth requires fair treatment and support, factors that
would contribute for the better welfare of this community are acceptance by family, having a supportive social
network made up of LGBTQ friends, allies, and family of choice, Access to and use of LGBTQ inclusive
medical and mental health and normalize the negative effects of homosexuality, promote emotional literacy,
acceptance, and assertive communication
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ABSTRACT

The communities of LGBTQIA are often left behind or we walk out on. These people can have a different gender
identity and sexual orientation. Sexual orientation means to whom you get attracted physically and mentally, a
person may get attracted to a male or to a female or both. However, the sexual orientation may be different
from gender from which they are identified andthat is known to own self that too after attaining certain age.
They go through a lot of societal pressure after a transition of sexual orientation in their life. This research
paper will study the basic difference between biological sex, gender identity and sexual orientation of an
individual from LGBTQIA+ community and will find out the correlation between them. The research is based
on primary and secondary data collection methods wherein the researcher has used interview and observation
techniques. It can be concluded that there is no relation between Gender Identity, Sexual Orientation and
Biological Sex but they are connected. The gender identity is what individuals feel from inside which ultimately
is the reflection of ourselves in the society.

Keywords: LGBTQIA, biological sex, gender identity, Sexual orientation, birth-gender, own self, transition, puberty,
reflection.

INTRODUCTION

A few years ago, the maximum people in India came to know about a term called LGBTQIA+ Community,
after the Indian Penal Code Decriminalizing some parts of Section 377. This Section 377 of the Indian Penal
Code was brought by the British Raj (British Rule) in the year 1861 saying “Sexual intercourse against the order
of the nature” is illegal. But this act was taken back by the Delhi court in the year 2009 and then again
criminalized in year 2012 by the same. Now after 6 years this act was decriminalized and made
“Homosexuality” legal in the year 2018.

Before the British Raj Homosexuality in India was very prevalent across the Indian subcontinent. After many
years of the criminalization of homosexuality, this culture of discriminating against the community of
LGBTQIA did not go.

In these past years of accepting and not discriminating the homosexuals and the people belonging to this
community, there is a change. But the change is only in the mindset of the youth in this country. The maximum
number of youths in this country are ready to accept that these, people belonging to this community. However,
the people of these communities are still struggling with the acceptance of society, family, school, and freedom
to express their sexual choices.

According to the survey of YouGov in collaboration with the Mint, they found out the parts of the country is
more supportive of homosexuality by taking a survey in some major metro’s cities. The finding of the survey
was the southern part has the lowest support and highest support is from Delhi followed by Mumbai.

Everyone needs to know one thing that the birth-sex cannot decide the Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation
(GISO). We cannot expect gender identity and sexual orientation to be same as the birth-sex. Not only Sexual
Orientation and Gender Identity are different but Sex and Gender are also different concepts.

Let us, get familiarize with these terms more clearly.
1. Biological Sex: It is known and labeled at birth by doctor based on genes, hormones and body parts.

2. Gender: This is what the society think, look, and act like should be. For example, A person is look like a
male so he should only act, think and look like a man.

3. Gender Identity: It means the gender from which the person is been identifying themselves by their inner
side. Gender Identity cannot be always known from their birth-sex by seeing the genetic features. This may
also differ at a certain age (puberty) from their birth-sex. Mostly the birth sex and gender identity differ in
case of transgender.
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For example, an individual may be born as male or female. However, may identify themselves after certain age
as female or male respectively.

4. Sexual Orientation: It means to whom is the person attracted romantically or sexually. This may also differ
from their birth-sex as well as gender identity. He /she may get attracted to the same gender or any other.

For Example,

1. A genetically male is attracted to a male then he is known as gay and if a female is attracted to a female,
then this is termed as Lesbian, in both of these cases both are attracted to their gender so they are termed as
homosexual.

2. In another case if he /she is attracted to both a male and female person then they are termed as Bi-Sexual
and if he /she is attracted to any person regardless of their gender then this is known as Pansexual.

3. If he /she are neither interested in sex nor get sexually attracted to any then they are known as Asexual.

Though we study the LGBTQIA+ is a community still the research found, it has several sub communities.
Wherein each community prefers to live differently and liking to be with one of like them.

OBJECTIVES
1. To study the basic difference between biological sex, gender identity and sexual orientation.

2. To find out the Gender identity and Sexual Orientation of an individuals from LGBTQIA+ community of
Thane City.

3. To find out the correlation between biological sex, gender identity and sexual orientation.

4. To find significance of gender or gender identity.

LIMITATIONS
1. The study of Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation is very complex and dynamic.

2. Many of them are not ready to reveal about gender Identity or sexual orientation because of social stigmata.
3. The research’s conclusion and suggestions are restricted only to LGBTQIA+ community of thane region.
4. There is no direct access or the existence to converse with LGBTQIA+ community.

Hypothesis 1:
There is no relationship between biological sex, gender identity and sexual orientation (HO)

There is relationship between biological sex, gender identity and sexual orientation. (H1)

Hypothesis 2:
There is no change in personality, education, career, lifestyle, preferences after knowing the gender identity.
(HO)

There is a change in personality, education, career, lifestyle after knowing the gender identity. (H1)
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
BOOKS

(Samons, 2009)

The author talks about gender, that we cannot rely on genitals at birth as it may be difficult in case of intersex
individuals whose genitals may not be completely male or female and also in case of person who met with
accident or a disease and lost genitals also cannot be called as transgender. Sex designations can be determined
by a visual inspection of the genitals at birth. Transgender people do not know where they fit into the spectrum
of gender identity and sexual attraction as some desire to live fully as female from the beginning and some may
anticipate potential losses and unwilling to risk. The author pointed out the limitations of vocabulary and
perceptions related to sex and gender by social expectations.

(Pullen, 2010)

This book gives the details of new connections for LGBT identity. The engagement of transgenders (lesbian,
gay, bisexual) using internet reveals their intimacy and diverse sexuality. Which creates opportunities for virtual
coming out and identity affirmation. The communication technology helped in construction of new electronic
ways of networking, community and identity and allowing LGBTs presence in real physical to online world.
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(Healey, 2014)

In a book by Justin Healey published by Spinney Press, the author states that one’s life is deeply influenced by
their gender identity. However, in our society where the norms are so narrowly and rigidly defined. The
individual who crosses those norms have to face many challenges or sometimes straight away reject from the
society. The author also states that this scenario is not forever and there will be a change. This change will be a
thoughtful change in the mindset of the people that everyone is unique with a different identity. This will not
only create a great inclusion for everyone but also let the people explore more of themselves and celebrate their
living.

(Antony Palackal, 2021)

The author mentioned the Interventions for LGBT. In which he stated that the Supreme Court of India declared
that transgender people as a socially and economically backward class and also kept reservations in education
and in employment and also directed the state governments to frame welfare schemes for them and made to
recognizes as third gender on April 2014. The author also states that with this kind of facilities also they are still
facing many challenges in their life. Also, in the same way hundreds of LGBT are facing the same
discrimination that they use to face before the changes in the welfare scheme.

RESEARCH PAPERS AND JOURNAL-ARTICLE

(Andersen, 2019)

The large number of studies proves that there is increased risk of mental health problems with regards to LBBT
individuals. Therefore, many governments’ public health agencies are addressing needs of LGBT individuals.
Wherein this workshop has showcased gender affirmative surgical treatment of LGBT individuals to improve
their mental health in Sweden presented by Dr. John Pachankis (Yale University, USA).

(Rastogi, Shilpa Rao,2018)

This research has focused on discrimination of children on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity.
When the children exposed their sexual orientation and gender identity parents do not accept this fact and they
have to face family exclusions, verbal and physical harassment, bullying, also sometimes parents often force
such children to undergo various therapies to altered their sexual orientation and gender identity. Such practices
increase their mental and physical stress. These practices where violating their basic human rights. Further, the
researcher suggested, establishment of grievances redressal mechanism for sexual minorities, appropriate sex
education and information, proper training through medical experts, measures to safeguard the international
human rights law to prevent discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity.

(Rosemaree Kathleen Miller, Daniel O’Neill, et al. 2022)

This research paper proves with the semi structured interview with 20 transgender females that the
psychological distress had causing due to social strain and not by gender dysphoria also some of them were
undergone with gender changing surgery and others did not express any discomfort with their gender.

NEWSPAPERS

(Hindustan Times, Abhishek Jha 13 September, 2015) The article of Hindustan Times covered the Director
of the LGBT Research and Communications Project at the Center for American Progress (Jeff Krehely) stated,
lot of people belonging to the community of LGBT are becoming homeless because they are coming out to their
families at age 12 to 13 instead of coming out after age 18. The people are ready to come out into society and
feel ok to be what they are. But as they are coming out at an earlier age and they cannot independently stay as
their families reject them. However, in India people do not come out because of the taboos and do not face this
kind of situation and also live in good economic conditions. This differs for transgender as they come out
because of the being effeminate and been rejected by the family.

(New York Times Shalini Venugopal Bhagat on 31st July 2020) the writer talked about the prince of a royal
family that once ruled the kingdom of the Rajpipla. Manvendra Singh Gohil the prince of the Rajpipla dynasty
was brought up to take over a dynasty that was 600 years old. Prince got married to the princess of the royal
family of Jhabua. That was the time when he was clear about his sexual orientation as he was not attracted to a
female sexually. He started reading books and different magazines from which we gained knowledge about the
same. Then he came out as gay in an interview in the year 2006. After which his mother rejected him as a child
of her and this also led to protests in his kingdom, where his statues were brunt. He also got many threats and
got disinherited by his family. He came out and also posted the interview in a newspaper 14 years ago. Being
gay was a crime at that time. People use to threaten him so the governor also provided security to the prince and
then he became one of the few Gay rights activists in the world belonging to such a royal family. He said,” I
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decided that I would continue fighting because I have truth on my side.” This was how difficult to come out
with your sexual orientation even years back. Prince Manvendra is also working on a project in which he is
making shelter for LGBTQ people on his property in Gujarat.

(TODAY ALL DAY Sarah Lemire on 23" May 2022) the writer talked about meaning and importance of the
Pride month June. In the month of June various programs are held for the Individuals belonging to LGBTA
community to celebrate equality, unity and visibility for them. The writer also talked about the reason behind
June being only the pride month and said in the late 1960s, being a gay or any gender queer was illegal in New
York. On 28" of June 1969, police raided the Famous bar which was diverse with different individuals
belonging to the LGBTA community. Where after various riots and protests began and this was then known as
stonewall uprising. Then in the same month of next year a huge crowd gathered at Manhattan, here after every
year the month of June was known as pride month. In year 1999, President bill Clinton officially declared June
as the time to recognize LGBTQ community’s achievements.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES

Type of Research Method Basic Research
Research Universe Individuals from LGBTQIA+ Community.
Sampling Method Convenience Sampling and Snowball Sampling these two non-
probability methods were used.
Research Area Thane Region
Sample Size 28
Method of data collection Primary and Secondary
Primary Data collection Methods Structured questions were design. Personal

Interview, Telephonic Interview, and Questionnaire (Survey)
via google forms were conducted.

Secondary Data Collection Methods Books, Research Papers, Magazines, Websites, Newspapers
articles and social media sited such as Facebook, Instagram,
What's app, Twitter, Quora, Link-in.

Data Analysis Techniques To analysis and interpret the data percentage and graphs are

used.

DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
1. Demography of Respondents

Transsexual (Transgender) | 16 | 59%
Bi-Sexual 6 22%
Gay 2 8%
Lesbian 3 11%
Total 28 | 100%

Demography of Respondent

® Transsexual
(Transgender)

M Bi-Sexual

Gay

Lesbian

Interpretation: Out of total 28 respondents 16 were transgender, 6 were bisexual, 2 were gay and 3 were
lesbians.
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Educational Qualification of the Respondents

Educational Qualification

66.60% 66.60%
25% 33.30% _—  3330%
1.% 12.50%
TRANGENDER BISEXUAL GAY LESBIANS
® Uneducated 4th to SSC
HSC to Graduate Post Graduate and Diploma

Interpretation: It has been observed, 12.50% uneducated & almost 50% of participants belongs only from
Transsexual (Transgender) community because of migration due to societal stigma.

2. When did you get to know about your gender identity and Sexual Orientation?

Different stages of knowing Gl and SO

GENDER IDENTITY SEXUAL ORIENTATION
® Before Puberty4to 11 Yrs During Puberty 11.5to 15 yrs

After Puberty 15to 19 yrs.
Interpretation: There are certain stages at which respondents got know their Gender Identity and Sexual
Orientation. Most of the respondents got to know about their Sexual Orientation after confirming their Gender

Identity. However, 16% respondents got to know their sexual orientation during Puberty and at that stage the
respondents accepted themselves with gender Identity that they belong to the LGBTQIA+ community.
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3. Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation at this point of time

Homosexuals Transsexual (Transgender)

=res
iy

a

BIOLOGICALSEX GENDER SEXUAL e
IDENTITY ORIENTATION BIOLOGICAL SEX GENDER IDENTITY  SEXUALORIENTATION
B Male ®Female ®Both B Male ® Female ™ Transgender
Fig.1 Fig.2

Interpretation: Fig 1 represents (Homosexuals total respondents were 11)

64% respondents have male and 37% respondents have female as their biological sex. However, it can be
observed from the graph that their Gender Identity remains same but the sexual orientation is homogeneous or
bisexual.

Fig.2 represent (Transsexual/Transgender total respondent were 16)
93% respondents have male and 7% have female as biological sex but there is change in Gender Identity in case
of transsexual/transgender and sexual orientation is heterogeneous.

4. Summary of dos and don’ts, basic stereotypes, bullying and teasing and change in upbringing/apparels after
knowing Gender Identity or Sexual Orientations.

Summary

TRANSGENDER BISEXUAL GAY LESBIAN
(TRANSEXUAL )
M Bullying or Teasing M Do's & Don'ts W Basic Stereotypes Change in Upbringing/Apparels

Interpretation: Most of Transsexual (Transgender) suffered from bullying and teasing compared to others.
Whereas, the basic stereotypes around were approximately same in each case. This graph also shows that
lesbians have the most dos and don’ts. Change in upbringing/apparels was only in the case of Transgender
(Transsexual).
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5. Correlation between Gender Identity and sex affirming or sex re-assignment surgeries in case of
Transsexual (Transgender).

Gender Identity & Sex Re-Assignment Surgeries

BIOLOGICALSEX GENDER IDENTITY SEXRE-ASSIGNMENT  NOT INTRESTED

¥ Male ™ Female
Interpretation: Respondents go for surgeries because of Gender identity. Out of total respondents, 63%

respondents performed the sex re-assignment surgeries.

6. Significance of Gender Identity or Sexual Orientation from the respondent’s Point of view.

Opinion of Respondents

0

GENDER IDENTITY SEXUAL ORIENTATION

Interpretation: 99% respondents agreed that Gender Identity matters a lot as compared to Sexual Orientation.
TESTING OF HYPOTHESIS

Hypothesis 1:
There is no relationship between biological sex, gender identity and sexual orientation (HO)

There is relationship between biological sex, gender identity and sexual orientation. (H1)
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Correlation between Biological Sex,
Gender ldentity and Sexual Orientation

BIOLOGICAL 5EX GENDER IDENTITY SEXUAL ORIENTATION

= pale ™ Female Both Transgender not revealed
Interpretation:_From the above graph it is observed that there is no relationship between biological sex, gender
identity and sexual orientation.

Hypothesis 2:
There is no change in personality, education, career, lifestyle, preferences after knowing the gender identity.
(HO)

There is a change in personality, education, career, lifestyle after knowing the gender identity. (H1)

Changes in Personality after knowing Gender
Identity

H o -L L

TRANSGENDER BISEXUAL LESBIAN GAY

W | ifestyle ™ Preference Education Career M Qthers ™ Nochange

Interpretation: From the above collected data, is t is clear that null hypothesis (HO) is rejected and alternative
hypothesis (H1) is accepted as there is change in personality, education, career, lifestyle, preference after
knowing gender identity.

CONCLUSION

Gender identity matters the most in comparison to Biological Sex as in a male body a female feeling cannot
survive. It is the distressed between Gender Identity and Biological Sex i.e., termed as “Dysphoria”. It is their
own gender identity which is forcing them for the sex affirming or sex re-assignment surgeries. The gender
identity is what we feel from inside, which ultimately is the reflection of ourselves in the society.

Even though biological sex was not included in this research, the research clearly states that biological sex,
gender identity and sexual orientation do not have any relation with each other.

The Gender Identity also matters more in comparison to sexual orientation. As per respondents they can live
without sexual orientation but they cannot live without their own identity. In case of sexual orientation what so
ever it may be, it is hidden and unknown to others therefore individuals may hide their feelings and can live
with society without revealing their Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation.

32




International Journal of Advance and Innovative Research ISSN 2394 - 7780
Volume 9, Issue 4 (III): October - December, 2022

Unless the gender identity is not confirmed the respondents could not get attached to the community also. So, to
be a part of community individuals must be confirmed with their Gender Identity.

Until the time individual’s gender identity is unknown to self, the sexual orientation cannot be known. Hence,
both are connected but different.

FINDINGS
As gender plays important role in each one of life but still gender identity and sexual orientations are also matter
a lot to especially with these communities.

Most of them are unaware about terminologies such as gender identity and sexual orientation. Though they
belong from the same community, some are afraid that their benefits will be given to others.

In spite of several institutions, NGO, trusts, organizations are creating awareness regarding LGBTQIA+
community still the individuals from the community does not feel comfortable to reveal their identity because of
the societal stigmata and taboo.

The survey conducted on 28 individuals from LGBTQIA+ community. Among 16 were transsexuals
(Transgender), 6 were bisexual, 2 were gay, 3 were lesbians. Bisexuals and lesbians are most educated. Most of
the respondents got to know their Sexual Orientation after confirming their Gender Identity.

64% respondents have male and 37% respondents have female as their biological sex. However, it can be
observed from the graph that their Gender Identity remains same but the sexual orientation is homogeneous or
bisexual.

93% respondents have male and 7% have female as biological sex but there is change in Gender Identity in case
of transsexual/transgender and sexual orientation is heterogeneous.

Respondents go for surgeries because of Gender identity. Out of total respondents, 63% respondents performed
the sex re-assignment surgeries.

99% respondents agreed that Gender Identity matters a lot as compared to Sexual Orientation.

The sex of most of the transsexuals (Transgender) in thane area is male during their birth (assigned male at
birth) and in case of bisexual, they get more attracted by the opposite gender. This was the observation part of
the study.

SUGGESTIONS

From the LGBTQIA community, majority of individual are belonging from transgender section. Hence, proper
care to pronounce them one should take to protect their sentiments. For ex. Calling them respectfully as “They”
instead of he/she. Or also asking them for their “pronounce”. Being “allies” for them to think about them, we all
can be helpful to them and start Pride month at institution too. For ex. my name is Mrugaya Gaikwad, I
pronounce myself as she/her.

An Academic institution should conduct the sessions, to acquaint the students with various ways to know their
identity. There is certain age generally 9 to 12 years (this research proves before or during puberty) at which the
adolescence gets hints of their gender identity and sexual orientation within.

This can be done via conducting seminar through inviting such individuals who belongs from LGBTQIA
communities. Therefore, they will feel sense of pride and there will change in perspective of youth of today’s
generation.

There should be strong support and inclusion of societies which will reduce the burden and ease of adopting to
the families. There should be a gender-neutral parenting.

There should be availability of safe places wherein LGBTQIA+ community can talk freely without hesitation.

Maharashtra Government should provide some subsidy to set up some small-scale business, so that they can get
the fixed income to run their livelihood.

SCOPE OF FUTURE RESEARCH
To study problem of infrastructure faced by LGBTQIA+ community.

To study the perception of people towards LGBTQIA+ community.
To study the mental health of LGBTQIA+ Community.
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AMBIVALENCE IN ANDREW SEAN GREER’S LESS AND SHYAM SELVADURATI’S FUNNY BOY

Piyusha Mhalunkar
Satish Pradhan Dnyanasadhana College, Thane

ABSTRACT

Having mixed feelings towards a part of one’s identity by virtue of constantly being a witness to the
heternormative standards of society seems but an indivisible part of the LGBTQIA+ experience.
Heteronormativity can have a lasting impact on the psyche rendering even those falling beyond the bounds of
normativity to abide by the unwritten rules inadvertently. The study of this ambivalence within queer narratives
and studying the underlying cause of this internal conflict helps understand the root of the problem of the lack
of omnipresent acceptance and inclusivity even within queer spheres. The study, thus, attempts to highlight the
probable causes of these internalized biases through an analytical reading of Andrew Sean Greer’s Less (2017)
and Shyam Selvadurai’s Funny Boy (1994), both poignant texts put forth by two of the most prominent writers
and contemporary representatives of the queer community.put forth by two of the most prominent writers and
contemporary representatives of the queer community.

Keywords: queer, identity, heteronormativity, ambivalence

ANDREW SEAN GREER’S LESS

Originally published in 2017, Andrew Sean Greer's Less wasn't always destined to be the humorous, unlikely
rendition of the Odyssey as it was in its final form. Greer had originally set out to write Less as a "very serious"
novel but the way it subverts this expectation by the time of publication could not be any more drastic. At first
glance, the novel’s Pulitzer Prize seems simply like a token of inclusivity as the institute often chooses novels
with daunting bodies of texts with topics unseen and unacknowledged inspected under a new light. In contrast,
Less with its comical narrations initially seems like a romantic comedy that can successfully prompt a couple of
laughs here and there. But on closer examination, Less stands as a poetic novel with a trope, a staple mocked,
satirized and turned inside out that leaves a layered, thematically rich text to examine.

Arthur Less, the protagonist of Less this whimsical itinerary is a homosexual, mediocrely successful novelist
who dreads his fiftieth birthday that looms imminently on the horizon. This just so happens to be the initial
sketch of Less that the reader is supplied with over which the author slowly adds layer after layer to make the
character more complex. In a way, Less acts like a coming of age story wherein we see the protagonist grow
into his age and tackle the identity crisis that comes along with the said age. The text introduces multiple
characters that the author explores at a stretch or through fragments of the titular character’s flashbacks. By
association or through sheer creative choices, most of these characters are representatives of the queer
community and thus could be studied under the lens of queer theory.

AMBIVALENCE IN GREER’S LESS

Arthur Less, however, “a person without skin” (Greer 9) spends the first section of his youth in love with Robert
Brownburn (a much older, renowned poet) and the next nine years with Freddy. The narrator explicates that
Less is a person who finds discomfort in his loneliness. “But: how to live alone and yet not be alone?” (Greer 9)
This leads Arthur to inadvertently set himself up for long-lasting relationships despite small failed endeavors
that predated Robert and those that he has during his haphazard world-tour.

Arthur is the author of a book, Kalipso: after the Calypso myth that originates in The Odyssey. This is the very
book that has brought the author notoriety and mediocre success. However, when Less lands in a small party in
France and falls into a less-than-welcome conversation with Finley, a character that Less is contemptuous
towards, Arthur for the first time is criticised about the contents and is called a “bad gay.” Finely justifies:

“It is our duty to show something beautiful from our world. The gay world. But in your books, you make the
characters suffer without reward. If I didn’t know better, I’d think you were Republican. Kalipso was beautiful.
So full of sorrow. But so incredibly self-hating. A man washes ashore on an island and has a gay affair for
years. But then he leaves to go find his wife! You have to do better. For us. Inspire us, Arthur. Aim higher...
(Greer 144)

The above passage candidly discusses one of the other major tenets of Queer theory: queer ambivalence. The
Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines ‘ambivalence’ as “simultaneous and contradictory attitudes or feelings
(such as attraction and repulsion) toward an object, person, or action.” (Web) Despite attempting to shun the
heterosexual normativity in the society through the means of awareness about identities that deviate from these
norms, more often than not, even within the representatives of the Queer community, the normativity and
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hegemony are drilled at a level visceral enough that their subconscious projections still adhere to heterosexual
norms. This constant fluctuation or bivalency in the opinion about following the prevalent hegemony and those
marginalised under the queer community can be defined as queer ambivalence.

While Less’ Kalipso deviates from the original story by swapping Calypso, the female nymph from the original
Odyssey, for a man that the protagonist has an affair with for years, by ensuring that the character returns to his
wife, Arthur Less unwittingly nullifies the representation and validation that he had offered the Queer
community. When questioned about this decision, Less answers: “But... but... but it’s Odysseus,” Less says.
“Returning to Penelope. That’s just how the story goes.” (Greer 144)

This, while could be considered abiding to the integrity of the rest of the original text, as stated before, it
nullifies the queer representation that the male nymph provided the text with. Moreover, the hardships that Less
inflicts on the protagonist coupled with the supposed ‘happy ending’ that comes along with his protagonist
searching for and returning to his wife makes Finley’s remark of the story being ‘self-hating’ seem well-placed.
It tarnishes the already misunderstood and misrepresented queer community by entailing that a man must return
to a woman ultimately.

As Less travels more, he unearths more instances of distaste that the readers have had with Kalipso and also
understands what could be the shortcomings of his next manuscript- Swift. As Zohra points out that it would be
difficult for anyone to feel bad for a ‘middle-aged, Caucasian man’ who just so happens to be the protagonist
that Less had chosen for Swift, Greer brings in a discourse of race and privilege which stands past the scope of
this essay. However, Less soon sets on a journey to correct his manuscript by ridiculing his protagonist and
mocking his place of privilege. In a way, this acts as a meta representation of the sojourn that the manuscript for
Less itself went through.

SHYAM SELVADURAYI’S FUNNY BOY

On the flip side, across the pond, Shaym Selvadurai’s Funny Boy (1994), rich in themes and interpretations
offers a vastly different insight on ambivalence and its manifestation in an adolescent mind. Shyam Selvadurai
brings the story up as Arjie’s - the protagonist’s bildungsroman as he grapples with the reality of being doubly
marginalised - as a Tamil gay boy - in a nation on the verge of a civil war. Selvadurai draws unmistakable
parallels between the broken state of the nation at a political level and the haywire state of Arjie’s psyche as he
comes to realise the societal dislike towards his ‘tendencies’ which quite early in his life gains him the title of
‘funny’.

AMBIVALENCE IN SELVADURAI’S FUNNY BOY

The very introductory chapter of Shyam Selvadurai’s Funny Boy centres itself around the most initial of Arjun’s
- the protagonist and narrator’s - brushes with the heteronormative society. As the narrator is merely a child
oblivious to social institutions and cookie-cutter expectations of a male, he finds himself comfortable playing
with girls - “bride-bride” as was traditional for them with Arjun playing the ‘bride’- as opposed to his other
cousins who stick to the gendered groups when visiting their grandparents. Arjie is faced with confrontation
only when his cousin from the United States raises an objection that only a girl can be the bride. She then goes
to insult Arjie as: “a pansy”’, “a faggot” and “a sissy” (Selvadurai 11), none of which are actually
comprehensible words to Arjun and his siblings. It is when the said cousin’s mother draws Arjun in front of the
entire family draped in a sari, Arjun is faced with harsh criticism and is called “funny” by his

uncle, hence, the name of the book. However, these very instances along with the confrontation between
Arjun’s parents once they go back home wherein his father reasserts the epithet of “funny”, blaming his mother
for enabling his ‘behaviour’ by allowing him to watch her as she dresses up ensure that Arjie feels dubious
about the way he views himself. The following day Arjie is banished from his mother’s room while she readied
herself which plants the very first seeds of doubt in Arjie’s mind and his exile. Selvadurai illustrates:

It was clear to me that I had done something wrong, but what it was, I couldn’t comprehend. I thought of what
my father had said about turning out "funny." The word "funny" as I understood it meant either humorous or
strange, as in the expression, "that's funny." Neither of these fitted the sense in which my father had used the
word, for there had been a hint of disgust in his tone. (Selvadurai 17)

The next time Arjie and his cousins are to stay with his grandparents, he is mandated to play only with his male
cousins. However, Arjie still manages to sneak the sari with him, culminating in a huge fight between his cousin
and himself. He soon finds himself on the verge of being punished by his grandmother from which he escapes
temporarily only to be punished later. This series of events cements the - intentional or not - feeling of exile that
Arjie begins to feel. The narrator documents:
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The future spend-the-days were no longer to be enjoyed, no longer to be looked forward to. And there would be
loneliness. I would be caught between the boys’ and girls’ worlds, not belonging or wanted in either. I would
have to think of things with which to amuse myself, find ways to endure the lunches and teas when the cousins
would talk to one another about what they had done what they planned to do for the rest of the day (Selvadurai
39-40)

It is clear that under his grandmother’s keen eye, Arjie finds himself lonesome and segregated from his kin.
Whilst he does find himself sticking to chores handed to him by his grandmother over the course of time, in
exile from his cousins and siblings, Arjun forms bonds with equally exiled and troubled characters. His aunty -
Radha - allows him the freedom of indulging in her make up like pottus and nail polish. She seems to offer
Arjie the kinship and support that he needs by trusting him with her own secrets thus rendering them in a
symbiotic relationship. The same is true with Daryl uncle, an old flame and a short-lived affair of his mother
who enters the story shortly before losing his life in a civil upheaval on account of his lineage as a Bugher.
Thus, Arjun constantly finds himself sympathetic with marginalised, troubled characters that he encounters.

Another one of the people, marginalised and fairly considered an outsider, that garners Arjun’s respect and
admiration briefly is Jegan, the son of one of Arjun’s father’s childhood friends. While Jegan finds himself
employed under Arjun’s father, Arjie grows to admire Jegan. There are instances where, at the readers’ own
volition, one might see traces of Arjie’s sexual awakening and inclination in their interaction. However, the
author does not confirm the same. Arjun’s father grows equally fond of Jegan and opts to share some of his
most intimate thoughts with the boy, most of which have Arjie as a clandestine eavesdropper. One of which is
documented so:

“I’'m glad you take an interest in him,” he said. “That boy worries me.”
I leaned forward wondering what it was that worried him.

“Why, Uncle?” Jegan asked.

... “From the time he was small he has shown certain tendencies.”
“What do you mean, tendencies?” Jegan asked.

“You know... he used to play with dolls, always reading.”

My face suddenly became hot at the realisation that he was discussing this with Jegan, for whom I had such
high regard. I thought to get up, go into the garden and thus interrupt this mortifying conversation. ... “Anyway,
the main point is that I'm glad you’re taking an interest in him. Maybe you’ll help him outgrow this phase.”
(Selvadurai 166)

Not only does the preceding excerpt highlight the rigid bounds of gender roles in Arjun’s father’s mind but it
also highlights the distaste that Arjun has towards the conversation being acknowledged with an outsider. This
along with the fact that Arjun’s father decides for Arjun to change schools and join his brother at Victoria
Academy rationalising that “The Academy will force you to become a man,” (Selvadurai, 210) solidifies further
the fear that Arjun has towards the “tendencies” that his father mentions being a part of his own identity.

While the happenstances so far show no definite evidence of Arjie’s sexuality, they form a foreground of a
typically heteronormative and rigid surrounding wherein the seed of hidden identities within closets flourishes.

The first instance of Arjie’s sexuality being expressed is with one of his classmates Shehan Soyza. Right since
the moment he is introduced, Shehan sticks out like a sore thumb to Arjie. Not only is he one of the only people
to welcome Arjun - a Tamil boy - in a Sinhalese class but is also introduced as quite a rebel with his hair grown
out and hidden with pins. While rumours surround the boy, Arjun still develops quite a deep bond with him.
Thus, when they find a way out of the punishment the both of them receive from the principal and Shehan
kisses Arjun out of joy, Arjun’s first venture into defining his sexuality begins. Selvadurai pens down:

That all I could think about was the sensation of that kiss. I lay across my bed, trying to relive it, but it had
happened so fast that I could not remember very much. ... As I lay there, looking up at the mosquito net above
me, I had realised I had not only liked that kiss but I was also eager to experience it again in all its detail and
sensation. (Selvadurai 251)

At this juncture in the narrative, Arjie has come to terms with him liking the sensation of the kiss. Whilst there
is not a label of homosexuality that he puts himself under, he has accepted that he likes the idea of it. His
feelings, however, follow a topsy-turvy road as he visits Shehan at his home and seems to miss the cue to
initiate intimacy with the other and further complicates things by asking a disproportionate question. The
meeting, needless to say, ends early but further stands as evidence for Arjie’s strengthening feelings.
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Arjie then informs his family that he has a friend and is prompted to invite him home. On hearing the name of
the friend, Diggy - Arjie’s older brother - who is aware of the rumours that follow Soyza and ensures time and
again that Arjie is equally aware of them and their clandestinely homosexual insinuations, threatens Arjun: “...
he’ll (Arjun’s father) definitely know that you’re ...” (Selvadurai 255). Not only does this further intimidate
Arjie from even the possibility of a homosexual inclination but it also ensures that Diggy forms the second line
of rigid heteronormativity that dares not tolerate anything diverging from the norm.

Further, as Shehan does arrive at Arjun’s house, Arjun states: “When Shehan finally arrived, I couldn’t help
studying him, as if I hoped to find my discovery physically manifested in his person.” (Selvadurai 257) This can
be held as a piece of plausible evidence that Arjun feels bereft of a part of his identity. Especially considering
that Arjie has had a short experience of homosexual intimacy rendering him in need for more. At a linguistic
level, it could even be considered a Freudian slip, a subconscious giveaway that Arjun finds a piece of his
identity still undiscovered and hopes to find the same in Shehan.

Both of the boys venture through the yard, end up in the garage which subsequently culminates in Arjun’s first
sexual endeavour. The very moment that Soyza and him part, the narrator mentions feeling “helplessly angry”
(Selvadurai 260). The narrator also continues to fuss with his clothes, trying to hide any and all evidence of the
deed done. However, when confronting his family, albeit devoid of any evidence, the narrator shows clear signs
of guilt. He documents:

I looked around at my family and I saw that I had committed a terrible crime against them, against the trust and
love they had given me. I glanced at Amma and imagined what her reaction would have been had she
discovered us, the profound expression of hurt that would have come over her face. [...] I wanted to cry out what
I had done, beg to be absolved of my crime, but the deed was already done and it couldn’t be taken back. Now I
understood my father’s concern, why there had been such a worry in his voice whenever he talked about me. He
had been right to try to protect me from what he feared was inside me, but he had failed. (Selvadurai 262)

The secretive nature of his experience ultimately results in the narrator considering it to be a complete betrayal
of the trust that his parents placed in him. The narrator also shows the typical fear one has of letting the
heteronormative mind-set of those closest to a closeted person down. Not only does this add an increasing
pressure but it also marks the very first dissonance in Arjun’s psychology thus granting the reader the first
evidence of crisis the description of which continues in the following passage, a spy-account of Arjun’s psyche:

I watched him, feeling resentful, angry at myself that I had done such awful things with him. I thought of the
expression on his face as he had pushed against me, and I felt a sudden contempt and loathing for him. It
seemed hard to believe that I longed for his kiss the whole weekend, had waited with such expectancy to
discover more. Now I wished I had never invited him, never set eyes on him. (Selvadurai 263)

What Arjun expresses in the preceding excerpt is a typical show of resentment bubbling from regret. The regret,
here, only stems from the fact that the heteronormative society around him has been less than supportive of the
‘tendencies’ Arjun seemingly showcases right since his formative years and his constant belief that they make
him less than normal. His ignorance and innocence regarding a topic as sensitive and delicate as sexuality
renders him confused and frightful about his sexual venture. Thus, the contempt that Arjun feels towards hails
from confusion and somehow dissonance. As Arjun believes that it is abnormal to find pleasure in another man,
he seems to blame Shehan for his feelings.

Shehan and Arjun later have a fight when Arjun denies the other boy any sort of intimacy in the privacy of his
room leading Shehan to accuse him for feeling guilty for the happenstance in the garage. When Shehan states
that he knows what he wants and finds it no reason to be ashamed of the same, Arjun, raised to think the exact
opposite, tells Shehan that it is “revolting” (Selvadurai 265). Here, we see Arjun going back on his admitted
homosexual awareness but also constantly insulting Shehan - someone who is comfortable with his identity -
and ultimately hits him. To quote The Psychiatric Times:

There are many gay men who, before they came out, were either "gay-baiters" or "gay-bashers" themselves.

Attacking those perceived to be gay serves several functions. One penile plethysmography study indicated that
men with strong antihomosexual beliefs actually had significant homosexual arousal patterns (Adams et al.,
1996). Strong anti-homosexual feelings may represent an effort to control perceptions of a gay-basher's own
sexual identity. This might translate as, "If I attack gay people, no one will think I am gay." Psychoanalysts call
this defence "identification with the aggressor" (Freud, 1966). It may represent intrapsychic efforts to maintain a
psychological distance from one's own homoerotic feelings. In other words, it is an effort to strengthen
dissociative tendencies. (Drescher Web)
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According to the above excerpt, Arjun finds himself in the same mindset of “identification with the aggressor”.
Whilst he is aware that a part of him longs for the confidence and comfort that Shehan has with his identity, he
is equally aware of the anti-homosexual climate of his home and the exile that Shehan lives in, in the premises
of the school with a reputation marred with baseless rumours. Thus, in an effort to remove himself from even
the slightest idea of finding comfort in a reprimanded identity, Arjun resorts to ‘gay-bashing’ one of the most
typical behaviours of men with a closeted homosexual inclination, often termed under internalised homophobia.
This homophobic behaviour only stems from the fact that Arjun feels incompetent for not having the same
confidence as Shehan about his own sexuality. This only stands as yet another shred of evidence of a queer
ambivalence brewing inside of Arjun’s mind as he tries to tackle this part of his identity.

However, soon Arjun comes to terms with his sexuality and finds it in himself to apologise to Shehan for his
comments and the violence he had initiated. As he definitively and purposefully ensures that the poems he
recites at an important function are all incorrect and render the present principal’s - the one who had
continuously punished Shehan - speech irrelevant, Arjun and Shehan reconcile. It is at this juncture that Arjun
narrates the following on seeing his mother:

What happened with Shehan and me over the last few days had changed my relationship with her forever. I was
no longer a part of my family in the same way. I now inhabited a world they didn’t understand and into which
they couldn’t follow me. (Selvadurai 284-285)

This is a clear indication of Arjun not only accepting his identity as a homosexual boy but also of him being
aware of the consequences that might follow considering the conservative views that his family has shared.
Arjun, a boy who has grown in an unintentional exile by virtue of

impugning the heteronormative views of his family at a very young age, is a boy aware of his homosexuality
readily inflicts upon himself an exile from his family and accepts that where his identity stays now is beyond the
reach of his family.

Thus, Arjun carries the naiveté of a teenager and an equally curious and forgiving nature. Whilst he does realise
that he has been exiled from his extended family time and again for inadvertently challenging the norm, he
forgives them for it and ultimately finds himself sympathising with the other marginalised members of his
family. Arjun’s constant exposure to the heteronormative expectations of his family renders him hesitant and
thus ambivalent as he finally realises his sexuality. Although initially intrigued and looking forward to his
interactions with Shehan, Arjun soon finds himself struggling with guilt and disgust that only arises from the
realisation that he is letting his family’s heteronormative values down by accepting this forbidden part of his
identity. Gradually, as Arjie comes to terms with his sexuality and realises that simply blaming it on Shehan or
finding it in himself to feel contemptuous towards the other for being able to express himself, he not only
apologises to Shehan but also pulls a grand gesture to show that his apology is sincere. However, when Arjun
finally accepts and acknowledges his homosexuality, he realises that he has now segregated himself from his
family and thus has inflicted upon himself an exile anew.

Greer’s novel, on the other hand, is rich in characters, minor and major both, that do not conform to the
traditional hegemony of sexuality. Greer explores the world of these multiple manifestations of queer identities
as if in an effort to prove their existence and validity irrespective of the gender of the partner and the amount of
time spent in association with them. Greer also explores the lasting effects of the heteronormative society on the
psyche and how the ambivalence that it brings in its wake might result in the misrepresentation and invalidation
of multiple personalities and characters.

CONCLUSION

Despite the cartographical, thematic and cultural differences in the texts, inadvertently or not, both the authors
seemingly underline the subliminal and lasting effect that heteronormative society has on the minds of the
residents wherein even when exploring one’s identity beyond the normative bounds one may stumble across
internalised prejudice against it. Thus, reconstructing language and concepts to be more inclusive of non-
normative genders, sexualities and identities is an indivisible part of a healthier and inherently inclusive
tomorrow.
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ABSTRACT

We all are human beings, but I feel like people forget that sometimes. People too often forget that we have a
choice in how we want to spend the rest of our life. Humans rights is the belief that everybody should be treated
equally and with dignity no matter what their circumstances; which means nobody should be tortured or treated
in an inhuman or degrading way. But in case of transgender people, we forget that they are also human and we
mistreat them for no reason, we avoid them for no reason, we hate them for no reason.

We want to tell such a story of a transwoman, Zoya Thomas Lobo; India’s first transgender photojournalist.
Zoya was born in Mumbai and right from the very beginning, she knew that she was different but never had
courage to reveal her real identity to her family. For some, success is not equivalent to merely hard work and
luck. It takes a tectonic amount of courage, tenacity and determination to beat all the odds and turn around
your circumstances. The statement holds true for 28-year-old Zoya Lobo, who, with her unshakeable
determination, has not only become India’s first trans photojournalist, but has also been featured in a Kay
Beauty ad with Katrina Kaif. Once she came to our college Satish Pradhan Dnyanasadhana College, Thane, so,
we got the chance to know her. Zoya is a very inspiring and hearty, passionate photographer and on top of that,
she is a greatly amazing and kind person. She wants to be a famous wildlife photographer one day but who will
give her a chance to explore. Even after being featured in a hoard of newspapers and websites, Zoya still has
to literally beg to sustain herself. She simultaneously manages a career in photojournalism but hasn't been
offered a full-time job yet. Google has launched her as India’s first trans photojournalist. Though her
photographs have made it to the pages of renowned dailies like the Hindustan Times and the Times of India
but she is yet to find permanent employment in this field.

INTRODUCTION

Zoya Thomas Lobo, a rebel who broke the societal norms to become the first transgender photojournalist of
India. Zoya is an inspiration for everyone, and she is fighting hard to earn respect for the transgender
community of India. Even as she fumbles and stammers when she begins talking about her experience in
English, one can only respect her passion for photography and telling stories. Born and brought up in a lower-
middle-class family in Mahim, Mumbai, Zoya overcame many obstacles and faced discrimination to gain her
own identity as a trans woman.

Zoya has almost seven thousand followers on Instagram. People started knowing her as India’s first
transwoman photojournalist, even though she faces discrimination, and not everyone is comfortable with a
transgender photographer but she has not lost hope. She wants to make a better environment for the transgender
people in India, so that they get the equal right to live their life respectfully.

Zoya’s Childhood: Zoya was born in a lower-middle-class family in, Mumbai. She spent her childhood in
Mahime Bhatiya, a Brother's Cooperative Housing Society, where her father worked as a watchman. Zoya Lobo
grew up in a Christian community. She went to convent school till class five, but dropped out at an early age.
Later, her father passed away due to health complications, and the family was forced to flee society owing to an
ongoing disagreement over the flat they had rented. Despite her mother’s efforts to secure her rights and
ultimately acquire the flat, the family decided to leave and go to the mother’s sister’s home. Lobo moved to
Kapad Bazaar in Mahim West with her widowed mother and sister, where she lived the majority of her life. It
was difficult for the mother to raise two children on her alone without any financial assistance. She accepted
part-time work at a neighboring bakery to help support the family. The family was also given a monthly grocery
supply by the Church they went to. On an interview with MAD4INDIA she told that “My childhood days were
very memorable. But sometimes my friends used to bully me, tease me. During that time, whenever my
elder sister found out that they were bullying me, she would come to my rescue. She fought and argued with
them for me.”

Accept Her Inner Calling: At very young age she started feeling that she was different. she didn’t identify
herself with either the male or female genders, she increasingly found herself out of place. She enjoyed playing
girly games and loved hanging out with girls, mostly. After joining the transgender community, Zoya
realized that she is one of them. At the age of 18 she joined the transgender community. But before that also,
she used to assume herself as a woman. Zoya told MAD4INDIA on a conversation, “It took me a long time
to accept that I’m different I’m a transgender, but eventually; I did accept myself the way I’'m”.
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Reaction of Family Knowing Her Real Identity: In the name of family Zoya had her mother and one
sister, and she didn’t want loose them. She tried hard to hide her identity from her family. But eventually,
when she turned 18 she disclosed the fact that she was different, she was queer as it became difficult for her to
suppress herself. She was afraid of being punished by her family or, worse, abandoned. But she was lucky, her
mother didn’t threw her away. It took time, but her mother accepted her real identity and tried to support her.
Lobo recalled her mother accompanying her on her first train ride and assisting her in draping the saree every
day before she left for work. When her friend came to know that she was trans, they advised her to behave like
straight and not otherwise. Lobo told “They always tried correcting me like being me was wrong.” They are
still friends with her on Instagram and talk to each other. But one of them said that he feels ashamed to talk
to her and hang out with her in public. As long as they’re talking over the phone, he’s okay with it. Even her
sister didn’t want to talk to her. Zoya’s sister once told her that they lose their respect because of Zoya.

Becoming India’s First Transgender Photojournalist: By the time she found a community that accepted her,
she was already living away from her family and found herself with barely any line of work to pursue. This
resulted in her begging in the local trains, however, this was not something she wanted to continue doing and
yearned to break away from her circumstances. Zoya was also determined to create a new path that created
opportunities for transgender community members. Nonetheless, no matter how much she contemplated other
avenues of work she always was met with brick walls and therefore continued begging in trains.

It was her honest reaction and feedback to Vikas Mahajan’s short film titled ‘Hijara Shap Ki Vardan’ that
landed her a job in the sequel. The film was well-received and Zoya was awarded the Best Actress and Human
Being Award. During the film’s success party when Zoya got the opportunity to get on stage, she took
advantage of the situation and spoke on behalf of the community and raised important questions. Her fiery
speech and self-confidence caught the attention of Mr Shreeneth Singh, Editor of College Times Education
Media, who offered her a job as a freelance reporter towards the end of 2019. This got her foot in the door,
however, from a financial point of sustenance, it was still a very volatile proposition. She didn’t give up hope
and continued to collect funds to acquire a camera. Zoya has a proclivity for images and wanted to experiment
with photography, but didn’t know how to go about with it. She researched and sought the advice of
photographers, and eventually learnt her tricks of the trade.

She got recognition when she shot photos of the migrant labourers' protest in Bandra in April 2020. She was
the only one who had those photos and these were taken by agencies, newspapers like HT, TOI, Lokmat,
Mumbai Mirror and few more publications. This is when she got some recognition, at least among the
photographers in Mumbai. Even Lokshahi News wanted her to join them as a fulltime ‘Lokashahi News
Journalist’ but she demanded the tag as ‘First Transgender Photojournalist’ which they couldn’t accept.
Zoya has been awarded by the Journalist Union of Maharashtra. Slowly and steadily, people started knowing
that Zoya Lobo is India's first trans photojournalist. Her elder sister who shunned her away after she came out as
trans, now recognizes her work and is proud of her.

Soon after Zoya’s pictures of the migrant labourers’ protest at Bandra station went viral and were picked up by
major publications, she received her first international assignment. From landing this huge opportunity with the
Canadian publication La Presse, turning a face model for Kay Beauty, and to being featured on Google India’s
banners, Zoya Lobo says she still has a long way to go and looks forward to bigger achievements in the future.

Transphobia Hampers Zoya’s Dream: Transphobia describes someone who has hate, fear, or disgust
for transgender people or anyone who does not fit into the male/female gender binary. For example, a transphobic
person may express disgust for a "tomboy" or for a masculine-appearing person wearing a dress. Another example
would be someone no longer wanting to continue a friendship after finding out their friend is transgender. These are
just a few interpersonal examples of transphobia that do not represent the whole scope of the issue.

There are also overarching societal examples. Transgender people face discrimination in the workplace, healthcare
settings, and the housing market, among other areas of daily life. There are endless ways that transphobia can show
up, including: using incorrect pronouns, using a transgender person's ''deadname.', bullying, violence,
workplace discrimination, medical discrimination, housing discrimination.

Transphobia can cause depression, anxiety, isolation, and feelings of hopelessness in transgender people. It can also
lead to suicide. 82% of transgender people have considered suicide, while 40% of trans people have attempted it at
some point in their lives. Just 1.6% of the general population has attempted suicide, showing that the rates for
transgender people are exponentially higher.
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Internalized transphobia happens when a trans person has absorbed messages of shame they received as a child about
gender nonconforming people or their own gender nonconforming behaviors or desires. According to the Office for
Victims for Crime, this can lead to transgender people getting into relationships with domestic violence and can also
lead transgender survivors of violent crimes to believe they deserved what happened to them.

Zoya says that she was privileged because at least her mother accepted her and supported her. Before gaining
recognition, Zoya has faced lots of inhuman treatment from the society that leave her depressed. She used to
face discrimination, behavior like she didn’t belong to this society. Seeing her, people make faces and told her
to stay away from them, not to touch them as she is a transgender. These instances were a little
heartbreaking for the photojournalist. She hailed from a humble background and her journey to becoming the
first trans photojournalist was not the easiest.

Even after being featured in a hoard of newspapers and websites, Zoya still has to literally beg to sustain
herself. Though many national and international media outlets have recognized her work, Lobo is still
struggling to secure a full-time job as a photojournalist, turning her passion into employment. This is happened
because of the mindset of our society who resist to accept them as a part of this society.

Summary and Conclusions: Zoya, who was born a male biologically, realized gender dysphoria. She started
experiencing feminine traits, enjoyed playing with dolls and games said to be meant for girls and was attracted
to boys. Zoya had to hide her identity from the family for the fear of being thrashed. But at the age of 18 she
gathered the courage to tell her mother. Later she joined the transgender community and used to travel in trains
and beg for her bread and butter. This is not what she wanted to do for the rest of her life. During the pandemic
she captured some photographs which give her some fame and people started knowing her as India’s first trans
photojournalist. Zoya, who wishes to be a wildlife photographer, still searching for a fulltime employment.

Her dream is to be able to show the truth like the mirror of society, like true journalists. She wants to raise
awareness about her community and the people part of it, she urges parents to be accepting and appreciative of
their children unconditionally. “Today when my sister reads my name in the newspapers she sends me
encouraging words and that makes me feel accepted. I want to tell families that if you have a trans child in your
house please support them. Educate them so they don’t have to enter local trains to beg.” told Zoya to Mac
Cosmetics India.

Our Point of View on Transgender and Transphobia: Educating yourself about transgender rights, gender
identity issues, and how to respect transgender people is the best way to fight against transphobia. Here are some
small things we can do:

e Never ask a transgender person about their genitals, whether or not they've had surgery, or if they are on
hormones.

e Avoid backhanded compliments like "I would never guess you are transgender!"

e  Ask people for their pronouns instead of assuming.

e Use gender-inclusive language when talking to a group, like "folks" or "people."

e Use a trans person's correct name and pronouns. Do not ask them about their previous name or pronouns.
e Let the transgender people in your life know you are an ally and that you want to support them.

e If you are an academician, then try to help them completing their education.

NOTES
e ZoyaLobo’s Interview with Adityobarna Mukherjee, MAD4INDIA, November 23, 2021.

e Exclusive Conversation with iDiva, Jun 22, 2022.

e www.google.com.
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ABSTRACT

In this study, Researcher examined the social problems of LGBTQ in the places they move to Data were
collected using non participating observation. The sample is composed of 20 people, residing in the Nagpur
city. The findings demonstrate that LGBTQ individuals are expressed to verbal harassment and physical abuse,
humiliation, inferior complex they are not accepted and are not able to perform any social activities in their
home and hometowns, social and public places or if they migrated, in the places they move. There they face
tremendous problem.

Keywords: Social problems, LGBTQ, Community, Indian Society, Migrated.

INTRODUCTION

LGBTQ is an for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer, plus other sexual and gender identities, describe
distinct groups within the culture. Sexual orientation includes the dimensions, sexual attraction, sexual
behaviour, sexual fantasies, self — identification, emotional, social and lifestyle preferences.

e Lasbian refers to women who are homosexual.

e Gay has traditionally been used to represent a diverse group or people who are attracted to people of the
same gender.

e Bisexual or ‘bi’ refers to people whose sexual and romantic feelings are for both genders.

e Transgender is an umbrella term that encompasses a diversity of gender expression including drag queens
and kings, bi-genders, cross dressers, transgenderists, and transsexuals.

e Queer A queer is someone whose sexual orientation is not heterosexual or whose gender identity in not
traditionally male or female.

The LGBTQ community is a loosely defined grouping of Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and other queer
individuals united by a common culture and social movements. These communities generally celebrate pride,
diversity, individuality and sexuality. LGBTQ activists and sociologist see LGBTQ community building as a
counter weight to heterosexism, homophobia, biphobia, transbhobia, sexualism and conformist pressures that
exist in the larger society. The LGBTQ community is diverse in polical affiliation.

LGBTQ multiculturalism is the diversity within the LGBTQ community as a representation of different sexual
orientations, gender identities as well as different ethnic, language, religious groups within the LGBTQ
community. The two movements have much in common politically. Both are concerned with tolerance for real
differences, diversity minority, status and the invalidity of value judgments applied to different way of life.
Highlighting some major problems faced by them.

o Statement of the problem : This Research study at Nagpur to determine discrimination and violence,
inequality towards LGBTQ. In the study found that many LGBTQ individuals under the fear, inferior
complex, humiliation, verbal and physical harassment. Today there are still psychiatrist, psychologist,
sociologist, academician, Researcher describe homosexuality as spiritual and behavioral disorder.

e Purpose of this study : In this Research, it is aimed to find out whether LGBTQ individuals residing at
Nagpur, encounter social problem related with inferior complex, fear, harrassment problem encounter and
when they are not adjust with such social problems and move to other city, whether they are faced with the
another kind of social problems and lastly, how such problems affect and influence LGBTQ individuals.

e Methods of the present study :- In this Research, Researcher used qualitative research methods to asses
perceptions of their home, hometown and the problems they faced in the places they moved later. Data
were using non participatory observation that include only 20 people. All record were organised with codes
and numbers. Grouping of data was utilized to classify and encode the same reactions and comments and
together with Data collection, analysis was conducted with the assistance of this methods.
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e DATA ANALYSIS
Table No. 1: Maritial Status

Status | Number | Percentage
Married 3 15%
Single 17 85%
Total 20 100%

In this above Analysis show Maritial status of LGBTQ. 3 (15%) of the total participants were married and 17
(85%) of them were single. This analysis show that they can’t able to marry. Society are not accept their
marriage. They can’t live happily in the Indian Society. Our society people live with traditional mindset that’s
why they can’t accept. Even family members are not accept in a social, public ground they feel humiliate.

Table 2: Considered from the Indian perspective

Perspective Number | Percentage
Forbidden 2 10%
Burning in hell 2 10%
Regarding sick and cursed 3 15%
Bad 3 15%
Sin 9 45%
Attacked position 1 5%
Total 20 100%

In this above table shown the Indian perspectives of people consideration. 09 (45%) respondent LGBT consider
as ‘Sin’ according with the indian context. Next most of them respondent. Regarding LGBTQ sick and cursed
and very bad for the society, their percentage are same. And 5% LGBTQ they are silent when people are
murdered to attacked.

Table 3: Family members knew that they are LGBTQ individual

Know | Number | Percentage
Yes 14 70%
No 06 30%
Total 20 100%

In above table show their friends and family members are known in their home town that they are know more
than half of the respondent state that they had family friend, kinship members are knew about the individuals
sexual orientation.

RESULTS

What am doing to people ? Respondent say they can’t go out during the day time. They are beaten by many
people and have been hospitalized by many time. But Doctor not admitted them because in the hospital form
gender not mentioned as a LGBTQ that’s why their health problem are very crucial. Their family member
supports them. Some social mindset people were known to be heterosexual by their families and the social,
environment and their sexual orientation were unknown to those people. Some of say their family accepted
them but it took a long time. When they faced with the problems they can’t adjust with, they started using
alcohol and arrogancy, smoking, chewing tobacco. Now they don’t and try to continue their life ignoring the
others society members.

CONCLUSIONS

e LGBTQ people, they will not win their right by staying quietly in our closets. At the heart of their statement
is the importance of visibility, the first step toward solving the bigger ills of homophobia and LGBTQ
discrimination. It serves us all to remember their words and their bravery, as we build a better world for
each others.

e If we can foster an environment at home, public place where everyone feels safe physically and emotionally
to bring their whole selves to the public place and be visible, we can each play a small parts in affecting
change on a much grander scale.

e In other parts of the world, attitudes also are changing regarding LGBTQ discrimination. WHO
organization reclassified ‘gender incongruence’ so transgender people would no longed be deemed mentally
ill. India’s Supreme Court unanimously descriminalised gay sex and ruled that gay indians be given all the
protection in 27 countries, same sex marriage in now legal. But our Indian mindset are not totally accept
this.

45




International Journal of Advance and Innovative Research ISSN 2394 - 7780
Volume 9, Issue 4 (III): October - December, 2022

The dream was of replacing that culture of domination with a world of participatory economics grounded in
communalism and social democracy, a world without discrimination based on sex, gender, a world where
recognition of mutuality and inter dependency would be the domination ethos, a global ecological vision of
how the society can survive and how everyone on it can have access to peace and well-being.

It is truly visionary we have to root roof our imagination in our concrete reality simultaneously imagining
possibilities beyond that reality. A primary strength of contemporary society has been the way it has
changed shape and direction. Society for social justice that hold on to outmoded ways of thinking.

A fundamental goal of society was to create strategies to change the lot of such people and enhance their
personal power. To do that, though the society needed to move way beyond equal rights agenda and start
with basic issues like literacy campaigns for poorer groups. There has been sustained effort to create these
education institutions.

A collective door to door effort to spread the message for LGBTQ education, employment, voting, literacy,
acceptance, their skills utilization, social good environment, medical facility, inculcator in every form
LGBTQ column, Eradication their inferior complex, fear, humiliation. Society accept them by they are also
human being.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Protect individuals from homophobic and transphobic violence. Prevent torture and cruel, inhuman and
grading treatment, Repel Laws Criminalizing homosexuality, prohibit discrimination based on sexual
orientation and gender identity, safeguard freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly for all
LGBTQ people.

Police, local authority, policy makers, school, family, education institution accepting gender variant.
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ABSTRACT

There are many studies carried out on the issues of Transgenders and LGBTQIA communities. Among those,
transgenders are open and are well aware of their different identity and have been struggling for years to have
equal human rights and respect like others in society. Several NGOs and government machinery are working
for their welfare and fitting them into the social system with due honour and identity. But this paper is
exclusively written to understand the socio-psychological perspective on gays and bisexual men. Many of them
are open and accept their desire for alternative sexuality but there is one more class of people who prefer to be
in closed groups and still engaged in same-sex relationships and activities. They are not adhering to have right
as they are in trauma. They do have families and still, they do want to experience or continue to experience
M2M relationships. To understand their perspective this study is done using quantitative and qualitative
methods of research.

Keywords: homosexuality, LGBTQ and M2M relationship

I) INTRODUCTION

A. ABOUT LGBTQIA COMMUNITY

LGBTQIA is a community consist lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgender, and queer individuals who are united
to the network by common traits and social movements. They show their particular sexuality or sexual
orientation. LGBT takes their issues separately and many of them are in closed groups and do not either wish to
prefer to be open and chase human rights. This community does not have a clearly defined population but they
have a network through some social media or apps where the same and alike-minded get in contact and share
their feelings and relationships.

B. PROBLEM STATEMENT

The issues and concerns related to transgender are already in the social challenges and systems. They are being
recognized and honored with their rights like others. Several NGOs are working and trying to accommodate
them into the mainstream. But this paper is excluding them and focuses only on Gay and Bi-sexuality, and their
social and psychological perspectives. Transgender has been seeking human rights and status in society and are
open to their orientation. But many men are into same-sex orientation, including pure gays, and pretend straight
and curious. They do get into a network through social media and apps. And do not want to be open but remain
close and share commonness. They have fear of getting revealed and the consequences thereafter. But the fact
cannot be denied that their number is on the rise.

C. SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDY

Initially, LGBTQIA was considered as a community with the same orientation and attributes but later it is
observed that the issues related to transgender and LGB are not the same. Transgenders have a genetic cause
behind their behavior and orientation. They do seek human rights and identity in a society like men and women.
And many steps have been initiated by the government for their rights. But the closed groups like lesbians,
Gays, and bisexuals have different issues and thinking. They are defined unclearly and many are unidentified.
But they have been known in society for their preferences and orientation.

D. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
1. To highlight the sociological perspective on the M2M relationship.

2. To highlight the psychological perspective on the M2M relationship
3. To conclude the findings of the study.

II. LITERATURE REVIEW

Moran MR (1992), mainly focused on sexual orientation similarity and experiences of gays and lesbians’
perception as a psychological study. Garnets LD, Kimmel DC (1993), studies the psychology of human
diversity related to the perspectives on Lesbian and Gay male experiences in Columbia. Hubbard R,
Rossington J (1995), focused on the need of supporting gays and lesbians for housing and care. Keogh P, Reid
D, Weather burn P (2006) carried out a study to narrate the experiences and needs of lesbians, gays and
bisexuals, and trans men and women in Lambeth. Davies P, River, L (2006) studied promoting challenges for
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older gays and lesbians in polar. The purpose was to analyze the partnership project. Whittle S, Turner L, and
Al-Alami M (2007) discussed engendered penalties related to transgender and transexual people's experiences
of inequality and discrimination. The paper was more qualitative. Elizabeth Price (2011), the main objective
was to enable researchers working in the field of adult social care, to recognize and acknowledge the difference
and diversity in human behavior. The reason is to improve social care practices. Mishka and Jivitesh (2022),
In this paper, the issues and possibilities related to same-sex marriage have been discussed. They suggested
anti-discrimination laws for such orientation. As it is legalized in many countries, in India, should it be
considered within the framework of the law?

I RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

To understand know more about the alternative sexuality among men, both methods, quantitative and
qualitative are used. Data is collected from 100 respondents by using non-probability convenience sampling
through a structured questionnaire prepared from the socio-psychological perspective on the M2M relationship.
For this, survey methods in quantitative and grounded theory along with narrative essays are used.

IV ANALYSIS OF DATA
A) Awareness of M2M relationship.

Figure 1.1: Awareness about M2M sexuality

Knowledge about M2M orientation

No mYes
Gay
Straight
0 20 40 60 80 100 120
Straight Bi-sexual Versatile Gay homo-sexual
No 100 11 15 100 11
Yes 100 89 85 100 89

Figure 1.1 shows the awareness among Men regarding the M2M relationship. Almost 100 percent know about
what is ‘being straight’, 89 percent know about what is ‘Being Bi-sexual, 85 percent understand what is ‘being
versatile’, 100 know what is ‘being Gay’ and 89 percent know about homosexuality. Very few know the exact
difference between all of them.

B) M2M relationship is more kind of
Figure 1.2: M2M is more kind of

120
100
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40
20
0
Scoiological Demographic Genetic Pschological
EYes HNo

Figure 1.2 shows, what kind of issue the M2M relationship is. Nealy 79 percent shows that it is a sociological
issue, 57 percent feels that it is related to demographic features, 88 percent feel that it is genetic whereas 85
percent feel that it is more psychological as it is related to emotions, urge, and tendency formed.
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C) Orientation takes place in:

Figure 1.3: Sexual orientation takes place from

Yes no neutral
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PLACES VACATION

Figure 1.3 shows the origin of developing this orientation. As homo-sex is not always a genetic issue but it can
also be developed by coming into a sexual encounter with someone in any place. 52 respondents believe that
hotels are the source of such orientation, 48 respondents mentioned theatre, 87 respondents mentioned spa
centres, 69 percent mentioned the gym, especially through personal contacts, 91 percent mentioned gay cruising
places, and 64 percent mentioned trips and vacations. These all are the places where such orientation may start.
Home cannot be excluded including cases of childhood abuse by elders in family relations

D) Reason/cause of this sexual orientation

Figure 1.4: The reason behind this orientation or relationship
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Figure 1.4 shows why the M2M relationship is formed. Genetics is natural but most of the time, it is formed
due to many factors. Almost 62 percent mentioned that it is done for fun by many men, and 45 percent
mentioned about night ‘Gay parties’ also influence straight. 82 percent agree that abuse in childhood develops
such orientation.89 percent mentioned that watching porn movies and curiosity to experience, such orientation
get developed. 85 percent agreed that train commuting in a rush is also one of the responsible factors for
developing orientation.

A) SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE.

There are many social factors such as locality, level of urbanization, and access to get contact through social media which
increase the chance of developing such orientation among men. Closed groups are formed by people who have the same
sexual orientation. There are different apps used to extend contacts and networks such as Planet Romeo, Grinder, Blued app,
and many more which are attracting the attention of gays, and bi-sexual according to the nature of the group. This helps them
to get into contact and share common feelings and sexual relationships. Some of the respondents were interviewed and they
mention having many contacts through these apps. Even on asking about the orientation of this kind, a few mentioned abuses
within families and from out in childhood which made them be into such relationships.
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B) PSYCHOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE

It was found that after getting into same-sex experience, many of them continued it now as a developed behavior. Some of
them took it more emotionally and also mentioned defined and self-accepted relationships. Almost everyone agreed that once
they experienced this, they started to think about it and search for the same, which made them comfortable defining their
orientation. Even in some cases, they were so close in a relationship that they became possessive of each other.

V) CONCLUSION

In metro and cities, M2M sexuality is on the rise. Though it is not open in many cases, it is sustained as a choice
by men who prefer it. The study revealed the knowledge of this kind of sexuality among men. The reason
behind developing this kind of sexual orientation and the places where they experience this. The study was only
related to gay and bisexual experiences. It did not take into consideration lesbians and transgenders. It showed
the new class of closed group who want to be in a sexual relationship without chasing human rights and special
identity in society.
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ABSTRACT

Sex is one of the main social modules in any society. Gender characteristics as the most essential component of
human life. While most people with behaviour and attitudes appropriate to their physiological gender, but
among them there are also discrepancy between gender assigned to them during birth does not matches with the
gender’s identity. We say to this group transsexual people. Transgender is a term used to describe people whose
gender identity or gender expression is different from the sex assigned at birth (Institute of Medicine 2011).
Individuals with varied sexual orientation and gender identities have factually experienced the major share of
humiliation, bias, discrimination, and ostracism among all the LGTBIQ+ communities in India.
Transgender, intersex, or queer individuals are run down of their basic rights, self-dignity, bodily autonomy,
and healthcare leading to significant negative health status.The aim of this study was to investigate happiness
and mental health in transsexual individuals before surgery and after surgery.

Keywords: Gender, transsexual, discrimination, physiological

INTRODUCTION

Transgender is an umbrella term to describe individuals whose gender identity or gender expression is different
from the sex assigned at birth. Confused identity, stigma, social discrimination, violence, humiliation, lesser or
meagre opportunities in social, economic or political framework and constant fight with system to get social
acceptance leads to significant mental and physical health issues. Studies reveal that compared to general
individuals, transgender individuals suffers from various ailments and becomes victim of mental illnesses,
addiction of substance, and sexual diseases like HIV/AIDS. Due to poor economic conditions and low literacy
rate contributes to major health issues to transgender. Non-acceptance by family, physical violence, preventing
from wearing clothes in accordance with their gender, always advised to behave in a specific way impacts
drastically in adverse way to their self-confidence, self-identity and self-autonomy. Lack of incompetent
healthcare, inhuman and insensitive approach and organizational framework also prohibits transgender to take
medical advice for their disabilities. And unique challenges.

AIM OF THE STUDY
e To measure physical and mental health status of individuals before and after gender affirming surgeries.

e To measure physical and mental health status of individuals on the basis of social determinants.

METHODOLOGY

Studies reveals that transgender people are more vulnerable for mental disorder. Constant humiliation, neglect
from parents and siblings, rejection by society, identity crisis makes them prone for many mental illnesses in
which anxiety and depression is common. But the other kind of disorder are prevalent among transgender are:

e  Multiple Personality Disorder.

e Bipolar disorder.

e Obsessive Compulsive Disorder.
e Schizophrenia.

e Phobia

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

Descriptive statistics were done for all data and were reported in terms of mean values standard deviations and
confidence intervals were calculated. Continuous variables were analyzed with the unpaired, paired t-test and
ANOVA. Categorical variables were analyzed with the one sample z test for proportions, Chi-Square test and
Fisher exact test. Statistical significance was taken as p

RESULTS

Totally 52 transgender were interviewed in this study. The structured questionnaire was designed in English
language which was translated to hindi and Marathi language as per the convience of transgender.Tha snowball
sampling method was used to collect the information and transgender were chosen randomly from all over the
country who have undergone the surgeries. The questionnaire were distributed using social media due to due to

logistical reasons. Consent was taken orally from each transgenders for interview. Major participants belongs to
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Tami Nadu area.The mean age of participants was 23.5 (Table 1). Four patients Three patients had co-morbid
conditions like type heart problems, diabetes mellitus and cancer.. Out of 62 patients, 74.1% were from South
India predominantly from Tamil Nadu and Puducherry, and 25.81% from North India. Our study group, 43
patients are literate (69.35%) and 19 are illiterate (30.65%) (Table 2). Only 31.93% are employed in a socially
respectable position, all others fall under low socio-economic status and their primary modes of income are
begging and participation in sex work (Table 3). There were no major postoperative complications registered.
The most frequently observed complications were wound infection and reactionary bleeding from
neourethroplasty. The scores of all the 4 domains were recorded using WHOQOL-BREF instrument pre-
operatively and one year after the surgery.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The sample comprised 66 individuals (42: before the surgery and 24 after the surgery) in 2016-2017. The
individual who was at the pre-surgery stage had completed the necessary steps at the forensic office and had got
the permits required for this surgery but had undergone no operation. Moreover, a minimum of one year had
passed for the individuals who were at the post-operative stage. Sampling the post-operative individuals was far
more difficult because these individuals do not like to get known and try to end their relationships with their
friends. Informed consent was taken from all participants before the study and the study was approved by the
local university

The method used in this research was quasiexperimental. Statistical Society in the present research comprised
transsexual individuals (FTM and MTF) before and after the surgery inside Iran. The sample comprised 66
individuals (42: before the surgery and 24 after the surgery). The individual who was at the pre-surgery stage
had completed the necessary steps at the forensic office and had got the permits required for this surgery but had
undergone no operation. Moreover, a minimum of one year had passed for the individuals who were at the post-
operative stage. Sampling the post-operative individuals was far more difficult because these individuals do not
like to get known and try to end their relationships with their friends. Snowball sampling was employed and the
transsexual individuals were selected from all over the country due to the limited sample and the sampling was
not limited to any provinces. First, one individual was selected by the researcher and s/he was asked for his/her
friends who were in the same situation. Investigation of the demographic variables indicated that the mean age
of all the transsexual individuals, pre-operative and post-operative individuals were equal to 25.27, 23.76 and
27.92, respectively. No significant between-group difference was observed (t=-2.73, P=.008). The numbers of
pre-operative men and women were 12 and 30, respectively. Whereas, the numbers of post-operative men and
women were 15 and 9, respectively. The educational levels were 5, 9, 4, 21 and 3 for pre-operative individuals
in the junior high school degree, Diploma, AD, BA, MA or Ph.D., respectively. The educational levels were 0,
4, 1, 15 and 4 for post-operative individuals in the junior high school degree, Diploma, AD, BA, MA or Ph.D.,
respectively. The results of Chisquare test showed that there is no significant difference between the educational
levels of these two groups (y2=5.35).

Table 1.1.1 Demographic Factors

S.No Characteristics Surgery No Surgery
1 Age (in Years)
18-35 7 2
35-50 12 8
Above 50 15 6
2 Educational Status
Primary 4 2
High School 12 10
Higher Secondary 14 3
Graduation 5 2
3 Employment Status
Employed 24 34
Unemployed 28 18
4 Income (Monthly)
Below Rs 5000 28 14
5000-10000 15 26
Above 10000 9 12
5 Religion
Hindu | 18 | 18
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Muslim 34 34
Christain Nil
Sikh Nil
6 Sex Assigned at Birth
Male
Female
7 Sexual Orientation
Hetrosexual
Gay/Lesbian
Asexual
Table 1.1.2 Association between Mental Health and Gender Affirm Surgery
S.No Particulars | Before Surgery | After Surgery
1 Substance Usage
Alcohol 32 21
Drugs 8 2
Smoking 12 7
2 Suicidal thoughts in past 2-months
Frequent 41 10
Very Frequent 7 2
Not at all 4 4
3 Treatment of people?
Respectful 2 2
Humiliating 50 39
4 People are scared of your presence?
Yes 44 8
No 7 45
5 Were called by names?
6 Received poor services in public places as compared to others 52 44
7 People doubted their honesty Yes(51) No(44)

RESPONDENTS REPORTING POSTOPERATIVE DISSATISFACTION

Very few respondents reported minor regret. Four respondents reported minor regrets with the outcomes of
vaginoplasty, one shows dissatisfaction with breast augmentation surgery and two were unhappy with
mastectomy and three were dissatisfied with hormonal treatment and two were not satisfied with vocal cord
surgery. The remaining five reported dissatisfaction with other outcomes, both functional (no. 1: no effect of
vocal cord surgery) and aesthetic (nos. 2, 5, 6, and 8). Reporting dissatisfaction and/or regret at follow-up was
associated with less positive feelings about life, y*(2) = 7.47, p = .02, and a higher SCL-90 GSI score at
baseline, r(127) = .24, p = .006, and with reporting complications at follow-up (OR = 6.07, 95% CI: 1.18-
31.38). Awareness of the risks and being sure about medical interventions at baseline were not significantly
associated with dissatisfaction at follow-up, nor were the wishes for obtaining additional medical interventions
at follow-up.

DISCUSSION

Researcher has found that happy and contented transgender have higher level of positive approach towards life
and they want a lead a life like any other individuals. They tries to attain social and occupational goals. A
satisfied and mentally strong individual accepts challenges and responds positively to the stressful situations as
compared to stressful or negative individuals. Happiness has significant and positive relationship with different
aspects of health and a crucial role in the prevention of physical and psychological disorders.

Cost of treatment, comparison with others, non access to education and other facilities, constant humiliation,
lack of support from family members, calling by names, poor guidance and lack of medical support are some
significant psychological distressing factors by which every transgender goes through once in his/her lifetime.
Therefore, transsexual individuals have lower levels of happiness as compared to the normal population.

Our short term study clearly shows there is a significant improvement in the quality of life after Gender
Reassignment surgery in transgenders. However, long term follow up is needed to ascertain the beneficial effect
of the surgery. Hence, gender reassignment surgery has an important role in reducing the distress caused by
gender dysphoria
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ABSTRACT

The world of queer and queer content in any form was a taboo in the Indian academia, until recently. For
instance, although Ismat Chugtai's seminal work, “Lihaaf” or “The Quilt” that challenged homophobia was a
part of required reading in the researcher’s Masters Program in English Literature, students were left to fend
for themselves simply because the educators found it awkward to delineate the curious closure to the short
story, recounted by a nine-year old.

It has been two score years and more after “The Quilt” and fortunately enough, times have changed for the
better. The narrative is broadening because of which gender diversity is not just a part of the curriculum
in higher education; children's literature is also coming up with interesting ways of opening up about gender
diversity and socially relevant themes. This paper is an attempt to explore the world of gender diversity as
depicted in select children's literature in English by Indian authors. It is also an attempt to lend more agency to
gender diversity in children's literature. Shals Mahajan's, Reva and Prisha; Ameya Narvankar's Ritu Weds
Chandni; Ashutosh Pathak's Friends Under the Summer Sun; and Harshala Gupte's The Boy in the Cupboard,
have been considered for the same.

Keywords: genderqueer, children’s literature, inclusiveness, gender diversity

Vicky Greenbaum, in her article, “Literature out of the Closet: Bringing Gay and Lesbian Texts and Subtexts
out in High School English.” discusses the challenge of bringing queer literature to the classroom, in great
detail. Her confession in front of her students; their acceptance of her as a queer instructor and also of their
queer peer comes as a great relief for Greenbaum. This is the premise of this paper; to represent and lend agency
to the closeted queer and the unfavourable aspect of the community life of many, simply because of the taboo
attached to it. This paper also argues the need to consciously bring out such themes in children’s literature for
a world that quashes prevailing stereotypes, is more inclusive and compassionate towards all, despite their
differences.

COMING OUT OF THE CLOSET IN THE BOY IN THE CUPBOARD

For the queer, the “closet” is at times the physical and oftentimes a metaphorical space to escape from the world
out of the fear of being recognized as queer. In the picture book, The Boy in the Cupboard, Harshala Gupte and
Priya Dali paint the picture of a little child, Karan who identifies as a girl. As a result, his cupboard becomes
the only space where he feels safe to be himself. His soft weeping noise makes his mother wonder why he is
hurt. Upon enquiring, Karan “comes out” to his mother by saying that in the cupboard he does “a little” and “a
lot”. “Little”, is when he feels protected from the jeering and heckling of his friends because of his pink bat and
the twirls that he enjoys after taking a wicket; “lot”, is when he gets to drape his mother’s saree, wear marigolds
in his hair to feel like a queen and play with his kitchen set.

Essentially, gender identity is formed by the age three. (Bukatko D 495). In this case, the closeted behavior of
Karan demonstrates that young children understand the stigma attached to commonly understood gender
approved behaviour. Moreover, one of the major traumas they are vulnerable to is to be rejected by their peer
because of the anomaly in their gender approved behaviour. Consequently, Karan has made a safe space out of
his cupboard where he keeps his pink bat; his mother’s saree; his crown of marigold flowers to feel like a
queen; and his kitchen set away from the gaze of the outside world. He does this to escape judgement and
conflict owing to his gender expression. For instance, he explains his awkwardness of being inside the “dark”
cupboard by saying,

“So I keep them all safe here,

Where nothing can break

And nobody can say

Who I am is a mistake.” (Gupte and Dali 8)

Besides, the darkness of the cupboard is more welcoming to him than the “light” of the world because he
reveals,
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“The cupboard is dark at all times, Ma.

No matter the night no matter the day,

The cupboard stays the same,

Even if I’'m away.

I miss the light and I miss my friends,

But it’s far too scary to come out just yet.” (Gupte and Dali 9-10)

However, fortunately for Karan, his parents become the silver lining in his “coming out” story. They offer him
reassurance by saying, “Will you come out if I tell you that boys too can be queens and anyone who says
otherwise is just plain mean?” They appreciate and celebrate him for who he is. Their love conquers his fear
when they say,

“Don’t surround yourself with darkness,

Where love can’t enter

Come out because Ma and Pa love you just the same
With your pink bat and glitter

...You have nothing to fear

12

As long as you are being you

The closing of the book is poignant also because their acceptance is not merely empty talk to save them from
embarrassment. In fact the book ends with pictures that show his mother teaching him to drape a saree and his
father playing with his kitchen set. Harshala Gupte and Priya Dali offer their support also by enlisting online
resources and guides for parents to initiate a conversation with children about their sexuality.

ATYPICAL AND INCLUSIVE FAMILY IN RITU WEDS CHANDNI AND REVA AND PRISHA

Jean M. Baker in his influential work, How Homophobia Hurts Children argues that, “Homosexuality, in and of
itself, is not the problem facing gay children. The problem is the reaction of families and of society. We do not
need to change gay people. We do not need to “cure” them. What we do need to cure is homophobia.” (Baker,
Introduction 14)

All in all, therefore, the first step in accepting a genderqueer begins in the family itself. Children look up to their
family for support and if the family is open minded, accepting and inclusive, its strength can surpass almost all
kinds of social prejudice. Thus, the family is the indispensable unit in the positive development of a nonbinary
person. This positive development, however, must begin in the formative years i.e. in the childhood itself.
Moreover, this family itself must be accepting of any diverse elements like, a single parent, genderqueer,
divorced or many such varied factors. In fact, family diversity is defined as: “...variations along structural or
demographic dimensions (e.g., race/ethnicity, socioeconomic status), as well as in family processes (e.g.,
communication and parenting behaviors)” (Eeden-Moorefield & Demo, 2007).

The traditional concept of a family is one of the major contentions in the queer discourse. In this backdrop, the
landmark judgement led by Justice DY Chandrachud has been quite reassuring for the diverse family as it
challenges the very fundamental hegemony of the parochial institution. It outlines the inadequacy and flaw in
the traditional notion by explicitly asserting, “The predominant understanding of the concept of a “family” both
in the law and in society is that it consists of a single, unchanging unit with a mother and a father (who remain
constant over time) and their children. This assumption ignores both, the many circumstances which may lead
to a change in one’s familial structure, and the fact that many families do not conform to this expectation to
begin with,” It further reiterates the fluidity and flexibility of the changing familial relationships by adding,
“Familial relationships may take the form of domestic, unmarried partnerships or queer relationships.” (www.
tribuneindia.com)

Furthering the cause of liberalism and reform which is the fundamental right of every citizen irrespective of
their gender, the bench brings out the essence of the judgement by declaring what the queer equally deserve,
“These manifestations of love and of families may not be typical but they are as real as their traditional
counterparts. Such atypical manifestations of the family unit are equally deserving not only of protection under
law but also of the benefits available under social welfare legislation”. (www. tribuneindia.com)
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The manifestation of such a diverse family forms the core of both the books, Ritu Weds Chandni, and Reva and
Prisha which depict the role of a family in a same sex relationship. The challenging question about what
constitutes a diverse family is implicit throughout the tale of two women in love wanting to get married in the
picture book, Ritu Weds Chandni. Whereas, Reva and Prisha presents the world of twin sisters who have very
curious questions for their parents who happen to be two women married to each other.

As revealed in both the works, children have an incredibly curious take on extremely mundane and ordinary
things owing to their unbiased worldview. For instance, the little girl, Ayesha, becomes the facilitator in
defining the role of a diverse family in Ritu Weds Chandni. In fact, she is quite excited and looking forward to
her cousin, Ritu didi’s wedding to her friend, Chandni. However, there are only a few members in the family
and neighborhood who are ready to attend the wedding. This makes Ayesha curious because she does not know
why people are against this wedding. Ayesha’s mother clarifies that, “The tradition has always been for the
groom to bring the baraat to his wedding. I’m not sure if everyone would be pleased to see Ritu leading the
procession today.” (Narvankar 6)

The book quells traditional concepts at many levels. For instance, Ritu didi’s wedding is unique in many ways
because of the unconventional manner in which it is arranged. She is the “...first bride in the Kapoor family to
lead her own baraat, and Ayesha couldn't wait to be part of it.” (Narvankar 5)

Ayesha is conscious of the missing family members in the wedding. She wonders where everyone is as, “there
were no familiar faces in the crowd.” “She couldn’t find her cousins Tanya and Rohan, or her Deepak bhaiya
and Tara bhabhi. Even her grandparents weren’t there yet.” (Narvankar 7)

As any curious child Ayesha asks her Chachi about the missing family. Her Chachi hesitatingly answers, “They
are not coming, little one.” “Well, they are not happy to see Ritu marry her girlfriend.” (Narvankar 9)

Kids are free of prejudice. This is why Ayesha cannot see the logic of such a strange notion. She asks, “But
what is wrong with that? Why shouldn’t she marry Chandni didi?”” (Narvankar 9) The final assurance from her
Chachi brings out the elemental essence of the fascinating story. To Ayesha’s momentous question she says,
“There is nothing wrong with them getting married, little one. Nothing at all. It’s just that some people do not
understand their love.” (Narvankar 9)

Clearly, in both the works, the idea that children can have pertinent questions about close-minded societal
norms, offers a ray of hope to the possibility of a bias free world for the queer. Ritu Weds Chandni ends on a
positive note with the couple being able to get over the bumps in their path toward happiness. Ayesha, the child
protagonist, becomes the catalyst in the happy ending to the story when the neighbours hurl abuse and try to
drench the couple with ice cold water, it’s Ayesha who says that she’s here for her didi’s marriage and she’s
“going to dance in her baraat ALL THE WAY!” (Narvankar 23)

The afterword to the book titled, ‘Ayesha the Ally’ offers an interesting dialogue between her and her Ritu didi.
This section in the book offers hope for many kids who may have fundamental questions regarding gender roles
and gender diversity in society. Relevant points related to different kinds of love; what true love means; and
celebrating diversity, are some of the questions answered by her didi. She concludes by saying, “An ally is a
true friend who supports their loved ones. They ask questions when they don't understand their loved ones,
instead of dismissing them. This helps them learn and become a better friend, a better ally,” (Narvankar 32)

The last part of the book contains a note from the creator, Ameya Narvankar. The author discusses the uphill
task of breaching the topic of same sex marriage in his work as it was considered a crime until Section 377 was
decriminalised recently. He sums it up by saying “let us not pass on the fear of ‘log kya kahenge?’ to future
generations. Instead, let us inspire our children to stand up for what is compassionate and just.” (33)

Similarly, Reva and Prisha is a collection of stories with a unique mix of mischievous wit and sagacious insight
at the same time. Viewed through the eyes of twin sisters, Reva and Prisha, everyday mundane things take on
an intriguing yet vibrant hue. Shantanu Duttagupta, the publisher of Reva and Prisha opens with the message,
“Reva and Prisha are like you and me.” thereby quashing the reader’s inhibition, if any, in the opening itself.
The twin sisters are a part of the diverse family with two mothers Runu and Pritam as their parents. Their love
for each other and their kids is an essential element in the collection.

When it comes to the portrayal of the world of the queer and its absence from mainstream literature, Nancy
Garden, the famous queer author of the classic, Annie on my Mind discusses her disdain and utter
disappointment over her childhood memory of not finding the word “love” in the encyclopaedia when she went
to explore the idea of “homosexuality”... “When I was growing up as a young lesbian in the ’50s, I looked in
vain for books about my people,” she said. “There were none for kids, and the few I knew about for adults were
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always out of the library, which I later realized was probably a subtle (maybe backhanded would be a better
word!) form of censorship.” She continued, “I think kids in every minority need to see people like themselves
in books; that’s an acknowledgment of their existence on this planet and in this
society.” (www.publishersweekly.com)

It is in this regard also that Shals Mahajan’s work offers fervent hope for the queer. It is in its true depiction of a
diverse family that is very much like any other. Reva and Prisha’s parents offer every child reader the wealth
of this very essential presence of a queer family filled with the valuable emotion called love, albeit wittily.
There is nothing out of the ordinary in the depiction of this diverse family except the endless array of the twins’
curious questions disposed by their parents with admirable wit and patience. Even as the family juggles with
these questions, Mahajan critiques the traditional notion of the family as a unit in the poem, ‘The Family Song’.
According to Mahajan, the family constitutes a nontraditional, gender-diverse unit not only made up of humans
but also disparate species of nature. They argues that if one has a family that loves and cares then the rest
doesn't really matter:

THE FAMILY SONG

A family's a family no matter how mad!

A family's a family who hugs you when you're sad!

A momma and a dada, an amma and a momma, two dadas and a grandma!

A baba, a mamma, a mausi and a friendma, three babies and a cat, a doggy and a rat.

A parakeet who whistles or an elephant who sneezes.

An older sister grumpy brother younger uncle cranky mother.

Plants in the garden or trees in a pot if you're loved and you're cared for the rest can go rot! (Mahajan 16-17)

Stories from the collection like, “Why Do People Shout?” articulates in a simple yet profound manner, the
reason why people shout. They conclude that maybe people shout because they have no one to listen to them.
Their parents reiterate the need to pay more attention to the people around to help them; also hinting at the need
to be fair and compassionate. “Fish Curry” gives an account of how both their mothers had met. The twins add
their interpretation by adding, “Since there were two of us, we decided we needed two mommas.” (Mahajan 34)
Thus, the story normalises the need for two mothers instead of a traditional family model.

Throughout the entire collection, it is obvious that the parents share the family responsibility equally. They are
available for both the girls whenever they are needed. “What is Food?” is yet another hilarious account that
also hints at how people have defined certain things as edible and otherwise. However, certain things escape
definitions. For instance, they find out that flowers, though considered inedible, can be edible at times. This
story makes the case for the need to be inclusive and transcend the binaries.

“Stripes are Slimming” and “Questions” too deal with the need for a gender neutral, non judgemental, bias free
world by reasserting the idea that people should be allowed to wear what they like, use make-up if they want
and choose their life-partners of their choice. Like one of the parents proposes, “...Which is why I say all this is
rubbish. Clothes don’t make you look anything. Stripes, dots, checks, lines, flowers, it doesn’t really matter as
long as you like it.” (Mahajan 65) Thus, basically reaffirming the perception that people should be free to be
what they want to be without being judged.

One thing that is quite noticeable in this collection is that stories about the queer are not always about their
“queer” lives. Just by being regular stories, they make their presence felt and also make them an essential part
of the society like any other. Moreover, if they posit out of the box questions, they would only encourage free
thought and divergent ideas in the process.

INCLUSIVENESS IN FRIENDS UNDER THE SUMMER SUN BY ASHUTOSH PATHAK

Friends Under the Summer Sun by Ashutosh Pathak is about the trans character who loves to bake. Nimmi, the
little girl meets a Trans baker, Shri who loves to bake. Shri has beautiful long hair and his fingernails are
painted in the colours of summer which Nimmi is enamored by.

Their love for summer and all the wonderful hues of summer bring them together. Nimmi feels that she's about
to miss out the beautiful summer which is on its way out. She's unable to go out to play as her mother has a
newborn to take care of and she needs to help her with her chores.
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Shri quells Nimmi's fear of missing the summer by saying, “The things you love, never go away,” he explained.
“Just close your eyes and remember the smell, the touch, the colors and the taste. That way, summer will
forever stay!” (Pathak 12)

Shri opens the huge window in her living room and lets Nimmi enjoy the view. They bake a cake together that
looks like summer. “A heart shaped cake, covered with golden green icing.

Little blades of green grass were lined evenly along the sides. On top, a bunch of bright lilies and petunias nestl
ed amongst golden brown leaves." (Pathak 15)

Nimmi is curious to know who “Akka” is as the nameboard on the door suggests. This leads to a conversation
every child must hear. She asks, “Shri, who is Akka, the name on your door?” “Me!” smiled Shri. “So are you
a girl or a boy?” asked Nimmi. “Does it matter?” said Shri.

Nimmi thinks about what Shri has asked and replies, “No, not at all.” And held out her hand, “It’s all the same,
as long as I get more cake. Anyway, we are all friends under the summer sun.” Shri shook her hand and
grinned. (Pathak 16) Shri helps her celerbrate her “un-birthday”, again a unique concept for which Nimmi’s
mother had planned a party. Friends Under the Summer Sun ends with the favourable message gender
inclusiveness, that it does not matter if a person is a boy or a girl.

Towards the end of the book there is a letter from the “real Akka”, Pradipta Roy, to all the young readers about
the discrimination she had faced as a young boy who identified as a girl,

“When I was growing up, it was almost impossible to come across a children’s book that had a trans character
in it. Times are changing. As an artist and filmmaker, I have always tried to bring the world of queer folks into
the mainstream, though my work. And I’m thrilled to find that this book tries to do the same. The author has
sensitively portrayed “Akka”, the trans character. And her interactions with Nimmi, the little girl, are both
playful as well as informative for young readers. (Pathak 18)

CONCLUSION

What Farhad J Dadyburjor, the finalist of the 34™ Lambda literary award for queer writers, says about LGBTQ
literature, must be the true objective of queer literature, “empower the reader and bring whatever comfort
possible to someone who might be in the same situation.” To conclude, one can say that the profound power of
literature is in the ability to appreciate the beauty in all things and the cultivation of this aesthetic sense must
include the diversity in all things. The power of Children’s literature, therefore, is absolute in this regard. It can
make the world participate by being more inclusive in all its diversity. To foster the growth of gender diverse
and inclusive children’s literature, the researcher believes what Vicky Greenbaum, the queer teacher says,
“Students, gay and straight will benefit from inclusiveness of all kinds; self-acceptance, acceptance of others,
and a literary intelligence cognizant of the many texts lurking in humankind, are fostered through inclusive
teaching.”(Greenbaum 74) Children’s literature of the queer will therefore pave the way for a more
compassionate world, diverse and free of prejudice.
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HOMOPHOBIA: A SEXUAL DISCRIMINATION IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES

Sadhana Nanik Chhatlani
Department of Commerce, Satish Pradhan Dnyanasadhana College, Thane

ABSTRACT

Homophobic verbal victimizing is the most common form. According to some research homophobic name
calling as well as bullying can lead to deterioration of mental health which causes issues like depression, stress,
anxiety etc. Such bullying can cause complications in our day to day life. Regardless of sexual orientation, a
safe environment should be provided by schools and educational institutes to their pupils. There are many
victims who are narrated by terms such as ‘Faggot”, “Dyke’, ‘Queer’ are used by the bullies. One foremost
reason behind such name calling and bullying is traditional masculinity, which values dominance and
supremacy. All this takes place because of peer pressure. It is evident through research that a gigantic range of
behaviour and attitudes can be influenced by adolescent peers. It is heart wrenching to see how our society has
restricted gender identity on two parameters only (male and female). This gender based societal construct plays
a pessimistic role departing no credence for the LGBTQ community. The unawareness among the greater share
of the society to acknowledge this indifferent community leads to encourage attitude of homophobia and
bullying. Children and teens facade challenges specifically in educational sector because of their deprived
identity from society. This exceedingly affects their emotional and physical well being. They stumble on pretty
hard to open about their sexuality at their workplace, homes, educational institutes, etc. In order to embark
upon homophobic bullying many in schools and educational institutes have been taken necessary measures to
empathize this LGBTQ youth and extend them emotional support.

Keywords: Bullying, Educational institutes, Schools, Colleges.

INTRODUCTION

In 1868 the word 'Homophobia' is was authored by Karl-Maria Kertbeny and was first distributed in an
American obscene magazine named as Screw in the year 1969. He was an understudy pursuing law, alongside
he was a secretary of different government workers. The word has got its initial beginning from Greek and
Latin. The term in a real sense is a cross breed word. How word 'Sexual' has been utilized as a prefix for the
word Homo, the word 'Fear' is likewise utilized which prompts a word called as 'Homophobia'. The word
Homophobia alludes to having outrageous plague and having an inclination for LGBTQA people group. Such
biased gusto and disposition prompts dread, self-loathing, emotional wellness issues to the individuals who
possess a place with the local area.

It is believed that instructive establishments endow with equivalent conduct and secure province for all and
sundry ought to be made notwithstanding their position, race, age and so on. However, on the off opportunity
that we investigate, these instructive organizations are exposed to spots where the homophobia is seen among
the understudies, educators, non-showing staff and so forth. The stereotypes sowed by the general public have
been influencing the society adversely, as it makes a boundary to the individuals who call for reflecting their
genuine character. Understudies who confronted homophobic language in their school and instructive
foundations revealed that they feel less associated and connected with their instructive organizations. They
additionally revealed that they sense that their educators invest reduced amount of resources into them in
examination in comparison to different understudies, which downhill their buoyancy which influences their
scholastic as well as private lives. This regrettable climate is one of the major reasons for the understudies from
the LGBTQA youth scoreless. The strange and monotonous approach of the instructors compels the LGBTQA
youth to give up education.

OBJECTIVES
e To analyse the problems faced by the youths of LGBTQ community

e To suggest ideas of creating including culture in schools and educational institutes for LGBTQ youth

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

1. Valerie A., et al, (2017) aimed to highlight adverse impact of bullying on the mental and physical well being
of LGBTQ youth at various levels and places. This article provided recommendations for pediatricians to
address LGBTQ bullying and LGBTQ sigma. Various efforts to create inclusive and affirming health care
environments for LGBTQ youth in order to put them at ease were suggested so as to develop and implement
lasting changes to all forms of bullying, including bullying against LGBTQ people.
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2. Emalee G., et al, (2008) argued over the relationship between childcare clinicians and investigating agencies.
The paper pivots lens on the negligence and ignorance of reporting childcare abuse especially with regards to
LGBTQ community. It suggests various strategies for developing capable participants who can build up a
strong legal system to abolish child abuse.

3. Malgorzata, W., and Maria M., (2017) aimed to assist secondary school students in investigating issues
such as bullying and peer group exclusion as well as intragroup relations in classroom settings. Additionally, it
was intended to devise practical strategies to discontinue bullying and ascertain peer sustain groups. Results
showed that students can shore up or alter a school's anti bullying policy if they are treated as agents of
alteration and carve up responsibility for bullying prevention.

4. Elizabeth, P., and Melissa, S., (2013) argued at educators' accounts of LGBTQ harassment and how
bullying discourses influenced educators' perceptions of LGBTQ students' needs. The researchers proposed a
new definition of bullying in order to provide a more useful framework for comprehending the social nature of
peer-to-peer aggression and developing interventions to address its cultural roots. Finally, the findings revealed
that bullying must be redefined to take into account the connections between peer targeting and structural
inequalities, and that the majority of peer-to-peer aggression in U.S. public schools was a form of gender
policing.

5. Bryan A (2019), argued that the dominant gender in society has marginalized LGBTQ youth, resulting in a
wide range of mental health issues, including attempts at suicide and self-harm. The researcher proposed
bolstering effects that hide schools' role in creating and maintaining the conditions that lead to bullying. In order
to reduce the prevalence of gender- and sexuality-based bullying in schools, the paper concludes by
emphasizing the necessity of addressing school-based organizational and cultural practices.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
The present research paper has been done with the help of secondary data collected from articles, publications
and websites.

MEASURES TAKEN TO CREATE HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT FOR LGBTQA COMMUNITY

¢ Creating Posters and Safe Signs
This would help the LGBTQA community feel safe and secured not only in educational institutions but also at
common public places.

¢ Building an Internal Community

Encourage students to design a community separately in educational institutes. This will lit the seed of
acceptance among the major gender share of the society for LGBTQA community. This also enables the
LGBTQA community to express their views, hindrances and dissonances they come across.

e Stop ahe Bully

Bullies are those who aren’t educated about the LGBTQA community. They are the once who presume them
humorous, make them feel ashamed of the indifferent identity, embarrass them. Bullies should be educated to
tackle through various seminars, conferences, etc

¢ Taking the Help of the Internet
With the help of social media is has become convenient to establish communication at large distances. Creating
rooms for chatting or groups will lend a hand the LGBTQA community to articulate their views and opinions.

STEPS TO ADDRESS HOMOPHOBIC BULLYING IN EDUCATION INSTITUTES

e Acknowledge the challenges of bullying: It is evident that bullying takes place in educational missions in
various forms such as verbal, vocal, physical, mental, emotional, etc. Bullying is reflective many a times in
those forms which are no immediately visible.

¢ Frame healthy policies to acknowledge homophobic bullying: Anti bullying cells and committees should
be framed within the educational premises ensuring the fast removal of homophobic graffiti.

e Creating healthy social environment: The parents, teachers, caretakers, infact the entire educational
community should extent a supporting hand of acceptance towards the LGBTQA community, not
considering of their indifferent choices and likings. They should make them sense protected and glad.
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e Qutside expertise: Ensure support to the LGBT youth within and outside the educational institutes with the
help of people working in external agencies at local level. Such bodies direct in ways to address
homophobic bullying.

o Reforms to be introduced in curriculum: Teaching must be ensured at all levels in curriculum which
should include homophobic bullying. This will ensure acceptance and appreciation towards diversity in
gender among the major part of the society.

¢ Encouraging role models: Organizing seminars or speeches openly by gay staff, parents, and caretakers
having a successful career from outside the educational institute. For example: Sports stars can be a strong
role model for the students.

CONCLUSION

The major gender of the society should appreciate and respect the LGBTQ community. It is very significant to
realize that they are also equally entitled to enjoy Human rights as males and females do. Educational institutes
shall promote this acceptance among the students from an early age. This will help to convert the society a
better place to live in for this indifferent community. The LGBTQ community should be given the right to be
safe, secure and expressive about their indifferent choice of demands. The stereotype about gender leading to
social construct should be wipped off giving equal opportunities and identity to the LGBTQ youth.
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LGBTQIA+COMMUNITY, HEALTH ISSUES- NON-ACCEPTANCE BY FAMILY, SOCIETY AND
HEALTH CARE CENTERS
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ABSTRACT

This research papers content is LGBTQIA +Community problems such as financial, health issues like acute and
chronic diseases. This is an invisible conflict which is secretly kept under cover. This study describes the
present scenario of these community and focus light on various aspects such as their social status and
family relationships, respect, regard, friendship dignity, love, affection and emotions’.

This research also attempts the important issues of this community as health problemsare also ignored and
denied by the close blood relatives, other family members and neighbors.

All these things are responsible to them feel unsafe, because of harassment, sexual violence. They suffer
by many more diseases. As they get hateful treatment in society experiences or remarks in school, a
college, at working places.

At the health centers, clinics where the treatment of normal people have done by doctors but this community
are restricted to look after their health and treatment is not given to them. This is very ridiculous for mankind.

Keywords: LGBTQIA + Community, ignorance, family, society, financial status, diseases, treatment.

INTRODUCTION

The sustainable development is progressing all over the world in all sectors, for community of all religions,
literate and illiterate, rich and poor people, male and female. But one Community that has over sighted by all
stake holders, rulers, politicians, different organizations, NGO’s and education institutions, that is the
LGBTQIA +Community.

To improve lifestyle, health, safety wellness of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender, queer, intersex, asexual
etc is specific group of people”

This term encompasses the entire spectrum of gender fluidity and sexual identity. The plus signat end of
LGBTQIA+ can include member of other community itself.

This research is study to identify the problems, demands of this community. It also includes the information
of injustice on these people from close relative, society and health service centre.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The LGBTQIA abbreviation is an adaptation of initialism LGB, which began to replace the term gay or lesbian
in reference to the border LGBT community beginning in the middle class family with very low income, having
very poor economic situation, they are not financially sound. It impacts directly on these community health
problems. These community live in normal society where they suffer from hate, torture, beaten to death and
even sometime they have to leave the place.” This study evaluates present situation of this community. The lack
of social support and more harassment *

This is the need of hour to give justice to LGBTQIA +community. Many NGO’s raised the voice,did campaigns
for their rights but government and authorities denied many of the legal and economic privileges for them. The
issues of this community are different in urban and rural areas and they are kept isolated from society.

In last few decades the human right of LGBT community have come into focus resulting into published books,
articles, reports which deals with rights and demands of this community. In 172" report of law commission, the
committee members recommended deletion of section 377of IPC and pleaded that it is harmful to public health
due to the direct impact on life of homosexual. (Law commission of India, 2000).Among all homeless youth 20
% to 40% youth consist of LGBT’s people and the reason behind this is that they are hated by close relatives, it
does 251 negative impact of society towards them and lack of understanding of their sexual orientation (Ray
20006)".
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The Best and Worst Countries
for LGBTQ+ Travelers

The safest and least safe countries for LGBTQ+
travelers according to the Gay Travel Index 2021
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METHODOLOGY

Many more methods are available to study their challenges associated with research with LGBT populations
and theirs issues, demands and their rights. These challenges include accurately defining measuring and
sampling respondents.

While survey or sampling is done it should be ethical and trusted. The classification of people is based upon their
protection rights®.

For Raigad Dist of Maharashtra this survey has been done. In this research survey method of questionnaire
relating to numbers is used- that are how many, how much, where and so on- is most appropriately answered
qualitatively and quantitavely.

The Questionnaire Was-
Name, Date of birth, Education, Religion, Caste, Marital status, Occupation, Service,

home/ Homeless/ In the group, Clinical support from relative /society, Health Issues viz. B.P. Diabetes,
Thyroid, AIDS, Cancers, PCOD f ) Ulcer, Insomnia, Anxiety, Parkinson, Mental disorders, Hernia, Any
otheretc. Numbers of friend, Living in camps/separately, Any other source of income, Total income or salary,
Opinion about government supporting help.

In this survey advocates, NGO’s chairperson and members, health workers are also taken into account to get
the detail information from this community.

FINDINGS / RESULTS

Being a human ourselves we should take initiative to bring this community in mains stream to get all their
rights. As these people have infected by the dieses as — 36% fo LGBTQIA+ community are infected by
Sevier diseases like HIV, AIDS & 28% of having anxiety, insomnia, mental disorder 42% people have fear &
shame of society in the Raigad District of Maharashtra. To the campaign for their rights the awareness
program must be organized by school and colleges and NGO’s. These programs and activities assisted by
government finance. At United Nation Organization (UNO), Central governments and State governments
levels of all countries in the world make the laws, acts, rules and should to protect the fundamental rights of
all LGBTQIA+ Community.

Worldwide all stakeholders should organize awareness program unanimously for the equality and fraternity
and forpliftment of these people. Where violation of the rules is being observed, the action should be taken for
such offence anddiscrimination.
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CONCLUSION

This research is an attempt to enable researchers to solve the problems of LGBTQIA+ Community. We
must commit to create safer communities for everyone. Our vision and goalmust be clear as we are mankind,
to empower these people and help to them understand their potential, their skill in different areas and utilize
it in needful sectors of the nation. Three following things can be achieved from this research that are-

i)

LGBTQIA+ community will live respectfully in the society.

ii) They should to get their rights as a human being.

iii) In every corner of the world a message of love, affection and harmony will spread for this people.
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ABSTRACT

Outside the home, schools are the primary vehicles for educating, socializing, and providing services to all
children. Regardless of their sexual orientation or gender identity, many children suffer social pressures at
school. But for LGBTQ kids, who frequently struggle to understand their identities, lack family and friend
support, and receive negative messaging about LGBTQ people at school and in their community, the experience
can be extremely challenging.

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) students frequently face more obstacles and unfriendly
school environments than their heterosexual peers because educational practices, regulations, and curriculum
frequently give preference to heteronormative norms. The establishment of zero-tolerance policies, LGTBQ-
inclusive curricula, mandatory professional development for teachers, and the creation of safe spaces for
LGTBQ kids within schools are just a few examples of the significant work needed to challenge these
institutions.

Keywords: LGBTQIA+ Community, Educational discrimination, challenges.

INTRODUCTION

We all feel incredibly proud of India's great cultural legacy. Traditions have been changed without losing their
original meaning, and we have welcomed these changes as a reflection of the times. The queer community has
significantly contributed to the development of Indian culture, and as Indians, we should come together to
celebrate this magnificent history, not just because the queer community contributed to it but also because they
deserve the same love and respect as all other groups.

< History
In ancient India, all types of love were accepted and celebrated. This can be observed in Indian religious
scriptures that featured homosexual

In 1977, Shakuntala Devi published the first study of homosexuality in India, called “The World of
Homosexuals”. It called for “full and complete acceptance and not tolerance and sympathy”.

On August 24, 2017, the Supreme Court granted the LGBTQ people in this country the right to freely express
their sexual orientation. The law protecting the right to privacy provided protection for one's sexual orientation.

On November 26th 2019, the Parliament passed the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill. This bill
defined a transperson as someone whose gender doesn’t match the one assigned at birth. It prohibited
discrimination against them in employment, education, healthcare, and other services.

» What is LGBTQ+?
Lesbian: A lesbian means, a woman who is sexually attracted to a woman.

4

)

L)

Gay: A gay means, a man who is sexually attracted to the man.

Bisexual: A bisexual person is someone who is sexually attracted to people of both sexes.

Ll e

Transgender: It is a term used to define people whose gender identity and gender expression, differs from
that usually associated with their birth sex.

5. Queer: Queer is a term used to refer to sexual and gender identities who are neither heterosexual nor
cisgender (opposite of transgender).

The ‘+’ in ‘LGBTQ+’ signifies that the above list is not exhaustive it includes other categories as well like
Pansexual, asexual, Intersex etc.

Even though we may pride ourselves on being an advanced and sophisticated generation, it is heartbreaking
to witness the injustices suffered by members of the LGBTQ Community in various settings. The LGBTQ
community continues to face a number of obstacles that must be overcome.

The main issue is the lack of equality in the educational system.
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¢ Challenges faced by LGBTQIA+ community in education sector

In India, the total population of transgender persons is around 4,87,803 with a literacy rate of 57.06%
according to the 2011 Census. In 2011, there were 54,854 transgender children below the age of six. These
children are now between the ages of 10 and 16 and should currently be in schools.

The pass percentage of transgender persons of class 10 has decreased by 15.79% and those of class 12 has
decreased by 16.66 %. As per CBSE press release 2020.

This prompts a few important questions:
» Why is there a slide in the academic performance of transgender persons?
» Why are they being constantly neglected by our education system?

It is a sad fact that lecturers and professors do not publicly support LGBT students and frequently advise them
to keep their sexuality a secret. As a result, students who follow their teachers' lead tend to avoid LGBT
students. The children are thus frequently targeted by their own classmates or peers for harassment and bullying
at schools and colleges. If the bullying from peers wasn’t enough, teachers too added to this discomfort at
school.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Researcher has reviewed many journals, articles, thesis based on LGBTQIA+ community and their challenges.
Here are some of them.

1. Hoanglan Cardinal (2021)

It takes an approach that encompasses the entire school as well as a commitment to making good changes for
LGBTQ children to be able to attend schools that are secure, welcoming, and free from acts of violence and
harassment. The fact that kids who identify as LGBTQ often face unfriendly and unsupportive environments at
school draws attention to the urgent requirement that educational institutions undergo fundamental change.
Reforming rules on a systemic level using zero-tolerance standards and teaching curricula that are inclusive of
LGBTQ topics encourages acceptance of diversity and does not tolerate harassment or discrimination.
Curriculum that are LGBTQ-inclusive not only enhance knowledge among all students but also validate the
LGBTQ community, which is sometimes ignored or unseen in traditional curricula and encourage inclusivity.
Educators have the chance to acquire the understanding, knowledge, and skills necessary to serve LGBTQ kids
through the participation in required professional development activities.

2. Tiffany Wright, Nancy J Smith, Erin Whitney (2019)

This study aims to obtain an awareness of the atmosphere of LGBT educators so that administrators may apply
best practices related to the adoption of policy, advocacy, and enforcement, specifically relative to the process
of developing an LGBT-inclusive environment in schools. According to the findings of the study, despite the
fact that progress has been made in the time period between 2007 and 2011, LGBT educators continue to face
obstacles that prevent them from being open and honest about their sexual orientation and/or gender identity.
This study highlights the necessity of continuing efforts toward equity and justice within the context of sexual
diversity and points to the importance of doing so. Students will benefit from these improvements just as much
as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer educators would. It is crucial for the wellbeing of LGBT
students, who are less likely to have those supports and a sense of safety outside of school, therefore it is
important that all students feel secure and supported at school. However, it is important that all students feel
safe and supported at school.

3. Priya Menon (2019, Times of India)

As per published articles, Bullying occurs in educational institutions as their lack of awareness among all
towards LGBTQ+ community. There was a survey conducted in Tamil Nadu , which states that among
respondents ( transgenders) 60% are the victims of physical bullying when they were in middle or high school
whereas 43% said that they were sexually harassed while in Primary school.

OBJECTIVES
1. To study history of LGBTQIA+ community.

2. To study challenges faced by LGBTQIA+ community in education sector in India.

3. To resolve concerns of injustice affecting LGBTQIA+ students in universities and schools.
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This research is purely based on secondary data. Information is collected through various news articles, books,
journals, research papers based on LGBTQIA+ community.

Due to lack of availability of statistical data researcher has put figures available through various sources.

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY
Researcher has only focused on challenges faced by LGBTQIA+ community in educational sectors.

As many people of LGBTQIA+ community are not comfortable with sharing view so researcher has done
research based on primary data only.

FINDINGS AND SUGGESTIONS

>

Bullying of transgender persons is a widely prevalent phenomenon across the country. A transgender
man from Bengaluru stated in interviews for the 2019 International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) report,
"It [studying] got hard for me because everyone made fun of me, they didn't sit with me, and they didn't
even touch me as if I had some sickness. Additionally, the teachers occasionally forced me sit alone. I
chose to discontinue attending school since I was having problems at home and at school.

Transgender persons in our country do not have access to education, as is evident from their
socioeconomic circumstances. Survival is their main priority. They continue to view education as
luxury. Children who identify as transgender experience social stigma outside of schools as well as lack
of acceptance as respectable members of society.

These occurrences expose the lack of understanding and compassion in our educational institutions. Our
educational system must take steps to address the real difficulties transgender students in our schools
confront. Our institutions are programmed to only classify people into the heterosexual binary of male
and female, just as our brains.

From our school uniforms to seating arrangements, from the school assembly to the washrooms, this
binary expression does not acknowledge the existence of transgender persons. This impacts their mental
health to a great extent and results in high school dropout rates.

Making schools and other educational institutions "trans friendly" is therefore urgently needed.

D3

*

Suggestions to make “Trans friendly” environment at school/colleges.

Making small changes around inclusive language can have a huge impact on either making people feel accepted
and/or feeling excluded.

HERE ARE MY SUGGESTIONS

>

A\

Say, "Good morning everyone," rather than addressing your workers or pupils as "Ladies and Gentlemen,
Boys and Girls." This allows you to accommodate various genders and identities without making any
generalizations about people. Stop organizing students into boys’ teams and girls’ teams, find different
ways.

Stop dividing up the students into teams for guys and teams for girls; discover alternative methods.
Give teachers a choice to wear LGBT badges/pins or have LGBT lanyards

Display the Pride flag inside and outside your school. There are many flags here that represent the LGBT+
community.

Displays. Show your visitors that you celebrate inclusion and diversity. Have displays celebrating LGBT
stories and issues.

Your curriculum should be well planned and deliberately tailored to minority groups and should not be left
to chance.

Children’s story books should include and promote different family dynamics, including same sex couples,
single parents, foster parents, disabled children and parents, families of colour, families of different
religions.

Researcher thinks that educating yourself, keeping an open mind, and being okay with being challenged are
the greatest ways to learn more about the LGBT community.
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CONCLUSION

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) students frequently face more obstacles and unfriendly
school environments than their heterosexual peers because educational practices, regulations, and curriculum
frequently give preference to heteronormative norms.

As we said we say we are the citizens of Undivided Nation: India, so accordingly we should all not discriminate
them at any field. They have all rights to survive as an independent person just like all.

Education is primary right of any individual. So, students of LGBTQIA+ community should be encouraged and
feel free to take an education at any institute. For that we all should have friendly, open-minded schools,
colleges, teachers, peer members who wont judge them at any ground.

Let’s Be United on the grounds that “Every child yearns to learn”.
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ABSTRACT

Our society is in the process of accepting and accommodating LGBTQIA+ members but the pace of acceptance
is very slow. This slow acceptance of transgender members in mainstream society could be due to several
influencing factors. Before making any extravagant claims or assumptions, an attempt is made to understand
and evaluate the perception of youth towards members of these communities. In India, youths constitute a major
chunk of the population and they are considered agents of social change.

The researchers attempt to evaluate the understanding of college youths towards gender and sexuality in
general and their perceptions towards the LGBTQIA+ community, in particular, using the survey method. The
sample population taken is the students from our college campus. The data is collected through a random
sampling method. It is analysed through a questionnaire survey and percentage-based method and presented
through a pie chart.

Keywords: Students, perception, LGBTQIA+

METHOD

This study is empirical in nature. The empirical data collected from students are analyzed. To attain the
objectives and for getting first-hand information on students’ perceptions regarding LGBTQIA+ community
members, researchers have used a questionnaire/survey form. For the present study, a convenience or volunteer
sampling technique was used. The sample was collected from 165 students. The researchers have prepared the
google survey form in English and Marathi and circulated it among the students through WhatsApp groups for
seeking responses. It was decided to have the data of at least 100 students irrespective of their disciplines and
gender. The respondent students were from the following streams namely:

1. Students of conventional courses SYBSC, SYBCOM & SYBA
2. Students from Self Finance Courses

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY
The current study does not cover a comparative analysis of the responses in terms of gender or terms of streams.

INTRODUCTION

For transgender persons, their gender identity is not in congruence with their sex assigned at birth. In official
records and documents, they are categorised as Third Gender. Generally, they are regarded as transgenders. The
concept of LGBTQIA+ is wider and inclusive of all possibly known shades of queer population. As society is in
the process of accepting and accommodating LGBTQI+ members, the pace of acceptance is very slow.

Despite several legislations being formulated towards the protection of human and constitutional rights of the
LGBTQI+ community, they are victimized and suffer from several forms of discrimination and social stigma.
Social stigma, unwelcome gestures from fellow humans, non-acceptance in society as failing to the conformity
standards, and denial of opportunities are worrisome situations for these community members even today. To
overcome barriers, and get accepted as humans, there is a constant negotiation they have to undergo. The
current research paper focuses on the need to understand perceptions of today’s youth as they are the harbingers
of change in society. Studying and understanding the perceptions of some 150+ students may not be conclusive
for setting up the generalization but certainly, it will be a small gesture to create awareness intending that may
result in a large leap towards equality and acceptance of the queer/transgender/LGBTQIA+ population or may
be suggestive of conscientization of youth.

The term ‘LGBTQIA+’ is used to denote the following sects of people:

1. Lesbian: A lesbian means, a woman who is sexually attracted to a woman.

2. Gay: A gay means, a man who is sexually attracted to another man.

3. Bisexual: A bisexual person is someone who is sexually attracted to people of both sexes.
4

Transgender: It is a term used to define people whose gender identity and gender expression, differs from
that usually associated with their birth sex.
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5. Queer: Queer is a term used to refer to sexual and gender identities that are neither heterosexual nor
cisgender (opposite of transgender). The term ‘Queer’ in itself is a community as they generally go for
using pronouns instead of being restricted to, He, She etc.

The ‘+’ in ‘LGBTQ+’ signifies that the above list is not exhaustive as it includes other categories as well like
Pansexual, asexual, Intersex etc.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Fosch et al (2021), In this study, explained how gender is inferred in social media sites like Twitter and others.
The basic assumption the general public carries is that gender is physiologically rooted, but this assumption
proves harmful to people who are non-binary and cannot be accurately classified.

Shally Dabra, and Vineeta Prasad (2021). “A Gap Analysis of the Perception of College Teachers and Students
towards the LGBT Community”. The study explains the approach of college teachers and students towards the
LGBT community. This study examines the perception of teachers and students towards the issue. The teachers
are considered trendsetters and responsible for the inculcation of values and virtues among students. The
teachers’ perception has been compared to the perception of the young students to explore the gap. The study
shows a positive attitude of college students and teachers towards the LGBT community.

Data on public opinion from 2006 shows that 41 per cent of Indians would not want a homosexual neighbour,
and 64 per cent believe that homosexuality is never justified. Negative attitudes have diminished over time,
however. Second, the effects of stigma and exclusion are potentially costly to economies loss of labour
productivity and output because of employment discrimination and the loss of life years due to early death or
disability will reduce the economic output of the Indian economy.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Objectives
1. To understand the perceptions of youth towards LGBTQIA+ communities

2. To understand the perceptions of youth towards gender and sexuality

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

What do you understand 35 Gend

ender Isa SD%EII‘l construct
on the basis of gender roles,
expressions, norms and
identity.

m Gender is division of man and
women

Gender is same as Sex

All of the above

Pie-chart-1

Interpretation

Out of 165 respondents, more than 48 respondents opted for option a) which is indicative of Gender as a social
construct. 30% of the students on our campus at least are aware that this is neither a natural category nor
assigned at the time of birth. But socio-cultural conventional norms of society feed such fixes to us.

The perception for opting that Gender and Sex is the same is not sizeable. So, the myths and misconceptions
regarding interchangeable words and interchangeable roles are slowly disappearing. The population whom we
approached was not trained in sociology discipline except for very few respondents.
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Full form of LGBTQIA+

[ ] Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Third Gender, Queer,
Intersex, Asexual

M Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Questioning,
Intersex, Asexual

[ ] Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer,
Intersex, Asexual.

All of the above.

Pie-chart-2

Interpretation
More respondents opted for option b) which states that LGBTQIA+ includes lesbian, gay, questioning...

Queer was the expected response but majorly it was chosen as questioning respondents’ choice may be guided
respondents: they may not be aware of the meaning of the word Queer as it is not so common in public
discourses; it appears in feminist discourses but as general respondents, they may not be aware of the shades of
meaning it carries. Secondly, breaking the binary perceptions of society and questioning the non-vision-
visibility gender is what is being done by human rights activists and also the groups and persons working for
protecting and ensuring transgender rights.

At the outset, observations go like this: the students’ community may be sensitized to a certain extent towards a
better understanding of accepting and integrating the concept that Sex and Gender are two distinct categories,
but the terms used in these specialized discourses are yet to reach the public consciousness.

Who is a lesbian?

B A woman is sexually
attracted to women.
® Homosexual

# A female Homosexual

All of the above

Pie-chart-3

In the case of responses recorded to questions No. 3 who is Lesbian? and 4 who is a transgender, More than
110 respondents out of 165 opted for the right response that a Lesbian is a female who is sexually attracted
towards another female. This understanding of the students may have been shaped by popular culture and the
films screened on OTT. Depiction of lesbians or gays on daily soaps is rare, at least on Indian TV but OTT
platforms are providing exposure to such unconventional constructs like homosexual relations and how
marriages between gay couples and lesbian couples are deprived of social sanctions initially but eventually are
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accepted. In the late 20" century, the world of cinema was shaken by films by Deepa Mehta like Fire, and
Water. (Water is not about homosexuality) ( hey, these films are not so old, certainly not late 19" century! At
least, the society noted the presence of people who have different sexual orientations; though not accepting and
accommodating them easily.

Who is transgender?

W Transgender is a person who is born
with different body parts than men

and women
4 12.8,13%
i M Transgender is a person who does not
.' identify themselves with the gender
1 17.75,18% 42.6,42% assigned at birth

B ATransgender is a person whois an
intersex person.

26.85,27% All of the above

Pie-chart-4

In the case of responses recorded to question 4 who is transgender, more than 40% of respondents in the survey
have chosen for option a) which states that a transgender is a person whose organs are different from those of
normal men and women. In the case of option b) the respondents are more or less in the same percentage in the
English and Marathi versions.

What is hetrosexugl?

A'maleisin a relationship
with a female.

m A person who identifies as a
man s in a relationship with
a person who identifies as a
woman.

B AManisin a relationship
with another man.

All of the above

Pie-chart-5

In the case of question 5 What is heterosexual? more than 45% of respondents have opted for a) that states it is a
relationship between a man and woman which has the basis of love. Researchers have marked option b) as a
more suitable response but 46% and more have chosen that response.

Understanding and observation go like this: almost all familial relations are projected to be woven around love
and respect between man and woman. It is a belief that we nurture through our social interactions and all
cultural norms also. Reality differs: there are thousands of cases of wife beating, and abuse and psychological,
physical harassment so we have to recommend for Act to prevent domestic violence towards women in the
family.
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Another angle to the story may be the language used to describe the option states that “a person who identifies
himself as a man is in ...”. it triggers the point that the generic terms of men and women are so underrated and
ingrained in our thinking as if by default. So, someone describing/ declaring himself or herself as a man or a
woman is not to be comprehended at all. Hence, popular terms of man and woman are never questioned or even
doubted. That they are believed to be self-sufficient and not determined by context is what is ingrained in the
popular psyche.

Who is homosexual?

M Attraction between two
people who are of the same
sex

M A sexual relation between
two men

M A sexual relation between
two women

A relationship between two
individuals having different
sex identity

Pie-chart-6

Interpretation

Respondents in both Marathi and English versions have opted majorly for the most suitable option that which is
an attraction between two people of the same sex. More than 140 respondents opted for the above-mentioned
choice. In a way, such responses indicate that understanding is slowly emerging and there is a familiarity with
the term and its usage.

What are gender roles?

B Gender roles are division
of work on the basis of
gender identity.

B Gender roles are culture
roles

W Gender roles are duties
and responsibilities given
by society.

All of the above

Pie-chart-7

Interpretation

More than 45% of respondents have opted for option a) that gender role is a division of work based on gender
identity. Researchers have marked d) which is all-inclusive as the most suitable answer but public
consciousness is still governed by stereotypical images and gender-assigned work and gender-aligned roles.
Gender is a socio-cultural construct is what is chosen for question 1. But when it comes to mapping the
behaviour patterns and dictates, we are still governed by gender-driven expectations that men are to be the
breadwinners and women are to be the homemakers.
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What are gender norms?

B Gender norms are behavior
or attribute of the society
towards particular gender

M Gender norms are
expressions on gender
identity.

M Sexual orientation refers to
homosexuality.

All of the above

Pie-chart-8

Interpretation

The survey interprets the majority of the respondent around 42% opted for option a) Gender norms are
behaviour or attribute of the society towards a particular gender. The way society expects gender to behave with
certain rules.

What is gender identity?

M One’s biological sex

M Self-determination of one’s
gender identity

m The set of expected
behaviour for males and for
females

Pie-char-9

Interpretation

Almost 25% + of respondents opted for option a) that Sex is a natural/biological identity followed by option b)
with 22% that gender identity is one’s self-determination. So gender stereotyping as a superimposition of
biological identity may not be known but that sex is to be identified with the body is the accepted response
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How should you treat transgender?

M As a human being
B As supernatural being
¥ As an inferior being

Aliens

Pie-chart-10

Interpretation

More than 20% of the respondents opted for treating transgender as human beings with equal respect and
dignity. Hence it is very important to shape young minds about the transgender community and their socio-
economic problem. Very few respondents think that they are to be treated as lesser human beings. 15% of the
respondents have opined that they are to be treated as supernatural beings. The responses treating them as
supernatural may be influenced by a general belief of treating them as having some “ansha’ or a divine element
in them. There are communities within this community who are especially invited to some religious
celebrations, or cultural events like marriage and birth ceremonies. They are adored and worshipped on such
occasions and are especially invited. In an open dialogue with some transgender members during a conference,
Maya Avasthi spoke about the myths and misconceptions regarding this. She stated that we are as humans as
you and not with any supernatural or divine powers. So, do not treat us as divine or special beings but treat and
look at us as natural humans with diverse gender.

Do you think LGBTQ is a disease?

HENo

Hyes

Pie-chart-11

Interpretation

Over 85% of the respondents stated that LGBTQA+ is not a disease. So, hopefully, that stigma and
discrimination will be uprooted from the minds of people and will pave a way for accepting members of diverse
genders.
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Do LGBTQ + people have the right to
be in a relationship?

Myes
B No

May be

Pie-chart-12

Discussion: When respondents were asked to record their responses to a question if LGBTQIA+ people
have a right to be in a relationship, 60%+ stated their response as yes. Respondents were also asked to
justify their answers. For discussion presenting here the responses which throw light on the deep and
positive thought process of respondents.

REASON INTERPRETATION

The majority of 60+ of the respondent was of the view that it is an individual right to be in a relationship
according to their preference of sex. These responses not only indicate hopefulness but also go beyond just
treating and looking at them as par with their existence. It is natural to connect relationships with the same
or opposite gender. There is no medical problem with such emotions. 10% of the respondent were of the
view that transgender should not be in a relationship since it’s unnatural and get emotionally cheated and
harassed by the same sex.

DISCUSSION

The nomenclature with which transgender community members are identified has numerous shades of the task
they perform. Sometimes transgenders are identified as Hijras. The life situations are hard for them. Most of
the times they are poverty stricken and excluded from employment and education. They suffer from stigma and
exclusion in India. The stigma and exclusion cost economic development. Discrimination brings constraints on
the availability of labour. Their sexuality and gender need not provide others with an opportunity to exploit
them and become victims of violence and harassment.

In the year 2014, transgender persons are recognized as the third gender by Supreme Court of India. The
judgement brought new hope, but still the change in the society is awaited.

By 2014 like us, our neighbouring countries Napal, Bangladesh also officially recognized third gender people as
citizens deserving of equal rights. The Supreme Court of India stated, “it is the right of every human being to
choose their gender,” and that recognition of the group, “is not a social or medical issue, but a human rights
issue.”.

The analysis of the survey results demonstrates that overall, the negative responses towards transgenders are
decreasing. But the question still remains, whether people will welcome them as neighbours, colleagues, or
schoolmates sitting on the same bench and sharing tiffin? Overriding the prescribed gender and sexual
identities, will these youth accept them with ease and confidence?

CONCLUSION

The researchers acknowledge the long struggle of the LGBTQ community for basic fundamental rights and the
government schemes to empower the LGBTQ community socio-economically. Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ) rights in India have evolved in recent years. They constitute 14% of our
population, and because of their exclusion the labour force also suffers and economic loss as a country also
becomes inevitable.
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However, LGBTQ citizens still face certain social and legal difficulties compared to those who do not belong to
that community. The duty of the general public is to welcome the decision of the court with open arms.
Previously Indian Census never recognized them as third gender and collected the census data for them as
transgenders. According to 2011 census data on transgender based on socioeconomic aspect, the overall
population of the transgender community is 4.88 lakhs, and the highest population of transgender in India is in
U.P followed by Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Bihar. In the National Legal Services Authority, Union of
India case (2014), the Supreme Court declared transgender people to be a 'third gender'. It also proclaimed that
the fundamental rights granted under the Constitution of India will be equally applicable to all three genders.

Though the trends of acceptance and accommodation are seen in the analysis of data, there has to be conscious
efforts to be made towards equality of all genders. People with diverse identities are humans and they are to be
accepted and respected equally, this message should reach all. For rebuilding the lives of non-normative
genders, training and skills are to be imparted. They have an equal right to access public spaces and to become a
part of mainstream life. They are marginalized and care has to be taken that they will not get further
marginalized due to digitalization and technological neutrality. We should work towards affirming the rights of
the LGBTQIA+ community and create an enabling environment. Their lives are to be made visible. For the
same, law-making bodies and authorities have already taken up the task, but being members of educational
institutions, we are the torchbearers and should help them in mapping their world and joining their world with
ours.

However, third gender community is hopeful. As Supreme Court has directed the governments to provide
education and employment opportunities to all third gender members. They directed the government to open
education and job opportunities to all third gender groups.

SUGGESTIONS

1. The queer/LGBTQIA+ population being part of human groups, awareness programmes and educative
programmes need to be promoted to increase the degree of acceptance among the students and all the
stakeholders on the campus. This will help in changing the perceptions positively towards non-normative
genders.

2. Curriculum content is to be made gender-neutral.

3. Learning spaces are to be created in schools, colleges and universities for non-normative genders as their
narratives reveal the fact that they leave the house in the early years of their life and become school
dropouts.
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INTRODUCTION TO LGBTQIA + COMMUNITY

The LGBT community (also known as LGBTQIA + community, GLBT community, the gay community, or
queer community) is a loosely defined grouping of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersexual
and asexual individuals united by a common culture and social movements. These communities generally
celebrate pride, diversity, individuality, and sexuality. LGBTQ activists and sociologist see LGBT community-
building as a balance between heterosexism, homophobia, biphobia, transphobia, sexualism, and
conformist pressure that exist in a larger society. The LGBT is diverse in the political association. Groups
that may be considered part of the LGBT community include gay villages, LGBT rights organization, LGBT
employee group at companies, students’ group in schools and university, and LGBT affirming religious group.
These communities may organize themselves into or support, movements for civil rights in various places
around the world.

PERCEPTION ON LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY

The condition of sexual disorientation behavior is a condition that develops from various and interrelated
factors. This behavior is not the result of a single major factor, its formation occurs throughout the individual
life span instead. LGBT individuals may experience social stigma in their day-to-day life. Prejudice and
explicitly stigmatizing behavior of other people may increase LGBTQ individuals fear regarding
discrimination. LGBTQ people can be negatively influenced by sexual stigma not only through the behavioral
aspects, such as homophobic harassment and discrimination, but also through attitudinal aspects. For LGBTQ
people, perceived homonegative attitude in social environment cause ill effect on mental health and make them
doubt social justice.

PARENTAL ATTITUDES OF GENDER EXPANSIVENESS SCALE FOR YOUTH (PAGES-Y)

Parental support includes providing emotional support, ensuring safety and validating personal experiences,
positively impact adolescent development and may counteract the deleterious effects of adverse childhood.
Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer/questioning (LGBTQ) adolescent are particularly vulnerable to
discrimination and victimization on account of their sexuality, gender identity, or gender expression. These
adverse experiences have been linked to increased odds of psychopathology, suicidality, substances use,
homelessness, and sexual risk behavior. LGBTQ adolescents who perceive their parents to be supportive of
their sexual or gender identities report better psychosocial health and health behavior outcomes than LGBTQ
adolescents without supportive parents.

When they experience parental rejection or insufficient support gender-expansive youth are likely to face
economic and societal marginalization, incarceration, and physical abuse, leaving them at significantly higher
risk for drug abuse, violence, HIV acquisition, other sexually transmitted infections, and homelessness as the
age 15-18.

Degree of parental acceptance and rejection exist along two separate spectra and can, therefore both be
expressed by a parent. For example, a parent may be somewhat accepting of their child’s disclosure of
transgender identity but prohibit (or not fully support) their child from initiating a social gender transition.
Parental rejection may result from a parent’s doubts about validity of their child’s self-identified gender or due
to deficits in parenting ability or capacities.

OBJECTIVE:
To study perceived attitude of LGBTQ community using Parental Attitude Gender Expansiveness Scale for
Youth (PAGES-Y)

HYPOTHESIS:
HO: There is no significant difference in the perspective of parental attitude among the youth of LGBTQIA
community

H1: There is a significant difference in the perspective of parental attitude among the youth of LGBTQIA
community.
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REVIEW OF LITERATURE
SRNO | TITLE OF RESEARCH AND SUMMARY KEYWORDS
ITS AUTHOR
1. Perceived parental attitude of Briefly provides the factor Transgender, parental

gender expansiveness
development and preliminary
factor structure of a self report
youth questionnaire

Author: Marco a. Hidalgo,
Diane Chen, Robert Garofalo
and Catherine Forbes

structure, reliability and
validity of the parental attitudes
of gender expansiveness scale
for youth (PAGES_Y)

support, factor analysis,
adolescents, measure
development

Disclosure And Mental Health

Author: Mckay, Timothy R.,
Watson.

2. Parent’s perspectives on the This paper provides a Gender and sexuality
inclusion of gender and s (Ritch descriptive overview of diversity, Australian
O) (Ritch C) (Arthur E, 2017) parents’ ideas about the schools, parents,
(Mckay, 2019)exuality diversity | purpose of relationships and relationship and sexual
in k-12 schooling: results from sexual health education. health, education,
an Australian national study curriculum, quality
education
Author: Jacqueline Ullman,
Tania Ferfolja and Lucy Hobby
3. Parental influences on the self- Perspective in predicting the The population of lesbians
esteem of gay and lesbian degree to which parental and gays, parental
youths attitudes as perceived by youth attitudes, sexual abuse
Author: Ritch C, Savin
Williams
4, Perception Of Support Among To capture and compare the Transgender
Transgender And Gender perspectives of Parents and Gender-Expansive Youth
Expansive Adolescents And Gender Expansive Adolescents Parental Support
Their Parents during pivotal moments of Parental Adjustment
Gender Identity Development Adolescent Perception
Author: Arthur E, Hale M.S,
Solana.
5. Gender Expansive Youth Findings suggest a need to Health Care Providers,

better prepare health
professionals to understand not
all gender expansive youth may
feel comfortable disclosing
their gender identities in
medical contexts.

Symptoms Of Depression,
Protective Factors For
Negative Health.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Primary Data Sources: - Questionnaire devised for youth to understand the factors that create perception
towards LGBTQ Community.

SPSS Software used: - Cronbach Alpha, Factor Analysis.

Standard Attitude
(PAGESY)

Secondary Data Sources: - Research papers, Journals, Reports, webliography links

Questionnaire: -  Parental Gender Expansiveness Scale for Youth

Sampling: - Purposive Sampling Method
Sample: - 82 respondents

DATA VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY
Testing of reliability of data of all 12 factors under study facilitating perspective of parental attitude among the
youth of LGBTQIA community.
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Reliability Statistics

Cronbach's Alpha | Cronbach's Alpha Based onStandardized Items | N of Items

745 154 14
Item Statistics
Mean | Standard Deviation | N
My parent(s) are proud of me 4.28 730 82
My parent(s) are ashamed of me 4.64 .630 82
My parent(s) try to hide me 4.56 .624 82
I can be myself around my parent(s) 4.38 785 82
My parent(s) advocate for my rights as a gender-expansive or 4.26 816 82
exclusive child
My parent(s) protect me and defend me against others prejudice 4.25 791 82
against gender-expansive/trans* people
My parent(s) have problems with my gender expression 4.04 872 82
My parent(s) use rewards or treats to pressure me to live as my sex | 4.51 124 82
assigned at birth
I can talk to my parent(s) about romantic relationships and dating 4.48 .685 82
My parent(s) worry about how my gender identity will affect our 4.27 .826 82
family’s image if its different from normal
My parent(s) probably believe that I am supporting gender- 4.21 51 82
expansive/trans* because of something they did wrong
My parent(s) are worried that my gender identity if different is a bad | 4.21 166 82
influence on other kids in my family

Cronbach's alpha is the common measure of internal consistency ("reliability") as Cronbach's alpha is 0.745,
which indicates a good level of internal consistency in the variable of study to understand various facilitating

perspectives of parental attitude among the youth of the LGBTQIA commu
DATA INTERPRETATION AND DATA ANALYSIS

nity.

Age*

82 responses

® 1820

® 2125
26-28

® 28+

59 respondents belong to the age group 18-20

17 respondents belong to the age group 21-25

6 respondents belong to the age group 26-28

Majority of the respondents includes early adults (18 to 20 years)
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Gender*

82 responses
® Male
@ Female

Other
46 respondents are female, 36 respondents are male

Highest level of education

80 responses
@ Graduation
@ Post-Graduation
» PhD
@ Others

56 respondents are graduates, 7 respondents are post-graduates, 2 respondents have done PhD, 15 respondents
are from others

Occupation

82 responses

® Student
@ Working professional

70 respondents are students, 12 respondents are working professionals
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Do you think parents and families have a critical role to play in affecting the self esteem, mental
health, and overall well-being of youth in expressing thoughts and opinion?

82 responses

@ Highly important

@ Moderate important
Low important

@ Not important

A maximum number of respondents choose that parents to play an important role in Affecting their mental
health and self-esteem.

Do you feel as a youth that you are free to express your opinion and thoughts and be yourselves at
home?

82 responses

® Yes
® No

Maximum respondents feel that they are not free to express their opinion in their home

What are the reaction of your parents or family members about support for the LGBTQ+
community?

82 responses

@ Highly positive
@ Positive
Neutral(no comments)
@ Negative
@ Highly negative

Maximum number of respondents has no comments on the support of LGBTQ community. But 13 respondents
have highly negative support because of their gender identity and 16 respondents has positive support.
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Do you think your parent or family are open about your opinion or thoughts about LGBTQ=?

82 responses

@ Highly supportive
@ Neutral
Highly not supportive

Maximum respondents have no comments about their opinion and thoughts about LGBTQ community.

Do you think youth-serving professionals, teachers and administrators have a responsibility to
ensure the safety and well being of youth and create gender-inclusive learning enviornment ?

82 responses

@ Highly important

@ Moderate important
Low important

@ Not at all important

Maximum respondents feels that youth-serving professional, teachers and administrators has an responsibility
towards the gender inclusive learning environment.

FACTOR ANALYSIS
Factor analysis (FA) attempts to identify the variables, of factors that facilitate the perspectives of parental
attitude among the youth of the LGBTQIA community.

KMO and Bartlett's Test
Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy. 626
Bartlett's Test of Sphericity Approx. Chi-Square 977.317
df 135
Sig. .000

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy value is greater than 0.5 so it indicates the sample is
adequate for factor analysis.

Since the significant value is less than 0.05 it indicates that the factor analysis the is correct technique for
reducing the large no of attributes into a small no of factor components. As the
p-value is less than 0.05, we can reject the null hypothesis and accept the alternative hypothesis.

H1: There is a significant relationship between factors that facilitate the perspectives of parental attitude among
the youth of the LGBTQIA community.
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Total Variance Explained
Extraction Sums of Squared Rotation Sums of Squared
Initial Eigenvalues Loadings Loadings
Componen % of Cumulative % of Cumulative % of Cumulative
t Total [ Variance %o Total | Variance %o Total [ Variance Yo
1 3.935| 35353 39353 3.8935 [ 39353 39353 3.915| 35188 35188
2 2.687| 26.867 66.219 2.687 | 26.867 66.219 2703 27.032 66.219
3 1.583 | 15.934 82.154
4 12,45 12.453 83.345
5 9.67 9667 85678
& 8.45 8452 87654
7 695 6951 85104
3 593 5.928 95032
9 4594 4.9338 96344
10 323 3.231 96.455
11 255 2.546 97.577
12 117 1.166 98.744
Extraction Method: Principal Component Analvsis.
7
6
w5
2
E 4
3
w 2
1
0 & &
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Component Number

The Scree plot graphs the eigenvalue against the factor number. The elbow of the graph where the eigenvalues
seem to level off is found and factors or components to the left of this point should be retained as significant.

Rotated Component Matrix”
Component
1 2
My parent(s) are proud of me 971 | 110
My parent(s) are ashamed of me -.031 | 721
My parent(s) try to hide me - 115 | 811
I can be myself around my parent(s) 956 | .223
My parent(s) advocate for my rights as a gender-expansive or .820 | -.021
exclusive child
My parent(s) protect me and defend me against others’ prejudice | -.233 | .799
against gender-expansive/trans* people
My parent(s) have problems with my gender expression 13 | -.037
My parent(s) use rewards or treats to pressure me to live as my 843 | -.024
sex assigned at birth
I can talk to my parent(s) about romantic relationships and dating | .975 | .114
My parent(s) worry about how my gender identity will affect our | .752 | -.029
family’s image if its different from normal
My parent(s) probably believe that I am supporting gender- -123 | 721
expansive/trans* because of something they did wrong
My parent(s) are worried that my gender identity if differentisa | .843 | -.024
bad influence on other kids in my family
Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.
Rotation Method: Varimax with Kaiser Normalization.
a. Rotation converged in 3 iterations.
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Component 1 (Most Significant Factors)
e My parent(s) are proud of me

e I can be myself around my parent(s)

e My parent(s) advocate for my rights as a gender-expansive or exclusive child

e My parent(s) have problems with my gender expression

e My parent(s) use rewards or treats to pressure me to live as my sex assigned at birth

e [ can talk to my parent(s) about romantic relationships and dating

e My parent(s) worry about how my gender identity will affect our family’s image if its different from normal
e My parent(s) are worried that my gender identity if different is a bad influence on other kids in my family

Component I1
e My parent(s) are ashamed of me

e My parent(s) try to hide me
e My parent(s) protect me and defend me against others’ prejudice against gender-expansive/trans* people

e My parent(s) probably believe that I am supporting gender-expansive/trans* because of something they did
wrong

According to factor analysis, it can be derived that parental attitude towards LGBTQ community mostly reflects
the following

e My parent(s) are proud of me

e I can be myself around my parent(s)

e My parent(s) advocate for my rights as a gender-expansive or exclusive child

e My parent(s) have problems with my gender expression

e My parent(s) use rewards or treats to pressure me to live as my sex assigned at birth

e I can talk to my parent(s) about romantic relationships and dating

e My parent(s) worry about how my gender identity will affect our family’s image if its different from normal

e My parent(s) are worried that my gender identity if different is a bad influence on other kids in my family

CONCLUSION

The above method helps us to evaluate that they are some amounts of acceptance among parents in terms of
youth opinion about gender expansiveness, but they have still to embrace the fact of LGBTQ openness and
inclusiveness in the society.

LIMITATION OF THE STUDY
The study was majorly focusing on metropolitan area and diverse segments of the society was not included due
to cost and time constraint.
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ABSTRACT

This paper brings out the difference between the terms - gender identity and sexual orientation. Gender is a
broader term that includes a person's internal sense of who they are, that's called their gender identity.
Physicians who practice in this area reminds us that gender identity and sexual orientation are independent
characteristics that also typically develop at different times in a person's life A child whose sex assigned at birth
aligns with their gender identity, which is the more common case scenario, is sometimes called cisgender. When
a child's sex assigned at birth doesn't align with their gender identity, and this is called transgender. Creating a
gender-inclusive school environment is a powerful way in which to support the healthy growth and development
of all children, including transgender children. In order to learn, children need to feel safe. As a global
community, we have a responsibility to work together to build a world that is ready to support, and celebrate
each and every child
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INTRODUCTION

Many people use the terms sex and gender interchangeably, but they are actually two separate characteristics.
At birth, a child is usually assigned a sex according to the body parts with which that child is born. Gender is a
broader term that includes a person's internal sense of who they are, that's called their gender identity. And most
children are aware of their gender identity pretty early on in childhood. The term gender also includes the way
in which people express their identity, by way, of how they choose to dress and present themselves to others. In
any society ideas about what's considered acceptable gender expression change over time. Today, not many
people would be shocked to see a woman wearing pants or a man wearing an earring, this probably wasn't the
case 100 years ago. As a society, we seem to be a little more accepting of sex assigned girls, who also identify
as girls, but they prefer to dress and act in ways that are considered typically boyish. Interestingly, our society is
still less accepting of sex assigned boys who identify as boys, but choose to express themselves in ways that our
society considers girlish. Many children whose gender identity and their sex assigned at birth are aligned, will
choose to dress or act in ways that don't conform to traditional gender roles. But even though we've become
more comfortable with a more expansive view of gender expression, the general understanding of gender
identity in our society has been that there only two choices, male or female. And that they should match or align
with a child's sex assigned at birth, today that's changing. More and more scientists, healthcare professionals,
and people in the general public are beginning to recognize that gender identity may be better understood as the
characteristic that exists across a spectrum, like many other human characteristics. And that gender identity and
sex assigned at birth don't always align.

CIS AND TRANS GENDER

If we start to think about gender identity as a spectrum, and we remember that this is a characteristic that's
separate from a person's sex assigned at birth. Then it begins to make sense that in some cases a person's gender
identity, and the label they're given at birth, might not be oriented in the same direction. A child whose sex
assigned at birth aligns with their gender identity, which is the more common case scenario, is sometimes called
cisgender. When a child's sex assigned at birth doesn't align with their gender identity, and this is the less
common case, this is called transgender. The prefixes cis and trans come from organic chemistry, where a cis
molecule is a molecule with two functional groups oriented in the same direction. In a trans molecule, the
functional groups are oriented away from one another. Understanding gender identity as a characteristic that's
separate from a person's sex assigned at birth, and one that exists across a spectrum, is a much more inclusive
way of looking at the world around us. It creates space for diversity, and allows all of our children the chance to
be celebrated and loved for who they truly are, regardless of where they fall on the gender spectrum.

CREATION OF A GENDER-INCLUSIVE SOCIETY FOR CHILDREN

Intentionally creating a gender-inclusive school environment is an effective way to support the healthy growth
and development of all children, including transgender children. Children need to feel safe in order to learn.
Because many people in the world still don't know what it means to be transgender, this can all too often lead to
bullying in schools. Which can prevent even the brightest child from developing fully. When schools have a
zero-tolerance policy for bullying, it creates a safer and more effective learning environment for everyone.
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Because children are more likely to specify the differences that make each of them unique. As authority figures,
teachers play an important role in modeling respect and acceptance for transgender children. One of the most
effective way, a teacher can demonstrate affirmation is to consistently use a name and pronouns with which the
child identifies. When someone with the authority of a teacher actively paints a picture of the world that
includes a diverse cast of characters, where all the children can be found. This worldview is more likely to leave
all children feeling safe, validated, and ready to learn. This may include ensuring that literature that celebrates
diversity and promotes gender-expansive thinking is available to students in the classroom and library. Another
step that schools can also take is to have people who are friendly, culturally strong. And to have a diverse staff,
diverse faculties that collaborate with the school. Also to have a diversity assembly so they can show that we
are not men, women, but there are also gender fluid people in the world. And having role models and
classrooms where kids can talk about these things. Making basic facilities like toilets and changing rooms
available to all children is also a crucial step schools can take to better serve their students. When a child can
use the toilet without fear of harassment, it allows the child to focus on learning. Instead of investing a
significant amount of their time and energy, they found ways to avoid using the bathroom at school. Sadly,
many parents of transgender children say their children won't drink water all day. Or they will try to wait until
they are out of school to use the bathroom where they feel safe. This can lead to serious health problems such as
dehydration and chronic constipation. All this has a negative effect on learning. As more and more schools that
only have one-stall bathrooms are learning about it. Or having the child be able to use the bathroom he or she
would like. So it's about when you have a child who might identify as a girl, for example, and they walk into a
girls' bathroom, but they may not physically come out as a girl. The children will notice, wait a minute,
someone else comes to the bathroom and can look at the child a little, but it will not be comfortable. Our
children are the future of our society. So, as they continue to expand the ways they understand and express
gender. Our schools have a responsibility to provide them with an environment that helps them be their most
authentic selves.

WHAT WE CAN DO?

As a society, we all should try to protect human rights, especially the rights of our children. Imagine a world
where all children have the right to be loved and accepted, regardless of their gender identity, and whether or
not it aligns with the sex they were assigned at birth. In early childhood, establishing an affirming environment
for a transgender child is probably the most important way to protect their health and help them develop to their
full potential. This includes allowing them to express themselves by letting them dress in ways that they feel
most comfortable. Allowing them to choose a hairstyle that they feel fits their sense of who they are. And
listening to them about things like the name and pronouns they want others around them to use. This also often
includes working with family, friends, and teachers to honor a child's request. Little kids don't really need much
treatment, so to speak. But what sometimes people will do is they'll do sort of a social transition. They’ll dress
in the gender they're comfortable. They might even want you to call them a different nickname. They might cut
their hair a certain way. And so that's a way that they can sort of come out and experience that gender to their
family and to their friends in school. of course, those kids really need a lot of support and acceptance. The time
around puberty is uniquely challenging for transgender children, as they face the prospect of developing
physical characteristics that may not match their gender identity. At this time, many transgender children and
their parents begin to discuss the option of delaying puberty. This gives the child and the family more time to
make decisions together about longer term medical options. It also prevents the child from experiencing
distress, as their body develops in a way that doesn't align with their internal sense of who they are. Another
time when it becomes a little bit more of an issue and distress for the child is when it's about time to go into
puberty. And especially if the child is identifying as a different gender than their assigned one at birth, the
puberty they're going to go into is going to be different, not the one that they want.

HOW GENDER IDENTITY IMPACTS SEXUAL ORIENTATION?

Some human beings might wonder if someone is transgender, does that still mean they can be gay? In order to
understand the difference between gender identification and sexual orientation, doctors who practice in this
sector remind us that gender identification and sexual orientation are unbiased features that are still generally
expanded in the specific cases of one's existence. The formation of gender identification can begin very early,
this could be one of the first real elements of self-discovery that a child might feel. But transgender children
generally find inner gaiety in being different as transgender or gender nonconforming early in life. People will
inform you that they knew as soon as they were four years old or they were heard as under 18 months, knowing
that their gender did not affect their assigned sex at birth. One of the elements that lead to confusion between
gender identification and sexual orientation is that within the English language. Because of this, several human
beings appear to be bothered and assume that transgender children somehow express their sexuality at an early
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age. In fact, they may simply be telling us who they are from their hearts and minds. Later, as they begin to age
and develop into puberty, they may begin to develop emotions that are attractive to different human beings.
Sexual attraction would not generally begin in children earlier than perhaps inside the older primary or middle
faculty, where infatuation may also begin in who they may be attracted to. And at that moment, the peace of the
appeal could also come additionally. But of course, they can be much older once they certainly have real sex
appeal and their expression in their appeal. Many children are able to identify their gender by age 3 or 4, and
this sense of self grows with the child. Later on, generally around adolescence, maximum human beings begin
to feel the emotion of attraction closer to different human beings. These can be aimed closer to those of the
same sex, the opposite sex, everyone, or none. This is the time when someone begins to develop to recognize
their sexual orientation. Thus, the time period of sexual orientation describes an individual's attraction within
the sphere around them, something quite specific of their feeling in their personal internal gender identification.
Sexual orientation can be simply as fluid as gender identification in that our gaze can be male, female,
somewhere in between, or all of them.

WHY IS SOCIAL SUPPORT SO IMPORTANT?

The social network from our own circle of relatives, the community, and society in general, is one of the
maximum effective non-scientific interventions which can assist a transgender individual thrive. Starting at
home, it is own circle of relatives’ acceptance. Any human’s existence, needs to be cherished, which invariably
occurs with the aid of our own circle of relatives. Thus, social guide might be the great remedy that we will be
able to provide out there. So, in case you become aware of a child, and they arrive to you, simply permitting the
kid to experience and providing security is one of the best things we can do. And if that social guide is there,
then incidences of despair, suicide, anxiety, all of that may be decreased. The primary factor that parents and all
of us, could do for them, is to simply accept them for precisely who they are, just in case you need to do
something for them. Many studies have indicated that family acceptance has greatly reduced the instances of
being distress, stress, depression, anxiousness, drug abuse and suicides among such children. Children with
accepting families have higher self-worth, self-esteem, overall good health and have greater chances to succeed
in life. According to Dr. Caitlin Ryan, the director of the Family Acceptance Project at San Francisco State
University “The most important thing you can do is to tell your child how much you love them. Your love
reassures them that you are there for them and it creates space to talk honestly about each other’s feelings. This
helps your family stay connected and grow together.”

CONCLUSION

As a worldwide community, we've a responsibility to play a role together, to create a world that's able to
support, and celebrate each and every child. Not to think about their differences but focus instead on what they
need in common. All children must feel safe, loved, and revered so as to achieve their full potential during this
world. By establishing a robust foundation, we all should help our kids build a stronger, and more stable future
for all. Develop empathy for all and greater understanding of the experience of transgender individuals.
Proactively identify and communicate with non-conforming, transgender and LGBT patients and their families
so as to produce optimal care. Integrate supportive care in managing the health needs of transgender individuals,
including the requirements of transgender children. We need to make sure that we are treating all people with
dignity and respect.
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ABSTRACT

The idea of human rights rests on the center of thinking that all humans are equal. All humans have dignity and
thus should be treated equally. Anything that undermines t hat dignity is a violation, as it violates the principle
of equality and gives way to discrimination. Homosexuality is one of the most debated issues in the world which
raises the question of human rights. People around the world become the prey of violence and discrimination
only based on whom they love and how they look. The year 2018 ushered a ray of hope for the LGBTQIA+
community who has been fighting a prolonged battle for their rights, and finally, homosexuality is
decriminalized in the judgment of the Navtej Singh Johar case. While the laws have changed but violence and
discrimination against the LGBTQIA+ community persist at the hands of state machinery is evidence of the low
status it grants to the LGBTQIA+ community. In India same-sex marriage is still a far-fetched dream. We must
look forward to the International statute for the attainment of the real objective of the Constitution i. e. All
citizens are equal. There is a need to reform society, to amend the underline thinking that it is no taboo or some
mental condition, and to make everyone believe that human rights stand for all.

Keywords: Homosexuality, LGBTQIA+, India, Section 377, Transgender, Human Rights.

1. INTRODUCTION
“This world would be a whole lot better if we just made an effort to be less horrible to one another.”
- Ellen Page

On 6th Sep 2018, Sec 377 of IPC a colonial-era law that criminalized “carnal intercourse against the order of
nature” was read down and homosexuality was decriminalized in the case of Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of
India3. The Supreme Court has finally upheld that every human being has a right to be free, irrespective of
sexual orientation or gender identity. So now, homosexuality is decriminalized but the reaction of society is still
challenging and detrimental for the LGBTQIA+ community. The term homosexual means ‘of the same sex.
Homosexuality is a sexual orientation specified by sexual attraction or romantic love only for people who are
recognized as being of the same sex. As time goes by Homosexuality is used in different terms. Presently it is
known as LGBTQIA+. LGBTQIA+ stands for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer.

Lesbian: -A lesbian means, a woman who is sexually attracted to a woman.
Gay: -A gay means, a man who is sexually attracted to the man.
Bisexual: - A bisexual person is sexually attracted to people of both sexes.

Transgender: - It is a term used to define people whose gender identity and gender expression, differs from that
usually associated with their birth sex.

Queer: - Queer is a term used to refer to sexual and gender identities who are neither heterosexual nor
cisgender.

At present when Section 377 is gone, are homosexuals finally equal citizens? And have we accomplished full
equality for transgender, or do we need to go beyond Sec 3777 The researcher in its research is trying to focus
on the history of legal battles of the LGBTQIA+, the struggle against Sec 377, and the impact of societal
atrocities on the lives of the LGBTQIA+ community. This paper, thus, looks to discuss the difference between
the text and practice, between legal imaginations of the existing case laws and the legal realities, the actual
realities, and the happenings in society

2. OBJECTIVES
(1) To study of difficulties and challenges faced by the LGBTQIA+ community even after decriminalizing
homosexuality.

(2) To understand the history of legal battles of LGBTQIA+ and campaign against sec 377.
(3) To elaborate and thorough study of the Impacts of COVID-19 on the LGBTQIA+ community.
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3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

A secondary research has been done in drafting this research paper. Variousbooks, research papers, articles, and
journals have been analyzed and consulted while drafting thispaper. The review and study of reports occurred
only from authentic and official websites. All the important case laws and reports have been collected from e-
data sources such as SCC online, Indian Kanoon and Manupatra e-database, and so on. This study is also
collaborated by apersonal interview with some members of the LGBTQIA+ community. Few social media
platforms have also been accessed while this research. Only verified instances and records havebeen added to this
study.

This study has targeted the analysis of the current condition of the LGBTQIA+ people living in India. We have
tried our best to put forward the principled and parsimonious record of the current phenomenon and perception
of a layman toward the LGBTQIA+ community. We have examined multiple issues towards the LGBTQIA+
community in legal, personal, and social fields.

e A brief analysis of the International position of Human rights of the LGBTQIA+ community.
e C(ritical evaluation of The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019.

e A brief study of different social media platforms to gauge the societal perception of the LGBTQIA+
community.

. LITERATURE REVIEW
e Louis Arbour, 2019 During the past few decades, the human rights of the LGBTQIA+ community have come
into sharperfocus and several journals, articles, reports, and books have surfaced that deal with the Rightsand
Issues of the LGBTQIA+ community. The principle of non-discrimination and the right to be equal before
the law requires that the state should not only protect people from discrimination from state agents but also
private entities and persons.

o Cohen, Doyle, & Skoner, 1999; Dohrenwend, 2000 People can be adversely affected by high levels of
stress, and the link between experiencing stress and manifesting symptoms of psychological or physical
illness is well established in human beings and other species.

e Law Commission of India, 2000 In the 172nd report of the law commission, the committee members
recommended the deletion of Section 377 of IPC and pleaded that it is harmful to public health due to its
direct impact on the life of a homosexual.

e Feldblum, 2005 There is a need to establish equality in same-sex marriages with the support of society so
that LGBTQIA+ groups may win the battle.

¢ Ray, 2006 Among all homeless youth 20% to 40% of youth consist of LGBTQIA+ people and the reason
behind that was a negative impact of society towards them, lack of understanding of their sexual
orientation.

e Dr. Madhurima Chowdhary, 2017 LGBTQIA+ having voting rights cannot be treated separately than
other people as one person can have only one vote as validly spoken by the Chairman of Constitutional
drafting committee Dr. B.R Ambedkar.

e M. V. Lee Badgett, 2014 Stigma and exclusion of LGBTQIA+ people are likely to generate economic costs,
particularly from lost productivity as a result of workplace discrimination, and health disparities.

e V. Revathy and Dr. S. Pandiaraj, 2018 The Government should pass legislation for the marriage of
LGBTQIA+ people. This study will further discuss the difficulties and challenges faced by the LGBTQIA+
community in India even after repealing Section 377. This paper also deals with the impact of the deadly
virus COVID-19 on the entire LGBTQIA+ community. In addition, we have discussed the perception of
society about the LGBTQIA+ community, the international legal position of LGBTQIA+ rights, the history
of legal battles of LGBTQIA+, and the campaign against sec 377. Although there has been enough research
work on LGBTQIA+ issues, research work on the position under special marriage act and personal laws has
been very few and is found rarely, this study has dealt with the same. Furthermore, Social media platforms
have been analyzed to gauge societal perception.

Statement of Problem
After doing various reviews of related literature the researcher has thought of studying legal battles of LGBTQIA+ and
campaign against sec 377.
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5. ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

History of Legal Battles of LGBTQIA+ Community and Campaign Against Sec 377

In a culmination of decades of legal challenges to Section 377, the Naz Foundation 2001 filed a writ petition in
the Delhi High Court challenging the law’s constitutional validity. Their petition was rejected by Delhi High
Court in 2004 based on locus standi. Subsequently, in 2006, they appealed against the order of the Delhi High
Court in the Supreme Court of India. The Decision was in their favor and their petition was sustained.

In 2009, a landmark verdict was passed by Delhi High Court in the case of Naz Foundation v,Govt. of NCT of
New Delhi and Others*, where Section 377 was read down and was held to be unconstitutional. The reading
down of Section 377 by the Delhi High Court is a pivotal moment in Indian history. This judgment gave a ray
of hope in the Dark Age to the LGBTQIA+ community. But this remained not much longer when Supreme Court
ruled over the judgmentof the Delhi high court in 2013. In 2013, the Supreme Court overruled the Delhi High
Court judgment in Suresh Koushal v. Union of India. The Supreme Court held that Section 377 could not be
read down and it was for Parliament to decide on the decriminalization of homosexuality. Despite the Supreme
Court judgment, the movement against Sec 377 expanded on a large scale.

In April 2014 a bench of two judges of the Supreme Court of India passed a verdict in the National

Legal Services Authority v. Union of India (“NALSA”) and held that the rights to life, dignity, and autonomy
would include the right to one’s gender identity and sexual orientation and they have a right to express their
chosen gender identity. The NALSA verdict gave a new hope to rekindle the battle against sec 377.

Subsequently, in 2017, a landmark verdict was given by the Supreme Court in the case of Puttaswamy v. Union
of India, the Supreme Court held that the right to privacy cannot be refused “even if a minute fraction of the
population is affected”. The Court declared that the right to privacy distinctively incorporates the right to have
intimate relations of one’s choice and includes the right to sexual orientation and gender identity.

The year 2018 ushered in a ray of hope for the LGBTQIA+ community who has been fighting a prolonged
battle for their rights. Navtej Singh Johar, a dancer who identified as part of the LGBTQIA+ community, filed a
Curative Petition in the Supreme Court in 2016 and challenged the Constitutional validity of the decision in the
Suresh Kumar Koushal case. The Petitioner contended that Section 377 was violative of Article 14 of the
Constitution because it was ambiguous in the sense that it did not define “carnal intercourse against the order of
nature”. There was no intelligible differentia or reasonable classification between natural and unnatural
consensual sex. The Petitioner further contended that:

(i) Section 377 infringed Article 15 of the Constitution, sexual orientation is a ground related to sex, and that
discrimination on sexual orientation is not permitted under Article 15.

(i1) Section 377 had a “chilling effect” on Article 19 since it denied the right to express one’s sexual identity
and orientation.

(iii) Section 377 also violated the fundamental Right to privacy.

On 6th September 2018, 5 judge bench of the Supreme Court led by the Chief Justice unanimously held in
Navtej Johar Singh’s Case that Section 377 was unconstitutional to the extent that it criminalizes consensual
relationships of any kind between adults.

Legal Recognition of Marriage- Still a Dream!

Section 377 was repealed in the year 2018 which decriminalized homosexuality. Indeed it was a historic win for
the entire LGBTQIA+ community. But same-sex marriage is still not legalized and ultimately the community
continues to suffer discrimination. There is a legal aspect of marriage that bestows rights and responsibilities on
two people such as adoption, inheritance, tax planning, life insurance policies, and other such rights.
Unfortunately, the law of our land doesn’t provide the same set of rights to LGBTQIA+ couples that it does to
heterosexual married couples. Marriage equality is one of the most basic rights for a person but the LGBTQIA+
community is still devoid of it. Though scrapping down Sion 377 was a historic and the most important
decision, marriage is still a far-fetched dream. In India, there is still no legal provision to get married for the
LGBTQIA+ community neither there is any law on adoption. Only providing the option of civil unions and
excluding marriages for same-sex couples is itself discriminatory, since it provides a class of people only an
option that possesses an inherently lower status than marriage. 8 What would be the point of decriminalizing
homosexuality in a country like India which puts such huge importance on marriage and still be unable to get
married to the partner of your choice?

LGBTQIA+ couples often prefer to migrate to countries that recognize LGBTQIA+ marriages, so that their
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marriage can get legal status and enjoy all the rights a heterosexual couple does. India is, however, heading
towards a change and the Madras High Court Verdict is one such example. The path-breaking verdict of the
Madras High Court is a ray of hope for sure. In Arunkumar and Sreeja v. The Inspector-General of Registration
& Ors9, the Court held that “the term ‘bride’ as per the Hindu Marriage Act would also mean a transsexual and
not just refer to someone born as a woman”.

“I think marriage as an institution is loaded with baggage and our community needs to ensure several other civil
rights first. I believe a person should have the right to get married. Our society has to accept us first. Even after
the verdict, a large number of LGBTQIA+ members are still not accepted by society,” - said Malabika of
Sappho, who identifies herself as a queer feminist activist.

Same-sex marriages under the Special Marriage Act, 1954

The Special Marriage Act is secular legislation that facilitates marriages between people of different religions or
those who do not wish to be bound by their laws. Instead of a religious ceremony, a Marriage Officer registers
the marriage. The only option which might not raise religious hackles is to amend the Special Marriage Act,
195410 so that same-sex marriages can be permitted. In its present form, the SMA applies to heterosexual
couples only, since it provides that males should have attained the age of twenty-one years and females the age
of eighteen years. But it is not as difficult as it seems to accommodate homosexual marriages within the sphere
of SMA. The only thing that needs to be done is to amend Section 4 (C) so that it reads that a party, if male,
should have attained the age of twenty-one years and if female, should have attained the age of eighteen years
or it can add a specific provision that same-sex marriages are permitted. In our opinion, an amendment is the
easiest and the best legislative option.

The Transgender Persons’ (protection of Rights) act, 2019 or the Murder of Gender Justice

The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Billll was passed by the Lok Sabha without much dissent on
5th August 2019 — the same day Centre scrapped the special status of Jammu and Kashmir. The Act provides
power and equality to everybody but the transgender community. The bill was passed after many efforts still it
serves no good to the community and has several lacunae.

Almost all the definitions in the act are either redundant or profuse regarding community issues. The chapter
which prohibits discrimination lacks enforcing authority, remedial measures, and punitive measures. The
Complaint officer, as stipulated in the bill is very unclear and as of now, it is completely non-existent. The
restriction on the separation from parents and allowing them to separate only with an order of a competent court
is unreasonable. There isn’t a single organized protocol in the act that guides the medical community on the
healthcare of transgender people. The National Council for Transgender Persons has no independence to carry
out functions and has a mere representation of 5 persons from the transgender community. Any kind of violence
including sexual abuse against a transperson is punished by a term of a maximum of 2 years only. “The message
is, rape a woman; yes, very bad; rape a child, worse; but, the transgenders, these people are on streets, they are
begging, they are under high risk, and what is this Bill that we are passing?” asked Trinamool Congress MP
Derek O Brien.

Checking their gender and giving them certificates is inhuman. This is not a bill for them but a bill against them.
The act has no provision to apprehend those who discriminate, bully or harass them. This act deprives the
community of some of the most basic rights a person should have. The bill that was supposed to protect their
rights was drafted and passed without having a single transgender person and nobody from the community was
asked about their problems and requirements.

International Legal Position of LGBTQIA+ Rights

Till the twentieth century, Homosexuality was never accepted by the state as well as by religions and was
considered to be a crime and sin. Only in the late 20th century, there was a shift in the understanding of
homosexuality from sin to a normal variant of a human being. In 1992, WHO accepted it as a normal variant,
and since then the negativity towards homosexuality has been eroding as states are recognizing homosexuality
as normal human behavior and guaranteeing rights and privileges. Also, LGBTQIA+ rights have made a great
impact within international diplomacy over the last decade but debate regarding the subject remained intact
among all the nations. International organizations such as the UN and Human Rights Watch have passed several
measures but lack official statements due to opposition by several member states.

The Orlando Pulse nightclub shooting12 incident in 2016 drew attention for the first time. United Nations
Security Council released a statement condemning the attack and addressed issues related to sexual orientation.
Even notorious anti-LGBTQIA+ countries like Russia and Egypt condemned the such act of barbarism. As of
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now, LGBTQIA+ rights are given recognition as human rights by several UN bodies, but blocs within the
United Nations have left no chance to halt the formal recognition of such rights. “More than 70 nations still
criminalize same-sex relationships and the death penalty may be applied in certain African and Asian countries”
— said Visit Munabhorn, the UN independent expert on protection against violence and discrimination based on
Sexual-orientation and gender identity.

Around 66 nations extended their support by stating LGBTQIA+ rights in 2008 before the UN General
Assembly.Unfortunately, Russia, China, and the US opposed these countries during the Bush Administration.
The same statement was followed in 2011 by Human Rights Council which documented the problems faced by
the LGBTQIA+ community and it was further updated in 2015 when UN Human Rights Council released a
report concerning violence against the community related to commitments made under International Law.
Despite these many efforts, there is a huge faction of nations that oppose such reforms. Ban Ki-moon, Former
Secretary-General of UN stated that- “Advocacy for LGBTQIA+ rights often put him at odds with powerful
member states”. On 29 September 2015, Several UN agencies (ILO, OHCHR, UNAIDS Secretariat, UNDP,
UNESCO, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNICEF, UNODC, UN Women,

WEFP, and WHO) made a statement putting forward their intention to end violence and discriminatory practices
against the LGBTQIA+ community. The fact cannot be denied that the political landscape has changed
remarkably over the last decade. But due to non-compliance from certain member states, the UN’s formal
institutions face many hurdles and obstacles in promoting widespread support but the LGBTQIA+ Core Group
works as an informal assembly; to tackle such barriers so that policy among countries must be coordinated.

In 2016, the UN Human Rights Council established an expert so that the global violence and discriminatory
behavior toward the LGBTQIA+ community can be examined. But Security Council members China, Russia,
and all other Islamic countries didn’t support the measure and voted either No or Abstaining. Despite the
contradiction in many countries, the recognition of LGBTQIA+ rights has been witnessed in the actions of
individual countries. In countries like India, Kenya, Botswana, and Trinidad and Tobago, efforts to lift down the
laws barring homosexual relationships are exemplified. In 2018, the Constitutional Court of Taiwan declared
that same-sex marriage is a legal right. André du Plessis, the Executive director of the International LGBTQIA+
Association says - “We’ve seen a lot of exciting changes. Progress has been slow but steady.” Reforms,
awareness, and Decriminalization have been seen in Africa, Asia, Middle East, reflecting the gradual change in
the global LGBTQIA+ rights movement and it surely inspires belief in an arc of history towards progress. States
must value or honor their human rights commitment within themselves while advocating for change on the
international level.

Mainstream Reaction towards the LGBTQIA+ Community Post Decriminalisation

Indeed, without an attitudinal change of people toward the members of the LGBTQIA+ community in India, the
fight for civic, social, and political equality is far from over, irrespective of a constitutional status as equal
citizens. While the laws have changed, violence and discrimination against transgender women still exist at the
hands of the state machinery is evidence of the oppressive low status it grants to the LGBTQIA+. This
continued negligent behavior of the government put several lives at risk of people belonging to sexual and
gender minority groups, especially in Kashmir, where there is restricted access to the internet, the lack of non-
discrimination laws of welfare schemes, and restrictions on mobility and ability to earn since the abrogation of
Article 370 has hit transgender persons the hardest.

Following are the major problems faced by LGBTQIA+ people even after the decriminalization of
homosexuality:

1. Marginalization and Social Exclusion

Social exclusion, isolation, and identity seclusion are the bitter realities faced by LGBTQIA+ people nowadays.
They become marginalized because of a lack of recognition of LGBTQIA+ people as a member of the
community. They are not recognized for who they are and are socially persecuted because of their identity as an
LGBTQIA+ person. Dutee is the first Indian athlete who publically declared her relationship with a same-sex
partner. After her declaration, she has been shunned by her parents and her villagers called her an
embarrassment who once took pride in her. People think that being a transgender person is something bad and
sinful and this mentality hit them hard. They eventually develop low self-confidence and self-esteem and may
become isolated. Marginalization and social exclusion lead them to have limited access to valuable social
resources such as education, employment, health services, etc.

2. Social Media Bullying
Social media reflect and affect the opinions of society. Social media can help individuals who may feel
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vulnerable, alone, or isolated to have a sense of community. This allows social media to be a haven for the
many LGBTQIA+ people around the world who face discrimination and harassment in their daily lives. Social
media diminishes the isolation of LGBTQIA+ people, being a tool for people on their journeys and struggles to
start reaching and accessing allies and like-minded people. But the negative impacts of social media cannot be
neglected because social media platforms themselves are capable enough to silence the LGBTQIA+ voices.
This world is not as good as it seems. LGBTQIA+ people are bullied, harassed, and laughed at. Homophobic
and transphobic words are often used loosely under the umbrella of 'humor' or 'friendly bullying'. Recently a
YouTuber Carry Minati20 uploaded a video called "TikTok vs YouTube: The End" taken down for content.
One statement from his video infuriated the LGBTQIA+ community- “Mithai ki dukaan pe 200 rupaye me bik
jaayga”. The term “mithai” is used derogatorily to refer to gay people. This Statement showed how people find
it insulting to call someone gay, it is not only humiliating but degrading to the value of a queer person's life.
These videos are a symbol of harassment and bullying against queer people.

Social Media: Supportive or Sceptic?

Different social media platforms have been analyzed to gauge the societal perception of the LGBTQIA+
community and whether social media users are supportive or skeptical about sexual minorities.

According to Research conducted by Aparup Khatua, Most of the tweets are in support of LGBTQIA+ people
and revolve around equality, justice, and human rights of the LGBTQIA+ community. Immediately after the
scrapping of sec 377, Twitter flooded with the multiple hashtags such as #Section377, #377verdict,
#LovelsLove, #LoveWins, #LGBTQIA+, #IndiaRejects377, #377Scrapped, #IndiaForGayRights and so on.
Since then, tweets haven't stopped and have been surfacing all over India. The Twitter deliberation in India is
most encouraging and supportive of LGBTQIA+ rights. However, the small number of tweets that oppose the
verdict perceives it as a threat to Indian Culture, Rites, Traditions, and the Family System. People are getting
more usual with the concept of it and especially the younger generation who are the voices of the Future. The
Bollywood movie “Shubh Mangal Zyada Savdhaan” is one such step by India Cinema that has aggravated the
LGBTQIA+ Rights movement in India. People are now opening up and talking about issues and rights.

1. Impact of Family Reactions on LGBTQIA+ Person: Conflict and Rejection

Many LGBTQIA+ adults hesitate to openly share their lives because of fear of rejection and serious negative
reactions. Lack of communication and understanding of their gender identity leads to fighting and family
disruptions, that can result in an LGBTQIA+ adolescent being removed from or forced out of the home. Many
LGBTQIA+ youth end up in juvenile detention, are placed in Foster care, or on footpaths because of family
conflict. All these factors undermine their self-worth and increase the risk of HIV and the use of health
deteriorating substances such as drugs, alcohol, etc. They also become a victim of many heinous crimes and
many of them indulge in committing crimes.

2. School Bullying and Harassment

Recently, a 19-year-old boy committed suicide after he was bullied and mocked for being homosexual. The
effects of bullying lead to depression, anxiety attacks, homelessness, school drop-out, Suicide attempt, etc.
Harassment and ragging of LGBTQIA+ youth marginalize them in society and make them vulnerable to social
exclusion. Queer person hesitates to disclose their identity as they know that after disclosure they are likely to
experience homophobia and heterosexism from friends, family, and society. The majority of young LGBTQIA+
people think that coming out would endanger their physical and emotional well-being and therefore they choose
to hide their identities, a practice which can result in suicide ideation, depression, and alcohol and drug use.

3. Conversion Therapy

Conversion therapy is a risky and discredited practice that falsely claims to change a person’s gender identity or
sexual orientation or expression. Due to discrimination and biased behavior against LGBTQIA+ people, people
continue to put their children in conversion therapy, despite its rejection by mental health organizations.
Recently, a 21-years-old LGBTQIA+ activist, Anjana Harish from Kerala's Kannur district committed suicide
on the 12th of May in North Goa, under the enigmatic circumstance. She was forced into conversion therapy by
her parents. Conversion therapy enhances the stigma of homosexuality and it is also against the principle of
justice. Even after the decriminalization of homosexuality, instances like these are continuing, highlighting that
just the decriminalization of homosexuality is not sufficient, there is a need for criminalizing conversion therapy
and other such practices.

IMPACTS OF COVID-19 ON THE LGBTQIA+ COMMUNITY
As we already know that the condition of the LGBTQIA+ community is vulnerable during normal times, we
cannot even imagine what they are going through during these tough times during the global pandemic COVID-
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19. Apart from the absence of healthcare, employment, housing, and other such domains, Bias and limited anti-
discrimination protection laws have amplified the situation making it worst.

e Older people from the LGBTQIA+ community mostly live alone and rely on their chosen family for care
and support. Like any other old person, they experience physical health problems, which ultimately make
them vulnerable to severe complications from deadly COVID-19. They experience discrimination from
healthcare providers, caregivers, and every other layman in society which eventually put them at great risk.
Generally, these people live in congregate care facilities such as nursing homes or senior living
communities, despite the increased risk of meeting persons having COVID-19, they also are exposed to
poverty and economic insecurity.

e As we all know that countrywide lockdown has made everybody stay at home, due to which LGBTQIA+
youth are being forced to stay at home with their oppressor and perpetrators of physical and mental violence.
A 24-year-old customer service executive, Mehak identifies herself as a transgender woman. She lives in
Kandivali, she says it is getting difficult for her to deal with her Conservative family members during this
stringent lockdown. My family does not approve of my gender identity, my father uttered that I am dead for
him. Living under the same roof where you are being considered dead is something horrible and heart-
wrenching.

e Transition-related medical care, which is life-preserving care for transgender people, may be regarded as
non-urgent and postponed or can canceled to the outbreak of COVID-19. However, the two components of
this transition-related medical care must not be deemed non-urgent: continuation of ongoing hormonal
therapy and surgical aftercare for previously- conducted surgeries. Delays or cancellations of care can lead to
infection, surgical scarring, and re-injury sometimes requiring additional surgical correction, chronic pain,
hormone imbalances, Osteoporosis, and migraines. Physical consequences may lead to psychological
consequences also.

Transgender persons specifically those belonging to the Hijra/ Kinnar communities have no access to daily
income as their traditional livelihoods are affected due to stringent lockdown and social distancing. Recently,
The Delhi High Court refused to entertain a PIL seeking directions to take steps to protect and provide welfare
measures such as food, accommodation, and medicines, to sex workers and the LGBTQIA+ community
member in Delhi to ensure their survival during the lockdown.

e Due to a lack of proper identification documents like Aadhar cards, Ration cards, PAN cards, etc., these
people are not able to get access to social security schemes and government relief care packages because of
the requirement of a government identification document or linking Aadhar, the biometric ID, to bank
accounts as a prerequisite to receiving financial aid.

e LGBTQIA+ people have previously been blamed for disasters, both manmade and natural, and there are
scattered reports of this happening in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. In some countries, reports
suggest an increase in homophobic and transphobic rhetoric. There are also reports of police using COVID-
19 directives to attack and target LGBTQIA+ organizations. In at least one country, the State of Emergency
has been used to propose a decree that would prevent transgender people from legally changing their gender
in identity documents. A few countries have put in place restrictions of movement based on sex, with women
and men allowed to leave their homes on alternate days, which has put non-binary and trans people at risk of
heightened discrimination, as they may get stopped and questioned.

Are LGBTQIA+ People More at Risk from COVID-19?

Due to fear of encountering LGBTQIA+ phobia and as a result of social stigma and discrimination, they are
forced into poverty and homelessness without having any support system. They are more reluctant to get to
healthcare facilities and this may lead them to avoid symptoms of COVID-19 and take proper advice from
doctors, finally ending up with tested coronavirus positive. A Transgender person is disproportionately affected
by HIV, which may have weakened the immune system that can make them more vulnerable to coronavirus.
Additionally, those who earn their livelihood through sex work might continue to indulge in sex work even
during the pandemic, and end up with putting themselves and others at risk of contracting the virus.

6. CONCLUSION

India is a developing country and to boost the growth and development of the country there isa need for
progressive law in which all citizens are equal and have equal opportunities to do substantial efforts for the
future of the Nation. India has finally managed to cast off one of the most prejudicial pieces of Victorian-era
legislation. But same-sex marriage is still not legalized. It is the marriage that bestows rights and responsibilities
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on two people such as Adoption, inheritance, tax planning life insurance policies, and other such rights.
Marriage is abasic right for every citizen in a country like India where so much importance is attached to
marriage, but the LGBTQIA+ community is still devoid of it. What would be the point of decriminalizing
homosexuality in a county like India where LGBTQIA+ people are still unable toget married to the partner of
their choice? The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Billwas passed by the Lok Sabha on 5th August
2019 after so many efforts still it serves no good to the LGBTQIA+ community and has several lacunae.

Researchers want to suggest that there is a need to strengthen the transgender bill and make some amendments
favorable to the LGBTQIA+ community. It is a need of the hour to legalize same-sex marriage and relieve
Indian history from this dark spot. Homosexuality will remain a stigma as long as people are willing to shove it
under the carpet of oblivion. The Government should make efforts to educate the public and raise public
awareness about sexual minorities. The three organs of the State and the society must ensure that the morality and
values emanated from the Constitution prevail and guide us towards a better tomorrow with dignity, sexual
autonomy, and individuality for the LGBTQIA+ community in India.
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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this research was to identify the current Position of Transgenders and allow peoples to
describing the current scenario of the transgender communities. Transgender is a person whose gender identity
differs from the sex of the person at birth. Their gender behavior identity does not match with their biological
sex from the time of their birth.

The major significance of that study is to analyze the data that are related to their communities that are not in
main stream. Many organizations work together to gather primary data related to their human rights, health,
and education. With the help of this data, we can investigate the current situation of these communities in
across India. The scope of these data is extremely helpful for government bodies to take an effective approach
towards them.

As per the many data analytics shows that the many transgender communities are not in acceptable position in
society. We approached many organizations and NGO's for collecting data regarding to transgender issues and
their social values. The data we have says lots about transgender and gives a clear viewpoint regarding their
problems. The contribution of transgender to the society is respectable because of many Acts and laws were
passed in last few years by Indian Government.

The current scenario states that LGBT community are aware about their existence in society and their
remarkable contribution towards the betterment of society. Now the law should work and provide equality and
respectful treatment of transgender. And society should accept transgender as one of us. This will lead to peace
and harmony in society.

INTRODUCTION

In Ancient India, the Hijars or Kinnars have a recorded cultural history which relate back to thousands of years.
Their references can be seen in Hindu texts such as Mahabharata and Ramayana. One of the many forms of
shiva involves him merging with his wife as Parvati to become Ardhanari holds significance in the community.
The depiction of this community was often the theme of art and paintings like sculptures in Sanchi, Ajanta,
Amaravati. They held important positions in courts and various administrative duties during the Mughal-era in
India. In India, transgender is known by different names like Hijras, Kinnar, Jogtas, Joggapas, Khusras and Shiv
shakti's.

Violence against transgender is discrimination with their sexuality condition because they do not fit into
traditional gender categories. It was hopefully expected that society would recognize their sexual condition and
respect their genders. The transgenders or hijra community is still revered by society at large. They are often
victims of hate crimes and abuse. They were also described as minorities in faced many criticisms regarding
their identity and gender behavior because they do not match with their biological sex from the time of birth.

According to 2011 census there were around 4.88 lakh trans-people in India. They are in considerable number
but they are not considered as human beings. The issue of transgender is still a matter of quest in societal and
cultural context from many decades. Gender equality remains a challenging factor towards the development of
society in existing believes that regarding to gender stratification in many social structures of India. Still many
people have risen from this irrespective of all bigotries and troubles and have made a name for themselves. In
this paper we discuss the issue of discrimination encountered by many transgender communities. And we will
also discuss the welfare schemes and initiatives started by the government while giving some inferences from
the famous NALSA judgement.

AIM AND OBJECTIVE

The aim of the study was to describe the issues with transgenders and represent them in main stream of society.
The objective behind this study is clear and impactful in various fields to give a preference to transgender
community and reach their access in government policymakers, science also giving them opportunities in
education, health and various sectors that is needed for pushing the limitation of their genders and changing the
mindset of the society that helpful for them to live with full freedom like others do.
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METHODOLOGY

Information Resource:
It is mixed research of the study, in that we done to collect secondary data from NGOs and other government
bodies.

The sampling of the data was drawn NGOs based on health and education. This data is in the form of secondary
format. Here we directly get data in the form of graphs and charts. The data is regarding to the transgender life
and identity ratio.

Procedure for that research that we took some LGBT reports of health and rights of them. We get some
references from many other research that is like our research.

Search Strategy

For better understanding to the LGBT community, we held a google form survey and collect a primary data that
regarding to transgender current position in society and found some major loop holes of the society in the
perspective of transgenders.

Data Management
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This data shows the violence against transgender is high with those transgender are not well educated as
compare to transgender they are complete their education is low.

DATA ANALYSIS

The above data is an analysis done with the study topics that focused on health and identical issues of
transgender. In this process we took both primary data and secondary data. Here the primary data was collected
from google form surveys used for the health and education related issues in English language and translated
(on phone) to local language by the researcher and the secondary data that we collected from other sources that
are used to utilized the important points or topic from the primary data for further research. We also discussed
all rights that are given to the LGBT community and analyses resultant outcome that we get in the primary data.

The Government of India recognized them as a third gender and giving them some rights as a citizen or as a part
of this society.

e Right to live: This right gives them to live with dignity without any restriction and follow their tradition as
well as their culture.

e Right to vote: This right gives a power to choose a public leader through voting who works for their
community as well as they can choose a transgender as a public leader to represent their community.

e Right to Marry or Adopt children: This right has some constitutional acts to marry or adopt children without
any legal restrictions. They can also adopt children without marrying a person and this is legal for them.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

In today India, we see multiple LGBT communities are came forward and do their best in all fields. But there is
certain limitation are there. Such as, they are not the first-choice or they do not get a preference unlike other
genders. There is lack of awareness in society regarding their genders also they are not differentiating as a third
gender. So, they face social stigma among the people. But the judiciary takes a giant leap to help them to
achieve their fight for autonomy. For that we suggest our opinion that will be helpful for them and improve the
status of transgenders: -

1) We need to hold seminars, workshops and training programs that will help the community to access legal
mechanisms.

2) Every public authority and private entities need to give representation of transgender persons. That will be
helpful to reach their voice to every person or the representative of peoples.

3) Gender equality plays a key role in the development of a country or state. The legislature shall make effective
laws to ensure justice to every gender.

4) Education curriculum must make the young children aware about their gender equality with the help of
proper guidance of parents as well as teachers.

5) There is a need for surveys and studies regarding this issue and statistical data is required for the better
implementation. This data helps in many topics like the gender economic effect, crimes against transgender,
representation of transgender in school or universities also income generation and overall development.

6) Need a committee for establishing communication through hotlines and helpline numbers to give help and
support. With the help of this we can also provide a counselling to any transgender regarding their issues.

SCOPE FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

LGBT communities have exits from long time and the issue related to their gender and representation is remain
same or changed in further years. But we need some laws that give power to these communities for their better
future. With the help of these studies, we can spread awareness and need to work on gender equality. For that
we can organize seminars and we can encourage students to do some research on these communities because
many transgenders are living in the shadow of fear or anxiety or mental trauma. For that we can do many things
for them and the conclusion of that part is the research cannot be completed with the help of these people.
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ABSTRACT

Film is the main medium that impacts individuals' perspective and it has contributed a great deal to the spread
of queer awareness. This paper examine how the sexual minorities like LGBTQ are addressed in Indian
Cinema. The target of this paper is to examine the way in which LGBTQ is depicted in film and how much that
depiction impacts people Perceptions. Cinema was and will remain one of the strongest media for influencing
peoples’ perceptions especially on emerging issues of an ever-changing society A moderate and humane
treatment of the subjects can contribute positively to liberating the general public from heteronormativity and
homophobia. Sexual minorities are gradually tracking down place in Indian movies. The paper discusses how
movies have addressed various talks on the LGBT topic over the long run. Simply it required very nearly 40
years for Indian film to depict a gay person. From that point forward, there have been differential portrayals of
the LGBT people group and the crowd in this homophobic culture has additionally responded differentially.

Keyword: Indian cinema, Society, LGBT, transgender portrayal

INTRODUCTION

One of the best source of influence of media on present day life has been cinema. Film, from one perspective,
thinks about changing social reality and effects people’s perception on the other. It has turned into a powerful
vehicle for correspondence in the fields of culture, training, relaxation and many more . Indian cinema took a
long time to make films based homosexual themes. Yet, the depictions generally speaking have been undecided,
reflecting areas of strength for a division on the issue. At times, be that as it may, the depictions have been
sympathetic, touching the roots of the problem.

Gender minority is a group whose sexual identity and practices are not generally accepted in society. The
“LGBTI” acronym stands for Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex. Our society deeply committed to
the opinion that there are only two forms of sex .e., male and female. Heterosexuality has been defined as
“Normal” and all other forms of sexuality are labelled as “Abnormal”.

Homosexuality is not new phenomenon and are found in Hindu Mythology. Various ancient texts such as Manu
Smriti, Arthashastra, Kamasutra, Upanishads and Puranas have references.

There are also reports that same-sex activities are common among sannyasis, and members of the Orthodox
Church, who cannot marry.

METHODOLOGY

The methodology used in this paper is “Content Analysis”. Content analysis is a research method for studying
documents and communication artifacts. For this paper I have done content analysis of some selected Indian
language films what I watched which feature sexual minorities. I have tried to capture the varying discourses
that find reflection in the portrayal of homosexuality in Indian cinema in recent decades.

JOURNEY OF INDIAN CINEMA TOWARDS SEXUAL MINORITIES
The researchers began checking out the meaning of homosexuality in film during the 1970s.

With the changing society, the universe of film has also changed. The crowd becomes more lenient about the
strange relations. The Indian film is as yet baffled about the projection of LGBT characters. The discussion on
queer love tales has been a long one with exciting twists. It actually has a wave of awkwardness, disgrace, joke
and the feeling of dread toward the public judgment and defamation. Hindi movies have attempted to remember
gay subjects for their own specific manner. Yet, in such films the gay characters are a long way from the real
world. The standard motion pictures constantly show a cartoon for the sake of a gay or LGBT character and the
crowd also anticipate that these characters should bring some comic. The entertainment world is one of the
strong powers to create new opinions or feelings.

Highlighting the LGBT characters in any Hindi film implies that they are only an object of mocking and joke.
The director never set out to bring different sexual characters under one screen. Earlier during the 1960s and
1970s the characters of LGBT were portrayed as friends of hero or heroine. The characterization of LGBT was
far from reality as they were just represented in the form of transvestite or cross dressed in order to evoke
laughter.
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PORTRAYAL OF THE TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY IN MOVIES:
1990-1999

It was the last two decades that the filmmakers are in a dilemma to choose the themes of the films, which is
publicly accepted and does not hurt the morals and traditions of any community. As cinema is one of the most
powerful, popular and accessible form of art which leaves a strong influence on the people.

Here, the researcher tabulating some of the movies of 1990 - 1999

Movie Name Year Portrayal
Saadak 1991 | Transgender character- Depicted completely evil
Bombay 1995 The secular character of the hijra
Raja Hindustani 1996 | Two homosexual characters Kammo and Gulab
Singh as comic characters
Fire 1996 The concept of homosexuality, especially
lesbianism
Tamanna 1997 The film was based on actual life of a eunuch.
Thulladha Manamum Thullum(Tamil Movie) | 1999 | A male showing signs of being effeminate and is
mocked even by their own friends

2000-2020

It was after 2000 that the Indian Cinema was conscious about not mingling up the gay characters with the
transgender.

Film like,

Kal Ho Na Ho (2003) - created a comic gay plot between two lead characters.
Dostana (2008),

Straight: Pinu Patel ki tedhi medhi love story (2009),

Kanchana in Muni 2: Kanchana (2011)- Transgender

Vishwaroopam (2013) - Trans person

Ek Ladki Ko dekha toh aisa laga (2019), and

Shubhmangal zyada sabhdhan (2020)

Various movies have also dealt with different themes relating to homosexuality.

ANALYSES OF COUPLE OF MOVIES

1. Fire — 1996 - Homosexual

Fire, released in 1996, is the most controversial film in the history of Indian Cinema. It was written and directed
by Deepa Mehta and is an IndoCanadian romantic drama film. It was the first transnational film which was
commercially released in various global cities. After release it had a negative impact on the main stream
audience. The film got banned in Delhi and Mumbai, where its screening stopped after two violent
demonstrations. The film was described as “unconventional”, “sumptuous” and not “lesbian” or “homosexual”.
The film is about two daughters-in-law of a family, who are not happy in their respective marriage. Radha
(Shabana Azmi) is the wife of elder brother Ashok (Kulbhushan Kharbanda) and Sita (Nandita Das) is the wife
of younger brother Jatin (Javed Jaffrey). Ashok had no intimate relation with his wife, as he was under the
influence of a Swamiji. Jatin, on the other hand, had a Chinese girlfriend and thus had no interest in Sita. These
denials brought both the daughters-in-law closer and they, as an alternative exploration, started having an affair.
Having been caught red handed by Ashok, Radha confesses that she loves and Sita and wants to be with her.

2. Aligarh — 2016 - Homosexual

Aligarh is an Indian biographical drama film released worldwide on 26 February 2016. This film is directed by
Hansal Mehta and written by Apurva Asrani. This film is based on the life of Ramchandra Siras, who was an
Indian Linguist and author and was a professor at the Aligarh Muslim University. He got suspended from his
job just because he was homosexual. This is a true story of Ramchandra Siras (played by Manoj Bajpayee), a
professor in Aligarh Muslim university. He worked in that university for 20 years and suddenly got suspended
because of his different sexual orientation. His intimate video with a rickshaw puller was released in the internet
which resulted in many protests resulting in his suspension from his job. After this a journalist Deepu Sebastian
(Rajkumar Rao) helps him and the court gives verdict in his favour. This film is in fact the best gay-themed film
in Indian cinema. Thanks to the directors like Hansal Mehta and many others, Bollywood has come to accept
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homosexuality as a serious mainstream theme. Some of the well-known filmmakers in the industry were
otherwise interested only in the “funny” portrayal of gay people. This film is more significant because it has
boldly represented the attitude, pressure, prejudices towards gay people.

3. Thimiru Pudichavan — 2018 — Transgender Character and Employability

In Tamil movie - Thimiru Pudichavan, director created a transgender character played by Sindhu, a transgender
actress, for his police tale. In this film given importance to create employability for transgender people. This
character was inspired by Tamil Nadu’s first transgender police woman.

4. Super Deluxe — 2019 — Transgender
Vijay Sethupathi played role as transgender character and his segment featuring his wife and son questions
gender dynamics and one’s basic freedom to choose who he or she wants to be.

5. Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan — 2020 - Gay Man and His Partner

This Hindi movie, directed by Hitesh Kewalya, portrays queer people in a more realistic and dignified manner,
although through humour. Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan is a story of Kartik Singh (Ayushmann Khurana)
who overcomes all the social obstacles to be with his lover Aman Tripathi (Jitendra Kumar). The main
characters of this movie do not hide their masculine and gay identities.

6. Thittam Irandu — 2021 — Genetic Disorder

Director Vignesh Karthik’s and writer to make a great message where we are not the reason for harmonic
and genetic disorders. Social responsibility of accepting people what they are but that is not the case
in these days. The film has Aishwarya Rajesh, Ananya Ramprasad, Subash Selvam, Paval Navageethan, Gokul
Anand and others in the crucial roles.

Art has the immense power to change and dictate opinions on social issues like divorce, violence, and identity.
When it comes to identity in Indian cinema, there has been a recent influx of LGBTQIAP+ centric movies
like Ek Ladki Ko Dekha Toh Aisa Laga, Badhaai Do,and Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan. Above discussed
movies focused on the identity issues like lesbian and gay albeit in a typical Bollywood masala style.

RECOMMENDATIONS

e Cinema was and will remain one of the strongest media for influencing peoples’ perceptions especially on
emerging issues of an ever-changing society. So it is the duty of directors to make films on the LGBT
subjects.

e Government also should keep tax free for this kind of subjects.

e Section 377 of the IPC by the Supreme Court on 6 September 2018 it can be expected that the filmmakers
would be able to make films on queer themes

CONCLUSION

Times are changing and thereupon sexual minorities are slowly finding an area in Indian cinema. As trans
people, their lives are extremely hard, there's tons of stigma within the society. The shift from negative to
positive representation of the “queer” in the films has helped to change the societal attitude towards the LGBTQ
community. Some of the young directors have challenged heteronormativity through their projection of gay
themes. The reaction of audience of these films also holds a touch of patriarchy. People are gradually becoming
sympathetic towards gay relations but still find difficulty in accepting lesbian or gay relationships
wholeheartedly. After the decriminalization of The films being popular can do a lot in bringing about the
necessary discursive changes in giving the LGBT communities their rightful place in society. Many people have
different sexual orientation but they are still in their closet because of the fear of discrimination heteronormative
society; they will come out in the open and claim their identities when the overall ambience in the society
changes. Films like Aligarh and Shubh Mangal zyada saavdhan capture the changing moments of a major social
transformation.
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ABSTRACT

We have come across cases of ragging, bullying of LGBTQ members very often in our society. Even after
having the transgender bill and decriminalisation of Section 377, LGBTQ members face discrimination in
our society. They come across rejection at home, school, workplace and all other spheres of their life .Most
of the LGBTQ remain in closet and some commit suicide. To end this discriminatory behaviour we have to
work to change minds right from school level. The data that is fed into the minds of the children,
remain forever. Teachers have the power to influence the minds and create a picture where people of all
sexual orientation and gender non binary co-exist peacefully. It is possible through the LGBTQ inclusive
curriculum where the children learn about LGBTQ, communities’ right from their child hood. We need to
know how the teachers perceived the need for LGBTQ inclusive curriculum at the primary grade. Thus the
researcher used qualitative approach in this exploratory study aiming to collect perceptions of teachers
towards implementation of LGBTQ inclusive curriculum at Primary level. The researcher uses blogging as
a reflective tool for collecting data from the teachers. The responses of the participant teachers was
analysed through the axial coding process .The teachers perceived implementation of LGBTQ inclusive
curriculum as something which helps in Overcoming psychological barriers, Achieving social justice
,/Accommodating. The challenges perceived by the teachers pointed towards Narrow mindedness as well as
inability to see relevance.

Keywords: LGBTQ inclusive curriculum, sexual orientation, LGBTQ acceptance

INTRODUCTION

Discrimination faced by LGBTQ

LGBT community in India faces lots of discrimination and harassment because of their sexual
orientation as compared to the heterosexual people. Be it home or school or even workplace we mostly
focus on the Women as a victim and completely ignore that even LGBTQ members face a lot of sexual
harassment. Being LGBTQ is perceived as sickness by many people in India.

According to an online article NEWS 18 (June 2021), Forced marriages as well as Corrective rapes are
witnessed in Kerala by many LGBTQ members and the sad part is that the parents of these kids get the
corrective rapes done thinking that their child will be heterosexual once they get raped. This puts many of the
LGBTQ members into fearful situations and some of them even fall into hands of tantriks, ayurvedic doctors
and pandits who call this as perversion and assure the parents that they can cure such behaviour.

At work place this community faces harassment in various forms like they come across homophobic
jokes or at times get insulted by the colleagues for being a member of LGBTQ community. This forces them
to hate their own self and isolate at the workplace. As per an online article, the International Labour
Organisation expressed that workplace discrimination affects not only the LGBTQ person®s economic status
but also the national economy. Small and medium industry associations and the trade union should work with
Government so as to address the discrimination faced by the LGBT community. (“End discrimination, frame
specific policies for LGBTIQ+ workers: ILO”, 2022)

LGBT community has faced so many fights for their rights violation. Their struggle began from the year
1991 where Aids Bhedbhav Virodhi Andolan exposed the facts about the violence faced by Gay
community to NALSA judgement where we have come across the landmark decision of legal recognition
of Third gender. Even though we have the Transgender bill however do we see this minority community in
the education arena or at the workplace co existing peacefully? This is something that cannot be ignored
and a deep discussion is required to address this issue.

There are many questions which may be raised for discussion .Do the homosexual members have the same
rights as us? Ask yourself if you are a Principal ,are you ready to accept an LGBT community member in
your college as a student or If you are an employer would you see the credentials ,talents and abilities of an
individual or the sexual orientation would be the main criteria for recruiting ?

Apart from the discrimination or hatred faced at home and workplace, they face discrimination even on
social networking sites. Abusive language as Gud, Chakka, baylya laundebazi, chakletpanthi, etc. puts the
LGBTQ members in humiliating situation. This is to the extent that the transgender members develop hatred
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called internalised transphobia which happens by seeing hatred for themselves in the eyes of others .For
homosexuals they develop internalised homophobia which comes as hatred towards self after being disliked
and hated by others .Further these sexual minorities either go into depression or they show suicidal
tendencies.

To save themselves and to survive in our society the transgender members suffer a lot .They need to be
binary for which they get gender surgery assignment .Also the homosexual members of the society
remain in closet as they are aware that they are treated as abnormal. One of the research stresses on global
closet and that around 83% of the worlds LGBT community members remain in closet and hide their
sexual orientation from all or most of them(Pachankis J.E ,2019).It was also mentioned that concealment lead
to anxiety, substance abuse, depression and makes one more vulnerable to infectious disease.

According to an online article on Deccan herald.com which mentions about a research study by IPSOS
research 2021, approximately 17% of Indians identifies as LGBTQ+ community however the numbers may
not be accurate as most of them choose to remain in closet. (Verma H, 2022)

School Experiences of LGBTQ Children

LGBTQ students face discrimination in the form of humiliation and bullying at school. One such case was
mentioned in an online article India.com, when a class X student of a school in Haryana*s Faridabad ended his
life after he suffered harassment from his schoolmates. The school kids abused the student by calling him
homosexual. (Shaurya, 2022.) There are many such cases where heterosexual students are not accepting
towards the homosexual kids. Another similar case was seen at Gopalpuran Chennai where a girl openly
wrote on social networking site about her first crush being another girl. Here the teachers called the girls
prostitute. Even the Principal instructed the girls to kill themselves .All this depressed one of the girls and she
committed suicide.

Teachers are expected to be more sensitive only then we can make great changes .In one of the online article
TheHindu.com,it was mentioned about one of the school in India have started sensitising students by
having a dialogue about homosexuality through different workshops. Teachers from this school allow
students to voice out their opinion on the laws related to homosexuality and opinion of children about it
.As per the recommendation of Meghna Mehra, All-India Queer Association, it was mentioned that
teachers needed to be sensitised towards the LGBTQ members at the B.Ed. level. (Kumar & Bhanj, 2022)

Students of Primary classes are aware of their own sexuality as well as diverse sexualities. However the
teachers in Primary classes at teacher education level need to be aware of gender and sexuality Further
they need to be well trained in making a dialogue with students on the theme of gender and sexuality. An
online article The Hindu.com critically pointed towards role of the Teacher Education institutions towards
achieving LGBT inclusion. It was stressed that Teacher Education Institutions are expected to train
teachers to create safe spaces and contribute towards creating safe and inclusive classrooms .Teachers
could be trained to design lesson plans based on the theme of LGBT inclusion. (Sarda, A., 2020)

There is a need for having safe inclusive schools which accept the LGBTQ students .The school
experiences of LGBTQ kids are traumatising for them .According to an online article Indianexpress.com, it
mentioned about UNESCO survey on school experiences of LGBTQ students in school.60 % of
transgender kids complained about high school experiences of physical harassment, 43 % students
expressed sexual harassment at elementary school level. Out of all only 18 % of students reported school
authorities on harassment faced at school. Children face lot of issues like reduced peer interactions,
depression and anxiety. (Tulsyan, 2021)

The recent policy NEP 2020 recommended of providing "equitable quality education" to transgender and
girls student. The policy expected to have gender inclusion fund for better access of transgender kids but
completely ignores the school experiences of LGBQ kids. The policy misses to note the UNESCO survey data
where LGBTQ students come across negative experiences in the form of getting bullied and become victim
at hands of heterosexual students. In the online article The quint.com which was related to NEP 2020 it is
suggested that kindergarden is a right age to have healthy conversations around sex and sexuality. This was
recommended as an aim to reduce bullying, social isolation and discrimination based on sexuality. (Sharma S.
& Babbar K., 2020)
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LITERATURE REVIEW

Exclusion of LGBT in Society

Homes are not safe for LGBTQ members. One of the gay men in Chennai feared that his family would be
abused, attacked and ridiculed after he came out as a gay men preferring male partner in Chennai.
However he felt safe due to the support of community organisiations .Swasti health centre mentioned in
a survey that almost 52.4% men faced violence, 55% of the men faced physical sexual abuse and 46.5
% of men came across emotional torture by their parents after being in the closet (Chaturvedi, 2018)

Even basic rights are denied to the transgender people in India .As per the online article by.
indianmasterminds.com, Palghar witnessed cases where in case of deaths of transgenders the local people
denied them the rights of cremation as they viewed this community as social outcast. Here the District
Collector of Palghar, Dr. Manik Gursal, worked towards the inclusion of transgedners by fighting back for
the cremation rights of transgender. (Goyal, 2022)

The Koramangala case has shown that the torture faced by the LGBT members begins at home. The
recent times of India article mentioned of one of the members of the lesbian couple who went missing
since she faced domestic violence from the father .Even after she complained this to police officials the
matter was not addressed .Finally she left home (TNN, 2017)

Another such incident of right violation could be seen when a transcouple was denied right to dignity as they
were not allowed to adopt a child .As per Newsminute.com,Akkai Padmashali and her spouse Vasu faced
discrimination when they struggled two and half years to adopt a child.Not only this Akkai had suffered
discrimination when trying to find a house on rent or get a bank loan. (Kurian, 2019)

LGBT Harassment and Bullying

LGBT harassment in India begins very early at school. In an online article The Times of India, it points towards
the ground reality of the LGBTQ students at school. 60% and 50% of the respondents in a survey said that
they faced physical bullying when they were in middle/high school and higher secondary school respectively,
while 43% of respondents admitted about being sexually harassed as a student in primary school. The
article stressed on the school authorities harassing the LGBT students. 18% of LGBT students who were
bullied as well as 53% of LGBT students reported incidents of bullying to school authorities who further took
disciplinary actions on the person who bullied.(Menon,2019)

According to another article Businessinsider.in, it is mentioned that nearly 70% of the Indian LGBTQ students
who face bullying face psychological problems like anxiety as well as depression, Students in primary
class face bullying from the peers due to which they are not able to focus on the studies. Regarding the cases
of bullying at high school as well as middle school we can witness almost 60% of the students facing
physical bullying. The article stressed on UNESCOs work on the LGBTQ students facing harassment, over
73% students avoid social activities as well as disclosing the sexual orientation.(Sindwani ,2019)

LGBT Discrimination is seen even at Kolkata where ten students were asked to confess that they were
lesbians. The students were made to write a letter which the parents of the students did not accept as they felt
that the students were blamed into signing the letter. The school justified saying that this action would
enable students aimed to come on the “right course”. This act clearly points towards humiliation caused by
the school as the students were singled out in the class. (Biswas P., 2018)

Bullying is an issue faced by LGBT student in day to day life .This was witnessed in one of the cases in
Tiruchirappalli when a 15-year-old student of a private school committed suicide due to constant bullying by
his classmates. The boy was teased for his manner of walking which the friends described as feminine. Due
to frustration the boy committed suicide .The parents of this child were not satisfied with the attitude of
school teachers towards the issue of bullying. (“15-yr-old Boy commits Suicide after Friends tease his
Behaviour as Feminine”, 2018)

Why LGBT Inclusive Curriculum?

According to an article on American Bar Association, school experiences of adolescent students can
impact the academic growth as well as social-emotional growth. Physical health as well as overall mental
well-being is also related to the school experiences .For the LGBTQ youths we need to have a positive
school climate as well as social and emotional support so as to achieve their full potential. Academic
motivation of the LGBTQ students is affected in case positive school climate is missing .This further
impacts on psychological health resulting due to feelings of disconnectedness and sadness .Not only this it
may also resultin suicidal ideation. (Bittker, 2022)
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LGBTQ students face issues at school which affect them psychologically. The students who belong to the
sexual minority groups generally face homophobia as they have no supports at their family level , among their
peers, as well as at their school .Thus they have greater risk of having suicidal thoughts (Espelage, Holt, &
Poteat, 2010; see also Eisenberg & Resnick, 2006; Hershberger & D*Augelli, 1995). To address the sexual
minorities we need to create safer environments and positive outcomes for the LGBTQ youth through the
Bullying prevention programs where discussions about sexual orientation and sexual identity can be
incorporated (Robinson & Espelage ,2011 ).

In a survey of LGBTQ and straight middle and high school students from California, it was found that the
students perceived the LGBTQ-inclusive curricula as a supportive curricula.Ilt made them feel more safer as
well as it created an awareness of bullying faced by the LGBTQ members at the individual and school
levels.

The literature review clearly points out towards exclusion faced by the LGBTQ in society as well as school.
The LGBTQ community face a lot of discrimination even when trying to avail basic rights. They face
harassment and bullying right from childhood .They also develop psychological problems like anxiety,
depression or even committing suicides. They need to get fair treatment like the other members in society.
The discrimination that they come across should be addressed through an LGBT inclusive curriculum. It
makes the students feel same and aware of bullying faced by LGBT students.

Theoretical Underpinings

LGBT students are the most marginalised ones in Indian context as we have seen them dropping out or
else committing suicides. They face issues like name calling, rumours, obscene notes, social isolation,
physical and sexual assault, and even death threats (UNESCO ,2012). Cummins®“ empowerment theory
proposes that the LGBT students who belong to the marginalised minority groups in India could be
empowered or even discouraged by peer relationships as well as interactions with their teachers. The theory
suggests that the school leaders are responsible in bringing practices such that the LGBT students could be
either empowered or disabled ( Cummins,1986).Thus the researcher thought of using this framework to
know whether how the Teachers as school leaders perceive the initiative of such a pedagogical practice of
infusing LGBT inclusive elements into the existing curriculum.

Objectives

e To analyse the perceptions of teachers towards implementation of LGBT inclusive curriculum in India.
CCTo provide recommendations for teachers willing to create LGBTQ inclusive curriculum for safe
inclusive classrooms.

Research Questions
What are the perceptions of Teachers towards implementation of LGBT inclusive curriculum?

METHODOLOGY: RESEARCH DESIGN

Here the researcher uses qualitative research method since the study aims to know the perceptions of teachers
towards implementation of LGBTQ inclusive curriculum. The researcher tried to present the need for
LGBTQ inclusion through the blog written on e- blogger site. Further a question was posed to know how
the teachers perceived infusion of LGBTQ inclusive concepts. The teachers could write their opinions as
well as perceived challenges in response to the blog.

Participants
11 teachers who are working at different schools of Mumbai were taken as a sample for the study.

Sampling technique

Due to availability of teachers convenient sampling was done .Random teachers were picked up to know
what the existing teachers think about implementing LGBTQ inclusive curriculum at Primary level. Also
Purposive sampling was used since the sample was deliberately identified as teachers since if the teachers
perceived the implementation of LGBT inclusive curriculum at Primary level positively they would
contribute their best towards creating a safe environment through the LGBT inclusive curriculum.

DATA COLLECTION: TOOL

A blog was used as a means for connecting with the teachers as the research subjects and to generate
opinions in the form of data. The researcher wrote an article based on implementation of LGBT
inclusive curriculum and posted it on the blog page .As the researcher planned of raising an opinion in most of
the teachers who come across the article, so at the end of the article a thought provoking question was
posted by the researcher. The researcher thought of using a blog as a tool for data collection as it has
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always been an effective tool for identifying perspectives, biases, and reflective findings. Blog as a tool for
data collection helped the researcher so as to provide the teachers freedom to express their opinion on a
very controversial topic and this was possible more on an online mode rather than offline face to face
mode. Also the researcher used a blog since it was possible for the teachers to comfortably express their

opinions in the online mode for such a topic which has not been discussed earlier.

DATA ANALYSIS

The responses of the participants collected through the blog were analysed using axial coding

Themes Constructs/Codes Participants opinions
Overcoming Identifying biases “Unless education system includes success stories,
Psychological inspiring life journeys, or even day-to-day activities of
barriers queer people, the citizens of the next generation will

not have a chance to think about their immoral biases
towards certain sections of the society.”

Working on mind- set

Developing Equality

“Including these in the curriculum, will start a

dialogue about the rights of this community and

encourage students to develop an open mind-set

towards changing their perspective to create a truly
equal societal structure.”

“Including these in the curriculum is the need of

the hour so as to create right perspective about

LGBTQ in the minds of students.”

It is difficult although not impossible to change the
mentality of people I think the right step would be give
them the due representation in movies, ads, TV, and
school curriculum as well

Moving towards
Acceptance

“In a country like India, one is bound to face some
conservative thoughts but let's focus on the bright side
that acceptance isn't far away. It takes a small initiative
to go a long way.”
“Acceptance is the road to all change"'.

Feeling closeness

Normalising people coming from different sexual
orientations or gender identities are important. Once we
normalise it, they won’t grow up to see it differently.

Mentioning LBGTQ in curriculum will establish the
sense of belongingness and sense of familiarity in the
people.

Achieving Social
Justice

Protection of rights

“This community have right to live with dignity and
pride, hence they shouldn't be punished because of the
ignorance of many.”

I personally feel it is a great idea to not only share
knowledge about this community but we can give them
their rights and the respect they deserve

Respect their identity

In the same manner it’s very important to make them
understand that LBGTQ community is no different than
them and every single individual deserve the same
dignity on this planet.

Humanistic approach

This article highlights the importance of imparting
education in such a way as to make global, humane
and responsible citizens out of little children, the ones
who will respect and accept differences

Making students  as
change makers

Teaching them while they’re young is crucial

because they grow up to change the world.
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Catering to the needs I believe that schools should educate kids about

Accommodating LGBT+ individuals and issues, not just because they

are a vital part of society, but also because the

LGBT+ population has challenges that must be
addressed.

Platform to voice There should be scope of LGBTQ in our education
system so that everyone can openly feel free to
express their own identity.

Challenge in Narrow mindedness as an| But there is also a disadvantage; still today many

implementing obstacle Indians have narrow minded thinking which may not
LGBT inclusive have courage to accept the truth.
curriculum Inability to see relevance | Examples in the textbook should be added but it will

have major obstacles considering how in India there

exist restrictions for same-sex couples to adopt a child.

Hence, the example here can be considered irrelevant
cause it’s sad how it’s not allowed in India

CONCLUSION

The study helped the participant teachers to perceive the implementation of LGBTQ inclusive curriculum
as something which helps in Overcoming psychological barriers, achieving social justice,
Accommodating. The challenges perceived by the teachers pointed towards Narrow mindedness as well as
inability to see relevance.

IMPLICATIONS

For Teachers
e Teachers can read literature to know about the need for LGBT inclusive curriculum in today*s context

e Advocacy programs can be organised by teachers so as to change mindset of people and achieve LGBT
acceptance in Indian society. The reason is that teachers are the most influential members of the society.

e Teachers need work towards developing the skills of designing lesson plans and worksheets based
on LGBT inclusion.

e Teacher can join learning communities where LGBT inclusive lesson plans can be shared.

For Administrators
e Administrator need to organise workshops for parents as well as teachers so that these stake holders
develop acceptance towards the LGBT inclusive curriculum.

e Administrator must equip library with books based on the LGBT inclusive curriculum so that teachers can
design lesson plans to achieve a safe school climate for the LGBT students.

e Staff training should be conducted so as to create a safe climate in the school for the LGBT students.

For Curriculum Developers
e Textbook writers need to develop a handbook with lesson plans infusing LGBT
inclusive elements in the existing curriculum as a support for the in-service teachers

e Curriculum developers should bring in a component of LGBT inclusion across all the disciplines as a
separate subject might not be taken with right attitudes
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I Heaa [aRad  ‘Plalee & HleaHdd ad a1 FHGT THTT SRIETd Jre e Juargdf
Vededl THT JHfI Heki YgdNdid gedle@id a1 HIU $aduiaR SRR UHIRT Tl
fiete Yua, 39 IRRAY), MS-e 3=ft Id Wifde @ T U RR A1 990, yiafis
ST Bied 3R AU 0], JTeiedre! Yo 7 UH0, TTINRY ‘3MUe AHUR, Hless YuR’ FHofid
I A Tehel USadl 81 AISIRIad doul Sagdl ®dl. I U, aicied, faymg giar SuRdd Th
¢ A1d T 314d, 3 fiopd el ARl & TaTel SR SiTefell offes Sies pram it X, et
T9d 1 ARG, HIaHe TREId AR dedi= JHER ST SR THSld blaast seRRad
aﬂﬁﬁﬂwﬂﬁ“@ﬁwaﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ%mﬁwwmw Pialee & T
FIEaIde! T Id. gmeia qafert aaar a1 femuraie dedian dTor JTaT ArTdl. dTerd Som=T
TII UIgH el Ub UG, AT AT URITaR ARl 3101 IO, “Hie 9T, G Urige 3fcR 3
Y0, TIHARET IS ATl HRTE Ulfge?(3¢) T BT Ge Hle,dId d1d, Wic s 3dl'(3¢)
dIg=aT HUTCTd UIaeR, ShiH 30, Jg- Afufiear Al s MR S0l SEdl WHUIehTd Had HRU gal
GTHUR S AT JBIABT TV BT §al? & Uhadl Tetet 3¥d. YoV 3fisiae Sty fhrgd PR
FTald 313 3 HRd ATeld, YoV IRT WHUTDTd 3Tl RN 6HRd Aleld, Y dierdl Uraer drdd
TEId...JaTITaT ek g3y SSMR! ST, NG, ad Se-l Ugl ARER Y9N I8d Aleid, Iy
RMeSaTeA g el U3 ded §9d ATeld, 3= 3Hd M Hell deM TR TS
AT TS Bl ( HSABR:2¢) S T WU, 3dh AT -iapidds YRUMHT Uy faRums, &g quar
TId TRUIR] ‘DIEIeC &' 81 PIGas] a-1d a1 FHIC UHT dRd HTaay SeTeUUl ST TS q GRIGUIRT 311G
TIg g g, fofguar-arauard! iaeuR wardd 3fg. 3MUedl YRR HAM=AT Aol §ldhl Tal
TEFUUIURIA SUMad SRIdTd Ul T dd HRUATE Hidhes AN AdTd. QMBS Sia-de ThT g
3O i SNTIaud TYH I gRiad SAd. - ad 94 {0 Tha IRe Ui g1gard guT a=aar
T Hell ST B ATeId. HYUA Ad, ‘D FUAH Hl Sd HUTH g9d gidl. Wil dRaR 4G od
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g T PURIq HUS Bigd TR Aae 0T AR Wa:al Sferae. HERUIGAET Aar elad Fear,
Wd:d IRR e 3 Ufgeiar Agresd. B 6 RS Bldl o Blold Hedd A, ( Pedd ¢ ) Uil
AU 3 YUY HISIugRIST Urdtebiel, il SMYR-UHTE TR dFTd, drd Y HIGeR! ad. g
e~ urad SNfoT SMTUe Ut Ifd el SiaR SUad. SUedTal B died & 30l Tued] T T
] RHd G HRUT o GHY hd ATeId, o1 a0 Jd U1 318, I-d! S8101 S elld ol d
AigaHT fadd. a o e 81 & ot USTRRE U GUIRI, TRaR]ed S{URT  H-d! herdd
3TE. ATAT GgTeHT a8 UTdeh i B9 gxaedMR Udherd Afgad, JiaHM, Sahedd, Wa:al S g
ST ST URIYHRT GF 8T dRd RR Teia 3R 38, 90l Il 9101 SFSeard
VA1 TSd. 99 AT aR 3ol a1 iR af (did Jax U9 FRdl.  SRUuT= URUNRS HedHl
BRI SIS Il 1 Tl OR Aedl. Fel Aig=aiHl Sgeliare! ARl 399 Ya=a1 Jardrar (g
mmwmmmﬁmwmﬁwm fom Ar faeed
4e Sila Y= IR1d TUH Yad giard. foa Wadd! WUy es fae * tRYSET 8Td 4 U3 S, Gl
IO Y TEGE VA ST, YU e W SSTREd SHUe R MY e & BRI Aot e
T OF QA e 3d. T FHfel, e gerit Sf1for a9 eIl HIsT US> 31 g1 AR
IS didhcdl aigd. A RITAT T $lel HSUS U -4d aNe! 35 deid YSuSdH!
feqda. aae S/ g, AT HIF TROT 3Ted, i g8l Bl 3HTg Il BR AT [daR diid 3/ Hulta!
T, ST WA BT 3R TR G SdTd. AT ol HYF Id d7gT faaR 318 a1 Tadb!
& DI Yosd o) HULH6 A, BT WU, I Tl s SIS HRIg [daR.. dl BT 3T HOmard
e ARl Ol Wi Fed T O R SRa® ele 39 3MTe! Wles TATqedTdd Jfgal.(
HeAbR0) YA GWd 7 Ud el AT ST DISl Had HIUR § faer 38, d=or=m ol
USTHRE WU &nﬁwwa%ﬂwﬁnma‘rq%crﬁaw T et swvar IRIRG wlawre qum=at
T IERIT] Hlo! A YUTd did. 0T UsTRe DeRead JuHd N dTd 3fay HIaiay g
THUIRT Ihe JAMHT Tal.  SUHR SUIG 3 1 Fafor srogr g=1 4o 8. iR
IO JTURT Vg Tehal g0 THSH BaY dTed. HIgartd siiied g 9 i it sioftar srqom=a
TR Uhd deaes IH T UIGUIR ®iidhd! U 38, I UHTl SIS HIderid  =arre HETuft
FHRUGTA UG THCIBRUl el 3R, T TSR IAd UM e AIYATE, TSaBIe! Thd Seied]
TN FATEROT AFRTGAT 70T 9o aid ISR = Ad. a7 et Iaa 93 a1 Ui S,
SR ST HRISrar § THfeih Sited i foddd Hed. siRarar Ygdrid 3=R1 dcbdesidl TRl a1l
qied. Thd T3 UHHBIRN Tiee i QSR PO 3{IRaH dled. UuT aredl ey dred Arel. df Wural
A T S S X 3T T, MR 3T R ey By oH. TR Ul Wl JarRan bl dreaa
T TG 3Med ol BR W, FaH O wa: diFr Iy &d 3Me- 3Med a4’ (Hedd:30)
TTa<a freRr § ®Y- qad, ia, Fafa srroarar sidfaew, Immfse Fdy 89 srewR 3drd ar
3L I PRON 8. 3 ARG , YIS dIdhe! v i1 Faf1 @™ STl dsd
3T TS {0 HRUATR TRl e, SRGHAT aled. U Wdd SN STd’ B HRITUd JHISd
3TIAT HTH TR T WIHR @ral, aidudt Td off of & F Iaodaiiia gave I ey sfor
a7 FIueH, 3id B, 3T o BT HRE 3foiard a=adl HIRI -4, ‘300 WSS ZaR SHURE drg e
Urea U1 faaRi= TR Tl 84T (S eahy:34) 3 SMHUU I SRGHT FiTdl. TRl ST U=
UOTd WidaR geradl, 3aed JHYEd IUIRT - 099 3T g1 idTdl RRAT &3 UTgal. 3Mae
VR Yaxdl g1 HIoNg! 3dY, i, fdpd 33q 74, Ad FUUUN , TRSUUN 3R T IrATS! =t
a3 Ao a9 daR 3dl, § 9d [ sgiay dfffes Sfiesd SRyum=a1 A0l aTo oaawT
GRacHTET [daR TSR 3 UIfdYd e 3lg.  URARIREAT YUY GRITT ST gidhdl Ufadg
frer R @ 3 3P YbRe i Ysufed Yl b Ui Rd WeR b

i TRY, T HETHR T fdhar g CeHcHy) 1EA1 3T HHISHE A HUIHRBA™ BHlg!
I A R TS D10 THUIR  S1aT! G A&H0TT , SIDTIR AR Tl THTAT AR I &1
US[qY dlce, aral HFARIRAN 3R A Uifesl (GeadhR:3¥) IRPfdd gxad HRUR  d-09d ©
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Ry AFdt iR Teadt HRum sraR=n ARl IW IGUR HeaU Mg, I a1 gt
AT SiiafayigR AFd SeuiE 9 81 B, U1, Houn, g usyd a1 i STYR T,
maawmmmw,wmaﬁw WHR a1, T U dide
Y I ol Slld. ... I THA AR 3dd R d R YIS BIUR 6!, TS[STSIQT fabell =l ORI
firogt PiresT DISHR Sred ¥18d 2. fores 3 RawAR Heet gei- gef @ﬁaﬂaﬁ%qu
RIS 7 el WA TH VR Wi TR, ST IS TRUGH R THTE I&T G iR o
&dl gid. Hes=l HATHT STl Yl IS Igardt ot gict. Rvreien IW UK fors gid. &l Fireifawit
mewﬁmﬁwwmmwmmwaﬁww
DY A5 AR (HSADBRR) DBIGaRId TRHY G581 G581 AUR '3l STl UhHeh -1 Sleid GRaaeiel ol
&1 T ST SIHAAL.’ (HSABRR) & HYF A aqqul 301 TAd: Jduur sATal Agd 3™ FHaia
BT IUA AT Ul AT GeTfaaRT Sdd aRerd- Hisull o,

NS 3 Ul Ad Bt Ao Wt TiRAFdN- RERfAes dfie srevorer smofa=n
TS 3 dgldy oo siiew Snfor <ifies Sl sraum=n AFdl Sagr U=ferd  raebrid

ST g3 § e wifde foin, it Muffva dfftear enfor fiimua afeagR Iaeda 9d AmFd!
YT AT SMIfvrard quie Sfifor Slaesarst aiiidhRul &xdl Ud ATe),aldhe a8l U 37Tg.

3R, 31T, fapd 3Xd AIEId, 3 SHURRAT bl 3T

-0y ATacids U offier 3iesd SRIUR Faoiul § Tl 3107 goW i fiaHIgd S1ar Siedl Siiad
HealdT 9 A ol Uifgel ST i O o UHR 3fgd AT Gaauul 9 idqol SHTugT
Al e UTfes], S HaRITIRad &1, 81 e faaR e SHTUTaT 3iTe.

He: W

o THATYR, S, (R008) LRI, &R UHIRH, HIegIIR.

o Pidcs, FRIeUT Ro3¥): o Sttt gartt, Mar UbTeM, SRTaE .
o PSAPIR (Ro08): PIEI &, Hiol Heb1=H, T,

o HgISH, BiAdIR0%3 ): fH7, IASTEH UebT¥H, SHTUTd!, Ul .

e  Shahani, Parmesh (2020): Queeristan, Westland business,Chennai.

T fFraasTiee
o THeY WUIMAIRERY): ‘Faadl dardd dale, F47oT (&l dd  uaase- Higd),des faamdis,

Tas, 9 o, 3fd oy,
HeH: weTeITe
o 3RNH AqHl, T AGTdl AT, T PRG0N, SfHd AT Has Mg, & S[H 03¢ .
e https://www.loksatta.com/chaturang/lingbhed-bhram-amangal/ashok-row-kavi-article-1696829/
o (Hhd RYBN UT - 3 IHTRE 0
e Dr Das Liss (2021): Fluid Gender: Beyond Transgender identities.
e https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1B7UVrSap8&t=1101s (ﬂ% RISBTY e — 32 e R0RR)
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YR ¢8 Afgdr sad 3vb faRId dad v re=my sar

UT. Jolk1d IR1S
AT YU JHEIIYAET ATaeTad, 3o

dEIR

SEeE e TR Ul Wt ST GRW A1 GF g dhd oid. W JHSTHE $lel
geh et et g1 §1e Yl sraeard fdgd dd. Wurl TEre! Aol IRRM Tl 3T ARSI gy
TS TS Ol dgd e UdTd. Ug TS, 4 SNfOT HTae T e dfiies 3eaRur W A
PR, 3G e gext ol AIRYHUE FR1d ANTd. IS 31 LGBTQ JHEMIe HHaddl Goll
AIHRAT ST 318, YR GSxfed HaH 300 7 W Iiedl AHTdaIe! Golidl AHRd gid. TR HIaaH
el fiegTst LGBTQ TGl GHTSTHE &1 WIhRd Alel? § SATHUITE] Wd bl 3.

TG

fawm e SuahT wil-geuimeia gosl i yuiar deY SuarTa! el SITd gidr. S &t diet S1fl
TEARNS T GHRT T TSl GHRTT %G SHARTSdl 81 Xed ThITNTed Yadbrl Savidld
RG] ST, BT Wea JAM e FeHdid ofiie Iahedd ui- HRUINITS! aTiRal Siidl. aagadral
HITH FHAMSG Ay SHTRTG Oid do Td. S9Rie diiie JeuidR 941 giauR HEq fafew
JYTEddId] UekilgR SR dlad o, Ray draeer=a e 39 A7 Yffordl AeR Fidar YRy gidl.
I GeTeT WAdbId SIeld B feg Hiay YT Jeard e, SRTSAT ST gl el
R FYBTHH Hod gTddl. SiegT Gd ST G0 YRdTdd o1 ST doiRaRe 4T UiieT SHiiard
3T, a1 Yo aeqa ficht onifor paRrgRIaR fafay veRean ufaan feuar. 4, ga, &, ST, BT, iG],
ﬁwﬁnmmmﬁﬂﬂmﬁwﬂmwwﬁammm
ST MY quIeddTd! Hraal 3fufiics T Mo JHTS feftd HFa. gpq@'mw MY U dod
UfHT UehTd Jobt Sieeied de ST S e RIRRe HaTdia UrdAmg SHfon et dfeedia YR PR
3 TfoT ot ST[e S a1 UidHT sfieesard uuT qHfer T Teei deunT ST queddral Isasdi]
ST e GHURT Ieed o YRdTde! WieRd 8.

TN Tgelt

Q) RN SRIAST - TRd MY YISt TS T SFATUTHS MY SRRISATAT TR BT AT

3Te.

R) T AHATUG - i) TAHS T Aha - PRI, i) 320 77 Idhad - g Tk, TR U,
fafay deTS e ST qivg! AT AR IR fawaTean Yeuid 72 G- HRudd 311 T8,

3) YRNYH UGd - URdd MY MEiara! Tondd I=Ne gl ariR SRudrd e T8,
TN YT I

?) LGBTQ T TG 37 S{1gTul/ A Hul,

?) LGBTQ TR GHETET FHISIRIRAR €D 31T HRul,

3) LGBTQ JHEHITHT A §a% AIHRUIRT HRAIT &8 Aigddid Had 30l STy,

¥) LGBTQ TG JAaa-I e QT YA 31T,

faware faxewor
TeARs YHierd TAMgIR URTT <3 Wfigad Had 30 SRITUAE SrqedrT gfaddrg HRum=r A1
PHISSRM AT LA/ TSRS TH SO TS 1311+ ATaaRHR SHfed aTddb-T dball. 2C&Q
UG GUOE SEUAT SRERE 39T T AFUR $EH 3l ST TS SR, THRATRT
WWWWWWWUWWWWW BIE R IREREE]
S R arfhd e, BT § HAH HRAT TAUTTRAT HaH 9%, 24, R SN 2 3fcia g4t fadean
Tayd G I HRUR 8. Had 3o o JAMHT IHe@M sy HaHa @
TR ]/TSH TR IRGUIT] BT 3SYS Td 3R] HRUMNAG ol garare! g wRars
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FROAT 3MTEl BT WEHd AISThai-t dex dhal. aud AMdl §ad ATGRUAd TRad- 3@ ATl
e feridhg godl SRMIGR JARHT TG YITd 813 &l Jayd YeRE Ieciad
DHRUGTST T 3HTSTa ! SRR T YT HRIdT AT 3T,

frepd
2)@3@@%WWWWWWWWWWW
VGG

R) ¥ HIRE 030 el GeamH fa¥g URA IRHRAT Ag@yUl FHId T Jrowt ST GeHId D
SHIYBR T DT,

3) TETg™ At e faRtra Sres iurdid) dfie wdt Beard T S=18Y fbar ggr aufeh fRren
UTY ARG HRUATT ST Bl

¥) i STeaiReTe T Uef fohan sicger HGUTaTar ATHR Sffd AT SRd oR ATURIH i1 TR&0T SUTRT
PG IUTY 38 YUl Sicssiqull gid -rgl.

W) ARG 3Hbal Uit didhe U ThRI UH SIdl Ad ATgl, BRUN 3ol HaHes [USIdIaRs!
PHRATS BIUgTE! Hich Blc HRUT ST el ATgl.

&) 3 ISP 1T el FH I = farturd YfireT edel gia.

o) FHIEHT ARG fIAETIE! T TR 3T, BRI UAH@NITS! aR BT NGHENIeG A
LGBTQ HHISIT Il ATal.

¢) BT 30 TE AT JYUT LGBTQ THTSITET Sie[H dad il < Tesaes AT gl ATe.

Q) Wi Pici= MeTaraR FYul THEM™Te Jucid 5qul SMEMIE® 3 AT AHIS faRIemT JeH!
C2UETJ USRI

R0) YRAT fqarg FHROY, MMOT MU THS SSIGRIE GEHTA HRU! T ANRidh gamiaed foTe!
LGBTQ TGS JHTSITh g1 A=A fHesTat -rgh.

92) 3bl0 HAH Tad FHARTHRITE &fd BidT 81 TRYAS a1 AT AFd g9 T faR1Y Bl SITd g,

SU™a
o sfera guTa T HIeHRUT! SHSTau dHat Ifgs). LGBTQ WHETT FHTSE faHT
Uch 3g WUH M TVDHGT didl WPR g0 TRord 3Te. URa dfqumrdia fafay axgdl=n
TERYAP WIHR T LGBTQ THEHI®G PIUIG] SMUHAMSHS Hd Hee 1. JaTHIET TRAT 30T
fafay 9mfoTe d@d@™ LGBTQ YHGHTAl THMNIGS! e A3 & HRU TRold 3. R
AT T4 FHTSTE <A1 &d 3R U LGBTQ TGN EWHMIT & JPER 03¢ i faiedr
QfcreTies FepTarar aft T B0 STa=a 3MTe. SRIaaT faar fararat fawmof, figor sfdr s
IR deeft JauHaRS S (3ict fSREpfiedl) ®REl $94 LGBTQ IHerl = faan uifgwl.
ﬂa%lﬁm%ﬁwwﬁﬁmwmwm&ﬂ%wmww HUl HEdTd
AR
HAd 30 AT AHI@S YRl Jafel il gIeie’ Igerml § 30 HgHTarges HRdaa™
gedid Jayd SiebTiid SHMTA HUBRYe foded gHlar gHfe Ierran sfteRreR gRomd
ST, Ve HTd 7 FHRoGMT SR, aafaads MuHaddT ER, SRuamE SR, W= SfeR Sfr
SR ISR TMURL dfTd e Mg, HAH 300 g HTedHoR FHARTEwAT 81 6T 7 33adl &l gaxl
R AFGEd HACRIRTT R fHeTd 318 IR AT JHTSITd THH ol d IHH aRTud 3oe!
fHeaTell AT BT ¥R Mot JHTSI 3T
waH
o XIS HHC, BIMDI AT, AT HETo 0N Tl AaTicd, (R03W), I SIS 3 & SIS o, FaH
YR TBTIRI.
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o HHA B GIbHH, Gd, T, (2012), TSR Sfdefegsm 1 fean T ¥R 37 ¢ Widrrsh 3it
TRIRT, SIGH: SYP s Ric! U, 272 U8,

o TTHAHR fAord- (R02Y) feiTT e ord. THSIRIRG fauTT, fRramsh fdamdic HieeTdR.

o g3 ofia, YFTad fIggd- (RooR), AT T TEH, Srws ufstdher go.

o STUHA 3T, (2008), R KT HUG, SHqhls JHERIcT. U fiahe.

o I HISH YbIS Fid RUIKE 2000 F 2019 WG AP TRIRY =1 A1ffep rgarel.

HHawIes

e https://marathi.latestly.com/ special-for-lesbian-gay-bisexual-transgender-and-queer-people-learn-the-
history-of-this-pride-month-257227.html

e https://mr.wikipedia.org/wiki.

e https://www.aajtak.in/ what-is-lgbt-community-and-what-is-means-of-q-lesbian-bisexual-gay-queer-
intersex-tedu-587255.

e https://www-loc-gov.translate.goog/lgbt-pride x_tr_sl=en&_x_trtl=mr& _x_tr_hl=mr&_x_ tr_ pto=sc.
e Kamala Bhasin, (2000).Understanding Gender, New Delhi, Kali for Women.

e Kamala Bhasin, (1993),What is Patriarchy, New Delhi, Kali for Women.

e Jane Pitcher and Whelahan, (2005) Fifty key concepts in Gender Studies, New Delhi, Sage Publication.
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LGBTQIA+ HYGRITY §F ST YRATT JHTS SAaRIT TidT JHTIRIRATT 3T

S1. gt gaiy URTa
ARG [GHTT, TR G4 TERTeHT Hicsl 3101, Jag

2. URATaT

T TR Yefddd Sqerar R 819, weu amdt g 9 f3ur usara. 9 sfieardt 9qem,
o] e 101 et qger. a1 fo-g! SR Sald S HedlRia™ Jdl FHTSEl $ary
qui@Tes ST ATal 0T § YUid YR 3115 RN AT G FHTSIT AT Ud 3115 <l 7G0Tl LGBTQIA+
Y. LGBTQIA+ UM RSTH, T, STIaRISd STI01 Craviex. dlal 9T Queer IT3T Q, Asexual T3
A, Intersex T3 | Gﬁﬁ[g—w + Slied S

I afeaae

TH Tl F1) ARING T ARG SHIHYT 61 gasl Tl S,

‘B’ JHANTH

TH T8 T IRRH U1 [&Hds STy S,

‘G’ SUIfertt

-
TIIoie) ST bl 3fieswd feimmRit gid fobar feit sif¥reet sd: fAfgd gia.
Q-Queer

a&ﬂl;%mw&rﬁu%rmw&ﬁmo—cﬁaﬁﬂ 3 B TR A Y U0l W BT S0} Sl
I U1 g,

I- $ERER
I IO ST SO TURGATE TP fobel 3 SIS ofiter IfRINY sRyedT & favayor R fdrar
a7l a1 IRUR S Ahed-=aT dTgR S,

A- 3ART® (Asexual)

T A B YUT St 3RTd fohar 9q. < Tay FmATor Hruam= 531 8id e,

B
%&mwwmﬁaﬁﬂéﬁmsﬁw&mw&@a@mmwww

R. UMY 3P

?. LGBTQIA+ TG 31T HUI,

R. LGBTQIA+ TG gadbidl 3R HRU.

3. U9 HRAT JHSIaRIT I AFaddl 89 gad &I rd fafdhdid 3eaa HRu.
3. MY Ugd

3.2. RN RTEST
TRd [N FEUrTS! quiHTES T Savundd SRNe JRIGSITE aTiR HRUATd 3T 317G

3.3, YA UBR
iy T=NeH UG aTIR WS S-ATHS d UMD GRNYA TG el 1ok HRUgTd ST 3G
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33, Agafaas
RIS AT TS UG Hoqd A1 FMas UGl aR $H& HEldeemdid oy UTeTgam e
HARG! U3 T Heber HIUATA 3Tl

3.¥. dW YHd (Data Collection)

i) UTfie qu dead

AT, Yo GYTdei <1 HIEHIgH Hifgdl Yebierd BrudTd HTel.

ii) qh pa

TaH T, AIRID, Sex-c, YRMYATHS 0d SIG dT aTUR H& dud A (eld HRUFTd ST,

¥. dgifas esieA

LGBTQIA+ THGMA §d T URTT THSTSITRIT S1RId ST "I dferdadr Rigid darad
g0 g gl dfaddl LGBTQIA+ THerd fagd Id. o¢d, AN, Sral Il fasrarar g=&d
YRR Suilaydd dfad ¢dd 3redrd a&md Id. WUH i1 JHIST=Al G- YaTeld  SHTO0are!

4. LGBTQIA+ JHGHTA §FP

A SR favar 4o 5 U s1oarendt il YRR I USdiestll d JedaTu- dhdl AUrIal
A IS G S FGRI® gehidl Tisul ded a1 Igarmdt U d §a% IR Ay naryul
fIRANUr FRUTT SfTd SR, WHIIe fdRNe gehie AIHURT (Population), ¥ (Religion), THFT
(Equality), STa-TRIae 30&T (Life Expectancy), BTN HId®! 8d% (Housing Ownership), THEAET &
(Suicide Rate), HTHIRSTH FRET (Public Pretention) 8 ¥cd YHIUIYT O AraToid Rd a1 Iggr
W& Ad 1, T TG Albae HHT 317, TRUTH § T Tha S A6 dal Il gahidl ad
TR, JHT, AHToIS gol, TS YRET el Q& WMl faaR &1 a1 99erd S fRigurman
YT T8, TT RI&UTeRIR difAd Rieful, saraaie uiRier arered 81 Yqar dfud s ey Adl.
R G 3IHTd d METd SaedT dfSaoid 8 dral §a Aal. Td® WRIaR 819 aiud Hesd
3 I GG 3cdgdd FH0Ts! fagH Id.

ar ﬂﬂ;{n%m?ﬁ B o Ry gURuarTs! Imifsie Adeie gedidia ¥d gced Ui HRugrl Il
Badh 3.

IS FoRie gedhiaRiar e Rt I Frgl snife Adie e g oM. o a1 Y=
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HEE A Hddd SR HUMSTAT HERIF 3. R SWRIad GF faFueid oM
JUHYFHUD! Teh U IhH QRIS 37101 T IUFUS THR M TR,

MWWWW%WWWWWWWWW
femger T vaciie! TR e faud. Iarexund, ‘FIRE!, 4T, “3iferTe, R My, ‘Piele &
ST R YHHTA SATGT JGY, qUTS ar, <feTe B SMREY, T TSH B @1 ot TG e B
femUe g 4R (Main Stream) WaTgTdId fgdl femue 3ied. Wwwﬁaﬁnﬁmsﬁmmﬁv%aﬁ
THT [AiGd dieeid Sl HugTEl Uad g U dxdrd. Wavifadbd, HYidild ar U sisd
M$Wmmwmwmaﬁa§mmmmmmwmﬁaw
e

3. IWIad EYCiqT WHR SUM=T UE Fiflg R 81 G TR dad, IR HeaHaT i HTa! dosl
JEHFATINA ARGSH, T, TR AT TTaoieR a1 Al sfieswidr a4 o=t fegeidt I
Jemd 3 e, & aegfRudt reRfad . grdeyid i dffte siiew srum= Sy avidia
wmﬁﬁwmﬂ%@a BHRUMAT 3JshH FeRAT SHTO1 FIedt Gt AT FoAueian $udrg ol

3. UE 9IS ®IF § I E dfie siiewie Muffid gid 81 gg1 el g=it=n smuare &
IaRd e HaIF 38, TS UER Juideiaiid AHifvie M a1 foueyT ge ad
181, 3N urdedtadial fire ST SfOresdl 81 YeTe! 3Uare TS dl UTHARHUI, HUTHhTAT SR
BRYT Ye Ud ATe!. fhagHl, Ui IGUIHM, FHIS® TR AT SIS &l Tieiel YRS d&Td ad,
R fafqy <dfire siesdl St umt 3T & arc™l I Ao I Suarerdd dey airesdn
THe 3N 3 foud. sfereadid bR RRu aremit dfffe ddy srqom=ar fRemarearan
ATHHT A 3ieswEdT YaY Saad e 3178, T THUT SHUTHH AT Ua-d 81 Gl fo-dew@rdl 3Tg.
7 R el qeltae o afgsq YR Heed aferd Sryor anfor firar wm STeror 3o, e
THUT HYUHIT SAHIRTT TSUI=T TSHIS T HHid Hew@id RIF 3R [Gud. AT qHToiD
R ffed SO 1, o, o g fafdy R, =i Afsa SRvR Sfor IRERIAT $euR
TJaRiey Fe TAYd oQid 9eMu0l PR Id 3Ted.  SIdatl a1 ATHISG WRidbRUl HRu=]
et i axa iF e siiew ST i< SISl Toufe sHasad sfaRfad
PO T FIelt T RS SUaIGId AU Uddd [Gud. “Geeli Puchhi, the short film on
Netflix anthology ‘Ajeeb Dastaan’ talks about caste, sexuality, privilege and patriarchy in a powerful way”

(Roy 2021). § Td G RITHIRN FATEd St SAdbeeriddar G SeiRRId HRUR 31Te

A= TFUU 3RRAT Bid. 1 == . Ry gi=an SI6fH 31Ul SUT IEUIRT Y Aeedd ARt
3T M BTd raadl MbeR! yard 0. RRY @1e; Xehd Rid 3T Y soad e 3. A 84
. R geamyfa e dffie 6y 39 wdTd 81 Jg Hic SUareieT offg. ard=r, HTEa=,
AT YBR T YheT-ian GRRT 0T JreamRil Siee! Terel fafRmy wmamfore RiFH0ad gyurdeiar
3{TOTOTR g A SIRIad Trefafiar 3refquf o,

JIRST 10T ‘Honeymoon Travels Pvt Ltd’ REgerar s/gale #RdT IaRd 9d  FaFueme
AR/ ST/ CFAeieR UT & UIEHfARe OT 3fed. ITeRund, FT-eT (FIRE), SMfe (amm,
1. s Ry (3fferTe), e (FEmh M), Sifde R, S/ (YW W Sa1al 91ay™), a1d (Plalee
o, HRell e, foran i (el ge), =da- glﬁ(aens‘a“r) AT (CIGHA - dfaTe Y ATRIDT), TS
"$SRT" N ‘Honeymoon Travels Pvt Ltd’ ferdeiaed ad WWWWWWW
th Wtﬂ;ﬂ% &ﬂ% ET'J-IIIddOd Iﬂ?ll-ldld‘ld S[ARIRT T YIATAH] \TI‘IUqI('IIﬂ 'HQJ-T 3d >IICOPL4UI
oI S, a1 TR SdRa §d REveine wuidd e WemiRe U Ry A
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Siesiiges o grom=n uRfRudirs Pt ddl. SoRIe Rereidier Afesry T/aradegsie grr T
THeIRN SIS AT YRS ATg1. SargRund, g FATdl wiur (SsRa), Hdr-14T (FIRE), e (4

g U Aufifeun dafgsH fdar 7 AR m%@ﬁmﬁvwﬁwwﬁrw@w
RING UG HISHRT AT FHET Jeeiwld 93 STal. ‘FaRar Sffor ‘FIRE fesueidia s
JRIGHTd I Bl Jsd. dalfed SiaATd JHIYMT SRUIRT ‘i Adia enfee e wgarrda
AT ITAT HUHId Idl. IeqAT HToid! JHTAT AHRAT 7 A Mesdaed] AFRID RUdrd
e Sfor Igumed JHfGT Yoy TR gral. a1 Uil $Uale $rdl 3 fEueidid afe! dfiid
e Ut urt Fepfa: axft emed. gt AT ST ARG MU SARTUST AT STENd, SHTuedTa
foraferft safafawd sneeor ared =t gt edifawdt IRR ffe ared &t wofla sryad &t art
3fed. ot My, ‘T ASH! B T < THT T AT RIS ‘Flash Back’ TATET AT0R & UNTSTaRT
ﬁmmwﬁawwéﬁm%ﬁa@ﬁmﬁwwﬁﬁwmﬁ%&m?ﬁ&mw
YUt Tl Y= SRUIRY 3ifoRd ysus i3 dHruard el o8, SRR T Wd:did [
A SR HUs T, fiRlt HIeu), SArdt) idd YUYl HieR el 3178, T ded] di ol dl Tal
amradid Widn SrRidid ddre ST gyl fadrg gl dledd o a1 ufadiet gARIdT SRR
fere= a1 Myvar e aRied Rig UK 3i1e. 9feTTe HR ST, ‘Piale & a1 fosueas
U TaUiaailas uAHdid ddamy Ydbloldid geHidm Ue IHT bl 3lg. HHdrHl HR0 SIvRT
d1g (@faTe B 3MiRrel) 01 == WegdTel d-aRit SIURT HaTg (hldlec &) 3= YalgarRges a1
Bl IR Hd Tl ARING-AFRIS Y STTSUTd Tl s,

qufel ddul srdd 1RU0 graretlt HRuRT siferre’ femue siferte fagmdisrdiad R1ét fawar
YIATYD STIOT STYFe UTST [aUTTTE T UI. Ieis RRY Fiedn sigsira’icl SrifUes 3ig. Wi, Ui,
IR g1 UierfRe UEdn aRaaren A YR @ﬂ% “A subtle, sensitive take on a controversial real-life court
case involving the victimization of a gay college professor, Aligarh underscores the growmg strength and
diversity of Indian independent cinema (Halligan 2015) FREERRY ‘s?'l 31I0|\)j;1 Higfadr a=q.

XSTH RO aegradi= o RRY afeqr T 3uarEn IRATR 6HRd, I Aidiae Aafad HRugrer ger
FRIEUCTd eI SaUATd SHTaT 3Te. T My’ 3for W@L%W&WWWW
ﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁ’ﬂ? (FITCe) 0T FieH HSAD TFAT ‘Dldlee SR (BIGaRIAR) MR 3MTed. T Myged
WT=Yd HIesTd QRS g 3 SHIum=aT s SETdd &ISHRT I HlesTedl diRIed g JhR
AT R, Dl & FRUeKia d=a<a1 MG U G SIeasd SuRid ATel.  AF AT
HRAMT A1 U i Hd FHfei T HeuTdie Tarjd gEUTdes ar STOToaTT H&H Tad Sad fawd.

'LGBT' g1 fawa grefies o=t fepreidiial dieRf~Re uriean SRS dfean Sadia Hew, femfo srfor
TS 3 gehial FUId AHR GIVIRT UBERIAEY O Sifguf ofe. anedt offies siiew Sryom=
UHidhe Urguard fafay el sfased HRuamE vad a1 [WAEUTdH gsdiHl faudl. SWRidd feauciay
PR A HEaTeAn dd-Tyavar gRigHid RIpAN fIaR $dr a5d. JRAIid Fqeid =Ha Hifedm

YT B SEACT T, U daTEH TR T B0, e B0, i iR R
HR0Y, &I RO, BT Yarer ¥d Uadl Yegd erdhd IH-dh YHIRUT Aral/faem TRifid didcd
FHTITT TId HR0 ISt ARIET HioT YHTONER 3[acd BRURT daqyH REveidid UBRee
JYRRIT HRUATT AT 3. SiferTe AT U, RRY afar A earl dY BT el gRId],
oAl g Aefier Gi=ren oA feeien AR, PisTec sqAee AreaTgepTa Are afSei-T Slaeed! fecd
samw 'FIRE’ Fearderd H@ﬁaﬁw%mﬂuﬁﬂﬁ%qdd PR AR YT
diSTaR Y1 oaad dhaial ATINdl, Tl B SR e erugr- AFdiche urguard fo=ar gl
AR EBHH, g 01 =M fhdiar] SaeR0 SGYd Bl Add.

4Tt Wi s SRUIT SRl fagpelt ot fobell fam el ot MR STSIR e o1 77 Ef¥ehi
HCATIHT Gl Seval ﬁb‘iﬂ LGRS ﬁl’ﬂ?{ 3, &r&’ﬁ i ST OLIddIHRj;-I NIGRIGEG

, X ey feem JAIHI TS IR St HX0! €1 Uqel T¢ e fogd. ar
geemfaT e fepueiqd rerRum=aT Ao, AR Fed, TedR! S TURITT UBRIGT HR
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T 3MTe. ‘JeRaT FeRuerd THcfe ddey Saum=ur uEi= deHid sfate Xed SR Il STYHRISTT
fIETdI AGHRUMET g3t Al Ul RRY gids Hghid], SAUGRIE UgUuarl SUHFRIG
=DM, <ifeTe B MRS Foeuerd AFDR TIgHT 3RT0 Ta&iTd 3Medrar T Rt forft ot
3fara, € aRicHidd PTEl S IaTexul 3.

I RO U P Iases! AUy AHR T 376, SRS RAUCTid STyl Jehed
JAUT HEToH, “3HferTe’ REuerdid TdR ¢ diRkeg= Mfor ol RRY af=1 a5 deUIRT doid fawrd
IR, ‘My Brother... NikhilBeie FRaere afgur 31 3MfOr a1 a1, ‘T At Bi ol al L1 e addta
TEHUTH Hifed fH oftr WidH adlq, WWHWWWWWWW TUTS
gﬁ%m@%ﬁaﬁ SATE! U YIS e AT A Hal SRIOT=AT U Foy JHel HRaT

R faaemrae e dfite Seu ~afife sfor v A= wHeieraRd St ddy Squm=r
/ S0 Sw81 UM ki, ToieR MO SR Akl SHafdy/uy Tigum=an feEueia
IR fafay sy aTRd Tid 311ed, B 919 WUl Je Id. YHSH dfife deui= Tdidbs shad
&t SAUITIT b IIgUaTd] Hedral/AATSTd] AhRIAD, JOaaRid ¥ aud 31 HURURS
Jeuidhs Gfie Sfed T WUH UGUarEl JHSS $la! didd W] g faawmarct e ofr
U1 Wd:E AR Hiewihs Ueuardl AHy eff® aidl Hiam, 81 SURIAd e HYT ATeR o=t

'LGBT' a1 fawerm=it fAmfed SRiad 9d femmeidia (@e T yRdia o9y fosue s/ia
TR Q?ﬁ%[ I3 ﬁﬁT %Eef IEELE 31@?[) PIEUIGES tl'ﬁ'l%[ IEEW (Characterization) W’Fﬂ o d:=
i FHaraTad STl AT My ad 3R art, SY, HioTHSll HRUGI TR ST, cwlcb W]
qIararet FHfeit Hay STuATen Ud HRURY, dad FIgarat, SaTaaR AIhRURT Gradad! Aleid, ol a1d
A Aiq YUl g, WeRN-Re el qaNet g Teey Sudiviede Raeuishad ol
UEifaudl ggder (Empathy) AT g <egdr dled. U QF, TS dSB! B AT oY A4T T,
Y AT SATGT G TR vt i fad! et a<t I diest dfies Sl SRuIRT Ur
AT WHRIE acied] M Sae Tad 3ied, AHRIS HISHRT Ug- HRUNT 3.

URUR® ®Idfad awd dfiedr 81 favg wdid gaaunt afar sd T e SHSeIa=T Aidbeld
WA, TS didheld 9 7 Hum=aT dfiieafawdt faymam qiuard gur tRuR® geasgarid
UATEHY A 8IS bhd. PeauwrdA I [alRy WEUHes IWRiad 9dd feRueidid

AT Xad:d1 gy GHUul 3107 THTh U0l U HRUIMAINGd guRl Taiad IUds SRyaa fgud ATel.
SRIFd fEmeid TIfid THeaRdd IRIRG HEau®d! replica I T 'LGBT' 3@ U&H
SITOT=AT UTA e AR Ul okt 3T S0 Sicdd THTI0r SRR oal 31T,

gafetfl ddy a0, TISe’ Ul gl fddhd a9 3ig 3R JHSE YR Seges  qafal ddurd
TR 0! € 919 MEHIHS 31[d. e U WY HRUT Wl Al e STSUl H-g HRUTIZadm!
GAUUT AR IUAS B el § AR, 31ld A 3dd UUUH & SNUIRT A SIagR 3 a1
JeUTd WE 3d. UeR 9 WU, Fel d&l UleR Iuasd 3RYAg! GHfeill Tgolia- STeRuul
STUGTTST SMaRge SHUIRT AHI® SHTHIR IUAs - g0, TIe-R g Tdl d) I g:&@s! 3usyul
e BT -1 A0, SR HIAD e JeedTdes YRS Y ST SUdsY THUI, ST JTell g
TIDHId THIHIUU S TN T ST [Godrd. SURIGd 94 FeRUeiAYyd § Sauul JHTSaRdd drdid
g Hh TR R Fef ) Aefia yguradiar Siorvaren vae B fewra.

Tt A i o3 SRTUM=AT HIURTET YHSTURE, W&d-9RH  faeT gid Siodran Ja sreaRfad
HROTT G-I G, § a1 REueiarid HYUMGTA WRa-d Hgwid dIIed 31d. ‘Pialee sy add
T, reTaes 31or - SfferTe adte . RR, e My aeia giesm a1 uri=an Hided yiafayrar geri
SIRTUTAT FHYTarTd URIRIT (Tre-T-URiT=aT H U IR BIum=) a1 YeHd faR &ar Jgd.
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'LGBT' =t fFifed femueidiar wafehh ddy gftd #rom=n SiSleRi IRERT Sae JUITERTTd
TRUM 7 YT JARR RN Fafrd srycedn feadrd. Iarerond, o RRy-Remaman (siferre), a4 -
<Y WU (@lelee &), TUT-SidT (FIRE), ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂ%ﬂ@ﬂﬁﬁ)mwiﬁaﬂaﬁm
iyt et Bt A1 S Jeuid iR sife. TG 7 Sidk Il U 4udTd HIvAIe] WU
3SYes 01 v Y. IRR TR IRERIRMT TGS SRIUN T AT Tha HUUATdId Sidd Hgwara gar
3R, IWIad FeRUeidild SR THiCH T T IRR HTHYUTAT GedTel 3w A e
qUdidhs Uh U T WUH AFRG YR, HAMHS Jdauon el Jeai-T Tareidd dgH aiadr
BRY R fesreld fadd A8l ‘My Brother... Nikhil' fREterd R sifavd AMRie Jiad HRUIRT &rel
VAP Ao, ‘Dl A UehE T DB D FY STud HIdHbesedl diadg Tadl a-1g Sl
ﬁaﬁﬁynﬁsﬁamw%u@ﬁawwgﬁam AR T R MAd dhed Al
SUATEIAD IETERUNET T SIS Ieerd PRl Tadl.

Tuferht Feerdte AR, Sifaw, RIS companionship ST Tdte Tarjd sreiRRad HROMN fsoe T
JUTARTE HRU B 3G, Irar 1R TR 810 TRl 3R, 81 RO Gafe JeuTdia qafa=h gy
3{Ted DI?, B ol T Yetichs UGUITAT U TPDIHRN Hailed Sfled?, b TOAYRT fAucr
Wﬁ%wﬁu&n@ama@ﬁ fofrcae fa=eivor HRu Saxad 3R, (3fufd g1 wWad
ST )

TR ST AT dhaid feue TR Sfr ISue SR gig! Ugtiid oRH, a1 femverd v yfiie
'LGBT' TR HAE-TRIIT fqwaredr SfSTH SHvsie HR01 & Mg, W a1 gl aitedn femger
fawarer fisvardl ugd U Sieues eIl AITAIT dhofel HUMSTH! Hul,  urEfv
foegeTa Ride Iid Wy 37Tes §id o, IGeRUM, M HId SaTeT Aaer, a%rr%ﬁ T ﬂ'@I?IRT fed!
fergeTa dmioT oiffies et SRIUITT Tl fof=0r R o S=ATdeb! ‘fiee’ JIRI ST Wad SRaeren forwre.
M 31 A Hal SIaIe Ui ga-d HH AR Fastar IRt ST faward.  foheg griguid
&@ Ul A% B, 3T DA Sadr YU SAPTR HUT-JCHUTBRI T I B faa

e, PeaadR aa@rcﬁ 39S sucqlddw Il Rk fmtor EANR AU JWwUr femucia
o . o Hedlgidh g TgoUol T ciffies 3 OI‘IobLJUIIdI WeR grar o™ &rﬁla'l?ﬁr B NRIE]
TREfehad TR faie o Hfamiern Rie®ar deages 3= UEi ufdfdhddia diadr dH aid
. a9 feRien °F St Wclidl gudued aRda UM @aifed diwcid) S QU
TS fIAUeiaRid aTaTeaRUNd Udh YR YUY JUar Had gid.

U, SIS 3Ofd Sad USqA SMUUIRIST INTARTET bl SURT diiR § Il Albid
HAIPHdd Hew@r AR 3. ‘9UTS aF, UHh deSdh! bl ¢l ot UHT @I 1 Aoy fsueidia amfmon
30T S atyuliar a1 T8 faR oRal 35d. qUTs ar Egera 7 wrgee dRgsH gERh 9 g1,
@W AT ATINTS! VMGa Td HRUI, TS TR HESB - & haled] TN Wa:dl bl
HE- YUGRITS! Sreit dhae TR UM IRERIRN T FHROAN TR g0, 3711 AT Hras] &l
UCHYTHRA TIR Dol 8. ‘Th ASP! Dl o@l dl T T TeRuerd afEsH Wi Alehran diadd
3T RAHUU Urgrem, i fa<ht wnfea forri=lt v g, faeareea Imvmanr i sreaHaRe! fa=n e
I e R Wd:d Hia-T Aifed eI SIoen 3aul, Heaihgd dRasH Joidl WHR gal 3
ACIH UMD I AT YA BRI, T TART UIg- HAURaaH gIoTR o6l [ Heard SR, a7 el
AAURGdT gid ST f aUThe THRIAD €9 UTg ANl 3 SrRAMAUAd M 3118, JTe! il
a1 TeUH Wa: HIe! TMSial AT &R0 fhdl Far 28 faaR sruaml ugd $R01 3 e Rugmnfa
HYU-UCHYHRI! YHBT I dRddihs JHAI HTO FHRIED Ul UIGUarE! 378, = Sfor
YCHTIRTT WH U1 S1R1 U= el foAuera Rae gaTd gidl. 'Th dad! Dl ol dl THT i Sfor
Y T el ey a1 fesroeidia gafdl ddy sRaum=ar g A1d diel $eaidib e WibRd S,
YIS 3 REverd @R 7 onfdr aferd sryom=ar udht-uden yfierdia un onfor @ gwferf urdaet
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AHE SFAgAT S0 FHSTedMR fSRAd J COHewd Jead Sidl ST fegersn Qact A4
THMYE® WHR BT feadl.

I feRueidia Uaid IHRIAS da- 3T dHes feAuerT adr gard Tl IRiH W[yad aredl.
ARG feauerd T aRigHTd A YfieT aoad SHUR § o) WPd  3Mfg. A JHTegRacd-
gSard 3d fdhar uRad=rl srfga fa=m giod ol sRid @R $rel dee1 3R JIusH gl
Suftayde bR ST 3[d. (RIS [ddiiia ST faumer Qaemren gatufdia mRIdt Aredmin
e TEPH dUNd UTedT d3d)  Sfdid, 3 PRd SRNAFl ST d] GHEY OBl ST
FANHUE! Bid 3 d. IWRIdd Ui 3 gSd 38 § AIhRal UIR ATg1.

7 ursffiar i, i My, Pee & a1 foueid gafah deuidia odR agT et 3,
ﬂam%ﬂﬂmmﬁ&mmwaﬂwaﬁh%@am&n% YT FeRgeTd S AR e
g Il ud IRl (e gaferft urdR) Tud @R, Igan snfeerdr AR SUR et s
ot . T 3T R AT Fegdl ATg! AT AieaR foge dual. ) myad S s g
IHUR TGl § HSHR oAl dhed Ad 30T ATad of =T Mol U3 SIS Jufquardn wad
A, A forar STAARIET 81 Uad SORRd! 34l feRucra Qdcal exard RITel Wiax fHesredran
3{He hdd HIUMT faA—Har AT PIvd Wid=?, ST Wiaa? 3 SUgRTAS UgdH faaRd.
Tl My’ feeger=ar [acaar A ‘After more than 67 years of independence, Mitra still looking
for freedom’ T 3Ndl YA BlAld. T B! AlHRAMe! AMGAYUNE WibRA HRATd JrHTSdH
YOGS - SO TS 9 GOl Juuidhe el HRUTT 3gd. SRiT STsm ait “3iferTe’
femgeran deuld aaad ad Jeld Od g1 [dwa graeum= o fasuetan deufdg! sraded 3.

“Aligarh is a very important film, a milestone in the history of Indian cinema that should start the much-needed
conversation about how India treats a visible and yet often ignored minority group” (Chhabra 2015).

sfferTe’ fmued Ul Ry g1 WUl S[UHMRUG dFUdh, WA Tldhdl el SigShR UrgTd
AT T A1 s uar edl Sdaurd Algl =it Uefdhil THed 8id. HE HHISeh Yda=iedl
dig SIURT g faamiar Y JafRea it Ya=M 30l =1 YeHid SHfaRd Ty HRURT gaid faorg
UiegR I FHiawid Jaage . RRY gt a1 9ok d1d sigia 39 I8d. W RRm a1 = fHesrar
TEU 3ffGIa RNl GG TARIG 8101 exgufaHial I I@g ol dga. ‘sSiferTe’ feuerdta
Flel T DIeeHA UsSdld. d1 exame iferTe faemdiar S SRIuRT gaia S o Ry i
SIS TGUIRT ahid 3R GIF Uil HEHT SHaT deurdhe arguard! faRie damive 1t g gha.
1 G dfdaial dIG-Ufddalgd YoM 30l o1 FafET Tay Squmdl Adkdicrs UGl HIed-IHSb
TWHE, 3 Jol o0k T foecdl I=d e Al ey Saur g1 =T el 3 had Wiaured,
ol UfasT ST e JRAT S deudia Mu-adar siffieR T @1 Sfaemrdd
3TE I} IR HRCR e, are fafgy smamiag oeRfad giad.  fmuerdia &8 exare

gSfdd UIR & Ty feucra JaS-EeR b 3Mg, & Tordr ad. Hi-ef
g T “3iferTe femueren deufd Fedd Jeld SR I/ Hedld SfeiRG- HRUM 3M1gd. “Aligarh is
masterfully directed: it is that rare film that courageously stands for human rights, including those of
homosexuals, yet offers a quiet, distilled perspective” (Shedde 2015).

3ffenTe’ FgeT=T Ridesn cwTeR ULRRY AT dT9[H dierdl (Hdbid anTal ST i Fde Art gad
WM & T e Ad. WHPHR oY Jafkes , dabia faorg iR 31for i, RRy gi=1 =g fHesran ®u &
oA 39 fgald Sriaids T Argfed Taard Ul RRY gt dreH FMerd armal. o RRY g srgs
g1 Fafid BIUR S/ aTed SIdMa HepTare gu=aT feavh o] Il HThdh ST TR
qmgﬁamﬂ’rg%aﬁ mmmw@a@ammm 3fferTe femue &1 . Ids RRY

IS SReges  AYCTid I Ul §g § Hicdd drad Alel. 81 T "4ii®
maﬁﬁéw%mw&mmﬂéﬁaﬁamwmawwﬁﬁamw
YUY ale YT 3le. Ul RY Il Ter SAddl WU SHISTURH, Wd:URA ded STuar! gfdbar a1
Teuid foaRTd a1 A5d. g1 SN fOaR oRdl 81 Jg "9hie "9d, R UL.RRY I diefd ™
foreaTel e a3t UeTd faord URiIftd Jeadicrdidl UTERIUT U=l qUThid S aRedh iard STl
B TR TrHRAT AUR L. IS G "4 3 fovar sufife 3R, Ut fHquTs, Se=aguf ac-
HUM, fagT UTeaTIh <o SRS 31T Ride g1 § Y THd 3T,
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T TEU0 SURRAT A 3R, TR URUM TIRGIHRUT SO THEHHRIG AT Seavdrd! Uiohar I
B0 BT AT STATHATAT Aelzaid Jasfe 3MTe. SHlad el AlbTe! Jeard! o fadeygul faarit
T g HRugr Faid TReT 3. THTSIIEIT=T IT Ufshad ATl - 6D de, SHaIaH, SRR
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